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For my grandchildren
Muhammad Ali
Nur e Fatima
Sakina Zahra
Zahra
Aadil
Fatimah
And many more to come
Inshaallah

This book is to help you
to learn about

Prophet Muhammad saw
About the Author

Sakina Hasan Askari (nee Sakina Nurul Hasan Jafri)
completed her M.A. (English) with honours from Osmania
University, Hyderabad, India. She then obtained M.A. in
English Literature from the University of Leeds, U.K. She
taught for many years within the U.K. school system and is a
prolific author. Raising her children and grandchildren in the
West, she had felt a need for books for children to learn
about Islam.
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by Allah. The last of the Imams, Hadhrat
Muhammad Mahdi (AS) is alive even today
but hidden from our view.

X His Titles

Prophet Muhammad saw had many titles.
He was called Ahmad in the Injeel. In the
Quran he is called Yaseen and Taha. He is
referred to as Muddaththir and
Muzzammil. He is Basheer (the bringer of
good news) and a warner, Nazeer. He was

known even by his enemies as Sadiq
(Truthful) and Ameen (Trusted).

He is called the Rahmatul lil alameen,
(Mercy for all beings) and the (seal of the

)
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Abraha so. Then he advised all his own
people to go indoors. What happened next
is written in the Holy Quran: Allah sent
thousands of tiny swallows (ababeel),
which flew over the elephants. They had
little bits of clay in their beaks which
they rained down on the elephants with
such force that the army of Abraha was
completely destroyed.
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The Kaaba was safe. This event became
so famous that it was called the Year of
the Elephant.

CyéHis Holy birfh%

During this very year (570 A.D.) on
Friday, the 17™ of Rabi-ul-avval, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (saw) was born. His
father was called Hadhrat Abdullah (AS),
the son of Hadhrat Muttalib (AS). His
mother was Hadhrat Aminah, daughter of
Wahab.

Hadhrat Abdullah (AS) left for Syria for
trade. When the caravan returned there

10
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SAW, his grandfather, Hadhrat Abdul
Muttalib (AS) was near the Kaaba, when
he suddenly saw that a white cloud cover
the house of Hadhrat Aminah (AS).

A voice came from heaven "Truth s
revealed and error is gone". The idols fell
on their faces. When Hadhrat Aaminah
brought the baby to him, Hadhrat
Mutallib (AS) took him in his arms and
named him, Muhammad saw. It means the
praised one. Angels came to greet the
Holy Prophet.

12
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after the infant Holy Prophet Muhammad
saw), her house, which had been poor,
became wealthy.

When she first took him with her, she
had twenty two sheep but at the time she
returned him to Mecca, she owned more
than a thousand. When he was two years
old, Haleemah as Sa'deyyah says that he
went with her sons to graze the flock.
They noticed that every stone and rock in
the wilderness saluted him. They were
amazed to see a white cloud over his head
go with him wherever he went.

14
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While taking the Holy Prophet back to his
grandfather, Janab e Haleemah left him
by the roadside briefly. When she came
back, the child was not there.

Hadhrat Mutallib AS got very worried
when he was told that his grandson was
lost. He prayed at the Kaabah "O my
Lord, return him to me and grant me Thy
favour once more." A voice announced: "Go
to the valley of Tahamah. He is there."
They found the Holy Prophet playing with
the branches of a tree. The Holy Propheft,

15
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Hadhrat Abu Talib (AS) was a trader and
took his nephew Muhammad (SAW) with
him on his journeys.

During his visit to Syria, when Holy
Prophet Muhammad saw was twelve years
old they met a monk called Baheera, who
knew the Holy books. Baheera told
Hadhrat Abu Talib (AS) that he could see
signs in Prophet Muhammad saw that had
been described about the Prophet who
will rise in Mecca. Baheera declared
"Indeed you are the one who Hadhrat
Ibraheem (AS) prayed for and whose
coming Eesa announced!" He asked
Hadhrat Abu Talib (AS) to protect his
nephew from his enemies.

19
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Mecca were invited to celebrate the
wedding. The couple were very happy.

The Holy Quran

Prophet Muhammad saw used to go up
into a cave on the Mount Hiraa near
Mecca. He would spend time there
thinking and praying.

Sometimes he would be all on his own and
sometimes he would
go with Imam Ali
(AS). Hadhrat
Khadeejah (AS) would
take up food for him.
When the Prophet

was about forty years old, on the 27"
22
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Rajab as he was praying in the cave, he
heard a voice calling him by name and a
flood of light made everything bright.
Allah had sent the arch angel Jibraeel
with the first five verses of the Holy
Quran, which said

ERJOrg PRI
"Recite in the name of your Lord". He

recited the verses.

This was the signal to start the spreading
of Allah's message. Igra implies that the
Holy Prophet knew all the names of Allah
and knew the book of Allah too. Here he
was commanded to recite or read that
which he already knew.

As Holy Prophet Muhammad saw came
down from the mountain, every stone and

23
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Allah. Tt shows us our duties which we
must obey to get close to Allah. The
Qura'an is like a treasure of wisdom and
learning and the door to this treasure are
the Ahlul Bayt.

Invitation to Islam

Allah sent the angel Jibraeel asking
Prophet Muhammad saw to call his near
relations to Islam. This was the Da'wat e
Zul asheera. Holy Prophet Muhammad
saw invited all the sons of his grandfather
Abdul Muttalib AS to a meal in the house
of his uncle Hadhrat Abu Talib (AS).
Imam Ali (AS) helped him prepare the
food. About forty people came.

25
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Hadhrat Abu Talib "You must now obey
your son!”

% Life in Mecca

In the fifth year of his mission, Allah

showed Prophet Muhammad (SAW) the

wonders of the universe through a
27
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one and only God and accept him as Allah's
Prophet. The Qureish were not ready to
listen to the Prophet and were very angry.
They came to Hadhrat Abu Talib (AS) and
demanded that he stop Muhammad saw.
They promised him money, power and
gifts if he stopped preaching his religion.
When the Prophet was told this, he said,
"Even if they place the sun in my right
hand and the moon in my left hand, I will
not stop.” Hadhrat Abu Talib (AS)
promised to stand by him and said,"T will
not give up my support to you. Carry on
your mission."

29
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prove that he believed in the Holy
Prophet as the true messenger of Allah
and in his religion, Islam.

Then Holy Prophet Muhammad saw lost
his dear wife Hadhrat Khadija (AS) on
the 10™ Ramazan. The Holy Prophet
Muhammad saw called it the Year of
Sorrow. His two greatest supporters
were both buried in the Jannatul Moalla,
the family grave yard of the Bani Hashim
in Mecca.

Migration-Leaving Mecca

Some people arrived in Mecca from
Yathrib to visit the Kaabah. They met the
Prophet saw who told them about Islam.

33
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waiting for them before entering Medina.
He welcomed them happily.

This event of the journey from Mecca to
Medina is called Hijrat (A.H). and marks
the beginning of the Islamic calendar.

In Madinahg@

When the Holy Prophet arrived in
Yathrib, he was welcomed warmly. People,
young and old, free and slaves, women and

children all came to see the Prophet

enter the city. Holy Prophet Muhammad
38
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numbers, the Muslims |5 .,
returned to Madinah \ L o
successful. \ ' s
The next year, Abu \ y %?-ﬁ
Sufyan came to fight ) e :
again with an even ?L““"'“ F‘;-ar
larger army. They | ""'“’\I\

met the Muslims at R

the foot of Mount
Uhud, just outside Madinah.

The Prophet went out to defend and put a
group of 50 archers to guard a post by
the mountain. As the fight began and the

Muslims were winning, these archers
42
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Muslims to dig the trench.

Artark by the
The Drtck Allies

Sheildhein

Lava Faulds

IR e a =il
Sils Madi
=
1 Miile Battle of the Ditch. 627 C.E. Bami Qureiva [J

In 5 A.H. the opposing allies, Ahzab, with
about 10,000 men approached Medina. For
about a month they tried to get in but
could not. They found that their food
was running out because they had not
expected the attack to last so long.

Amar ibn Abdawud, a famous warrior
challenged anyone from the Muslims to
fight him. Three times he shouted and
each time it was only Imam Ali (AS) who
was ready to face him. In the one to one

45
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Madinah. The Prophet went out to face
them with a large army at Tabuk, a place
between Mecca and Damascus. Hearing of
the huge Muslim army, Heraclius
withdrew and the Prophet returned to
Madina without a fight.

On his way back, as they passed through a
narrow gorge, some people tried tfo Kill
the Prophet by rolling a huge stone down
the hill. There was a sudden flash of

The Prophet vaelling with his close

friends, Ammar and Huzaifa was able to
tell them the names of the attackers.

53
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as they want to destroy it from within.
The Quran condemns the hypocrites as
the munafiqoon.

Another bad quality disliked by the
Prophet was pride. He said all Muslims are
brothers in religion and must support one
another. Greet each other with salam,
wish for him what you wish for yourself,
visit him when he is sick and share your
food with him. "A Muslim is he from
whose tongue and hands other Muslims
are safe.”

61
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the news with them and it spread all over
the Muslim world.

ﬂé Iliness and Dea'rhgé

After the Holy Prophet Muhammad saw
returned to Madinah, he fell ill. His
daughter Fatima stayed by his side, sad
to see him suffer. His successor, brother

and son-in-law Ali looked after him. The
Prophet said,"After me you will have to
face much suffering. Do not lose
patience." His grandsons, Hasan and
Hussain hugged him. These were his
Ahlulbayt. He reminded his followers to
always obey the Ahlulbayt and the Quran.
These two are the reflection of one

another, he explained.
72
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The rights of Imam Ali were denied. The
message of Ghadeer was forgotten. Imam
Ali (AS) remembered the Prophet's words
and knew that he must be patient. If he
rose up for his rights, there would be civil
war. Islam, still in its infancy, would be in
danger. So he retired to his house, to
save Islam.

HLR-C: B Bl FATIFG
TAL.CAN A

76
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Rules of Islamt

The Holy Prophet Muhammad saw through
his teachings and the verses of the Quran
explained the rules of Islam. He divided
them into two main sections: Belief in the
Usool e Deen and Practice of the Furoo
e Deen.

There are five Usool:
1. Touheed, believing in One Allah
2. Adl, Believing in Allah's justice

3. Nabuwwat, believing in the Prophet
including Muhammad  the last
messenger of Allah.

4. Imamat, believing that after the
Holy Prophet Allah appointed the
twelve Imams in his progeny.

77
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B. Qiyamat believing in a final day of
judgement when you will answer for
all you did.

The beliefs are like the roots of a
tree. Just like a tree will not grow
without roots, you cannot be a
Muslim if you do not believe.

The Furoo e Deen are like the leaves
which show that the tree is alive. There

are ten Furoo:

1. Namaz: praying five times a day:
fajr, zohr, asr, maghrib, isha.

2. Roza: Fasting in the month of
Ramadan

3. Hajj: going as pilgrim to Kaaba,
Mecca at least once in your life if

you can afford it.
78
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4. Zakat, giving your wealth as advised
for charity to those in need.

5. Khums, giving 20% of your yearly
saving, (Sehme Imam and Sehme
sadaat).

6. Jihad: doing your best in the way of
Allah through every means: your
wealth, your knowledge, your life.

7. Amr bil maroof: inviting people to
the right through wisdom and good
example.

8. Nahi anil munkir: stopping people
from doing wrong.

9. Tawalla: loving the Ahlebait the
family of the Prophet, shown
through the way you live your life as

79
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good Muslims and supporting the
wilayat of Ahlulbayt.

10. Tabarra: Keeping away from the
enemies of the Prophet's family,
denouncing their wrongs, shown
through keeping away from all that is
wrong.

In the case of Usool you have fo try
to understand them yourself. But in
furoo you must follow the teachings
of a mujtahid unless you are one
yourself. Following the rules as
explained by a mujtahid is called
taqleed. We live in the time when
we cannot see Imam Mahdi (AS)
ourselves, so we need to follow the
best mujtahid of our time.

20
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sj‘} Time Line

e 53 vyears before A.H. Prophet
Muhammad saw is born an orphan, in
Mecca on Friday 17™ Rabiul Avval
(570A.D.)

e Brought up by his grandfather
Hadhrat Abdul Mutallib and his
mother Hadhrat Aminah, as his
father Hadhrat Abdullah had died.

o Looked after by Haleemah Saadeyya
in the countryside for two years ftill
5 years old.

e Returns to his grandfather and
visits Yathrib with his mother,
Aminah who dies at Abwa, leaving
him an orphan,

e At age 7, his grandfather dies.
Cared for by his loving uncle,
Hadhrat Abu Talib and his wife.

81
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e 10 A. H. Prophet's last Hajj. At
Ghadeer e Khum Imam Ali is
declared Maula (Master). Message
of Islam completed.

e 11 A. H., the Prophet dies in Madina,
buried by Imam Ali AS. The plots in
Sageefa. Changed conditions for his
daughter Fatima (AS) and Imam Ali
(AS). (632A.D.)

85
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g
Salawat o Salam Ll‘;

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent the
Merciful.

Salam on you, O Messenger of Allah
Salam on you, O Prophet of Allah

Salam on you, O Muhammad, son of

9
HF‘J-‘"H‘

Abdullah.
Salam on you, O Last of the Prophet,

86
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I bear witness that you communicated
the message

Established prayer and gave the poor
rate

Ordered to do good and forbid the wrong
Worshipped Allah with sincerity till your
last breath

May Allah send blessings on you and your
Holy progeny.

87
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