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Some of the questions that will be answered in this book:

Many good people never abandon the Midnight Prayer even though it is @
recommended action and not obligatory.

- S0 why did God make the Midnight Prayer obligatory for the Prophet [s]7! Was
He worried the Prophet (s would not do it?!

- |f the third day of seclusion in the Mosque (I'tikaf] was recommended and not
obligatory, we would have stayed anyway. So why did God make it obligatory?”
- |f all divine given duties were recommended actions, wouldn't we feel better?
- How does Gods promise of “punishment” and “reward eliminate egotism?

- Is the desire to “not be obliged to do things” an unnatural feeling?

- What is the difference between a selfish enjoyment and an enjoyment through
which one seeks God?

- How can we find release from egotistical recommended warship acts?

- Why does a person like to not adhere to commands and to not be obliged to
o things?

- Wy does a person sometimes fike to be obliged to do things and adhere 10
commands?
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An Important Note

The main topic of this book is concerned with answering
one of the questions young people most frequently ask
about religion. Why does God command us? Why has God
placed a large number of commands, prohibitions, and
matters that are lawful and unlawful in His religion? Why
has He threatened those who disobey His commands with
Hell? Wouldn't it be better for God, like doctors, to give
His prescription and plan for our health and perfection as
a «suggestion» rather than as an order with threats of Hell?
Then, whoever wanted to, could carry out this suggestion,
and whoever didn’t want to, it would be to his own loss.
What is the need for giving orders and threatening with
Hell? What is the need for and benefit of this number of
commands about matters that are lawful and unlawful
accompanied by the threat of Hell, which make some young
people shun religion? This book answers such questions.

An explanation that should be given here for you, dear
reader, is that one of the examples mentioned in this book is
a worship act called «I'tikaf” or “spiritual retreat,” which is
akind of religious seclusion in the Mosque. Spiritual retreats
are one of the common worship acts in all divine religions;
and in Iran, most people are familiar with I"tikaf. But many
Muslims living in other countries may not be as familiar
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8 An Important Note

with the details of I'tikaf and so may not fully comprehend
some of the examples given in this book. Therefore, we will
give a very brief explanation of this special worship act here
so that when you read the book, you may fully understand
what the author means when referring to this worship act.

The word «I'tikaf» in Arabic means staying in one
place. I'tikaf in religious terminology means staying in the
Mosque for at least three days. During this stay, one should
not leave the Mosque unless necessary and he/she must fast
during the days. I'tikaf is not a worship act by force. Rather,
it is a voluntary worship act with the aim of getting closer
to God, and it has been mentioned in some verses of the
Qur’an [2:18]. After the Islamic Revolution in Iran where
the author lives, I'tikaf has gradually become especially
popular among university students and professors. This
movement started in the most prominent universities,
such as the University of Tehran and Sharif University of
Technology.

The joy, energy and deep peace that the youth gain
during these three days has made the youth more and
more desirous of participating in this worship act. Many
seemingly non-religious youth and girls who for example
do not wear the full Islamic covering have participated in
this worship act.

After several years, the number of people applying to
stay for I'tikaf in Mosques increased to such an extent that
even large Mosques were not able to respond to all the
requests of those who wished to participate. Therefore,
people who were interested were forced to register much
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Whyv does God command me? Q

in advance. And due to the high demand, some Mosques
were forced to use a lottery system in order to choose those
who would be able to participate.

Although I'tikaf is an optional act of worship, if someone
performs I'tikaf for two days, I'tikaf becomes obligatory
on the third day. Thus, he/she must stay in the Mosque on
the third day and fast. This feature of I'tikaf has a subtle
point, which is spoken about in this book. We hope you
enjoy reading this book and receive the answers to these
questions and others. God willing, you will also become

more acquainted with the beauty and glory of God’s
commandes.
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Publisher’s Note

e atio I |

This book has two main sections:

1. “Residing in God’s House (the Mosque)” - This is a
note for people who go into seclusion in the Mosque
(I'tikaf). It includes some points for people to be able
to benefit better from the spiritual opportunities
of this seclusion or spiritual retreat. This book has
studied I'tikaf from different angles and presented
various explanations about it. These explanations
about I'tikaf can be a start to a person’s thinking
about this special, outstanding worship act.

2. “The Glory of God’s Commands” - This section
answers the question “Why does God command
me?” from a viewpoint that is based on training
and ethics. In addition, it also attempts to explain
some of Islam’s deep educational concepts in a
simple way. The valuable effect of this section of the
book is the enjoyable, glorious, pleasant image that
stays in the reader’s mind about the concept “God’s
commands,” and it will automatically impact his/
her spiritual growth.

Bayan Manavi [The Official Office for the Compilation
and Publication of Ali Reza Panahian’s Works]

https://downloadshiabooks.com/






- ~ — N = i % SR ¢
o tH ey i

: S e
LA A AT AR U A AT A, R ")_) i t o

SAnotelforipeopielintlitikaf



I A NOTE FOR PEOPLE IN I'TIKAF

We should first look at what exactly happens when
a person participates in a spiritual retreat and stays in
seclusion in the Mosque (I'tikaf). The Mosque is a place
for worshiping and not for residing. However, during the
period of seclusion you reside in the Mosque, although it
is only for three days. You confine yourself for two days
so that on the third day, God confines you' and takes your
hand to help you. You restrict yourself to breathe in the
Mosque’s environment during all the hours of these days
and nights. You do not go out of the place of prayer and
do not leave from being under the dome of God’s house
(for three days). Why?

Itis as if you want to see some things about the Mosque
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Why does God command me? 15

that the people who come, pray, and go do not see. It is
abominable to stay in the Mosque overnight unless it is for
I'tikaf. You use this opportunity to experience sleeping in
the Mosque. This brings about an awakening. It is as if
Mosques have some hidden parts, which you are able to
discover when you stay in them for a period. You stay so
that when others go, you may sit waiting for the Mosque
to show its internal reality to you.

You want to see what the difference is between
God’s House and other places. Is God, Who is present
everywhere, more present in His house? Will the
Mosque’s environment gradually start talking to you?
The unseen world is always unseen. However, perhaps if
you reside in the place that is the most connected place to
the unseen world, it will show some of its unseen realities
to you. By the way, with which senses does a human
being understand and feel the unseen? It is not with the
eyes or the ears. It is not possible with the senses of touch
or smell either. It is not even something the mind can
do. We have been told that one can see and understand
the unseen with his or her heart. Is the heart a tool for
perception? Yes, the heart is the only tool for perceiving
the unseen world, and we will see God with our hearts on
the Day of Judgment.?

Therefore, you stay in the Mosque so that your heart
will start working and for your heart’s eyes to open up.
You even stop eating and drinking so that this may help
“your heart to work.” You can understand the rituals for
I'tikaf from what has been said. Perhaps you should talk
less there and communicate with others by just smiling or
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16 Residing in God’s House (the Mosque)
§ 1

with a kind, quick look. You must try to do whatever you
can to stop your heart from being hard. At the same time
that you are with the crowd, try to not lose your solitude
either. We are unable to understand that the world is in
God’s presence, and we are unable to feel His presence.
Therefore, it is good if we go to the Mosque and try to
feel God’s presence since His presence is more tangible
in the Mosque. At least one time feel His presence here a
little deeper than all other times and places. After leaving
the Mosque, we will still feel we are in His presence for
a while.

I'tikaf means that time is needed for a person to
understand some things. Three days is a short, compact
time. In the same way, daily, continuous programs mean
doing something constantly. Each of these somehow
has an effect. It is necessary for a person to do his deeds
continuously, and it is also necessary for a person to
sometimes spend a short, compact time to heal his mood
so that his deeds will be effective. They do the same
thing for curing some physical illnesses too. Sometimes
a continuous program of medicines is required, and
sometimes when it becomes worse, a compact schedule
of medicines is needed.

One day we will stand in front of God and meet Him.
We will understand at that time that whatever we always
wanted was God Himself. We will understand that we
should have lived our whole life remembering this
moment that was to come and increasing our capacity
for this moment. Because each person will be allowed
to savour and delight in meeting Him there according
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Whyv does God command me? 1%

to his/her capacity. However, it will be too late for us to
regret there. It was necessary for us to have practiced for
meeting God in each prayer from before, and we should
have paid attention to this meeting.

We should remember that I'tikaf means insisting to
meet God, which is nota childish act. This insisting to meet
God must be suited to who we are. Asking for martyrdom
was suited to those soldiers who were struggling on the
path of God. A person in I'tikaf should have written his
will. The Mosque is the place for praying, and prayer is
where we meet God. It is also the place for practicing
and pleading to meet Him. A person in I'tikaf is playing
with his or her life. A person who has experienced I"tikaf
and pleads to reside in the land of his/her Beloved is not
afraid of dying. Of course, a person who is like this will
remember meeting God very much.? In addition, his
deeds will become good* and his life will become long.® In
general, I'tikaf means becoming ready to reside in God'’s
presence forever.

['tikaf means residing in the place of prayer.® If the
peak of prayer is prostration, I'tikaf means residing
in the place for prostration. What greatness does this
luminous spot have in a human being’s life that his or
her whole life should be used to understand this? I'tikaf
is an attempt to understand prostration. In order to
understand something, one should go to its place, so that
he/she can see it from close up. The Mosque is the place
of prostration.

We human beings start our lives in childhood. We
never forget this period, and its pure moments will
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18 Residing in God’s House (the Mosque)

never leave our hearts. How calm we were in the shelter
of our mothers’ embraces, and how free we were in our
fathers’ houses. What security and sincerity we had
there! Wherever a person goes and to whatever point he
reaches, it will never be like his/her childhood. No matter
how much this person searches, he/she will never find
that golden era.

We have not been created to regret our past. Therefore,
a more basic question arises. We were happy in our
fathers” houses and were content in our mothers” warm
embraces. Where are we supposed to be going that will
be better than that place? Where should we reach to that
all of our past happiness will be an introduction to it? If
we had a kind mother in the beginning and were safe
with our father, our situation is not supposed to be worse
when we grow up. We are supposed to reach to a God
Who is kinder than a mother and brings more safety than
a father.

So what about the Mosque? All the enjoyments that
were present in our fathers” houses can be felt here too. All
the lost feelings of being in our mothers” embraces can be
felt here too. Actually, you feel that this is your own house.
This house is a shelter for your soul, which is restless and
seeking the infinite. After a person experiences I 'tikaf,
one usually understands how much he/she needed this
spiritual retreat and how good a place the Mosque is.

If I had not come to I'tikaf and had not confined myself
in God’s good house, how could I have understood the
true definition of the Mosque? You should stay in this
house for a while to understand why Masjid al-Haram,
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Why does God command me? 19

which is the most important Mosque in the world, has
been said to be a house for the people.”

I'tikaf is a plan, which has been designed to make us
acquainted and more familiar with God’s house. After
['tikaf you understand that you need the house of the
Creator of the universe as much as you need your own
family house, and even more. It was necessary for us to
become familiar with this house of our Creator one day.

When we compare God'’s house with our own house,
we see that if our house is a place for our material body,
the Mosque is a place of refuge for our infinite soul. Some
people realize the greatness of their own soul in the
Mosque too. Our soul is very great, and not everyone is
able to understand this. Sometimes one can only realize
the greatness of his/her soul in the Mosque, which in itself
is a place that is spiritually very great.

If a person distances himself from this world based
on his own choice - of course not completely on his own,
but with God’s permission and under His command -
his worldly affairs will become much easier.® Passing
through the hardships of this world will become easier
for him too.’ This is similar to fasting where you do not
eat or drink based on your own choice, and as a result,
your digestive system becomes healthier and your overall
health is more assured. I'tikaf is three days of fasting or
abstaining from the world; fasting from the city, streets
and bazars; fasting from one’s house and work; and
fasting from the family. Afterwards when you return, all
affairs will become easier.

I'tikaf is a group practice of individual worshiping. It
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20 Residing in God’s House (the Mosque)

is a way of finding one’s lost self in the crowd. So you
should be careful not to lose yourself in the Mosque and
in the group of believers. You must not just become busy
with others. Actually, you should find yourself and not
lose yourself again. Be careful to be considerate of others,
because you are not alone. Only seeing ourselves when
we are with others is selfishness, and being considerate
of the group while protecting our own private time is a
practice in seeking God. I'tikaf is the surprising practice
of both being considerate of a group and protecting our
own private time.

During the period of I'tikaf, and while we are among
the group of believers, we should practice worshiping
non-pretentiously, not being hypocritical when praying
the Midnight Prayer in a crowd, ignoring other people’s
looks, being uninterested in the encouragement of others,
being reluctant for other people’s affection, and distancing
ourselves from others. While we are distancing ourselves
from others, at the same time we should not only respect
them but we should also be affectionate toward them too
and answer their affection with humbleness.

One should practice sincerity and being alone while
being among the crowd. We should be careful not to
compare ourselves with others in a bad way causing
ourselves to become disappointed. If someone is better
than we are - everyone is better than we are - we should
tell ourselves, “Maybe God doesn’t expect more than this
from a weak person like me.” If we see someone who is
worse than us - that cannot be found - we should say,
“Maybe God doesn’t expect more than this from him.”
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Why does God command me? 21

I'tikaf is an intense course in practicing the etiquettes
involved in relationships with the believers. We should
have a pure heart in our friendships and be the first one
to say hello. Let’s not become bothered or bother others.
Let’s not praise people in front of themselves'’ and not
gossip about others when they are absent. Let’s be tolerant
and not impose ourselves on others. Let’s remember the
unpleasant smell of the breath of a person who fasts,
which can be a reminder for not talking to the person
next to us. We should take a shower before entering the
Mosque, and after that, we must try to be neat and clean.

Let’s not become repelled by other people’s cries and
not get tired due to other people’s laughing or being
careless. Let’s be alone with our God while being among
the crowd, and let’s communicate with others like a child
who looks at others while he is in his father’s embrace. In
such a situation, as soon as the child gets tired, he turns
his face away and rests his head on his father. Let’s go
into prostration when we become tired.

Now, let’s think about, “Why have we come for
['tikaf?” and “Why has God granted us this blessing and
let us enter His house?” In order to enter any house, one
must obtain permission. Many of the people who have
become secluded in the Mosque have this permission
either visibly or covertly. The fact that they have come
is the reason showing they have permission. This is true
except for the few people who have not come with a good
intention and bad intentions have dragged them to this
environment, which is not usually the case among those
who have sought religious seclusion in the Mosque. Such
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22 Residing in God’s House (the Mosque)

people do not usually benefit from this spiritual retreat
very much either.

Perhaps we have been given this opportunity because
the kind God wants to bring us closer to Himself. He
wants to count our small amount of worshiping, even
though He Himself has given us this blessing that we
were able to do it, in order to grant us a reward. With our
slight worshiping, He wants to grant us great rewards if
we do not destroy it with our own hands.

Perhaps we were given this opportunity because God
saw that we were going astray, and if He hadn’t brought
us to His house and bestowed His blessings and mercy
upon us, there wouldn’t have been any hope for us and
we would have totally ruined ourselves. Since we had
become so bad, He felt sorry for us and had mercy on us.

Perhaps we were given this opportunity because we
were delusional in our thoughts about the little amount
of goodness that exists in us and had become proud of
ourselves! He wanted to show us some people who are
better than ourselves in I'tikaf so that we may realize
our slightness. Seeing these pure people around us may
cause us to become humbler. Then, we will forget our
delusional thoughts about being exalted people.

Perhapswehave come tobecomereleased from enemies
who show themselves to be our friends. Becoming freed
from bad friends is much more important than shaking
hands with good friends. Perhaps this three-day absence
can eliminate these mismatched friends. The Prophet
of God (s) stated, “Prophet Moses (as) could no longer
tolerate talking with people after talking with God for
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three days. He was repelled when he saw the people.”!!

Perhaps God wants to show an example of a pure
believer to other believers, so that this person may teach
others sincerity and piety; although, this is very unlikely.
For me this is impossible, but if this applies to you good
readers, do not become proud. Because, the Almighty
God uses the smallest good trait in His servant to be a
lesson for good people and an example for those who
are interested. This is due to His goodness. We should be
busy remembering our lacks. May God give us the grace
to be useful for others.

Perhaps it is so that He may take us out from complete
hopelessness and eliminate the effects of Satan’s
continuous, evil whisperings in our ears. Because Satan
tells us, “You will never become a good person and God
will never care about you.” Then it will become clear to us
that we still have a kind God Who watches over us. And
we can be a private guest in His house.

Perhaps the Merciful God wants to save us from the
world of ingratitude and ungratefulness that starts in
us when we are faced with tribulations and problems.
Sometimes, instead of removing the problems of one of
His servants, which help His servant to grow, He gives
him/her an opportunity to rest. By drowning people in
worship acts, He grants them energy to persevere.

Perhaps this is our last chance to move forward toward
God. The Gracious God wants to test us in the final stage.
Will we return to Him? Will we make a change in the path
of our lives? Will we take this last chance to wake up or
not? Perhaps this will truly be our last chance for life, not
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24 Residing in God’s House (the Mosque)

just our last chance to move forward.

Perhaps we should not look at the reason for this
opportunity but leave ourselves in between hope and
fear, put ourselves in His hands and ask Him the reason
for this blessing in the next world for Him to manifest the
answer to us. What I wanted to stress is that come let us
repel pride and arrogance from the beginning since these
are often born with good deeds. Let us not destroy our
worship acts, because there are many possible reasons for
this blessing of being able to be present in the Mosque.
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SPIRITUALITY WITHOUT OBLIGATORY
DEEDS

In religion, we are faced with the subject “God’s
commands and prohibitions” or “the divine laws about
obligatory and forbidden deeds.” One of the reasons why
some people escape from religion is God’s commands
and prohibitions. Since there is a kind of force involved
in these commands, people do not feel comfortable and
free to a certain extent in the religious environment.
This is especially true since the philosophy behind
God’s commands in the religious regulations cannot be
understood that easily in many cases. They are not moral
values, the goodness or evil of which are more obvious.

This matter may be seen more in worship acts. An
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Whyv does God command me? 29

example is the command about prayers. The necessity
for carrying out this command of God’s cannot be

_ understood that easily. In addition, the need to keep
repeating it makes it seem harder than any other deed.
We should look for the reason behind people not praying,
or not paying enough attention to prayer, in this factor.
Many people like spirituality to be a kind of being in love
with God and a free relationship between a servant and
his Master.

Although, itis true that having a relationship with God
based on affectionis very valuable, and basically itis a goal
and a criterion for spiritual growth. But spirituality, when
interpreted to be a loving relationship, is not something
that contradicts God’s commands and prohibitions. This
is an uninformed way of looking at religious commands
to say that they are contrary to loving God, and are a duty
that are carried out by force and are contrary to a human
being’s freedom to move toward God.

Some have theorized this commonly held belief, and
they present a special kind of popular spirituality. They
try to satisfy a human being’s spiritual needs with this
kind of spiritualty, which is usually promoted without
religious laws but while retaining many moral virtues.
This common belief about spirituality, which seems
to be desirable in the beginning, deceives many naive
people who do not like to be irreligious but on the other
hand cannot tolerate worshiping and adhering to divine
commands.

In fact, some cunning people justify how some
common'? people flee from “religiosity and adhering
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30 The Glorv of God’s Commands

to divine given duties.” They create different kinds of
mysticism and spirituality that are without religious
laws. Apparently this is a widespread feeling that human
beings do not like to feel obligated to do things. They like
to do whatever they want freely and based on their own
desires. However, the truth is that this is a superficial and
artificial feeling, which comes about in a person due to
certain mental quandaries. Because, a person’s innate
nature actually likes servitude and accepting his duties. If
he takes action to resolve his problems and shortcomings,
or if he thinks and ponders some about himself during his
leisure time, he will be able to feel that his innate nature’s
tendency is toward God’s commands and prohibitions.
I'tikaf is a good opportunity for a person to become more
familiar with his inner being.

| PLEADING FOR HIS COMMANDS

Let’s search within our own souls and find our interest
for His commands so that adhering to God’s commands
becomes easier for us. Then we will even enjoy obeying
the Lord and will find a solution for a person’s will
wanting to flee from his/her duties. Let’s start from here
that we should see if all divine commands were only
recommended actions, and human beings were not forced
to perform any of the divine commands, would they
feel better? Let’s refer to our own experience even if it is
slight. I ask you who are in I'tikaf in the Mosque. If I"tikaf
did not include any commands or prohibitions from the
Lord, was it still enjoyable? Why has God made some
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worship acts and good deeds obligatory for His servants?
If a person’s mind is satisfied in this regard, his soul will
cooperate better in performing the divine commands.

At first glance, participating in a spiritual retreat, or
I'tikaf, is a recommended deed.” This means it is not
compulsory for you to go for I'tikaf and to be in religious
seclusion. However, if we look more deeply, it becomes
clear that although seclusion is not obligatory, I'tikaf ends
with an obligatory action. After you have been secluded in
the Mosque for two days, it becomes obligatory for you to
stay on the third day and to fast on that day." Therefore,
I'tikaf is a recommended pleading in order to reach to an
obligatory action. By way of a relatively hard worship act,
we struggle for two days in order to reach to the divine
obligatory command on the third day.

From this point of view, I'tikaf is something like Thram
(putting on the pilgrim’s garb and making the intention
to go for Hajj), when making a voluntary pilgrimage to
the Ka'ba (‘'Umrah al-Mufradah). A person who goes into
religious seclusion in the Mosque is acting like a pilgrim
going to the Ka'ba (Muhrim). If a person has not planned
to make a pilgrimage to the Ka'ba and has not travelled
to Mecca, the actions that are prohibited for a person who
is making such a pilgrimage are not prohibited for him.
The prohibitions, which are prohibited for a Muhrim, are
all prohibited after the pilgrim to the Ka'ba takes action
and pleads for this. It is as if a person who makes the
voluntary pilgrimage to Mecca prepares and struggles to
bring a shower of the Lord’s commands and prohibitions
on himself.
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32 The Glory of God’s Commands

To put it simply, I'tikaf means a person choosing to
bring troubles upon oneself. Although this is the case
if we consider becoming obliged to do an obligatory
command to be bringing troubles upon ourselves. This
is like making a voluntary pilgrimage to the Ka'ba. It is
not like the obligatory pilgrimage where a person who
is capable of making this trip is obliged to go. Rather, it
is like the voluntary pilgrimage (‘Umrah al-Mufradah)®
where you yourself decide to go to the house of God. In
the voluntary pilgrimage, as soon as you want to enter
God'’s sanctum you must become Muhrim. When you
become Muhrim, you impose some obligatory actions
upon yourself. I use the word “impose” on purpose, so
that the bitterness of God’s commands being obligatory -
at least in some people’s opinion - may be easily felt.

Of course, recommended actions are not without
commands either, although the commands are not as
strong as they are for obligatory actions. Because, there
is a certain amount of the God of the universe’s signals
and permission within them. We do these actions because
they are God’s recommended “commands.” Otherwise,
why do you not seclude yourself in the Mosque at other
times, or why do you not go into seclusion in other
places? If God’s commands are dear for a person, he does
recommended actions too. Otherwise, he will consider
the recommended deeds to be actions from which he can
escape and notactions he needs to do. In any case, a person
cannot taste the same thing in recommended actions that
he does in carrying out the obligatory commands.

InT'tikaf, when you stay in the Mosque for the first two
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days, which is recommended, you make God’s command
obligatory on yourself on the third day. You could have
tried to get close to God by doing other recommended
deeds, but they would not have had the same result.
Why did you look for a recommended deed that ended
up in an obligatory deed? Why did you search for an
obligatory deed to do? It is as if you say, “God, make a
deed obligatory for me. I like to execute Your orders. I
like to be prohibited from a deed and for some deeds to
become obligatory or forbidden for me by You.” Why
should one do this?

Look at the beautiful feeling the one who goes for
I'tikaf has on the third day. He looks at all the people in
the world and is proud of himself that, “I am subjected
to God’s command for staying in the Mosque. Today,
my Master has kept me. Today I have received a mission
from my Owner and Commander.” This beautiful feeling
is a reality, and anyone who looks deeply a little bit can
see this in those who have secluded themselves in the
Mosque. On the sunset of the third day, when God’s
command to remain ends, a person who has secluded
himself feels his heart is heavy and he leaves the Mosque
with a mysterious sorrow. Although he is happy for
having participated in the I'tikaf, he feels heavyhearted
since it is finishing. He feels like crying and would like
to conduct his farewell ceremony with the Mosque with
sincere sighs and lamentations.

If I"tikaf on the third day were recommended and not
obligatory, all of you would still definitely stay in the
Mosque. So why did God prefer to make staying in the
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Mosque on the third day obligatory for you who have
come yourself? When we make a voluntary pilgrimage to
the Ka'ba, why are a series of God’s obligatory commands
showered upon us? If going on this pilgrimage did not
have this series of commands and these acts were just
recommended deeds - forexample, if it was recommended
to not look in the mirror, etc. - all of us would definitely
do these recommended deeds. So why did God make all
these deeds obligatory? Was He worried that we would
not adhere to them? Otherwise, why did He make them
obligatory?

We can ask such a question in another situation too.
Why did the Almighty God make the Midnight Prayer
obligatory for the Holy Prophet (s)?'¢ It was definitely
not so that he would not abandon the Midnight Prayer.
It was definitely not due to a concern about the Prophet’s
(s) power of understanding to be able to understand the
necessity and the value of the Midnight Prayer. So why
was it obligatory for him? Even many of the followers of
his teachings would never abandon the Midnight Prayer
although it is recommended and not obligatory. We see
God treats the Prophet (s) with only honor and respect.
Perhaps a deed being obligatory and an obligatory
command being issued by the Lord is a way of honoring
the servant.

The truth is that with the above explanation we have
no choice but to accept this analysis. This custom can
easily be seen with respect to many of God’s commands.
When we are His guests in the holy month of Ramadan
and He wants to honor us, He makes fasting obligatory
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for us. Aside from its hardships, the fact that fasting is
obligatory is very interesting. With all the threats that
have been mentioned for abandoning fasting,’” what kind
of banquet' is this?

Therefore, we can see that the Almighty God honors
His servants with His obligatory commands. What kind
of relationship exists between this way of honoring and
obligatory commands? What important benefit comes
from this obligation?

One of the important benefits that we can see from
an obligatory command is that when God makes a deed
obligatory, the servant’s interference in being able to
choose in this command is much less, and the believer's
egotism is eliminated. In other words, the servant does
not have the right to choose. It is the Master Who has
determined the deed and how it should be done, and He
has commanded His servant to do it. We had not chosen
to do this deed to feel that God owes us something after
doing it and that we have done Him a favor by doing
a good deed. In recommended deeds, our egotism is
present more.

Perhaps this is why obligatory deeds are preferred
to recommended ones, and the value of carrying out
obligatory actions and avoiding prohibited deeds is more
than doing recommended actions.

The second point is that when a deed is obligatory,
it shows the necessity of that deed. A divine decree
concerning doing or avoiding a deed shows the
importance of its effects. At the same time, it is a sign of
God’s grace to His servant. It is also a sign of the Lord’s
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attention and kindness. Therefore, He has bestowed His
grace on His servants in two ways. One grace is that
the kind God does not want you to be doomed or to be
deprived from an important blessing. The other point
is that He wants to minimize the interference of your
egotism in deciding to do or to abandon a deed. In this
way, your deed will become more luminous and have
more effect in your spiritual growth.

Obligatory deeds are commands that make a person
luminous more than recommended deeds do. The
light from obligatory deeds is more than the light from
recommended ones. Although, recommended deeds are
an introduction to and supplement of obligatory deeds.
After doing obligatory actions, a person can grow faster
than after doing recommended actions.

Now try to understand the spirit of the divine
commands and implement them in your life. Then
see how if the main essence of the beauty of I'tikaf is
understood and it penetrates our souls and our society,
what a change will come about.

I THE SECRET BEHIND GOD’S
COMMANDS BEING OBLIGATORY

Why should a person like obligatory deeds more
than recommended deeds? Why should a person want a
deed to become obligatory for him first then do it? For
every moment that you do a deed in order to get closer
to God, if that action is obligatory, it has more value than
the moments when you do that same deed when it is
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recommended. Why is it like this?

It is due to the fact that when we do a recommended
deed, our egotism is present more. However, when a
deed is obligatory, you cannot really say, “That was me! I
did it.” Since it was obligatory, you had to do it and could
not say, “God, I could have avoided doing this deed.” In
that case, the angels would have told you, “Excuse me!
This was an obligatory deed. You would have been very
wrong if you did not do it.” This is where a person’s
egotism crumbles. Of course, we are talking about a
faithful person for whom God’s commands automatically
take him toward action. Otherwise, the unbelievers who
are not concerned with divine commands are outside of
our discussion.

It is as if the true meaning of the beautiful phrases
“being bounded” and “being compelled to servitude”
concerning human beings are manifested here. The word
“servitude” is very beautiful, and the moment when God
“binds” His servant is very beautiful. It is as if when you
stretch out your hand toward God and you want to shake
hands with Him, He binds you and pushes you to serve
Himself.

Which way do you think is more beautiful, if you
go with your own will, or if you are bound and taken?
If you ask people, many who are far from the subject of
spiritual matters - or to say it in a better way, are negligent
of their innate nature - will say, “It's obvious. If you go
with your own will, it is much better than them taking
you.” However, the mystics who are in I'tikaf or are
Muhrim know that if we are bound and taken, it is much
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more beautiful. Of course, this does not require much
knowledge of mysticism to be understood. Our innate
nature, since we have been created as servants, asks for
this. We have been created for servitude. The Qur’an says,
“And I have not created the jinn and the men except that
they should serve Me.”" People who have not covered
or harmed their innate nature will enjoy being God’s
servant. The moment when God decrees a command is
the moment to understand the relationship between a
servant and his/her Master. This is what we have lost.

In a situation where there is God’s command and
I do something because I am forced to carry it out, this
is more luminous because there is no “I” involved. The
presence of “I” darkens the soul. “I,” its presence, and its
effect on any action tarnishes that action. Although in the
beginning of your movement and in choosing the way to
God, the role of “I” is a blessing. It is possible that you
have started moving toward God for your own benefit.
However, if you have accepted God to be your God and
have accepted your servitude toward Him, the more
you move toward Him, the more this role of “I” should
become weaker.

Thus, thebad “1” that says, “I want to infringe on other’s
rights” needs to become weaker. We should investigate
and see how this pharaonic “I” has come to reach such a
state of rebellion. What is the root of this evilness? When
have these vices grown inside one? How has an evil,
rebellious person who has no mercy for anyone come
to this state? He/she has nurtured this “I” and allowed
it to be free to such an extent that it cannot be controlled
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anymore. When a person does not diminish his egotism
by worshiping and obeying divine commands, and his
“1” becomes strengthened, he cannot stop its rebellion
anymore. Then he says, “I’ like to sin.” After having
given your “I” so much freedom, see if you can control
it. You have given it freedom where you should not have.
Now stop it if you can.

When is it that we should stop this “I1”? It is when we
start to say, “’I’ want to object to this ‘I,”” but then we see
that “I” is still present! How can egotism be eliminated
when “1” is still present? A knife won’t cut its own handle.
That is why no matter how much some people fight with
their own will, they do not become good people and they
don’t become luminous. Eventually, they will rise up
against their spirituality and morality one day. This is
because they have kept their “1.”

Therefore, God Himself comes to our help and He
crushes our “I” with His commands. He says, “It's
obligatory for you to pray.” In this way, God has crushed
our “I” with His command due to His beneficence.

One misplaced question that is very common is,
“What need does God have for our prayer?” Since prayer
is obligatory, this person feels that it is as if God has a
need for our prayer. Some people may even imagine
that God has humiliated Himself a little by making it
obligatory. That is because they say that we should not
ask people for something if we think they may not accept
it. Perhaps these people would suggest that it would have
been better if God did not make prayer obligatory so that
His magnanimity would have been maintained. They are
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neglecting the fact that since He is magnanimous He has
made prayer obligatory for us so that He may eliminate
the roots of selfishness in us.

| OTHER THINGS THAT OPPOSE OUR
| OWN WILL

The Almighty God has done another favor to His
servants too and that is preparing a painful Hell in case
people abandon His commands.”” The effect of this Hell
can be studied from this angle that divine torment plays
a unique role in eliminating our egotism. When you
think about divine punishment, nothing of “I” remains
to make a commotion to encourage one to not obey God’s
commands. Even after obeying God’s commands, this
looming punishment prevents you from becoming proud.

In the same way, divine rewards have the important
effect of building our souls and separating us from our
egotism. For any good deed that you do, God will reward
you. Actually, when there is a reward for each good deed,
you become small in front of the Almighty God in a way.
He has told you from the beginning, “For every good
deed that you do, I will give you your wages* so that you
can understand you are a worker and feel that you have
an employer. You will see that everything has worked
together to train you to be a servant and to teach you
servitude, because the way to obtaining all the blessings
that God has placed for human beings is through this
servitude.

God’s way of dealing with people does not change
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with even His best servants. He even rewards Husayn
(as).”? It is as if God tells His Husayn (as), “My Husayn,
you are dying for Me in the ditch. But no one should think
that this is a loving relationship with a beloved who is
equal to His servants. I (God) will reward you in return.”

If Imam Husayn (as) were to say, “God, no I don’t want
any reward. My action was only because of You. I don’t
want to be rewarded at all, etc.” an inappropriate kind
of self-sufficiency could be felt from this way of talking.
Thus, we can see that God will even reward Imam Husayn
(as).

That is why the meaning of what God is saying in
the Qur‘an is this, “Martyrs trade with God, and I won’t
give them less than their due wage.” I am God and not
a beloved who needs others to sacrifice themselves for
Me. I am the beloved God.” The difference between the
beloved God and some other beloved person is that when
God is the beloved, you like to obey His commands so
that you will be rewarded. Of course, this is different
from a situation where you like a reward.

In his last will to Imam Hasan (as) and Imam Husayn
(as), Imam "Ali (as) said, “Work for the wages that God
will give.”? It is not the reward that we like. We like to
be rewarded by God. This shows our smallness in front
of the One Whom we are worshipping. This relationship
between a servant and his Master is not destroyed even in
the most loving relationship.

I ask that when you want to define prayer to pay
attention to this aspect of prayer that it is “obligatory.”
When you want to talk about prayer, pay special
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attention to this point that prayer is obligatory. Prayer is
not talking to God whenever we want. That is not what
we call prayer! If in the beginning of a prayer you say,
“God, I am praying because I want to talk to You. "A/lahu
Akbar (God is Greater),”” this prayer is not accepted. If
you behave in this way, you have not prayed yet. Rather,
you should have this intention, “God, I am praying the
two cycle Morning Prayer that You have commanded me
to pray. ‘Allahu Akbar.” Of course, you can talk about
your needs and wants while you are doing this obligatory
deed too. And it is very good to do so. It is good to do so
because He Himself has given permission to you to talk
about your needs when you are praying. Actually, He has
advised us to do so.

Of course, it is not only with God’s commands that our
egotism is crushed. Tragedies and tribulations can crush
our egotism too. It is obvious that it is much better if we
become humble with God’s commands. Some people at
the time of death gain the humbleness that they should
have had when they were standing on their praying mat.
And the arrogance and egotism that should have been
crushed during worshiping is crushed when they are
dying®

Another time that our egotism is eliminated is when
we are belittled by some domineering power, or when
arrogant, aggressive people humble us. If you do not
become God’s servant and become humble in front of
Him, such people know how to humble you before
themselves. They do all that they can so that you will
not become God’s servant. Then you will easily become
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their servant. There is a mysterious relationship between
God’s guardianship and the guardianship of the Taghut
(domineering powers).

We must choose with which way we want to lose our
egotism. Do we want to choose the way where no trace
will remain of us, we become despised through tragedies
and death, and we do not gain any dignity? Or, shall we
choose the way by which our egotismis eliminated in front
of the Almighty God and through servitude, we become
drowned in His Greatness, we gain dignity from Him
and we become eternal? If we wish to experience being
humble only in being His servant, which is the same as
being dignified, we must understand God'’s kindness that
He has commanded us so that we may grow and advance.
We should see God’s kindness in His commands.

This way of looking at God’s commands as being kind
and uplifting is different from popular culture. For now,
popular culture is under the influence of humanism and
it looks at spirituality only as a tool for gaining calmness
and relieving a person. It only accepts a god that serves
human beings. That which the arrogant, aggressive
groups in the world have made popular in today’s culture,
and which the unbelievers like, is that everything is at the
service of a person’s egotism. Religion and spirituality
have been weakened with this same outlook. Obedience,
worshiping, duties and religious laws have faded. It
is clear why they invite people to be irreligious and to
escape from being God’s servant.
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I A RELIGIOSITY LIKE PHARAOH

Some people like to follow religion in a certain way.
For example, they say, “Sir, talk about prayer in such a
way that I will like it and be satisfied to pray.” One should
answer them, “What value does that prayer have?” Of
course, it is good for people to sometimes pay attention
to the beauties and wisdom of God’s commands. Perhaps
what many people mean by such a question is that they
want to hear something about the reasons for prayer so
that their hearts will become illuminated and they will
become motivated to pray. However, one needs to be
careful of his or her own desires. We should not wait until
we see prayer to be in harmony with our own desires to
worship God.

It is true that a person may not have yet reached this
maturity to understand that doing deeds according to
one’s own personal desires and likings is disgraceful.
For such people, one should speak about the tangible
benefits of prayer as much as possible for now until they
become interested in praying and worshipping, or at least
they avoid sinning. Then gradually one can talk to them
about truths. In general, worship acts are a path for us to
separate ourselves from our own ego and own will.

God’s good servants strictly avoid allowing their
own “will” and “self” to influence their being, behavior,
thinking, and wishes. They say, “May this idol of ‘I" die
rather than me worship God because of thisidol.” Because
God would become second in such a case, and the idol “1”
would be first. If you say, “I like to read the Qur‘an now,”
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how valuable will this recitation be?! Let’s see! What has
happened that you want to recite the Quran? Has the first
idol allowed you to worship God?

This is why believers are worried and are not sure
about themselves when they do a good deed.*® One of the
reasons they are worried is because they think, “Perhaps
I did this worship act since it was in accordance with my
will.” Each of us has a Pharaoh within ourselves that is
capable of saying, “I am your Lord, the most high.”¥ We
should be careful that our worship acts do not become like
Pharaoh’s deeds. Say, “O God! What is Your command?
Command me! Even put Your Heaven and Hell that is the
result of our deeds in response to Your commands and
prohibitions in front of me so that I will understand that
I have no choice other than to carry out Your command.”

Some people imagine they have done God a favor by
worshiping Him and sometimes thinking about Him. It
is as if they are being kind to God. They are making God
small. It is as if He is something likeable but subordinate
to them, or He is like a form of transportation to take them
wherever they want to go. God forbid, they want God to
be like a car at their disposal.

They are so egotistic that they only worship God
when they want. But no, let us worship God due to His
commands! See how this way of looking at things burns
the roots of sinning. Not only does it burn the roots of
sinning, it also waters the pure seedling that is stretching
its head up to the heavens and the purified soul inside
a person to strengthen its roots. The elimination of “I”
deepens the roots of the seedling of purifying the soul,
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which is within a person’s being.

God willing, try to read the Qur'an very much during
these three days. Look at the verses of the lovable Quran
and see how God deals with His servants. He does not
bring down His divine status even an epsilon. God'’s
high status is not lowered at all. By repeatedly reviewing
the verses of the Holy Quran, we can believe that God
is our Lord, the Most High and that we are extremely
minute before Him. By reviewing the Quran, we will
understand that a bigger existence is over us, and that we
are submissive to Him.

Pharaoh had rebelled, and it was necessary for
a prophet to be sent to him to stop him from his
disobedience. We too have rebelled, and God has sent
His Noble Prophet (s) for us. God, the Almighty, told
Moses (as), “Go to Pharaoh. He has indeed rebelled.”*
God told our Prophet on the night of the beginning of
his prophetic mission, “Indeed man becomes rebellious
when he considers himself to be without need.”” We
participate in I'tikaf in a Mosque to destroy our feelings
of being like Pharaoh and having no need for God.

A LIFE FILLED WITH GOD’S
COMMANDS AND PROHIBITIONS

Some people run away from God’s commands and try
to avoid the religious orders. However, there are other
people, like the people with religious understanding who
are in I'tikaf, who try to increase their understanding
about God’s commands. If God has given a clear
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command, they accept it with their heart and soul. If they
have spare time, they search to see if there are any of
God’s commands that they should have been doing but
they were unaware and negligent of them. Because, some
of God’s commands are hidden in certain circumstances.
These kinds of commands are not general commands
and only apply to people who are in a specific situation.
If a person lives carelessly and is negligent, he/she will
not become aware of God’s commands. One example of
this is where we have been told to take care of and help
those who are in need around us. However, since we do
not pay attention to those who are around us, we neglect
those commands too.

Thus, the believers are always diligent in pursuing any
possible commands that they should have been carrying
out but which they were unaware of. Therefore, their lives
are always overflowing with duties that they are careful
not to neglect due to their attentiveness. This is a special
custom and way, which only those who have tasted the
truth of worshipping enjoy.

Imam Sadiq (as) addressed "Unwan Basriin a tradition,
which is known as the ‘Unwan Basri Tradition, and said,
“Go and find the truth of worship.” "Unwan Basr1 asked,
“Whatis the truth of worship?” In answering this question,
the Imam (as) mentioned several factors and the third one
is this, “This person’s entire thinking and concentration is
centered on God’s commands.” This means that all of his
concentration is used for understanding what things God
has commanded him/her to do, so that he/she can carry
out these commands, and understanding what things
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God has forbidden, so that he/she can avoid doing those.*
If you look at servitude and life from this perspective,
the Treatise on Practical Laws [of the Religious Authority
that you follow] will become your book of instruction
for religion. It will show your path for your spiritual
wayfaring. It will become a tool for manifesting your love.

| THE CULTURE OF I'TIKAF

I'tikaf means searching and probing for God’s
commands. You stay two days in the Almighty God’s
house so that on the third day God will order you to
be confined to His house. I'tikaf means volunteering to
receive God’s commands. I'tikaf means a blossoming
of our internal nature, understanding the beauty of
commands and a servant becoming freed from his
uncertainty. I'tikaf means coming at His beckon, listening
to His command, and leaving when He gives permission.

I ask you to take the customs of I'tikaf with you when
you leave. When I say the customs of I'tikaf, I mean the
spirit and outlook that can be created in a person by I'tikaf
and which begins when gathering with other people in
I'tikaf. A custom of I'tikaf is to say, “This is worthless for
me to do a good deed since ‘I’ feel like it. What is more
valuable is for fundamentally ‘I’ and “my will” not to exist,
and only God and His commands compel me to do good
deeds.” This is what is meant by servitude. A person
must try to get close to the true meaning of servitude by
performing the deeds that are compulsory so that he/she
can enjoy worshipping.
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Yes, enjoy. But, this pleasure is different from sensual
enjoyments. These are spiritual, higher pleasures of the
soul. This pleasure is the reward of the Great Lord for
His humble servant who has gained dignity. I'tikaf is of
this kind of pleasure and is not a selfish enjoyment. It is a
pleasure in pursuing God, which is active in the souls of
pure, vigilant people and those who are in love.

The pleasure one has in I'tikaf is due to abandoning
sensual desires. It has been well said that, “If you taste the
enjoyment of abandoning enjoyments, you won’t say that
sensual desires are enjoyable.” The pleasure from I tikaf
is due to patience and faith, faith in His promises and
patience in worship acts and avoiding sins. After a short
time, patience gradually becomes sweet to the servant’s
palate.

The custom of I'tikaf removes inappropriate questions
and does not consider worshiping God to be something
injudicious. The culture of I'tikaf causes a person to be
continuously in pursuit of God’s commandments. Instead
of bargaining over the limits of God’s commandments,
think about becoming drowned in the depths of
worshiping and servitude. I'tikaf causes us to be in
pursuit of understanding God’s commands more, and we
should realize that it was to our own loss that we ignored
these commands. It is only God Who can make up for the
benefits that we have missed.

Young people! You should ask God to give you
the success of being able to go into religious seclusion
next to the House of God (Ka'ba). Then, after you have
put on the Ihram (pilgrim’s garb), which in itself is
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somehow a way for receiving a large number of God'’s
commandments, you can become a person who has
entered religious seclusion and be one who has inhabited
His house. Then you can say, “O God! It is not difficult for
me that You give me many commandments. See, I have
even entered religious seclusion in Your Mosque so that
Your commands may apply to me.” Then there will be
obligatory commandments one on top of another. How
sweet it will be.

Do you know when you will taste the enjoyment of
religious seclusion? It is on the third day. When you want
to leave the Mosque, you will see that you are somewhat
sad. Itis as if God is kicking you out. Perhaps some people
who look at this from the outside will say, “Be happy. You
are free now. You were in I'tikaf for a while. Now you can
go. Why are you crying?” You answer, “It is as if during
these three days when I was breathing in the atmosphere
of God’s commandments, I was embraced by God’s
mercy. Now those commandments have been removed,
and I feel alone without a place of refuge, and...”

The end of Hajj has the same feeling. At sunset on the
last day of the month of Ramadan is also the same way
when people say, “God’s command for fasting during the
month of Ramadan has come to an end.” People’s hearts
are sad. Now it is God Who wants to make His servants
happy. He says, “Come tomorrow; it’s Eid al-Fitr. Come
and be happy. Come, so that I may give you a gift on this
Eid.” Now God wants to do something so that the sad
hearts of the believers may be happy.
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| EGOTISTICAL RECOMMENDED
WORSHIP ACTS

Now, if after doing obligatory deeds and along with
them, you want to grow and become uplifted by doing
recommended deeds, what should your intention be?
You should say, “God, I don’t do this recommended
deed because I could have not done it, because I became
excited about my freedom, or because I chose to do it with
pride and so I did it. Rather, I did it because I love that
You glanced at me and beckoned to me. You allowed me,
and You granted me Your permission. I do recommended
deeds because there is a little of Your commands in them.”
If the encouragement for a servant to do a recommended
deed is a lack of coercion and the fact that it is not
obligatory, this will be like worshiping ourselves and self-
seeking, not worshiping God.

If we do recommended deeds with this intention that
there is a little of God’s commandments in them, they will
be protected from harmful, evil effects such as: taking the
place of obligatory actions, causing arrogance, a feeling
that God is obliged to us, our deeds becoming useless,
or our deeds not strengthening and completing our
obligatory deeds.

An important example of self-seeking worshiping
with evil effects is abandoning God’s more important
commands - such as ignoring the situation of the people
who are around you, who have rights on you or who are
dependent on you - and doing worship acts instead. In
such a situation, your worshiping may even appear to be
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very beautiful. It is as if Satan does not tempt a person to
abandon this misplaced worship act.

I THE POSITION OF THE GUARDIAN IN
THE SYSTEM OF DIVINE COMMANDS

At this point, let us discuss this time in history a little,
which is the most valuable topic that we should pay
attention toin these moments. Thisis the anniversary of the
birth of the Commander of the Faithful, "Ali bin Abi Talib
(as). (Or if you are doing the recommended I'tikaf at the
end of the month of Ramadan, itis the anniversary of Imam
‘All’s (as) martyrdom.) It is impossible not to remember
him when discussing such a topic and during such a time.
Worshiping without believing in his Guardianship is not
accepted,® and religious understanding without paying
attention to his high status is irrational.

In the explanation that has been given about God’s
commands and prohibitions so far, the Almighty God has
determined some deputies on earth in representation of
Himself, who are the Guardians He has sent over people.
They are both the messengers of God and also the first
ones to execute His commands. The prophets and their
successors, the Imams (as), have the responsibility of
ruling on earth as God’s deputies, and naturally, they have
the responsibility to make sure that God’s commands
and prohibitions are obeyed. They should protect the
boundaries of the divine commands in society, confront
the enemies of God and help God’s servants in adhering
to God’s commands.
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Now, let’s see what the position of God’s Greatest
Guardian (the Imam of the Time (aj.)) is, what our
circumstances are before him, and what relationship
we have with him. Then let's see what happened to
"Ali bin Abi Talib (as) who was the Imam of the Imams
and had the weighty mission of imparting the divine
commands. When the Almighty God’s commands cause
the unbelievers to escape from and oppose religion, won't
His deputy on earth who is responsible for imparting the
divine commands be the target of animosity? When God
is accused by unwise, shallow people who ask, “Does
God need our prayer?” why wouldn’t "Ali bin Abi Talib
(as) who was trying to establish a government at God’s
command be accused of power-seeking and a greed for
ruling? It is that simple.

The Commander of the Faithful (as) was accused of
two things. One was that when he gave commands and
took action, he was accused of seeking power. The second
was that when he did not give commands and waited for
the society to mature in order to be able to take action,
he was accused of seeking ease. People openly accused
the Commander of the Faithful (as) of these two things
during his time.*> We should deeply understand the
relation between our servitude to God and accepting the
guardianship of God’s Guardian. Many people worship
sincerely, but since they do not put themselves completely
under God’s command, God will not accept even a bit of
their worshiping. It is not as if they sometimes sin and
God does not forgive them. God is kind and benevolent
and He forgives sins, but these kinds of people are not
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willing to accept some of God’s commands. Wasn’t Satan
the same way and therefore subjected to God’s wrath?

This is a divine tradition that whenever God wants to
test the honesty of His servant, He tests him with obeying
his Guardian. No one can hide his irreligiousness behind
adhering to some of God’s commands. Hiding in this way
is the way of the unbelievers and hypocrites. When they
cannot object to divine commands for some reason, they
bring excuses and say there are obstacles in the way of
their obeying God’s Guardian.

Therefore, if a society obeys God’s commands, its
people will be kind with God’s Guardian. And if a society
escapes from the divine commands, it will fight with
God’s Guardian. Since people are not in a position to be
able to fight with God, they retaliate by fighting with His
deputy and their hidden disbelief is revealed in this way.

Thatis why I want to come to a clear result, even though
some may consider it to be just a slogan. This conclusion
is that the people who follow the Guardian are the ones
who are truly doing I'tikaf. I'tikaf means staying in God’s
House waiting to receive the Master's commands. I'tikaf
means being present in the camp of the soldiers of the
Imam of the Time (a.j.) and announcing one’s readiness
to obey the Master eagerly.

That is why those who oppose our religion oppose
this Guardianship too. And those who are opposed
to us following the Guardian are opposed to our
religiosity too. Our enemies have clearly understood the
relationship between wanton behavior and shunning
the Guardian. That is why that CIA analyst says, “If you
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want to overthrow the Islamic Republic of Iran, you must
propagate wanton behavior.” And, he directly mentions
illicit relationships between men and women.

It is not without reason that when the Supreme Leader
of the Islamic Republic wants to speak about the stability
of our system, he talks about the I'tikaf of young people
and university students.®

WHY DIDN’T SOME OF THE PEOPLE OF
U KUFA LIKE THE COMMANDER OF THE
FAITHFUL, "ALI (AS)?

Let’s finish our discussion by remembering how the
Commander of the Faithful (as) was oppressed. Because
remembering his oppression is praising him, and his
referral to this may be seen in the book Nahj al-Balaghah.*
Did the Imam have a bad behaviour, or was he not
generous or kind enough, that some people showed
animosity to him? Did the people of that time have no
sense at all, or were their hearts made of stone, that they
became enemies with the Imam? How could one not like
a person who had the outstanding attributes that he had?
Don'’t think that only thieves and looters of the public
treasury showed animosity toward "Ali (as). Or don’t
think it was only the ones who loved to rule and saw the
Imam to be an obstacle to them taking power that showed
animosity toward him. How many people like this were
there? Look at ‘Ali’s (as) extensive loneliness in history.

Wasn’t the Imam humble to such an extent that he
was called, “Abu Turdb (the father of dirt)”? So why
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didn’t everyone love him in his/her heart? Didn’t he help
the deprived people? Why did some of these deprived
people become his enemies and the enemies of his
children? Didn’t he have a sea of knowledge and wisdom
within himself? He spoke jewels of wisdom. Why didn’t
everyone become infatuated with him? Didn’t they see
his tears arising from his deep mysticism and his amorous
supplications to God? At least they could have respected
him as a true mystic.

Thetruthisthatif "Ali(as) had not givenany commands,
everyone would have liked him and no one would have
had any problems with him. Be careful that you are not
such that the Imam’s commands and prohibitions make
you displeased with him. You are awaiting a master who
is exceptional in his commanding and prohibiting. Since
his hand is open in this, he will command and prohibit
even more than Imam "Ali (as) did. Be careful that before
he returns you are ready to accept commandments so
that you will not turn away from him.

What I am saying is not just my personal opinion.
Haven’t you heard that Imam Sadiq (as) warned the Shi‘a
that the opportunity for correcting oneself will end at the
time of the Reappearance, and he warned of the terrifying
tests at the end of time?* In fact, he called the attention of
the Shi‘a to the necessity of preparing themselves before
the Reappearance.”” What Imam $adiq said means, “O
our Shia, prepare yourselves before the Reappearance.
Purify yourselves and prepare yourselves as much as is
needed. Because, when the Reappearance takes place,
terrifying tests will suddenly come up. At that time, you
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will not have the opportunity to correct yourselves. You
need to have corrected yourselves before that time.”

It is possible that you like Imam Mahdi (aj.) while
you are far from him. However, if you are not used to
accepting his commands, it is possible that when you
get closer to him you will gradually start hating him. A
person who is not eager for commands cannot love the
Commander of the Faithful (as) for very long.

Wasn't there a person who said, “O "Alj, I love you”?
Perhaps he himself thought that he was telling the truth.
However, the Imam (as) looked at him and said, “You
don’t love me. You're lying.” The man objected and said,
“O "Al;, I am telling you about my soul. Are you aware
of what is in my heart that you are rejecting this?” The
Imam replied, “I know all of my friends by their names
and their characteristics, but you're not one of them.”*

History may show that this person became corrupted
later on. Perhaps he was a corrupted person from the
beginning, but this poor man was not even aware of it
himself. The time had not yet come for him to be tested
and see that he would not listen to commands.

Do you know when the first moment of meeting the
Commander of the Faithful, "Ali (as), will be? According
to the traditions, we will meet the Imam during the
difficult moments when we are dying. He himself said,
“Whenever someone dies, he will see me.”* When a
person is under pressure, he curses everything. He is
angry, talks freely and reveals his selfishness. When you
are dying, you will suddenly see the Imam in front of
yourself. At that time, the more you like to live, the more
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you will hate the Imam. Be very careful so that you will
not hate the Imam at that time. If you like your life too
much, you may look at the Imam with anger.

In Imam Khomeini’s (r) letter to his son, Haj Sayyid
Ahmad Khomeini, which was filled with mysticism
and morals, he wrote, “Behold! There is a danger in the
moments when one is separating from this world and
migrating to the eternal world. If a person loves himself,
and in addition to that, he loves this world with all its
various aspects, it is possible that at the time of death and
migrating to the next world some affairs will be revealed
to him and he will see that God’s agent is separating him
from his beloved (this world). In such a condition, he may
migrate with feelings of enmity toward the Almighty
God and while hating and being angry at Him. This is the
outcome and result of loving oneself and this world, which
has been mentioned in the traditions. A trustworthy,
religious person narrated, ‘I went to visit a person who
was dying. That person said, “God is oppressing me in
a way that no one has done before this. God wants to
separate me from my children, whom I have raised with
great effort.” I got up and left, and he died.””*

That religious person had probably gone to the
person who was dying to remind him to say, “La Ilaha
Illallah (There is no god except Allah)” as has been
recommended in our religion.* However, it was as if the
man was answering, “Shall I say it now? My whole life
I was wrong to say it. Who is taking my life? Is this the
right time for me to die? I have just finished raising my
children. I should stay and enjoy my life. I have to die
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now?!” So he was unable to say this sentence “La Ilaha
Illallah” and he died. Imam Sadiq (as) said, “If a person
sees something that he does not like at the time of death,
nothing will be more hateful for him than meeting God.”4

It has been related in the traditions that Satan swore to
God’s dignity that he would not stop misleading human
beings as long as he is alive.* It is natural that he uses
the most force at the time when one is dying to remove
a person’s belief.* Perhaps one of Satan’s deceptions is
that at that moment he tells a person, “See, it's God who
is taking your life.” In this way, he causes a person to
become angry at God. Because it has been said in the
traditions that the smallest hardship when dying is like
100 blows of a sword, which hit a person and cause his
suffering.® Of course, in other traditions good news has
been given about death being easy for the believers. But if
a person has not prepared himself, it is not clear if he will
leave this world as a faithful person.

WHY DID SOME PEOPLE LOVE THE
COMMANDER OF THE FAITHFUL, "ALI
(AS), SO MUCH?

You should be obedient your whole life and create a
love for obeying commands within yourself in order to
be able to love the Commander of the Faithful (as). A
person who accepts commands will love the Commander
of the Faithful (as), and a person who is a servant will be
devoted to his master.

When some people see the Imam in those hard
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moments (at the time of death), they forget all the sorrows
of the world and all their pains stop. As they look at the
innocent eyes of "Ali (as), love and passion will create a
fervor in their hearts. They will stand in front of the Imam
with complete enthusiasm, praise God and obtain all their
wishes. Death for such people is a meeting place and not
a sorrowful incident.

You have certainly heard the story of a slave who stole
something and how "Ali (as) punished him by cutting
off his fingers. It is related that they brought a black
slave, whose hands were tied up, to the Commander of
the Faithful (as) and said that he had stolen something.
The Imam asked him three times, “Did you steal?” He
replied, “O Commander of the Faithful, I stole. Purify me
by punishing me.”*® The Imam gave the command, the
punishment was carried out and they cut off his fingers.

On his way returning home, he met Ibn al-Kawa’, who
held grudges against the Commander of the Faithful (as)
in his heart. Later, this man became one of the Khawarij.
Ibn al-Kawa’ asked the slave, “Who has cut your fingers?”
The slave replied, “He is the lion of Hijaz and the
champion of Iraq. He is the one who smashes the bold
(wrongdoers) and takes revenge on the ignorant (foolish).
He has a noble, honourable nature. He is the one who
has come out from two sacred places, the inheritor of the
people of Mash'ar, and the father of the two grandsons
(of the Prophet). He is the foremost of all the foremost
and the last successor of Al Yasin. He is confirmed by the
angel Gabriel and helped by the angel Michael. He is the
“firm handhold” (Habl al-Matin) and protected by all the
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soldiers in the sky. I swear he is the Commander of the
Faithful, contrary to the desire of his opponents.”+

Ibn al-Kawa’, whose mouth was probably hanging
open in surprise, said, “He has cut your hand and you are
praising him?!” The black man said, “If he cuts me into
pieces, it will have no effect on me except to increase my
affection for him.”#

Ibn al-Kawa” who was surprised at what the slave had
said, went to the Commander of the Faithful (as) and told
him the story of what he had seen. Ibn al-Kawa’ said,
“When 1 asked him the second time, ‘The Commander
of the Faithful has cut your fingers and you're praising
him?!" he replied, "How can I not praise him while
affection for him has mixed with my entire being. I swear
to God that he hasn’t cut my fingers except because he
wanted to adhere to the divine commandments.””

The Commander of the Faithful (as) said, “Ibn al-Kawa’
don’t you know that the people who love us, even if we
cut them into pieces, their affection only increases toward
us. And among our enemies, there are some people who,
even if we put oil and honey in their mouths (and are
kind to them), it has no effect other than to increase their
hatred toward us.”*

At another time, the Imam (as) said, “If I strike a
believer on his nose with a sword for him to become my
enemy, he won’t become my enemy.”*® Why? Because
a believer is not selfish before 'Ali (as). That is because
"All has caused him to become infatuated with himself.
If *Ali struck him, he would not even notice that "Ali had
struck him let alone hate 'Ali's command. The Imam
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(as) continued, “If I were to turn the whole world into
honey and put it in a hypocrite’s mouth for him to like
me, he would not like me. The Prophet of God (s) told
me, ‘O "All, no believer will become your enemy and no
hypocrite will become your friend.””*!

We ask God to help us and to cause our hearts to have
a pure affection for the Imam due to our accepting God’s
commands. Pure affection is unique. It is enjoyable in
such a way that cannot be found in anything else in the
world. A unique affection is an affection without a reason.
You suddenly say, “I miss Ali.” T ask, “Why?” You say, “I
don’t know, but I'm overwhelmed. I want my master and
commander.” I say, “My dear, you love the Imam, fine.
But why are you impatient? Calm down.” You say, “No,
I'm restless.” I see that there is no other solution other
than for someone to come and talk about the master for
you to feel relieved. You say, “I need to keep repeating his
name until I can find a little peace. ‘O my master! With
your remembrance, my heart is alive. Only through my
private conversations with you is my heart saved from
jtsifeariga2

Such a person finds happiness and sweetness in
remembering "All (as). If he gets married, he talks about
'All’s (as) attributes in his wedding. Friends, decide to
talk about "Ali’s (as) attributes in your wedding. Enjoy
the highest enjoyment. Nothing in this world will light a
fire inside a person the way that 'Ali’s (as) affection does.
Ask for this affection from him himself. I swear to God
that "Ali (as) is kind. If you ask him for this world, he will
give it to you. However, if you ask him for himself, he will
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wait a little for you to move toward him. Nevertheless,
this effort is sweet. Ask him directly.

He does not reject or disappoint anyone. If you do not
believe me, I can prove it to you. Let’s talk about what
happened in Medina. When those two people came to visit
Fatimah Zahra (as) and she did not let them in, they knew
what to do. They easily went to "Ali (as) and asked him to
mediate for them. Fatimah (as) said, “O "Ali, [ don’t want
to see these people in your house.” The Commander of
the Faithful (as) replied, “My Fatimah, I don’t like anyone
to ask me for something and I refuse him.”*?

V2

https://downloadshiabooks.com/






’ a.a.mmuw.a.m




66 Notes

Chapter 1

1. When a person goes into religious seclusion in the Mosque for three
days and participates in this spiritual retreat, the first two days
that one stays are a recommended action done with the intention
of coming closer to God. However, after a person has stayed in
the Mosque for this religious seclusion for two days, it becomes
obligatory to remain in the Mosque the third day. [Trans.]

2. The Commander of the Faithful, "AlT (as), said, “Eyes have not seen
Him by looking at Him, however hearts see Him by seeing the truths
of faith."

[AmalT, Sadag, p. 342]

3. The Commander of the Faithful, "AlT (as) said, “Whoever loves
something is anxious to remember and talk about it.”
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[Ghurar al-Hikam, tradition no. 895]

4. The Holy Prophet of God (s) said, “The best virtue in this world is
remembering death. The best worship act is remembering death.
The best thinking is remembering death. And whoever is filled with

remembering death will find his grave to be one of the gardens of
Paradise.”

A R e ] (A T i oews Wrsatonvdn. 2 ool g #2%
.5_‘7‘;'5,5;).5»;.1 ,_'._._1;) 3-\_-91:.')5& daliz) Jealg s all 1S5 EEh) D ,;;*,’-J =23
diol ol5) o 4545 6518 355 wraall $53 A Lo a0

[Jami" al-Akhbar, p. 165]

The Commander of the Faithful (as) said, “Whoever loves to meet his
Lord avoids (and does not become attached to) this world.”
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[Ghurar al-Hikam, tradition no. 8,425]

5. The Messenger of God (s) said, “Nothing prolongs life except
righteousness.”
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[Makarim al-Akhlaq, TabarsT, p. 389]

Imam $adiqg (as) said, “Whoever has good intentions, his life will be
prolonged.”
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[Da awat al-Rawandi, p. 127]

6. Imam Rida (as) said, “The closest position of a person to God is when
he is in prostration. These are God's words in the Qur’an where He
has said, ‘Prostrate and come nearer (to Allah).’ [Qur'an, 96:19]"
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[Man la Yahduruh al-Faqih, vol. 1, p. 209]

7. “The first House ever to be buiit for people was that at Bakkah (Mecca),
blessed and a guidance for the worlds.”
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[Qur’an, 3:96]

8. The Holy Prophet of God (s) said, “God revealed to the world, ‘Whoever
serves you, make him suffer. And whoever throws you away, serve
him/her.”
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[Amal7, Sadaq, p. 279]

The Commander of the Faithful, “Al7 (as), said, “If you turn toward the
world, the world will turn its back on you. If you turn away from the
world, the world will turn toward you.”
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[Ghurar al-Hikam, tradition no. 3,798 and 3,799]

9. The Commander of the Faithful, "AlT (as), said, “If one becomes

detached from this world, tragedies will become easy for him/her.”
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[Usal Kafr, vol. 2, p. 50]

10. The Holy Prophet of God (s) said, “If a person attacks another person
with a sharp knife, it is better for him than being praised in front of
himself.”
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[Mizan al-Hikmah, tradition no. 18,679]

In another tradition, the Prophet (s) said, “Whenever you praise your
brother (in faith) in front of him, it is as if you have cut his throat with
a blade.”

[/bid, tradition no. 18,680]

11. The Messenger of God (s) said, “The Glorious God spoke 124,000
words in private with Masa bin “Imran (Moses) (as) over a period of
three days and nights. During this period Masa bin “Imran did not
eat or drink anything. When he returned to the Israelites and heard
them speaking, he was repelled by them. The reason for this was
the effect that listening to the Glorious God’s sweet words had on
his ears.”
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[Khisal, Sadig, vol. 2, p. 642]

Imam "Al7 (as) said, “The result of becoming close and attached to God
is avoiding (becoming attached to) people.”
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[Ghurar al-Hikam, tradition no. 3,949]

CRhREaRpRiseN T 2
5o T S A R O R S R |

12. Common people are those who do not have any opinion or analysis
from themselves, and they act according to their environment
and other people's opinions. Therefore, an educated person who
does not usually think about religiosity and only follows what other
people say, is a common person. [For more information, refer to
the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Khamenei's, statements in defining
who are “common people” and who are the “elites.” For example,
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refer to his statements in speaking with the group of Commanders of
“Division 72 of Muhammad Rasdullullah (s)” on June 9, 1996.]

13. Rule no. 1: “I'tikaf is recommended, but it becomes obligatory if a vow
is made or in other similar situations. [/slamic Laws and Regulations
from Imam Khomeini (Annotated). vol. 2, p. 933, Rules for I'tikaf]

14. Rule no. 6: It is permitted for a person to stay for I'tikaf for more than
three days. But whenever a person stays for two days, he should
add the third day to it (according to obligatory caution). Rule no.
8: One can abandon a recommended | tikaf on either of the first
two days. However, it is not allowed to abandon it on the third day.
[Islamic Laws and Regulations from Imam Khomeini (Annotated).
vol. 2, p. 933, Rules for I'tikaf]

15. Making the obligatory pilgrimage to the Ka'ba (Hajj Tamattu’)
is obligatory one time for a person who has the necessary
circumstances. Going again in other years is recommended and not
obligatory. This pilgrimage, whether it is obligatory or recommended,
should be done during its special month (Dht al-Hijjah). Making a
recommended pilgrimage to the Ka'ba (‘Umrah al-Mufradah) is
done during the other months of the year and has less deeds that
are required to be done.

16. Refer to the commentary on verses 1 and 2 of the chapter “Muzammil®
in the book “Tafsir al-Mizan.”

About the verse “And during part of the night adore Him, and give glory
to Him a long (part of the) night [Qur'an, 76:26),” Imam $adiq (as)
said, “God commanded the Prophet (s) to pray during some hours
of the night.”
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[Mustadrak al-Wasa'il, tradition no. 6,922]

Muhammad bin Muslim has related that he asked about the meaning of
the verses “O you who have wrapped up in your garments! Rise to
pray in the night except a little [Qur'an, 73:1-2)," from Imam Baqir
(as). The Imam (as) answered, “God commanded he (the Prophet)
pray every night.”
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[Tahdhib, vol. 2, p. 335]

17. If a person abandons even a day of fasting during the month of
Ramadan, he should make up for it and also give the expiation.
The expiation for missing a day of fasting during the month of
Ramadan is freeing a slave, or feeding 60 poor people or fasting
for two months - 31 days of which should be done consecutively.
This atonement is for abandoning just one day of fasting during the
month of Ramadan. [For more information, refer to /slamic Laws and
Regulations from Imam Khomeini, rules no. 1,658 — 1,662.]

18. In a sermon before the start of the month of Ramadan, the Prophet of
God (s) said about this month, “... a month in which you are invited
to God’'s banquet.” [ Uyan Akhbar al-Rida, Saduq, vol. 1, p. 295]
[Trans.]

19. This verse from the Holy Qur’an is as follows:
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[Qurian, 51:56.]

20. An example is, “For he who transgresses after this, he shall have a
painful punishment.”
adl Blae als Gl)S 383 (g 33¢] 299

[Qurian, 5:94]

21. The Qur'an says, “And as to those who believe and do good deeds,
He will pay them fully their wages; and Allah does not love the
unjust.”
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[Qurian, 3:57]

Itis also written in the Qur'an, “/f you believe and guard (against evil), He
will give you your wages.”
.
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[Qur'an, 47:36]
22. Imam $adiq (as) and Imam Bagir (as) both said, “Indeed the Almighty
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God rewarded Husayn (as) because of his being murdered, by
putting Imamate in his descendants, healing in his dust, and prayers
being accepted next to his grave. In addition, the days when his
pilgrims come to visit him are not counted as the days of their lives.”
Muhammad bin Muslim said, “So | asked Imam S$adiq (as), ‘All this
greatness and honor is gained by honoring Husayn (as). What does
he himself gain?’' The Imam replied, ‘Indeed God will join him to the
Prophet (s) and he will forever be with him and at his level.' Then the
Imam recited this verse, ‘And (as for) those who believe and their
offspring follow them in faith, We will unite with them their offspring
and We will not diminish to them aught of their work; every man is
responS|bIe for what he shall have wrought [Qur’an, 52:21]"

A sl A A A ==\ s e " - - - =
&AL .4‘......_.“ 3 4070 (9 doladl ) 25 4 138 5 5 ¢ (plin B

J 8 L) P8l (g 4
1 ] ] | |

sl .__.t.__“_,g O -0 L2 a Lol Syl 2L 20 3 0yt Il +LE U A4S
i A 2R A 2 11 1} 3= ~ 4l = gy 2 {2

o dll O U8 d a4 led ¢ i ns]u LD JUSJlsdn g alloae (o3 Cind

| e ¢ & 1.2 : . e & £ i

SL Ul glele it alidas gl i aod ve ddisd S dRo VS ruJudasdl

- x oy B ey et

(B2 (i sl gl g 50

[Amalr, Shaykh TasT, p. 317]

23. The exact verse from the Holy Qur’an is as follows, “Allah has
purchased from the believers their selves and possessions, and for
them is Paradise. They fight in the Way of A//ah, slay, and are slain.
That is a binding promise upon Him in the Torah, the Gospel and the
Qur’an; and who is there that more truthfully fulfills his covenant than
Allah? Therefore, rejoice in the bargain you have bargained with
Him. That is the mighty winning.”

| ‘ 1 | 1

abl Lo 2 Gabilas A il a3/ ..lfliﬁ-l‘u.}d.‘_gn.u_l‘ _._u:ya:..‘ (o _:,J..._,u_ | 40l ¢ -
4Dl G0 00825 941 Frss ....9 LA:.:L g alj5t _,_QL_.:;’-LA._ 134 $19-liais _;,_l.uua
tastanll $5 20 o b G 'r_,,a..»o....d_;s__lcjs.wn__uw_é

[Qur'an, 9:111]
24. Nahj al-Balaghah, letter no. 47.

25. The Holy Qur'an says, “Why, then, when the soul leaps up to the
throat of the dying...”

120 =5 151 9 aldy
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[Qur'an, 56:83]
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72 Notes

26. In describing the pious, the Commander of the Faithful (as) said,
“When he/she is doing a good deed, he/she is afraid and worried.”

[Nahj al-Balaghah, sermon 193. This sermon is known as the sermon
of “Hamam.”]

27. Quran, 79:24.
28. Qur'an, 20:24 and 79:17.
29. Qur'an, 96:6 - 7.

30. This tradition from Imam Sadiq (as) is as follows:

Y i ‘ .
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[Mishkat al-Anwar FT Ghurar al-Akhbar, p. 325.]

31. Imam Bagqir (as) said, “(The angel) Gabriel descended upon the
Prophet (s) and told him, ‘O Muhammad, salam and He (the Almighty
God) says salam to you and says, ‘I created seven skies with
whatever is in them and seven earths with whatever is in them. | did
not create any position higher than Rukn (the eastern side of Ka'ba)
and Magam (the station of Ibrahim next to the Ka'ba). If someone
calls Me in this place from the beginning of the creation of the sky
and earth but comes to meet Me while denying the Guardianship of
“AIT (as), | will throw him in Hell on his face.™”
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[Amali, Sadaq, p. 484]

In addition, the Prophet of God (s) told "AlT (as), “O Ali, if a servant
worships God for the same period of time that Noah was preaching
to his nation (meaning for a very long period), and if he has gold that
weighs the same weight as the Uhud Mountain and gives it in charity
in the way of God, and if he lives so long that he goes to Hajj 1,000
times on foot, and then he is killed between Safa and Marwa while
he is oppressed, but he does not believe in your Guardianship, he
will neither smell Heaven nor will he enter it.”
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[Bisharah al-Mustafa, p. 94, Managib Ibn Shahr Ashab, vol. 3, p. 198;
Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 27, p. 194, narrated from Manaqib Kharazmi.]

32. The example of the first case was during the Battle of Jamal (camel).
Imam "AlT (as) was accused by Talha, Zubayr and his opponents
in this Battle of seeking power and killing "Uthman in order to gain
power. The second example was when he accepted arbitration
(between Imam "All and Mu'awiyah) due to the weakness of
people’s insight, especially the Khawarij (those who had left the
religion). Later on, the Khawarij accused the Commander of the
Faithful (as) of seeking his own comfort. They said he accepted
arbitration to protect his own life because of his fear of Mu'awiyah
and because of the Khawarij's swords. About the Khawarij, Imam
“AlT (as) said, “They said, ‘The right way was that our leader should
not have obeyed our opinion, which was wrong, and he should have
acted according to his own opinion (fighting with Mu'awiyah, and he
should have stood up against those who believed in arbitration). He
should not have been concerned about his own life or the fact that
some of us opposed him. Now, since he followed and obeyed us in
our mistake, he has become an unbeliever.”

~ | &% = . = & 9 P8 PR R B yeaad 2418 K= te et Tz
38§ awans U8 JLE el dasasy sl Gl Uasl e a3 ) Lyed 250 OS5 1B L)

L

> ] i - - T £ e 2 | 5 | L B
g ascls a...‘;':.&._}..@./_es._a_%._..cmb-_m

B 5
-

[Khisal, Sadugq, vol. 2, p. 381]

33. Ayatollah Khamenei said, “Today, the political system of the country
is stronger than ever... We have such a situation today. Most of
the people of our society are young. And they are young people
who are not caught up in the traps and corruption that most of the
young people of the world are caught up in... Our young people are
in pursuit of the truth. Their hearts are soft and enlightened. Never
in the years of the far past when | was young during the month of
Ramadan in our country or in the Guharshad Mosque in Mashhad
did we see people going into religious seclusion... During the time
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for I'tikaf today, our universities, Mosques throughout the country,
and the central Mosques are filled with people who have come for
religious seclusion... This is how our young people are today. Today,
a tendency for religion and revolutionary values exists among most
parts of society.” [Nov. 12, 2006]

Ayatollah Khamenei also said, “The enemy saw the university students
in I'tikaf in the universities’ Mosques. They saw the Mosques were
filled with these people who were in I'tikaf. Most of them were
young people. The enemy shakes from such things. All of these are
different aspects of the greatness of this revolution, the greatness
of that message, and the greatness of that Imam (Khomeini).” [Apr.
29, 1998]

34. In answering Mu’awiyah's letter, Imam "Al7 (as) said, “You said they
pulled me toward pledging allegiance like a restrained camel... |
swear to God that you wanted to criticize me but you praised me.
You wanted to disgrace me, but you disgraced yourself. A Muslim
does not fear being oppressed as long as he does not doubt about
his rellglon and does not doubt his certamty
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[Nahj al-Balaghah, letter no. 28]

35. About the verse, “On the day when some of the signs of your Lord
come, no soul will be benefited by its belief had it not believed before
or earned good in its belief. Say, ‘Wait, we too are waiting,” [Qur'an,
6:158], Imam Sadiq (as) said, “The signs are the Imams and the
awaited sign is the Qa’im. The meaning of their belief not benefiting
them is not believing in the Qa'im before his uprising with a sword
although they had believed in his fathers who were before him.”
\_,_(.—:.JL: Lel Lo S_a.ubé_»)\_,b L'-A_n_ _,_,..:r,rJ s> 5 S abl J35 3 JLS &30
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(Kamal al-Din, Shaykh $adugq, vol. 1, p. 18]

36. “We were sitting and Imam $adiq (as) could hear us talking. The Imam
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asked, ‘'What are you discussing?’ Then he said, ‘| swear to God,
that which you are awaiting will not come about until you are sifted,
you have become pure, and the good and bad are separated
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[Kaff, vol. 1. p. 370]

37. Imam Sadiq (as) said, “Indeed there is a government for us that will
be established whenever God wants.” Then he said, “Whoever likes
to be among the companions of the Qa'im should await him, and
his deeds should be accompanied with vigilance (wara’) and good
behavior while he is awaiting him. In this case, if he dies and the
Qa'im reappears after his death, he will receive the same reward as
those who see the Imam. So, struggle hard and await him. Good for
those who receive God’s mercy.”
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[Ghaybah, Nu'manT, p. 200]

38. Imam $Sadiq (as) said, “A man came to the Commander of the Faithful
(as) and said, ‘O Commander of the Faithful, | swear to God that |
love you.’ The Imam replied, “You are lying.’ The man said, ‘Glory be
to God. Do you know what is going on inside me?!" The Commander
of the Faithful (as) became upset, raised his hands toward the sky
and told him, ‘Why shouldn't it be like this when our Sublime Lord
created the souls two thousand years before the bodies. Then he
showed us those who love us and those who do not love us. | swear
to God, | did not see your soul among those who love us. Where
were you?”
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2353 ¢ Saiedall fralcaad i JB 1S w3 La 5,85 uS_J'Sm‘UM y,J 4 JEs
Ol Ju plasdl 35 e 5 LG L5 5.4 5 SIS e S5 S .|..99cM1U.Jl.:..:
(S EdS o318 Lias) o aus S b La abl 3 Laarall oo cnaliLisle J_—:‘._..[c.._xgas_au.n.l.g

https://downloadshiabooks.com/




76 Notes

[Basa'ir al-Darajat, p. 89]

In another narration, it has been related in this way, “Woe to you! Indeed
you are lying. | don't see your face among the faces (of those who
love me) nor your name among the names.”
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[Amalr, TasT, p. 409]

39. The full tradition from Imam "Ali (as) is this, “O Harith, | give you
good news. | swear to the One Who spilt the seed and created all
creatures, my friends and enemies will definitely see me in different
junctures: at the time of death, next to the bridge of the Sirat, and at
the time of dividing.”
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[Amall, Mufid, p. 6)]

A poet has written this tradition in the form of a poem, “O Harith HamdanT,
whenever someone dies he will see me whether he is a believer or
a hypocrite.”

|
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In some sources, they have attributed this poem to the Imam. Overall, the
main point has been mentioned in the two traditions that have been
cited and other reliable traditions.

40. Sahifah Imam, vol. 16, p. 216

41. Imam $adiq (as) said, “When you are with someone who is dying
repeat these words for them to testify, ‘There is no god except Allah,
and indeed Muhammad is God’s Messenger.' Repeat this until they
die.”
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[KafT, val. 3, p. 123]

42. A person said, “I asked Imam Sadiq, ‘Is this true that whoever likes
to meet God, God likes to meet him, and whoever does not like
to meet God, God does not like to meet him?’ The Imam replied,
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‘Yes.’' | said, ‘| swear to God, we do not like to die!” The Imam said,
‘It is not the way that you are thinking. Rather, it is about liking or
not liking to meet God at the time of death. If at that time a person
sees something that he likes, nothing will be dearer to him than
going ahead. In this case, God loves meeting him and he too loves
meeting God. However, if he sees something at that time that he
does not like, nothing is more hateful for him than meeting God and
the Almighty God hates meeting him too.”
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[Kafr, vol. 3, p. 134]

43. The Prophet of God (s) stated, “Satan said, ‘I swear to Your dignity
that as long as Your servants are alive, | will not stop misleading
them.’ God said, ‘| swear to My dignity and Glory that as long as they
ask for My forgiveness, | will forgive them.™
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[Mizan al-Hikmabh, tradition no. 15,212, narrated from A/-Targhib wa al- ,
Tarhib, vol. 2, p. 467] ;

44. The Prophet of God (s) said, “Be present next to those who are dying
and repeat these words for them to say, ‘There is no god except ‘
Allah.’ More than at any other time, Satan tries to get close to a ‘

person at the time of his death.” i
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[Kanz al-'Ummal, tradition no. 42,158]

45. This tradition is from the Holy Prophet (s):
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[Kanz al-' Ummal, tradition no. 42,208]

46. The tradition is as follows:
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47. The tradition is as follows:
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48. The tradition is as follows:

49. The tradition is as follows:
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This story has been mentioned in several sources of the traditions with
slight differences in its details. It has a beautiful ending. It has been
said that this black slave was martyred in the Nahrawan Battle. If you
are interested in knowing more, please refer to the given sources.

[Managib, Ibn Shahr Ashib, vol. 2, p. 335; Al-Tahsin, Sayyid bin Tawis,
p. 610; Mustadrak al-Wasa'il, narrated from Khara’j, vol. 18, p. 151,
tradition no. 22,367; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 24, p. 267 and vol. 41, p.
217, narrated from Manaqib and Khara'ij.]

50. The tradition is as follows:
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[Nahj al-Balaghah, saying no. 45]
51. Ibid.

52, Mafatih al-Jinan, Abt Hamza al-ThumalT Supplication; /igbal al-
‘Amal, Sayyid bin Tawis, p. 73; Misbah, Kaf'amt, p. 595.

Although the phrase that has been narrated is addressing God, its
contentis not such that it is only for the Lord of the universe, because
such wording has been used in the traditions in different ways. For
example, the Prophet of God (s) said, “Remembering God, the most
High, the most Glorious, is a worship act. Remembering me is a
worship act. Remembering "AlT is a worship act. Remembering the
Imams from among his children is a worship act.”
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[/khtisas, Shaykh Mufid, p. 223]

Or about Imam Mahdi (a.j.), Imam Sadiqg (as) used the phrase, “My
Master (Sayyidr).”

S22 o LS (S

[Al-Ghaybah, Shaykh TasT, p. 167]

In the Kumayl Supplication, we address God, “Ya llahT wa Sayyidl wa
Mawlay” 1,535« 5 sooow 5 o)l L. We should be careful not to address
the Imams wnh the titles, which are special for God like “llah1” :
and "Rabbi"” ; .-;: because they are God'’s creatures and servants.

53. The tradition is as follows:
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They said, “O Ali, besides this time, we have asked several times for
Fatimah’s permission to enter in order to gain her satisfaction, but
she doesn't give us permission. If possible, ask for her permission

”

for us.
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[ /lal al-Sharayi’, Sadugq, vol. 2, p. 187]
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