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-1-

In our continuous effort to propagate Islam through our numerous
publications, we have persistently endeavoured to include amongst our
publications translations of the most important reference books recog-
nized by the Shi‘ah. To be able to publish such key books in the Shi‘ite
heritage in foreign languages not only gives us great pleasure and pride
but conforms very well with out wishes and our sincere objectives. No
doubt non-Arabic-speaking researchers will now have better access to the
true Islamic heritage, since such books contain the ahddith (traditions) of
the holy Im@ms (peace be upon them) and the Holy Prophet (peace be
upon him and his progeny). Moreover these books constitute the second
source — the holy Qur’an being the first — whereby one may obtain a better
understanding of Islamic beliefs, jurisprudence, history, biographies,
morals and behaviour, laws pertaining to worship, business, considerations
for the individual, family and society etc.

One of the important books in question is a/-Kdfi whose author was
ash-Shaykh Abi Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub al-Kulayni ar-Razi (d. 328/-
329 = 940/941). We do not need to introduce either the book or its author
since the preface (in The Book of Reason and Ignorance) takes care of that
and also shows the religious significance and the status of this book in our
heritage, namely the heritage transmitted to us through Ahlu 'I-bayt (the
Household of the Holy Prophet — peace be upon them).

(19)
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2

We give thanks to Alldh for the fact that this translation of al-Kdfr has
been undertaken and carried through to its realization. And we must here
say in all sincerity that if it had not been for the help of Alldh we should
not have arrived at this point. Thus the translation of Kitabu 'I-‘Aql wa 'I-
Jahl (The Book of Reason and Ignorance), Kitd@b Fadlu ‘I- ‘Ilm (The Book
of Excellence of Knowledge) and Kitdbu 't-Tawhid (The Book of Divine
Unity) have already been finished, printed and published. It is a matter of
fact that we have had to utilize all the means at our disposal and rely on
Alldh’s unlimited strength in order to accomplish this translation. Indeed,
we have had to do a lot of screening before deciding upon this version.
Furthermore, we made every possible effort to ensure that the translation
was satisfactory and acceptable as regards accuracy and grammer.

Now, we are starting the publication of the translation of the parts
of Kitabu 'I-Hujjah (The Book of Divine Proof) which will be published
separately. The style of this translation will be observed to be different
from that of the previous volumes, for we have here had the assistance of a
native English speaker who not only can claim this language as his mother
tongue, but has also specialized in the language and its literature. We started
by having this person review and change the translation of the original
translator where necessary, but we soon discovered that it was going to
be much more satisfactory to work from the original Arabic text. Thus we
changed after a short while to a completely new and direct translation from
the original. We can therefore claim that this is a translation by a native
English speaker with the above qualifications. We can furthermore claim
that, through the help of, and with praise to Allah, we have madc another
step forward in the perfecting of our work. We do not wish to claim perfec-
tion in this humble effort to translate this book al-Kdfi. Nevertheless, we
have taken another step and we are confident that subsequent steps will
be taken, either by us or by somebody else, both to remove any errors and
to perfect the translation so that exactness in the translation process is im-
proved.

~ We have decided to speed up the printing and publication of these
translated sections of al-Kdft. It is hoped that other sections will be pub-
lished in due course on a one-by-one basis; this process will be continued
urtil all the sections of a/-Kafi have been translated and published.

You will note that we have also included, along with the English
translation, the complete original Arabic version, this being placed at the
top of each page with the corresponding English translation below.

(20)
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-3 -

Along with all those who study it, we believe that al-Kdfi is of such a
high status as a source of religious knowledge and so sacred in the Shi‘ite
circles that the author may be considered highly honest and highly reliable.
However, we should emphasize that neither are the ahddith (traditions)
equal in value and significance nor are the chains of the ascriptions of
al-Kafi’s traditions nor the supporters of the authorities on which its tradi-
tion are based equal in terms of reliability and credibility and one can in
no way regard them as equally dependable. A glance at the book entitled
Mir atu 'I-'uqil (Reflection of the Minds) will reveal this very point to the
researcher in more detail Mir Gtu 'I- ‘uqiil is an explanatory book to al-Kafi
and comes from the pen of the great scholar Muhammad Baégqir al-Majlist
(1037/1628 — 1111/1700) who was one of the prominent scholars of hadith
(tradition) and among the most loyal and faithful to the book of al-Kdfi
and its great author, and among those who have been most confident in and
have relied greatly on al-KulaynT and his traditions.

Because of this — that is, the question of unequal credibility of the
ahddith, narrations and narrators — and for the sake of completeness we
have retained the complete chain of narration of the ahddith as in the origi-
nal Arabic text. We have neither omitted any chain for any hadith, nor ne-
glected the links in the chain of narration. In order to reveal the credibility,
or otherwise, of the chain of narration for a particular hadith, one must
refer to (special) books dealing with the biography and the religious and
moral status of the narrator/s; such books also carry an appraisal of what
the narrator transmits and relates. We would like to re-emphasize that the
inference of any religious or ritual doctrine or any law pertaining to juris-
prudence from these ahddith is a long process. To start with, the researcher
must refer the narrations along with their supporting chain of narration to
the special biographical books referred to above. The narrations must be
cross-checked against one another. Later on, the researcher must consider
all other declarations and citations on the same topic from other references
and then use the holy Qur’an as the arbitrator. Of greater importance still,
one has to abide by the conventions laid down by the specialist in these
matters, which conventions can never be ignored.

Therefore, the researcher must go back either to the doctrinal and the-
ological ( ‘ilmu 'l-kald@m) books or to the books of jurisprudence and legisla-
tion, that is, those books which cover the ways of demonstration and evalu-
ation of the various proofs and evidence used to substantiate any principle
of belief or jurisprudence. This is the approach to be adopted if one wants

(21)
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his research to be systematic and if one wants the results to be sound, ac-
curate and reliable, thus satisfying his scientific conscience and persuading
others to honour and follow such methods.

This point has been ignored — intentionally or otherwise — by many re-
searchers and we are stressing it here in order that other researchers should
neither make the same mistake of ignoring it nor suffer from the same
delusion,

We have also, for several reasons, refrained from introducing un-
necessary explanatory notes, except where it was absolutely necessary, so
as to remain true to our original aim of merely translating and publishing
the book.

—4-

The largest book contained in Usil of al-Kdfi pertaining to the beliefs
of the Imamite Shi‘ah Muslims is The Book of Divine Proof, for it is in
this book that the question of the Imdmate, the Imdms and their attributes
and specific characteristics is dealt with. There can be no doubt that the
question of the Imamate is the most important one which distinguishes
the Imamite Shi‘ah from the other sects of Islam, and thus the subject is
of special importance both to those who believe in it and to those who
disagree with it. Thus, it is necessary to mention here one or two points by
way of introduction concerning this particular book of al-Kafi.

a) We must emphasize that the points we made concerning the
reliability of hadith and their narrations in part three of this introduction
should be particularly attended to in The Book of Divine Proof. And this is
especially relevant in the application of these ahddith to the ascertaining of
the beliefs of the Imamite Shi‘ah.

b) In this book there have been, and possibly may be, many errors
in the understanding of many of the ahddith. This may be for one of three
reasons. Either the principles and criteria of analysis and understanding
of the ahadith which are applied do not correspond to those accepted by
the Imamite Shi*ah; or else these principles and criteria are those accepted
by them but are incorrectly applied; or, finally, the researcher may come
to his analysis of the ahddith with some preconceptions which are at
variance with a sympathetic understanding of Shi‘ite beliefs, especially
Imé@mite beliefs, and may even be hostile to them. This final reason is,
in our opinion, the most serious obstacle to a correct understanding of
these ahddith. Thus, in apparent contradiction to our early promise not to
insert too many explanatory notes to the translation, we have here made an
exception (though it is not really so, since it is entirely necessary) and have

(22)
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added in several places quite extensive commentaries to guide to a correct
understanding of various points which occur in the ahddith.

Some of them concern specific hadith, while others concern points
which occur repeatedly in many ahddith or in many chapters; the latter are
in the majority. It must be noted that these notes are only given in English;
but a correct understanding of the Arabic can only be undertaken in con-
sultation with these English notes.

_5_

In the translation we have retained the Islamic format and Arabic
pro-nunciation of the names and proper nouns encountered in various
ahddith. We were not entirely satisfied with the Biblical equivalents, but,
instead, retained the Islamic articulations in the text, following each proper
noun or name (especially those mentioned in the holy Qur’dn) like Miis3
(Moses), ‘Is3 (Jesus), Maryam (Mary), Jibril (Gabriel) . . . with its Biblical
equivalent in parentheses.

We took this measure because we strongly believe in preserving the
original Islamic character even with respect to names and proper nouns.
We believe in originality even when it comes to appearances, and we shall
completely avoid imitation and copying even if it is merely as regards pro-
nunciation and expression.

-6—

We have included two tables at the beginning of each section:-

1. A chronological list of the Fourteen Infallibles — the Holy Prophet,
his daughter Fatimah and the twelve Holy Imams, peace be upon them all -
giving general particulars and information in tabular form about them. For
each of them we have assigned a number according to their sequence.

[t is hoped that this table will help the reader — even the non-specialist
— to understand some important expressions encountered in the chains of
narration of each hadith (tradition).

2. The index containing symbols for terminology commonly encoun-
tered in the process of narration of hadith. We have introduced these be-
cause scholars of hadfith often use them. In this index we have also explained
some of those terminologies for which no simple English equivalent can
be found. We have explained such terminology in the index and when it
appears in the text. We also mention the Arabic text in the Latinized form:
for example: rafa‘ahu ~ (see List of Technical Terms and Special Signs
used in the Traditions).

Furthermore, we have included three indexes at the end of each section:

(23)
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a) The first index lists the originators of the ahddith to be found in
that section — the Holy Prophet and the Im@ms.

It begins with a number corresponding to the serial number of the
originator of the hadith, the originator being the Prophet or one of the
Imams. The serial number has already been assigned in the table at the
beginning of the section.

After the number, the form of the name used in the hadith appears.

After that, the serial number/s of ahddith related to the originator is/
are listed. For example, in the first index of volume one of The Book of
Divine Proof: (7) — Abil Ja‘far: 438, 439, etc.

The number (7) preceding the name (Abu Ja‘far) indicates that the
originator is Im3m Abii Ja‘far Muhammad ibn ‘Alt al-Baqir (p.b.u.t.) who
was assigned with this number in the table at the beginning of the section.
The number following the name is the serial number of the ahddith in the
book (or section) related to him, for example, the 438th and the 439th
hadith are related to him, etc.

b) Index of the names of key personalities. Following each name the
serial numbers of ahddith in which such a name appears are cited. We
were content with citing only those names that appeared in the texts of the
ahadith proper and ignored the names of narrators.

¢) Index of key places, names of tribes, families, sects and books.

These last three indexes will be included in the last part of The Book
of Divine Proof.

Now, we are publishing the second part of The Book of Divine Proof
(the third part of Usial al-Kdfi) as per the arrangement of the author. The
first part of the Book has already appeared, by the grace of the Almighty
Allah, in seven fascicules.

Finally, it is Alldh, the Almighty, from Whom we seek help and guid-
ance and upon Whom we rely for the success of our efforts. Moreover, we
pray that He may pave the way for us to complete what we have commenced
and to guide our steps, so that we may achieve what we have set out to do.
We firmly believe that He is the Reconciliator and that He is the best Guide
and the best Artisan.

WORLD ORGANIZATION FOR ISLAMIC SERVICES (WOFIS)
(Board of Writing, Translation and Publication)
25/10/1428
6/11/2007
Tehran — Iran.
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TRANSLITERATION

Ar. Letters Transliteration | Ar. Letters  Transliteration
¢ ’ 3 q
| } a g k

b J 1

& t . m
S th O n
d j 3 w
z h ° h
¢ kh ¢ y
K d 3 ah
3 dh

0 r

B} z Short Vowel

o s - a
b sh = (or3) i
U § - u
U d

L t

L z Long Vowels

3 ‘ ! a
¢ gh ¢ i
- f s i

(28)

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



CAUTION

I — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of al-Kdfi
"A group of our associated", quoting from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ts3,
the Group here means the following five persons: -
1. Abi Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Yahy4 al-* Attar al-Qummb;
2. ‘Al ibn Miisi ibn Ja‘far al-Kamandéni;
3. Abi Sulaymin Dawid ibn Kawrah al-Qummt;
4. Abl ‘AlT Ahmad ibn Idris ibn Ahmad al-Ash‘art al-Qumm1; and
5. Abu 'l-Hasan ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhtm ibn Hashim al-Qummi.
I1 — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of al-Kdft
"A group of our associates"”, quoting from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid al-Barqi, the Group here means the following four persons:-
1. Abu 'l-Hasan *Alf ib Ibrihim ibn Hashim al-Qummr;
2. Muhammad ibn ‘Abdilldh ibn Udhaynah,;
3. Ahmad ibn ‘Abdilldh ibn Umayyah; and
4. ‘AlT ibn al-Husayn as-Sa‘d-Abadi.
I11 — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the the book of a/-Kdafi
"A group of our associates", quoting from Sahl ibn Ziyad, the Group here
means the following four person:-
1. Abu 'lI-Hasan ‘AlT ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Aban ar-Rizj,
who is renowned with ‘Allan al-Kulaynf,
2. Abu 'l-Husayn Muhammad ibn Abt Abdillih Ja‘far ibn Muhammad
ibn ‘Awn al-Asadr al-Kiiff, resident of Ray;
3. Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn Farrtikh as-Saffir al-QummiT; and
4. Muhammad ibn ‘Aqil al-Kulaynf.

IV — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of al-Kafi
"A Group of our associates", quoting from Ja‘far ibn Muhammad who
quoted from al-Hasan ibn ‘AlT ibn Faddail, one of them is, Abi ‘Abdilldh
al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Imran ibn Abi Bakr al-Ash‘arT al-Qummi.

* K K * %
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LIST OF
Technical terms and special signs used in the Traditions

Ll — Lo, that is: "informed us" or "told us".

= that is: "narrated to us".

L3
e i = that is: "related" or "reported to us".
by — i, © that is: a narrator mentions the name/s of
persons/s from whom he narrated, but the later
narrator/s omit his/their names.
) =5 = that is: "quoted from", signified by the signs (-).
doy = S, = that is: quqting (a Trac.iit.ion) fm{n the Prophet
or Imdm without describing the linking sources
between the narrator and the Prophet or Imim.
« = that is: starting of a new chain of narration.

ey Iy e i o T that is: peace and blessing of Allah be upon him
(the Prophet) and his progeny (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.).

S e/ ke T that is: peace be upon him/her (p.b.u.h.).

O Uglefpgle = that is: peace be upon them (p.b.u.t.).

* % % & *
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CHAPTER 114

THE BIRTH OF AZ-ZAHRA’, FATIMAH,
PEACE BE UPON HER

Fatimah, peace be upon her and upon her husband, was born five
years after the declaration of the Mission of the Messenger of Alldh, peace
be upon him and his progeny. She, peace be upon her, passed away when
she was eighteen years and seventy-five days old. She lived for seventy-five
days after the demise of her father, peace be upon him and his progeny.

1247-1. Muhammad ibn Yahy# (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn
Mahbiib (-) Ibn ar-Ridb (-) Abi ‘Ubaydah, that Abii ‘Abdillzh, peace be
upon him, said:

"Fétimah lived for seventy-five days after the Messenger of Allah, peace
be upon him and his progeny. She had become extremely grieved (at the loss
of) her father. So, Jibril used to come to her to sympathize with her for (the
loss of) her father and to give her solace; and inform her about her father,
and his whereabouts; and about what would happen after her (demise) to her
descendants; and ‘Ali, peace be upon him, was writing down (all) that."
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1248-2. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) al-‘ Amrakiyy ibn ‘Ali (=) ‘Aliibn
Ja‘far (<) his brother, that Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him, said:

"Indeed Fatimah was strictly veracious martyr; and verily [amongst
her uniqueness is that] the daughters of prophets do not mensturate.""

1249-3. Ahmad ibn Mihrdn, may Alldh have mercy upon him
(rafa‘ahu) and Ahmad ibn IdrTs (—~) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbér ash-
Shaybanf said: Narrated to me al-Qésim ibn Muhammad ar-Rézi, saying:
Narrated to us ‘Alf ibn Muhammad al-Hurmuzani, that Abd ‘Abdillah al-
Husayn ibn ‘Ali, peace be upon both of them, said:

"When Fatimah, peace be upon her, passed away, Amir al-Mu’minin
buried her secretly, and camouflaged the location of her grave. Then he
stood up and turned facing the grave of the Messenger of Alldh, peace be
upon him and his progeny, and said: 'Peace be upon you O Messenger of
Allgh from me, and peace be upon you on behalf of your daughter and
your visitor who has seperated [from me] and entered the earth of your plot
(bug ‘ah), and whom Allih has chosen to hasten to you. O Messenger of

1. And that is because menstruation is seen as a form of ritual impurity in Islam.
During their monthly periods, Muslim women refrain from sexual relationships
and are excused from prayers and fasting.
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Allah! My patience has lessen due to the depature of your beloved daughter
and my examption from the [best] Lady of the Worlds has wipped out
my endurance; except that I have ground for consolation for what I have
suffered due to your separation, in pursuing your sunnah (tradition). I laid
you down in your grave when your last breath had passed (and your head
was) between my neck and chest. Yes, in the Book of Allah there is [for
me] the best form to express acceptance (of Alldh's decision): To Alldh we
belong and to Him we shall all return. (al-Baqarah, 2:156). Now, the trust
(i.e. Fatimah) has been returned, and what had been given, as a mortgage,
has been taken back; and az-Zahrd’ has been snatched [from us]. How
despicable, the grey sky and the dusty earth, seem to me, O Messenger of
Allgh! As to my grief, it knows no bounds and as to my nights, they will
remain sleepless; and the anxiety that will not depart from my heart till
Allah chooses for me the house in which you are now residing. I have a
heart bleeding sorrow and a restless anxiety. How quickly the separation
took place between us? To Alldh I raise my complaints, and your daughter
will apprise you of the joining together of your ummah (people) for
oppressing her. You may ask her (in detail) and get all the news about the
situation. How great was the sorrow confined in her chest that she could
not find a way (in this world) to disseminate them. But now she says: "And
Alldh will judge, for He is the best Judge."
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"'My saldm (salutation) be upon you both, the saldm of a grief stricken
not a disgusted or hateful person,; for if [ depart, it is not because I am weary
(of you), and if I stay it is not due to the lack of belief in what Alldh has
promised the endurers. Alas! Alas! How fortunate and beautiful patience
is! Had it not been for the violence of the usurpers (of the caliphate to
reproach me, or find out the grave of Fatimah to exhume it), I would have
stayed here and sticked to the place in seclusion; and would have wailed
over this great misfortune like a woman who has lost her child. Under
Allah's watch your daughter is buried secretly, her rights are taken away
unjustly, (and) her inheritance is denied (to her), though long time has
not elapsed and your remembrance has not become old. To Allzh (alone),
O Messenger of Alldh! I complain; and in you, O Messenger of Allah!
There is best consolation for me (since in your death I have tolerated, and
followed your advice to have patience). May the blessings of Alldh be upon
you and peace be upon her and His pleasure!'"

1250 — 4. A group of our co-sectarians (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn ‘Isa (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr (-) ‘Abdu 'r-Rahman ibn
Salim, that al-Mufaddal said: ‘

" said to Abii ‘Abdilldh, peace be upon him: '"Who washed Fatimah
[for burial}?' He said: 'Amir al-Mu’minin did.' I was amazed to hear that.
Then he said: 'As if you have been disturbed by what I have informed you?'
I said: 'Indeed, may I be made your ransom! It is so.' So he said: 'Do not
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* * * * *

be disturbed for she was a most veracious (siddigah) person and none
could wash her but another veracious (siddig) person. Did you not know
that no one could wash Maryam [Mary] but ‘Isg [Jesus]?""

1251-5. Muhammad ibn Yahyi (—) Muhammad ibn al-Husayn (-)
Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l (-) $4lih ibn ‘Ugbah (=)  Abdullh ibn Muhammad
al-Ju‘fi, that Abii Ja‘far and Abii ‘Abdillah, peace be upon them both,
said:

"When they did [i.e. setting the door of Fatimah's house on fire] what
they did, Fatimah, peace be upon her, held ‘Umar by his collar and pulled
him towards her saying: '‘By Allah, O son of al-Khattab! Had I not disliked
to inflict calamity on the innocent, you would have known how quickly my
swearing by Allah brings a swift response [with the wrath from Allah].'"

1252-6. Through the same chain of narrators (—) $alih ibn ‘Ugbah ()
Yazid ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Malik, that Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, said:

"When Fatimah, peace be upon her, was born Alldh revealed to an
angel to make the (blessed) tongue of Muhammad, peace be upon him and
his progeny, call her 'Fatimah'. Then He said: 'I set you free (fatamtuki)
[from ignorance] with knowledge and set you free (fatamtuki) from
menses.' Then Abu Ja‘far, peace be upon him, said: 'By Allah! Alldh had
set her free with knowledge [from ignorance] and from menses at the time
of the (universal) covenant [al-mithdq] (i.e. before Adam's creation).'"
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1253-7. Through the same chain of narrators (-) $alih ibn ‘Ugbah (-)
‘Amr ibn Shimr (-) Jabir, that Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, said:

"The Prophet, peace be upon him and his progeny, said to Fatimah
peace be upon her: 'O Fatimah! Rise and bring me that tray.' So she rose
and brought out the tray in which there was sopped bread [meat and broth]
and steamed meat. The Prophet, peace be upon him and his progeny, ‘Alj,
Fitimah, al-Hasan and al-Husayn, peace be upon them, continued to par-
take from it for thirteen days. Then Umm Ayman saw al-Husayn with
something. So she asked him: "Where did you get this from?' He replied:
'We have been having this (for our meals) for days now.! Umm Ayman
came to Fitimah and said: 'O Fatimah, when Umm Ayman has anything,
it is (also) for Fatimah and her children but if Fatimah has anything then
there is nothing in it for Umm Ayman?' So she [Fatimah] took out (food)
from it (the tray) for her and Umm Ayman ate some and the tray became
empty. The Prophet, peace be upon him and his progeny, said to her: 'Had
you not fed her [a non-infallible] from it you and your descendants would
have had food from it until the Day of Judgment.'" Abu Ja‘far, peace be
upon him, then said: "The tray is with us and the one who will rise (with
Divine Authority) from us (i.e. the Q@im) will bring it forth in his time."
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1254-8. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn “Alj, that ‘Alf ibn Ja‘far said:

"I heard Abu ‘-Hasan, peace be upon him, saying: 'Once the Messenger
of Allah, peace be upon him and his progeny, was seated when an angel
who had twenty-four faces came to him. The Messenger of Alldh, peace be
upon him and his progeny, said to him: "My dear Jibril, I have not seen you
in this form before."” The angel said: "I am not Jibril, O Muhammad! Allh,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has sent me to join in marriage the
light with the light." He asked: "Who with who?" The angel said: "Fatimah
with ‘Ali."' He [the Im3dm] said: 'When the angel turned back, between his
shoulders was inscribed: "Muhammad the Messenger of Alldh, ‘Alf the
executor (wasiyy) of his will." So, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon
him and his progeny, said: "Since when has this been inscribed between
your shoulders?" He [the angel] said: "Twenty-two thousand years before
Allgh created Adam."'"

1255-9. ‘Ali ibn Muhammad and others (—) Sahl ibn Ziyid, that
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ab7 Nasr said:

"I asked ar-Rid4, peace be upon him, concerning the grave of Fatimah,
peace be upon her. He said: 'She was buried in her own house. When the
Umayyads extended the mosque (of the Prophet), it became a part of the
mosque.'"
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1256-10. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad
(-) al-Washshd’ (-) al-Khaybari, that Yiinus ibn Ziby#n said:

"I heard Abii ‘Abdilldh, peace be upon him, saying: 'Had Alldh not
created Amir al-Mu’minin for Fatimah, peace be upon them both, there
would have been no match on earth for her from Adam to the last (of
mankind)."
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CHAPTER 115

THE BIRTH OF AL-HASAN IBN ‘ALl
PEACE BE UPON [BOTH OF] THEM

al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf, peace be upon them both, was born in the month of
Ramadan in the year of (the battle of) Badr, the second year after Hijrah'. It
is also narrated that he was born in the third year. He passed away towards
the end of the month of Safar in the year forty-nine (AH) at the age of
forty-seven years and a few months. His mother was Fatimah, daughter of
the Messenger of Alldh, peace be upon him and his progeny.

1257-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) al-Husayn ibn Ishdq (-) ‘All ibn
Mahziyar (—) al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id () an-Nadr ibn Suwayd (-) ‘Abdull&h ibn
Sindn, from someone who heard Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, saying:

"When al-Hasan was about to die he wept. It was said to him: 'O son

1. Emigration of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.) from Makkah to Madinah.
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of the Messenger of Alldh! Are you weeping when you have such a position
with the Messenger of Alldh, peace be upon him and his progeny? And he
(the Prophet) said about you what he said [all the good things]! You have
performed Aajj twenty times on foot and distributed all of your belongings
(among the needy) three times, even your shoes?' He [the Imdm)] said: 'l
weep for two reasons: for the horror at the Time of Rising (i.e. Resurrec-
tion) and (for the) separation from the loved ones.'"

1258-2. Sa‘d ibn ‘Abdilldh* and ‘ Abdullih ibn Ja‘far (-) Ibrahim ibn
Mabhziyar (-) his brother ‘Alf [ibn Mahziydr] (~) al-Hasan ibn Sa‘id (-)
Muhammad ibn Sindn (-) Ibn Muskan (—) Abi Basir, that Abti ‘Abdilldh,
peace be upon him, said:

"al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf, peace be upon them both, passed away at the age
of forty-seven in the year fifty (AH). He lived for forty years after the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his progeny."

1259-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
‘Alf ibn an-Nu‘maén (-) Sayf ibn ‘Umayrah, that AbG Bakr al-Hadrami
said:

"Ju‘dah, the daughter of ‘ Ash‘ath ibn Qays al-Kindi, poisoned al-Hasan
ibn ‘Ali, peace be upon them both, and a female servant of his. The female
servant (was able to) vomit the poison but as for al-Hasan, peace be upon
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him, the poison lodged itself in his stomach and caused a swelling that
killed him."

1260—4. Muhammad ibn Yahy3d and Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Muhammad ibn al-Hasan (~) al-Q#sim an-Nahdi (-) Ismi‘1l ibn Mihrén
(-) al-Kunisi, that Abii ‘Abdilldh peace be upon him, said:

"al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali, peace be upon them both, went forth for one of
his ‘umrah' with a man from the children of az-Zubayr who believed in his
(al-Hasan's) Imamate. They stopped for rest at an oasis under a palm tree
that had dried up because of the lack of water. A furnishing was spread for
al-Hasan, peace be upon him, under that tree and for the Zubayri under a
tree just next to it. The ZubayrT looked up and said: 'If this tree had dates
we could have eaten from it.' al-Hasan, peace be upon him, told him: 'Do
you long to have dates?' He said: 'Yes."

The narrator says: "He (al-Hasan, p.b.u.h.) raised his hands towards

1. ‘Umrabh: lesser pilgrimage to Makkah (done out of season).
2. 'The Zubay1T is a reference to the descendant of az-Zubayr.
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the heavens and supplicated with words that I could not understand. The
tree turned green then it returned to its normal condition and it sprung
leaves and bore dates. The man from whom they had hired camels begun
to say: 'It is magic, by Alldh.' al-Hasan, peace be upon him, said: "'Woe be
to you. It is not magic. Rather the prayer of the son of a prophet is (always)
answered.' So they climbed the tree and picked the dates that were there
and it sufficed them."

1261-5. Ahmad ibn Muhammad and Muhammad ibn Yahyid (-)
Muhammad ibn al-Hasan (-) Ya‘qiib ibn Yazid (-) Ibn AbT ‘Umayr (-) his
people, that Abii ‘Abdillih, peace be upon him, said:

"al-Hasan, peace be upon him, said: 'Alldh has two cities. One is in
the East and the other is in the West. They have a boundary around them
that is made of iron and each one has thousands doors. Seventy thousand
different languages exist therein, everyone speaks a language besides the
language of another and I know all the languages, and what is in them and
between them. There is no proof (hujjah, of Alldh) over them other than me
and my brother, al-Husayn, peace be upon him.""

1262-6. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad (~) Muhammad ibn ‘Alf ibn an-Nu‘mén (-) Sandal
(-) Abi Usamah, that Abii ‘Abdillah, peace be upon him, said:

283

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



)j d\y&mbd@cobﬁw))icubb&d\i@)\o:}; d...;-\
;J..,\J.Mou,i\mmm%Jm‘U,J\\»J.;UQJJJ
UY}»LﬁJﬁb@\}u\db AJJ\.MLA«SLAJY}M UUAQWJ
f\auy.,b\....d,\.\\u};d,wm& ddw;\,u\mc.,.x,.\
Ak.&\}u,a.d\u.xa:“)’-)\ L9 teY o «.J&J‘.J-\ Jas c;ryb
e o pedd Jib € 1 ol ok e L 1381 b (o2
el 4 s el gl il J o) sl il ) o Gl 1
Sy S0 UGl DT cdy o5 55 of Vs ) ped ol

(ased ol il 36 el ol oSt By 1,575 5 0f B g o)
Lannt o gay Tyl 1575 Gt Cony i lpe ) llait 1B

"One year al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali, peace be upon them both, left for
Makkah on foot. On the journey, his feet swell and some of his servants
said: 'If you would ride the swelling will go away.' He said: 'Never! When
we come to this (next) stop, you will be approached by a black man who
has an oil with him. Buy it from him without bargaining.' A servant said
to him: 'May my father and mother be made your ransom! We have never
stopped at any place where anyone would sell such medicine.' The Imadm
said to him: 'Indeed, there is such (a person) right in front of you before
the (resting) place.' So they walked a mile when lo! There was a black
man. al-Hasan, peace be upon him, said to his servant: 'There is the man.
Take the oil from him and pay him the price.' The black man said: 'Boy,
for whom do you want this 0il?" He said: 'For al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali.' He
(the man) said: 'Take me to him.' So, he brought him to al-Hasan, peace
be upon him, and the man said: 'May my father and mother be made
your ransom! I didn't know you need this. If you would like to have it,
then allow me not to take the price for it because I am only one of your
servants. Instead you pray to Alldh to grant me a healthy son who would
love you, the Ahlu 'I-Bayt; when I left home, my wife was due to give
birth.' He (al-Hasan, p.b.u.h.) said: '‘Go home; for Allh has blessed you
with a healthy son and he is our Shi‘ah."
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CHAPTER 116

THE BIRTH OF AL-HUSAYN IBN ‘AL,
PEACE BE UPON [BOTH OF] THEM

al-Husayn ibn “Alj, peace be upon them both, was born in the third
year (AH). He left this world in the month of Muharram in the year sixty-
one AH at the age of fifty-seven years and few months. He was killed by
‘Ubaydullah ibn Ziyad [may Alldh curse him] during the caliphate of Yazid
ibn Mu‘awiyah [may Allah curse him]. He (‘Ubaydulldh) was the governor
of Kiifah. The horsemen who fought him and killed him were lead by
‘Umar ibn Sa‘d [may Allgh curse him] in (the plains of) Karbala’ [Iraq] on
Monday the tenth of Muharram. His mother was Fatimah, the daughter of
the Messenger of Alldh, peace be upon him and his progeny.

1263-1. Sa‘d and Ahmad ibn Muhammad both (-) Ibrdhim ibn
Mahziyar (-) his brother, ‘Ali ibn Mahziyar (-) al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id (-)
Muhammad ibn Sinén (=) Ibn Muskén (-) Abii Basir, that Abn ‘Abdillah,
peace be upon him, said:
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"al-Husayn, peace be upon him, passed away on the day of ‘Ashiira’
and he was fifty-seven years old."

1264-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
‘Alf ibn al-Hakam (-) ‘Abdu '--Rahmén al-‘Arzami, that Abi ‘Abdillah,
peace be upon him, said:

"The time between (the birth of) al-Hasan and (the conception of) al-
Husayn was (like) one menstrual cycle and the time between the birth of
the two was six months and ten days."

1265-3. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Washsha’* and al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘“alld ibn Muhammad (-)
al-Washshd’ (-) Ahmad ibn ‘Aidh (-) Abd Khadijah, that Abii ‘Abdillzh,
peace be upon him, said:

"When Fatimah, peace be upon her, conceived al-Husayn, peace be upon
him, Jibril came tothe Messenger of Alldh, peace be upon him and his progeny,
and said: 'Fatimah will soon give birth to a son who will be will killed by
your ummah after you.' When Fatimah was pregnant with al-Husayn, peace be
upon him, with trouble she bore him, and with trouble she gave him birth."

Then Abi ‘Abdillah, peace be upon him, said: "You will not find, in the
world, a mother when she gives birth to a son, she dislikes him. But she (Fatimah)
disliked it (i.e., she was troubled by that birth) when she learnt that he (al-Husayn)

1. The 10th day of Muharram, the first month in the Islamic calendar.
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will be killed." He [the Im3dm] said: "And about him (al-Husayn), this verse was
revealed: And We have enjoined on man doing good to his parents; with trouble
did his mother bear him and with trouble did she bring him forth and bearing of
him and the weaning of him was thirty months, . . .' (al-Ahqaf, 46:15)."

1266—4/1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) ‘Alf ibn Isma‘1l (-) Muhammad
ibn ‘Amr az-Zayyat (—) a man from our co-sectarians, that Abii ‘Abdilldh,
peace be upon him, said:

"Verily, Jibril, peace be upon him, descended to Muhammad, peace
be upon him and his progeny, and said to him: 'O Muhammad, Allah gives
you glad tidings of the birth of a son from Fitimah.Your ummah will
kill him after you.' He said: 'O Jibril! And upon my Lord be greetings. I
have no need for a child from Fatimah who will be killed by my ummah
after me." Jibril, peace be upon him, ascended and then descended back
and repeated the same. And he repeated, 'O Jibril! And upon my Lord be
greetings. [ have no need for a child who will be killed by my ummah
after me.’ Jibril, peace be upon him, ascended to the heavens (once again)
and then descended back and said: 'O Muhammad! Your Lord sends you
greetings and gives you glad tidings of His placing Divinely-appointed

1. i.e. 'l would rather this didn't happen'.

287

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



b B 3T BBl ) Jrf # iy 5 1) oy Yy LY
c[é»]:).‘}.aaébb?d\@)bgmwé\:dﬁc&.\lﬁsjf.
w,n)uwtu);d&».ua\u\@\‘y) Hiwy r Sl aleis
A~ La; was y g Lz; A.L«\»:‘w).uu,\ o) o B Loy
ut‘sp))\ujdbwuchbjo.\.n‘cbb\ \J.g...edj}bdl.m)
J el g ol 5 uu&;m,dmjé;)@;wsgwﬁu\
c.p}gé) w\‘..g.lfuﬁulﬁ@)addcul Jbu\\!)b«gs.uad
Wuduu\c&.‘}_}w yu\fcw\w\l)w@bww—\
B 50 0y ot 3 oD L S e i L e

leadership (imdmah), guardianship (wildyah) and trusteeship (wasiyyah)
in the descendants of this child.' So, he (the Prophet) said: 'T am content
(with that).' Then he sent a message to Fatimah that 'Allah sends me glad
tidings of the birth of a child from you (but) he will be killed by my ummah
after me.' She sent back a message (saying): 'l have no need for a child who
will be killed by your ummah after you.' So, he sent a message to her that
Alldh will place Im3mate, guardianship and trusteeship in the descendants
of this child. And she responded back to him (saying): 'I am content (with
that).' So: . . . with trouble did his mother bear him and with trouble did
she bring him forth; and the bearing of him and the weaning of him was
thirty months; until when he attains his maturity and reaches forty years,
he says: 'My Lord! Grant me that I may give thanks for Thy favour which
Thou hast bestowed on me and on my parents, and that I may do good
which pleases Thee and do good to me in respect of my offspring; . . .
(al-Ahqaf, 46:15)"

(Abi ¢Abdillgh [p.b.u.h.] then said:) "Had he not said: 'do good to me
in respect of my offspring’, all of his offspring would have been Imams.
And al-Husayn, peace be upon him, was not nursed by Fatimah, peace be
upon her, or any other woman. He would be brought to the Prophet, peace
be upon him and his progeny, who would place his thumb in his mouth and
he would suck from it that which would suffice him for two or three days. So,
the flesh of al-Husayn, peace be upon him, grew from that of the Messenger of
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Allah, peace be upon him and his progeny, and his blood (from his blood).
And no one has ever been born (mature) in six months except ‘Isa [Jesus]
son of Maryam [Mary], peace be upon her, and al-Husayn ibn ‘Al peace
be upon him."

1266—4/2. And in another narration from Abu 'I-Hasan ar-Rid4, peace
be upon him, (it is reported) that al-Husayn, peace be upon him, would be
brought to the Prophet, peace be upon him and his progeny, and he would
place his tongue in his mouth and he (al-Husayn) would suck on it and it
would suffice him [as nourishment] and he was not nursed by any woman.

1267-5. ‘Alf ibn Muhammad (rafa ‘ahu), that Abii ‘Abdilldh, peace
be upon him, concerning the words of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty: Then he [Ibrahim] looked at the stars, looking up once, then he
said: "Surely I am sick.” (as-Saffat, 37:88-89), said: "He [Ibrdhim] calcu-
lated and saw what will happen to al-Husayn, peace be upon him, so he
said: 'T am sick for what will happen to al-Husayn, peace be upon him.""

1268-6. Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Muhammad ibn al-Hasan (-)
Muhammad ibn ‘Tsi ibn ‘Ubayd () *Ali ibn Asbat (—) Sayf ibn ‘Umayrah,
that Muhammad ibn Humrén said:

"Abii ‘Abdilldh, peace be upon him, said: 'When all that happened to
al-Husayn had happened, the angels cried out, weeping before Alldh and
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said: "How can such a thing happen to al-Husayn, Your chosen one and the
grandson of Your Prophet?" So, Alldh showed them the form of the Qiim’,
peace be uon him, and said: "Through him I shall avenge for this."'"

1269-7. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
‘Isd (-) ‘Alf ibn al-Hakam (=) Sayf ibn ‘Umayrah (-) ‘Abdu 'l-Malik ibn
A‘yan, that Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, said:

"When (Divine) help came to al-Husayn ibn ‘Al such that it filled
from the heavens to the earth, he was given the choice: (take) help or meet
Alldh; he chose to meet Alldh."

1270-8. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad said: "Narrated to me Abii Kurayb
and Abii Sa‘1d al-Ashajj saying: Narrated to us ‘Abdullzh ibn Idris, that his
father, Idris ibn ¢ Abdillih al-Awdi said:

""" When al-Husayn, peace be upon him, was killed the people (who
killed him) wanted to trample his body with horses. Fiddah said to Zaynab:
'My lady, Safinah? was once shipwrecked and came on to an island where
he saw a lion. He said to the lion:

1. The one who will rise with Divine Authority i.e. al-Mahdi, peace be upon him,
2. Safinah was the title [lagab] of a slave of the Messenger of Alldh (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.).
His epithet (kunyah) was Abti Rayhanah and his real name was Qays.
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'O Abu 'l-Hirith', I am a slave of the Messenger of Alldh, peace be
upon him and his progeny.' The lion murmured before him and helped him
find his way (back). There lives a lion in this area. Allow me to go and
inform him of what the people intend to do (to al-Husayn, peace be upon
him) tomorrow.'"""

He [the narrator] said: "So, she went tothe lion and said: 'O Abu 'l-Harith',
and the lion raised his head. She said: 'Do you know what these people in-
tend to do to Abi ‘Abdilldh, peace be upon him, tomorrow? They intend to
run horses over his body.' (The next day) the lion came out and stood over
the body of al-Husayn, peace be upon him. When the horsemen arrived and
saw it (the lion), ‘Umar ibn Sa‘d (may Alldh curse him) told them: ‘(It is) a
mischief. Do not bother it; turn back.' So they turned back."?

- 1271-9. ‘Ali ibn Muhammad (-) Sahl ibn Ziydd (—) Muhammad ibn
Ahmad (-) al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf (-) Yiinus, that Magqalah at-Tahhan said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdilldh, peace be upon him, say: 'When al-Husayn was
murdered, his wife from the tribe of al-Kalb organized mourning sessions.
She wept and the ladies and servants wept until their tears dried up. Then

1. Abu 'I-Hdrith is the epithet (kunyah) used for a lion.

2 In Sht‘ite School of Thought, it is not normal to discount a Tradition (hadith).
But investigations should be carried out. This Tradition, from research point of
view, first: it does not originate from an infallible Imam. Second: it is inconsist-
ent with most of the Traditions that exist in this regard. (WOFIS)
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she saw one of her female servants weeping and her tears flowing. She
called her and said: 'How is it that your tears have not dried up?' She said:
'When I need strength I drink sawigq." So she ordered food and sawig. She
ate and drank and gave others to drink and eat and said: 'We only wish
thereby to have the strength to weep for al-Husayn peace, be upon him.'
"The Im3m (Abi ‘Abdilldh, p.b.u.h.) said: 'And she was given some
Jjawnan? to aid her in mourning for al-Husayn, peace be upon him. When
she saw them she asked: "What are these?" She was told: "A gift from so-
and-so to help in the mourning for al-Husayn, peace be upon him." She
said: "We are not in a wedding. What should I do with them?" Then she
ordered them to be taken out of the house. When they were taken out, they
disappeared as if they had taken flight leaving no trace behind.'"

1. Sawiq: a soup made of wheat and /or barley.
2. Jawnan are receptacles used for perfuming and it seems the women (who sent
them) were from the jinn or embodiments of ancient souls.
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CHAPTER 117

THE BIRTH OF ‘ALI IBN AL-HUSAYN,
PEACE BE UPON [BOTH OF] THEM

‘Al ibn al-Husayn was born in the year thirty-eight (AH). He passed
away in the year ninety-five (AH) at the age of fifty-seven. His mother
was Salamah! daughter of Yazdjird ibn Shahriyar ibn Shirawayh ibn Kasra
Abarwiz (Parwiz). Yazdjird was the last of the Persian kings.

1272—1. al-Husayn ibn al-Hasan al-HasanT* — may Alldh have mer-
cy upon him — and ‘Al ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah, both of them (-)
Ibrahim ibn Ishdq al-Ahmar (-) ‘Abdu 'r-Rahman ibn ‘Abdilldh al-Khuz3‘1
(-) Nasr ibn Muzahim (-) ‘Amr ibn Shimr? (-) Jabir, that Abii Ja‘far, peace
be upon him, said:

1. In some narrations, her name was Shahr Baniiyah.

2. Note: The narrator ‘Amr ibn Shimr is considered very unreliable as per an-
Najashi; and al-‘Alldmah has said in his al-Khuldsah: "I don't trust anything he
reported.”
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"When the daughter of Yazdjird was brought before ‘Umar, the girls
of Madinah were vying to see her. And when she entered the Mosque (it
was as if) it lit up with her radiance. When ‘Umar looked at her she covered
her face and said: 'Uff; biriij badad Hurmuz." ‘Umar asked: 'Is she abusing
me?' and he turned to her. Amir al-Mu’minin (‘Ali, p.b.u.h.) said: 'That
is not for you. Give her the chance to chose whoever of the Muslims she
likes and then account for her as his share (of the booty).' He allowed her
to choose, so she came over and placed her hand on the head of al-Husayn,
peace be upon him. Amir al-Mu’minin asked her: 'What is your name?'
'Jahdn Shah', she replied. 'Rather,’ Amir al-Mu’minin (‘Alf, p.b.u.h.) said:
'it is Shahr Baniiyah.' Then he said to al-Husayn, peace be upon him: 'O
Abi ‘Abdilidh! You will have a child from her who will be the best of the
inhabitants of the earth.' So, she gave birth to ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn, peace be
upon him. And it used to be said to ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn, peace be upon him:
'(You are) the son of the two best.' The chosen of Alldh from the Arabs was
(the tribe of) Hashim and from non-Arabs was the Persian (king)."

1. A Persian utterance to mean she was expressing displeasure and sorrow that she,
the daughter of Hurmuz, was being treated like a captive and men were looking
at her.
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It is narrated that Aba 'I-Aswad ad-Du’lT said (in poetry) about this:

A boy from Kasrd and Hdshim,

the most noble one (is he) on whom sacred amulets are attached (for

safety).

1273-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Ibn al-Faddail (-) Ibn Bukayr, that Zurédrah said:

"I heard Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, saying: '* All ibn al-Husayn,
peace be upon him, had a she-camel on which he had performed twenty
two pilgrimages (hajj) and had not used the whip against it even once. He
(Abii Ja‘far, p.b.u.h.) said: 'She (the camel) came out after he (‘Ali ibn al-
Husayn, p.b.u.h.) had passed away and we were not aware of it until one
of our servants or slaves came to me and said: "The she-camel has gone
out to the grave of ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn, peace be upon him, and knelt on
the grave. She is rubbing the grave with her neck and is moaning." I said:
"Fetch her, fetch her and bring her to me before they (the people) know of
her or see her."' He (Aba Ja‘far, p.b.u.h., also) said: 'And she had never
seen the grave before.'”

1274-3. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim ibn Hashim (-) his father (~) Muhammad
ibn ‘Isd () Hafs ibn al-Bakhtari (=) the person he mentioned, that Abli
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Ja‘far, peace be upon him, said:

"When my father, ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn, peace be upon him, passed
away a she-camel that he owned came from the pasture and placed her
neck on the grave and rolled herself on it. I ordered to return her back to
her pasture. My father, peace be upon him, used to ride on her for Agjj and
‘umrah and had never used a whip against her."

Ibn Babiyah.'

1275-4. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Amir () Ahmad ibn Ishiq
ibn Sa‘d (—) Sa‘ddn ibn Muslim (~) Abt ‘Imérah (-) a man, that Abii ‘Ab-
dillah, peace be upon him, said:

"When it was the night that ‘Al ibn al-Husayn, peace be upon him, was
destined to pass away, he said to (his son) Muhammad, peace be upon him:

1. This tradition (hadith) is suffixed in the end with the words "Ibn Babiiyah." In-
terpreters have assumed that it is the name of the well-known narrator of hadith
and that these words indicate that the following hadith is recorded in the copy of
the book that belonged to Ibn Babiiyah but other's copies do not have it. There
is also the possibility of a misprint. The difference between 'Babii' and '‘Banii is
only a dot above or below without a change in the main body of the word. If the
word intended was 'Banil' then it is a part of the above-mentioned hadith and the
suffix 'Ibn Baniiwayh' would mean, "Son of the noble lady Bantiwayh, (daughter
of the King of Persia)! (i.e. no wonder he was so kind to the animal!)"
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'O my son! bring me (water for) wudii’'. He (Muhammad, p.b.u.h.) said: 'l
rose and came to him with (water for) wudi’. He said: "I do not want this
for there is something dead in it."' He (Muhammad, p.b.u.h.) said: 'So, 1
went out and brought some light and there was a dead mouse in it, there-
fore I brought him other (water for) wudii’. He then said: "O my son! this
is the night I was promised (to die)." So, he counselled me with regards to
his she-camel, that a stable be prepared for her and that she be fed properly,
and I did so."

He (Abt ‘Abdillah, p.b.u.h.) said: "Very shortly after (he was buried),
the she-camel came out (of the stable) until she came to the grave and
began striking her neck on it, her mouth foaming and her eyes filled (with
tears). People came to Muhammad ibn ‘Alf, peace be upon him, and said
to him: 'The she-camel is gone.' He came to her and said: 'Hush now, get
up, may Alldh bless you.' But she didn't; and he (the Imam, p.b.u.h.) said:
'When he (‘Alf ibn al-Husayn, p.b.u.h.) used to go forth to Makkah on her
(the camel), he would hang the whip from the luggage and did not use it
until he returned to Madinah.""

He, (p.b.u.h.), said: "‘Ali ibn al-Husayn, peace be upon him, used to
go out in the dark night carrying a sack containing packets of dirhams and
dindrs, and went from door to door, knocking them and giving to the one
who came (to open the door). When “Alf ibn al-Husayn, peace be upon
him, passed away, and they (the poor) missed that, they realized that it was
‘Alf ibn al-Husayn, peace be upon him, who was doing it."
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1276-5. Muhammad ibn Ahmad (-) his uncle, ‘Abdullah ibn as-Salt,
that al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf ibn Bint 1ly#s said:

"I heard Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him, say: 'When ‘Alf ibn al-
Husayn, peace be upon him, was about to pass away he fainted then he
opened his eyes and recited: Idhd wagqa ‘ati 'I-wdqi‘ah' and: Innd fatahnd
laka * and he said: "(All) praise is due to Alldh, Who has made good to us
His promise, and He has made us inherit the land; we may abide in the
garden where we please; so how excellent is the reward of those who work
(for it)."* Then he, peace be upon him, passed away within the hour and did
not say anything (else).""

1277-6. Sa‘d ibn ‘Abdilldh and ‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far al-Himyart (-)
Ibrghim ibn Mahziyar (-) his brother, ‘Alf ibn Mahziyar () al-Husayn ibn
Sa‘ld () Muhammad ibn Sindn (-) Ibn Muskén (-) Abi Basir, that Abii
‘Abdillah, peace be upon him, said:

"‘Alf ibn al-Husayn, peace be upon him, passed away at the age of
fifty-seven in the year ninety-five (AH). He lived for thirty-five years after
al-Husayn, peace be upon him."

1. Chapter 56 of the Qur’an.
2. Chapter 48 of the Qur’an
3. Qur’an, 39:74.
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CHAPTER 118

THE BIRTH OF ABU JA‘FAR, MUHAMMAD IBN ‘ALI,
PEACE BE UPON [BOTH OF} THEM

Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, was born in the year fifty-seven (AH)
and he passed away in the year one hundred fourteen (AH) at the age of
fifty-seven. He was buried in (the cemetery of) al-Baqi* in Madinah in
the grave (besides which) his father ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn, peace be upon
him, (was buried). His mother was Umm ‘Abdilldh daughter of al-Hasan
ibn “Alf ibn Abi Tilib, peace be upon them both and their rightly guided
offspring.

1278-1. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Muhammad ibn Ahmad (-)
‘Abdulldh ibn Ahmad (-) Salih ibn Mazid (-) ‘Abdullgh ibn al-Mughirah
(-) Aba Salih, that Abi Ja‘far, peace be upon him, said:

"My mother was once seated next to a wall when the wall began to crack
and we heard a loud crumbling noise. She said with her hand (pointing):
'No, for the sake of al-Mustafd', Alldh has not granted you permission to

1. One of the titles of the Messenger of Allh (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.).
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fall.' The wall remained suspended in mid air until she passed it. My father
gave one hundred dindr in charity for her (safety — in appreciation and as
an expression of gratitude for Allah's favour)."

Abu 's-Sabah said: "Abu ‘Abdilldh, peace be upon him, mentioned
his grandmother one day and said: 'She was veracious (siddigah). There
was no woman like her in (all) the descendants of al-Hasan, peace be upon
him.""

Muhammad ibn al-Hasan, that ¢ Abdulldh ibn Ahmad has narrated the
same.

1279-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Muhammad ibn Sinan (-) Aban ibn Taghlib, that Abii ‘Abdillah, peace be
upon him, said:

"Jabir ibn ‘Abdilldh al-Ansar was the last surviving companion' of
the Messenger of Alldh, peace be upon him and his progeny. He was a
devoted follower of us, Ahlu 'I-Bayt*. He used to sit in the Mosque of the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his progeny, wearing a black
turban, and he used to call out: 'O Bigiru 'I-‘Ilm!* O Bégiru 'I-‘Ilm!' The

1. Jabir died in Madinah in 74 AH and some have said 78 AH.
2. Ahlu 'I-Bayt: The household of the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.).
3. Lit. "Splitter of Knowledge".
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people of Madinah used to say: 'Jébir is hallucinating.' He used to say: 'No,
by Alldh, I do not hallucinate, but I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace
be upon him and his progeny, say: "You will one day meet a man from me
whose name will be as my name and his manners would be as my manners.
He will split knowledge (yubgiru 'I-‘ilm) wide open." This is what makes
me say what I say.'"

He (the Im3m) said: "One day while Jabir was passing in one of the
streets of Madinah, he found, in that street, a kuftdb (school) in which
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali, peace be upon him, was.! When he saw him, he said
to him (Muhammad ibn ‘Al7): 'O boy! Come forward.' So he came forward.
Then he said to him: 'Step back,’ and he stepped back. Then he (Jabir) said:
'(I see) the manners of the Messenger of Alldh, peace be upon him and his
progeny, by Him in Whose Hand is my soul! O boy! What is your name?'
He said: 'My name is Muhammad ibn ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn.' Then he (Jabir)
came forward and began kissing his head and saying: 'May my father and
mother be made your ransom! Your great grandfather, the Messenger of
Allzh, peace be upon him and his progeny, sends you his greetings and
would say all of that.”"

He (the Im3m) said: "Then Muhammad ibn ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn came

1. The Im3ms were tutored by their own fathers, who were the Imdms before them
and they were never known to attend schools or be taught by others even if they
were seen associating with children when they were young themselves.

2. "that [ should greet you on his behalf when I meet you."
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to his father while he was anxious. He informed him of what transpired.
His father said: 'O my son! Did Jabir really do this?' He said: 'Yes.' He (the
Imam, p.b.u.h.) said: 'My son, stay home (and do not expose yourself to
the enemies).' Jabir thereafter used to visit him momings and evenings and
the people of Madinah used to say: 'It is very strange that Jabir, the only
surviving companion of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and
his progeny, is visiting this boy on both ends of the day.' Not long thereafter
‘All ibn al-Husayn, peace be upon him, passed away and Muhammad ibn
*Al, visited Jabir out of respect for his being a companion of the Messenger
of Alldh, peace be upon him and his progeny.”

He (the Imam) said: "So, he, peace be upon him, used to sit and relate
to them (people) from Allah, the Blessed, the Sublime. Then the people of
Madinah said: "We have not seen anyone as bold as this one.' When he, peace
be upon him, saw what they say, he began to speak to them from the Mes-
senger of Alldh, peace be upon him and his progeny. The people of Madinah
began to say: 'We have not seen a greater liar than this for he narrates to us
from one whom he never saw.' (Again) when he, peace be upon him, saw
what they say, he began to narrate to them from J&bir ibn ‘Abdillah. So, they
belived in him, peace be upon him, (since) it was Jabir who used to come to
him and learn from him (Muhammad ibn ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn, p.b.u.h.)."
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1280-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
*All ibn al-Hakam (-) Muthanni al-Hannit, that Abii Bagir said:

"I went to see Abu Ja‘far, peace be upon him, and said to him: 'Are you
the heirs of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his progeny?’
He said: 'Yes.' I said: '(And) the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and
his progeny, was the heir of the prophets and knew all that they knew?' He
said to me: 'Yes.' I said: 'Then you have the power to bring the dead back
to life and cure the lepers and the blind?' He said: 'Yes, by the permission
of Allah.' Then he said to me: 'Come closer to me, O Abii Muhammad!' |
went closer to him and he rubbed my face and my eyes and I saw the sun,
the skies, the earth, the houses and all things in the town'. Then he said
to me: 'Would you love to remain like this and you will have what others
have and be responsible for whatever they will be held responsible on the
Day of Judgement, or to return (blind) as before and you will have paradise
purely? I said: 'T would (rather) return as I was before.' So he rubbed my
eyes and I returned as I was." He said: "I narrated this to Ibn Abi ‘Umayr
who said: 'l testify that this is true just as the day is true.'"

1281-4. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Muhammad ibn Ahmad (-)

1. In some versions: "all things in the house".

303

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



B 2 e iohon g 22 8 o o oole o (o o 22
)A;J.o"L@MYM;LU-\&&&LUJC)JGJMLofo.\.&g..f :Ju
;.u\duh,u.\é;bww‘w(wuw%w& ins
ler b 1§ phall s e s s V.Lul..a.s(‘uuumqu
;ﬁ‘w@”;U&‘:PCJJ*{&)‘MJUJ’J@W&:‘*J{
R VR I FOU U P VA ES R I SO PRt IO IR VR

Lplas J W 4l 6l gl (e
t‘«adﬁcbu\dglbfcudulnu&cudw\—O/\\'A\'
rusg‘m& JrEa N VES RN T YRS U U PPOW P Jo g
S pat O ey sl (Plin) JU aly Jloy SUN as o) plia )

(CJI) .\.g._..‘.»).g up\:- J‘ (\..J-\ O g2 Jg_-\.M -YY.
* * % * *

Muhammad ibn al-Husayn (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Ali (-) ‘Asim ibn Hamid,
that Muhammad ibn Muslim said:

"One day I was in the presence of Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him,
when a pair of turtle doves came and sat on the wall and exchanged voices
as they usually do. Abi Ja‘far, peace be upon him, then also exchanged
voices with them for a while. They then flew away and on the other wall
the male sounded to the female for a while and then both of them flew
away. I said: 'May I be made your ransom! What were these birds?' He
said: 'O son of Muslim! All that Alldh has created, such as birds, animals
or other things that have life; they listen to us and obey us better than the
children of Adam (i.e. mankind). The male dove was suspicious about the
female and she denied it on oath, which the male did not accept. Then she
said: "Would you be satisfied with (the verdict) of Muhammad ibn *AlT?"
He agreed and I told him that he had wronged her so he believed her.'"

1282-5. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad
(-) ‘All ibn Asbat (—) Salih ibn Hamzah (-) his father, that Abii Bakr al-
Hadramf said:

"When Abu Ja‘far, peace be upon him, was taken to ash-Shim
(Damascus) to (the court of) Hisham ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Malik, and he arrived
at his door, he (Hisham) instructed his people and those present with him
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from the Banii Umayyah, thus: "When you see I have finished rebuking
Muhammad ibn ‘Alf, and you see me quiet, then each of you, one after the
other, should come forward and (start) rebuking him.' Then he ordered to
allow Muhammad ibn ‘Ali to come in to his presence. When Abi Ja‘far,
peace be upon him, arrived he made a gesture with his hand to all of them
(saying): 'Peace be on you' and he offered them all a general greeting. Then
he sat down. This annoyed Hishdm even more because he did not greet him
as the caliph and sat down without (seeking his) permission. Hishdm then
began to reprimand him and said to him among other things: 'O Muhammad
ibn ‘Ali! Why is it that one or the other from you always caused disunity
among the Muslims and called people to follow him thinking that he is the
Im3m because of his ignorance and foolishness?' He rebuked him as much
as he wanted. When he became quiet, others, one after another, began to
rebuke him until they all finished. When they all became quiet, he rose and
said: 'O people! What is that you want and where are you headed? Through
us Allah guided the first of you and through us He will finish (guiding) the
last of you. If you have a temporary dominion, then to us belongs the future
sovereignty and there will be no sovereignty after our sovereignty because
we are the Final People (as) Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
says:... and the end is for those who guard (against evil), (al-A‘raf, 7:128).'
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So he (Hisham) ordered him to be imprisoned. In the prison, he began
speaking and there was no one left in the prison that did not drink from
this fountain of knowledge and sympathize with him. The prison guard
came to Hishdm and said: 'O Amir al-Mu’minin! I fear for you concerning
the people of Sham that he (Abii Ja‘far) should come between you and
them." Then he gave him the full report. So Hishdm ordered he and his
companions to be escorted back to Madinah. And he ordered that they not
be allowed to go to the market places.

(On their journey back) they were denied food and water and they
travelled three days without food and water until they arrived at Madyan.
They were left behind locked doors therein. The companions (of the Im4m)
complained of hunger and thirst. So he climbed a hill above them and said
loudly: 'O people of Madyan! The town of unjust people, I am the Remnant
of Allah (Bagiyyatu 'llah). Allah says: What remains with Alldh is better
Jor you if you are believers, and I am not a keeper over you, (Hud, 11:86).'
Now, amongst them (the townsfolk) was an old man who came to them
(people of the town) and said: 'O people! This, by Allah, is the call of
Shu‘ayb the Prophet of Alldh. If you do not go forth to this man in the

1. i.e. overthrow you.
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market-places, you will be seized from above and below. Believe me and
obey me this time even if you reject me the next time. For surely I am a
sincere adviser to you.' They came out quickly to Muhammad ibn ‘Ali,
peace be upon him, and his companions to the market-place. The news
reached Hisham ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Malik concerning the old man so he sent for
him. He was taken but it is unknown what was done to him."

1283-6. Sa‘d ibn ‘Abdilldh and al-Himyari, both (-) Ibrdhim ibn
Mahziydr (-) his brother, ‘Ali ibn Mahziydr (-) al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id (-)
Muhammad ibn Sindn () Ibn Muskan (-) Abii Basir, that Abii ‘Abdillah
said:

"Muhammad ibn ‘Alf al-Bégir, peace be upon him, passed away at
the age of fifty-seven, in the year one hundred and fourteen (A.H.). He
lived for nineteen years and two months after ‘Alt ibn al-Husayn, peace
be upon him."
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CHAPTER 119

THE BIRTH OF ABU ‘ABDILLAH, JA‘FAR IBN MUHAMMAD,
PEACE BE UPON |[BOTH OF] THEM

Abii ‘Abdillgh, peace be upon him, was born in the year eighty-three
(AH) and passed away in the month of Shawwal in the year one hundred
forty-eight at the age of sixty-five. He was buried at (the cemetery of) al-
Bagqi" (in Madinah) in the grave (adjacent to) where his father and grandfather
and al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf, peace be upon them, were buried. His mother was
Umm Farwah the daughter of al-Qasim ibn Muhammad! ibn Abi Bakr and
her mother was Asma’ daughter of ‘Abdu 'r-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr.

1284-1. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad (-) Ibrahim ibn al-Hasan said: "Narrated to me Wahb
ibn Hafs that Ish3q ibn Jarir said: 'Abii ‘Abdillah, peace be upon him, said:

1. Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr was raised by Imam ‘Alf (p.b.u.h.) like his own son
even though he was Abil Bakr's son. He (Muhammad) even fought on the side
of Imam ‘Alf (p.b.u.h.) in the Battle of Jamal against his own sister ‘Aishah bint
AbT Bakr, the wife of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.).
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"'""Sa‘id ibn al-Musayyib, al-Qasim ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr
and Abii Khilid al-Kabuli were of the trusted companions of ‘Alf ibn al-
Husayn, peace be upon him." He (the Im3m) said: "And my mother was of
those who truly believed, was pious and did good; and surely, AllGh loves
those who do good." He (the Im3m), said: "And my mother said that my fa-
ther said (to her): 'O Umm Farwah! I pray to Allah for the sinners amongst
our Shi‘ahs a thousand times every day and night because when calamities
befall us, we exercise patience over what we know of the rewards but they
bear patience over that which they have no knowledge.'"'"

- 1285-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ibn Jumhiir (-) his father (-)
Sulaymain ibn Sami‘ah (-) ‘Abdull3h ibn al-Qasim that al-Mufaddal ibn
‘Umar said:

"Abti Ja‘far al-Mansiir (once) ordered his governor of Makkah and
Madinah, al-Hasan ibn Zayd, to set fire to the house of Ja‘far ibn Muhammad,
peace be upon them both. The house of Abi ‘Abdillah, peace be upon him,
was set on fire and it burnt the door and the corridor. Abii ‘Abdillah, peace
be upon him, came out, stepping (out) the fire and walking in it saying: 'l
am the son of A‘raqu 'th-Thara (Ismd‘il), I am the son of Ibrahim,' peace
be upon him, the friend of Allh.'"

1. The Prophet Ibrahim (p.b.wh.) was thrown into fire and it did not burnt him.
(See the Qur’an, 21:69.)
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1286-3. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-)
al-Barqi (-) his father, the person whom he mentioned, that Rufayd, slave
of Yazid ibn ‘Amr ibn Hubayrah said:

"(My master) Ibn Hubayrah was once angry with me and swore to kill
me. | ran away from him (in fear) and sought refuge with Abd ‘Abdilldh,
peace be upon him, and informed him of my story. He said to me: 'Go back
and convey my greetings to him and say to him (on my behalf): "I have
given protection to your slave Rufayd against you. Do not harm him with
(any) evil." I said to him: 'May I be made your ransom! He is a Shim{'
and of filthy opinions.” He said: 'Go to him (and do) as I have told you.' I
returned back. On the way in the wilderness [ met a Bedouin who asked me:
"Where are you going? I see the face of a man (about) to be killed.' Then he
said: 'Show me your hand.' I did so. He said: 'The hand of a person (about)
to be murdered.' Then he said: 'Put out your foot.' I put out my foot. He said:
"The foot of a person (about) to be murdered.' Then he said: 'Show your body.'
[ did so. He said: 'A body of a person (about) to be murdered.' Then he said to
me: "Take out your tongue.' I did so. He said to me: 'Go on, and nothing will
harm you, since in your tongue there is a message that if you take it to the

1. Shami, i.e., one who is from Sham (Damascus).
2. Historically, the Damascenes were allies of the Umayyids and opposed to the
Ahlu 'I-Bayt or their Shi‘ahs.
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lofty mountains they will obey you.'"

He (Rufayd) said: "I then went on until I stood at the door of Ibn Hubay-
rah. I asked permission (to enter). When I entered before him, he said: 'The
traitor has come on his own legs. Boy! Get the leather rope and the sword.'
He ordered my hands and head to be tied up. The executioner stood over
my head to strike my neck. I said: 'O commander! You have not seized me
by force, I came to you on my own. There is a certain matter that I want to
mention to you, thereafter do whatever you please.' He said: 'Speak.' I said:
"You must allow me to speak to you in private.' He ordered everyone to
vacate the room. Then I said to him: 'Ja‘far ibn Muhammad, sends you his
greetings and says to you: "I have given protection to your slave, Rufayd.
Do not harm him with (any) evil."'

"Then he said: 'Alldh! Did Ja‘far (ibn Muhammad) really say these
words and convey greetings to me?' I swore before him; and he repeated it
[his words] to me three times, then he freed my hands and said: 'T am not
satisfied until you do to me what I just did to you.' I said: 'My hands will
not move to do that and my conscience will not accept it." He said: 'By
Allzh! Nothing will satisfy me except that.' I then did what he had done to
me and then released him. He then gave me his own seal and said: '(All)
my affairs are in your hands; manage them as you like.'"
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1287—4. Muhammad ibn Yahy# (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Umar
ibn *Abdi 'l-“Aziz (-) al-Khaybari that Yiinus ibn Zabyan, al-Mufaddal ibn
‘Umar, Abii Salamah as-Sarréj and al-Husayn ibn Thuwayr ibn Abi Féakhi-
tah said: .

"We were in the presence of Abu ‘Abdillah, peace be upon him, when
he said: '"We have the treasures of the earth and its keys. If [ wished to say
with one of my foot (by striking it on the ground): "Let out whatever gold
is in you", it would do so.""

He (the narrator) said: "Then he said so with (striking) one of his feet
and drew a line with it on the earth. The earth split open. Then he pulled
out a brick of gold, the size of a hand and said: 'Look closely.' We looked
(down) and saw many such blocks of gold, shining, one over the other. One
of us said to him: 'May I be made your ransom! You have been given such
whilst your Shi‘ah are in need?' He (the Imdm) said: 'Allah will combine
for us and our Shi‘ahs (the bounties of both) the world and the hereafter.
And He will admit them into the blessings of Paradise whilst our enemies
will enter Hell-fire.'"

1288-5. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad (-)
some of his companions that Abii Bagir said:

"I had a neighbour who followed the Sultan and had gained some
wealth. He used to invite female singers and hold parties. They drank wine
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and it troubled me. I complained to the man several times but he did not
desist. When I insisted he said to me: 'O man! | am a man afflicted (with
sin) while you are free (of it). If you present me to your master, I hope
Allah will save me through you.' That impressed upon my heart (a con-
cern) for him and when I went to see Abii ‘Abdilldh, peace be upon him, I
mentioned his (the man's) condition to him. He said to me: "When you go
back to Kiifah, he will come to you. Say to him: "Ja‘far ibn Muhammad
says to you: 'Stop what you do and I will guarantee for you paradise before
Allgh'"

"When I returned to Kiifah, he came to me one day. I held him back
with me until my house was empty (of guests). Then I said to him: 'O
man! 1 mentioned you to Abii  Abdillah, Ja‘far ibn Muhammad as-Sidiq,
peace be upon him, and he said to me: "When you return to al-Kiifah, he
will come to you. Say to him: 'Ja‘far ibn Muhammad says to you: "Give
up what you are involved in and I will guarantee you paradise before
Allzh."l"l"

He (Abii Basir) said: "The man wept then he said to me: 'Alldh! Did
Abii ‘Abdillah, peace be upon him, really say this to you?' 1 swore before
him that he did really say to me what I said. He said: '(This) suffices for
you' and he left. After few days he sent for me and called out to me while
he was behind his house naked and said to me: 'O Abii Basir! By Allah,

313

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



uur{uijuwu,,.sgxm Jqu,o\..fbi)A.»j,j.G)
u:JLA_Jw‘&LJJ;‘_,sQJ\w@,oM(-L «l&u{a(\f
w-\.l;‘f..o¢w.a>)£,a)L_Jb-o.\.;gﬂigujl\ud,f&\.a\)
Wb wwu-)—f.,(‘uvl.»ud,»,\.@ub gdw‘du\(
y;\usgduqﬂmwu;uu &wuuw Comonm

k./ln"\"-s\ng’J

O st o ke o R de o 412 o g W (ol =1V VAR
M 3 Wysts o O Lo, 1] JU 106 cndl oy a2 o Jaas
5 16 AT e U2 g 0 maY 3875 e Ui O Loy Gig Ushma g a1
b rea¥l o a2 (oY U0~y U cmm it U 3} 16 Slis el

* % % % %

there is nothing left in my house. I have given it all away and I am (left) as
yousee.'" He (Abi Bagir) said: "I went to some of our people and collected
for him something to cloth him with. Shortly afterwards he sent for me
saying: 'l am ill; come to me.’ Thereafter, I used to come and go to him and
treat him until he was about to die. I was sitting besides him when he was
giving up his soul. He fainted and then regained consciousness and said
to me: 'O Abii Basir! Your master has fulfilled his promise to us.' Then he
passed away, may Alldh have mercy upon him! When I went for /ajj I went
to see Abii ‘Abdillah, peace be upon him, and sought permission (to enter).
As I entered (the house), he, [p.b.u.h.], called out to me from inside the
room, while one of my feet was still in the courtyard and the other in the
hallway: 'O Abi Basir! We fulfilled our promise to your friend!""

1289—6. Abii ‘Al al-Ash‘ari (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'lI-Jabbdr (-)
Safwan ibn Yahyd that Ja‘far ibn Muhammad ibn al-Ash‘ath said:

"He (Safwian ibn Yahy3) said to me: 'Do you know what was the
reason of our embracing this affair (becoming Shi‘ah) and recognizing it,
even though there was no mention of it among us, and we had no knowl-
edge of what other people (Shi‘ahs) had?' He (Ja‘far ibn Muhammad ibn
al-Ash‘ath) said: 'l said to him: "What (then) is (the reason for) it?" He said:
"Abi Ja‘far — i.e., Abu 'd-Dawiniq — once said to my father, Muhammad
ibn al-Ash‘ath: 'O Muhammad! Find me a person whom I can entrust.' My
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father said to him: 'l have found one for you. He is so-and-so Ibn Muhgjir,
my maternal uncle.' He said: 'Bring him to me.' He {my father] said: 'So I
brought my uncle to him. Abu Ja‘far said to him: "O son of Muhdjir! Take
this money to Madinah and give it to ‘Abdullah ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Hasan
and a group of his family amongst whom is Ja‘far ibn Muhammad and
say to them: 'l am a stranger from Khurisin and one of your Shi‘ah from
there has sent this money.' Then give to each of them on such-and-such a
condition. When they take the money than say: 'I am (but) a messenger and
I would like for you to write me that you have taken possession of what I
gave you.'"!

"'So he took the money and came to Madinah. Then he came back
to Abu 'd-Dawdniq when Muhammad ibn al-Ash‘ath was also present.
Abu 'd-Dawiniq said to him: "What did you leave behind?" He said: "I
met the people and these are their receipts for the money they received
except Ja‘far ibn Muhammad. 1 went to see him when he was praying in
the Mosque of the Messenger of Alldh, peace be upon him and his progeny.
I sat behind him and said: ‘(I will wait) until he is finished and then I will
mention to him what [ did to his companions.' He hurried up and finished.
Then he turned to me and said: 'O you! Fear Allah and do not try to deceive

1. The ruling Caliphs always feared that the Imams collected large sums of money
from the Shi‘ah and that they would use this money to plot an uprising against
them.
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the household (4hAlu 'I-Bayt) of Muhammad, peace be upon him and his
progeny. For they have just experienced the government of the sons of
Marwin and they (the Ahlu 'I-Bayt) are (now) needy.' [ said (pretending
ignorance): '"What's the matter? May Allah settle your affairs!"" He said:
"Then he brought his head closer to me and told me of all that had transpired
between you and me as if he was the third person with us. Abii Ja‘far then
said: 'O son of Muhgjir! know that the family of prophethood has never
been without a muhaddath' amongst them. And that Ja‘far ibn Muhammad
is the Muhaddath amongst us today.'" This proof was the reason for our
attesting to this matter.'"

1290-7. Sa‘d ibn ‘Abdilldh and ‘ Abdulldh ibn Ja‘far, both (-) Ibrdhim
ibn Mahziydr (-) his brother ‘Al1 ibn Mahziyar (-) al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id (-)
Muhammad ibn Sinarf () Ibn Muskén that Abii Basir said:

"Abu ‘Abdillih, Ja‘far ibn Muhammad, peace be upon him, passed
away at the age of sixty-five in the year one hundred and forty-eight (AH).
He lived after Abu Ja‘far, peace be upon him, (his father) for thirty-four
years."

1. Lit. "One who is spoken to." A muhaddath is one who is conversed to by the
angels.
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1291-8. Sa‘d ibn ‘Abdilldh (<) Abi Ja‘far Muhammad ibn ‘Umar
ibn Sa‘id (-) Yiinus ibn Ya‘qiib that Abu 'I-Hasan, the first (Miis3), peace
be upon him, said:

"I shrouded my father in two pieces of shatwiyyah' clothes that he
used to wear as ihrdm?®. And (also) in one of his shirts and in a turban that
belonged to ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn, peace be upon him, and in a gown he had
bought for forty dinar."

1. Shata was the name of a town near Egypt. The cloth imported from there was
called "shatwiyyah” cloth.

2. Ihram: two pieces of unstitched clothes that are the only clothes men are re-
quired to wear when performing a pilgrimage to Makkah.
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CHAPTER 120

THE BIRTH OF ABU 'L-HASAN, MUSA IBN JA‘FAR,
PEACE BE UPON [BOTH OF] THEM

Abu 'I-Hasan Miisd, peace be upon him, was born in al-Abwd’ in
the year one hundred and twenty-eight (AH). Some (historians) have said
(it was the year) one hundred and twenty-nine. And he, [p.b.u.h.], passed
away on the sixth of the month of Rajab in the year one hundred and eighty-
three (AH) at the age of fifty-four or fifty-five. He [p.b.u.h.] passed away
in Baghdad in the prison of as-Sindf ibn Shahak. Hartin (the Caliph) had
summoned him from Madinah on the twentieth of Shawwdl in the year
one hundred and seventy-nine (AH). Hartin had gone to Madinah on his
way back from ‘umrah in the month of Ramadan. Thereafter, Hartin went
for hajj and took him (Abu 'I-Hasan Miisd ibn Ja‘far, p.b.u.h.) with him,
Then he went back via the road to Basrah and had him imprisoned with

318

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



oY A (3 &@ﬁ&udgw\wwu\md\w\(

ouudu.xj”m\,u“,uwd;\.\._,
J&f‘wuguf‘gﬂysmdw.&‘—\/\mv
ot s tJe u\uocdbﬂwdwu.b- :Ju "\‘ag.x_..J\
OMuu)&u‘M,\uK,pdsuug,\..wd‘; e
ng )l y B g prdll (ol y oS ot S, X i 1 JU (Loe o) pla
WQYJWWMpcMMd{)wYM‘d&dAM
o,.au.x,w,duvcﬂjs_s).s\mm.uucuyw‘;v 38

d&f&.’cdw)\bdﬂjj&\wwu@mb\b‘ JLAJ(M).;
?\«%\0 d\&r—byl.l:—.bcd\b;ﬂ.ﬂdb JL’(MJL’-OJ\‘G.“O-u

0 1y 23l | a3l ‘r.u.u(.iu;.sgmww‘f‘,f,,.w\ ;U
* % % K* X

‘Isd ibn Ja‘far. Then he took him to Baghdid and had him imprisoned
with as-SindT ibn Shihak. He, [p.b.u.h.], died in his (as-SindT's) custody
and was buried in Baghdad in the cemetery of the Quraysh. His mother was
a slave-girl called Hamidah.

1292-1. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad al-Ash‘ari (-) Mu‘alld ibn
Muhammad (=) ‘Alf ibn as-Sindi al-QummT said: "Narrated to us ‘Isd ibn
‘Abdi 'r-Rahman that his father said:

"'Once Ibn ‘Ukashah ibn Muhsin al-Asadi went to see Abii Ja‘far,
peace be upon him, and Abii ‘Abdillh, peace be upon him, was standing in
his presence. Grapes were presented to him. He, [p.b.u.h.], said: "The old
man and the young child eat grapes one piece at a time while one who is
anxious that he may not be satiated eats three and four pieces at a time but
you should take two pieces at a time for it is recommended (mustahab)."

"'He then said to Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, "Why do you not
arrange a marriage for Abii ‘Abdillah, peace be upon him, when he (appears)
ready for marriage?" Before Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, there was a
sealed purse (of money). He [p.b.u.h.], said: "Very soon a (slave) trader
will come from Barbar and stop at Dar Maymiin, then with the money in
this bag we shall purchase for him a slave girl."'"

He (the narrator) said: "Time went by and one day we went to see
Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, and he said: 'l wish to inform you about the
slave trader | mentioned to you earlier. He has arrived. Go with this purse
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and purchase a slave girl.'" He (the narrator) said: "We came to the slave
trader but he said: 'l have sold all I had except two of them who are ill, one
of them is more beautiful than the other.'! We said: 'Bring them forth that
we may see them.' So he brought them out. We said: 'How much will you
sell to us the more beautiful one?' He said: 'Seventy dindr. We asked him
for a better (price) but he said: 'l will not accept less than seventy dindr.'
We said to him: 'We will buy her from you with all that is in this purse. We
do not know what is in it.' There was a man with him who had white hair
and beard who said: 'Open (the bag) and weigh it.' The slave trader said:
‘Do not open it, for if it is even one piece less than seventy dindr, I will not
accept.' The old man said: 'Come close.' We went closer and broke the seal
and weighed the dindrs. There were exactly seventy dindr, no more and no
less. So we took the slave girl to Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, and Ja“‘far,
peace be upon him, was standing in his presence. We informed Abii Ja‘far,
peace be upon him, of what transpired. He thanked Allah and praised Him.
Then, he asked her (i.e. the girl): 'What is your name?' She said: 'Hamidah.'
He said: "You are (indeed) Hamidah' in this world and Mahmiidah? in the
hereafter. Tell me, are you a virgin or not?' She said: 'Virgin.' He said:
'How so? The (slave) traders corrupt whatever comes in their hands.' She

1 One who praises God.
2. Praiseworthy or one who is praised by God.
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said: 'He used to come to me and sit next to me just as a man approaches a
woman but Alldh used to send a man with white hair and beard appear
to him and slap him until he would go away from me. This happened
repeatedly with him and the old man.' He, peace be upon him, said: 'O
Ja‘far, take her (as a wife) for yourself.' She then gave birth to the best of
the inhabitants of the earth, Miisa ibn Ja‘far, peace be upon him."

1293-2, Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Muhammad ibn Ahmad (-)
‘Abduliah ibn Ahmad (-) ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn (-) Ibn Sinan (-) Sabiq ibn
al-Walid (-) al-Mu‘alld ibn Khunays that Abii ‘Abdillah, peace be upon
him, said:

"Hamidah is clean of all uncleanlmess like purified gold. The angels
continuously guarded her until she reached me, due to Alldh's regards for
me and (for) the Proof! (al-hujjah) after me."

1294-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad* and
‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim (~) his father, both of them (-) Abii Qatddah al-Qummi
that Abti Khalid az-Zubdli said:

"When Abu 'l-Hasan Miisd, peace be upon him, was brought before
al-Mahdr [the ‘Abbasid Caliph}, for the first time, he was accommodated
at Zubdlah, and I talked to him. He found me depressed and asked: 'O
Abii Khilid! Why is it that I see you depressed?' I said: 'How can I not be

1. i.e. the Imam.
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depressed when you are being take to this transgressor and I do not know
what will happen to you.' He said: 'l will be alright. In such-and-such a
month on such a day come to me within one mile's distance.' I then had no
worries except counting the months and days until it was that (appointed)
day. I then went up to a mile's distance and spent the day there until it
was almost sun set. Satan caused doubts in my heart and I feared that I
may doubt in what he had said. Suddenly, 1 saw figures coming from the
direction of Iraq. I went to meet them and lo! Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon
him, was in front of them on a mule. He said: 'Well! (It is you) O Abt
Khalid!' I said: 'At your service, O (grand)son of the Messenger of All&h!'
He said: 'Do not doubt. Satan loved that you had doubts.' I said: 'Praise be
to Alldh Who saved you from them.' He said: 'I will have a return to them
in which I will not be safe from them.'"

1295-4. Ahmad ibn Mihran and ‘Alf ibn Ibradhim, both of them (-)
Muhammad ibn “Alf (-) al-Hasan ibn Réshid that Ya‘qiib ibn Ja‘far ibn
Ibrdhim said:

"l was in the presence of Abu '[-Hasan Miis3, peace be upon him,
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when a Christian man came to him. We were, at that time, at al-*Arid. The
Christian man said to him: 'l have come to you from a far away place after
a difficult journey. I have been praying to my Lord for thirty years to guide
me to the best of the religions and to the best of the servants (of Alldh) and
the most knowledgeable among them. I saw a person in my dream who
described to me a man who lived in ‘Ulya (upper) Damascus. I went to
see that man and I talked to him. He said: "I am the most knowledgeable
one amongst the people of my faith but (there is) another than me (who) is
more knowledgeable than me." I said: "Guide me to the one who is more
knowledgeable than you for I like travelling and I can endure difficulties. I
have read the whole Injil [Gospel], the Zabiir [Psalms] of Dawiid [David]
and the four parts of Tawrat [Torah]. I have read the apparent text of the
Qur’an until I grasped all of it." The scholar then said to me: "If you would
like the knowledge of Christianity then I am the most knowledgeable in it
among the Arab and non-Arab. And if you seek the knowledge of Judaism
then B&tT ibn Shurahbil as-Samiri is the most knowledgeable person in it
today. However, if you want the knowledge of Islam, the knowledge of
the Tawrdt, the knowledge of the Injil, the knowledge of the Zabiir, the
book of Hiid and all that has been revealed to any of the prophets in your
time or in the times of the others, and all the news that has come from the
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heavens that may have been learnt or not; (knowledge) in which there is
the explanation for everything and a cure for the worlds, the spirit for those
who seek rest and an insight into what Allah has willed to be for their good
and seek intimacy with the truth, then I will guide you to him (i.e. such a
person who has the knowledge of all this).

"""Go to him even if you have to walk on foot. If you are not able
to walk then even crawl to him on your knees. And if you are not able to
do that then drag yourself on your hips. And if you are not able then even
(crawl) on your face.” I said: "No, (none of these is necessary.) I can travel.
I am physically and financially able." He said: "Go then without delay
until you reach Yathrib." I said: "I do not know of Yathrib." He said: "Go
until you reach Madinah (the City) of the Prophet, peace be upon him and
his progeny, who rose from among the Arabs. He is the Arab, Hashimite
prophet. When you arrive there ask for Banti Ghanam ibn Malik ibn an-
Najjar who is near the door of the Mosque in that city. Show yourself to
him in the Christian dress because their governor is strict on them and the
Caliph is even stricter on them. Thereafter ask for Banii ‘Amr ibn Mabdhiil
that is in the area of az-Zubayr. Then ask for Miis3 ibn Ja‘far, where his
house is and where he himself is? Is he on a journey or present? If he is on
a journey then you must reach him because his destination will be shorter
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than the distance you have to travel to him. Then inform him that: the chief
monk of al-Ghiitah — Ghatah of Damascus has guided me to you. He sends
you lots of greetings and says: 'l pray to my Lord very often to make my
Islam take form in your hands.'"'

"He (the Christian man) narrated this story while he was standing,
leaning on his staff. Then he said: 'Master, if you would permit me I
would like to perform rakfir' and sit down.' He [the Im3m)] said: 'You are
permitted to sit but not to do takfir.' He sat down and removed his hood.
Then he said: 'May I be made your ransom! Do you permit me to speak?'
He (the Im@m) said: 'Yes, that is why you have come.' The Christian man
(first) said: 'Don't you return the greetings to my friend or you don't wish
to return the greetings (of peace)?' Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him, said:
'As to your friend, may Alldh guide him. As for the greeting of peace, that
is (applicable) when he joins our faith.' The Christian man then said: 'l
wish to question you — may Allah grant you well being!' He (the Imam)
said: 'Ask.' He said: 'Tell me about the Book that Alldh, the Most High,
has revealed to Muhammad that he read to people and introduced it to
them the way he did. And said: Ha mim! [ swear by the Book that makes

1. Takfir is placing the hand on someone's chest as a sign of respect and humility.
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manifest (the truth). Surely We revealed it on a blessed night surely We are
ever warning — Therein every wise affair is made distinct. (ad-Dukhan,
44:1-4) What is its hidden meaning? He (the Imam) said: 'As for: Ha
mim!, it stands for Muhammad, peace be upon him and his progeny, who is
mentioned in the Book of Hiid which was revealed to him (Hiid) - and its
letters are abbreviated (in the Qur’an.). And as for the: the book that makes
manifest, it is Amir al-Mu’minin ‘Ali, peace be upon him. The: blessed
night is Fatimah, peace be upon her; as for His words: therein every wise
affair is made distinct, it means that from that pight (i.e. Fatimah) there
will come a great deal of good. (There is) a man of wisdom, a man of
wisdom and a man of wisdom.'' The man said: 'Describe to me the first and
last of these men.' He [p.b.u.h.], said: 'The qualities are similar. However,
I will describe for you the third of them and those who will come from his
descendants; he is mentioned in the books revealed to you, if you have
not altered and changed and rejected them as you have been doing so for
a long time.'

"The Christian man said to him: 'l will not hide from you what | know
and will not lie to you, and you already know what I will say is true and
what is false. By Alldh, He has granted you of His grace and has given you
of His bounties that which people cannot even imagine. No one can hide

1. A reference to the first three Im3ms from the descendants of Fatimah
(p.b.u.h.).
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them and falsify them even those who reject (the truth). My words in the
matter are true as | mentioned and it is as such that I said.’

"Abii Ibrdhim,' peace be upon him, then said to him: 'I can tell you
a news that only very few people who read the scriptures know. Tell me
what was the name of the mother of Maryam [Mary] and on what day
was the spirit blown into Maryam and in what hour of the day? And what
day did Maryam give birth to ‘Isa [Jesus] and in what hour of the day?'
The Christian man said: 'I do not know.' Abii Ibrdhim, peace be upon him,
then said: 'As for the name of the mother of Maryam, it was Marthd and
Wahaybah in Arabic. As for the day Maryam conceived, it was on Friday
at noontime. It was the day in which the Trusted Spirit descended and
there is no holiday greater for Muslims than this (i.e. Friday). Alldh, the
Blessed, the Sublime, has advanced it (with greatness) and Muhammad,
peace be upon him and his progeny, has venerated it (with greatness). He
commanded it to be observed as a holiday, thus, it is the day of Friday. As
for the day in which Maryam was born was on Tuesday four and a half
hours before noon. Do you know the river on the side of which Maryam
gave birth to ‘Isd?' He (the Christian) said: "No.' He said: 'It was the
Euphrates that has palm trees and vineyards on its banks. No other place
is like Euphrates for vineyards and palm trees. As for the day in which her

1. Another epithet of the Imam just like Abu 'l-Hasan.
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tongue was curtained in speaking and Qaydis (the king of Israel) called
his sons and subjects for support to take the family of ‘Imrén out to look
at Maryam, so what did they say to her? Do you know what has Allah
told you in His Book (Injil) and what has He told us in His Book (Qur’dn)
[about this incident]?' He (the Christian) said: 'Yes, [ have read about the
day of suffering.' He (the Im3m) said: "Then do not rise from this meeting
until Alldh grants you the right guidance.' The Christian man said: "What
was the name of my mother in Assyrian language and in Arabic.' He (the
Imam) said: 'In Assyrian it was ‘Angqaliyah, and ‘Ungiirah was the name
of your grandmother from your father's side. The name of your mother in
Arabic was Mayyah. The name of your father was ‘Abdu '-Masth! and it is
‘Abdulldh in Arabic for al-Masih [the Messiah] did not have any slave.' He
(the Christian) said: 'You have spoken the truth and what is righteous, then
what was the name of my grandfather? He (the Imam) said: 'The name
of your grandfather was Jibril but I named him ‘Abdu 'r-Rahman in this
meeting.' He (the Christian) said: "Was he a Muslim?' Abii Ibrdhim, peace
be upon him, said: 'Yes, he was a Muslim and he was martyred. Soldiers
attacked him and murdered him in his home senselessly, and the soldiers
were from the people of Damascus.' He said: 'What was my name before
my epithet?' He (the Imam) said: 'It was ‘Abdu 's-Salib.' He said: 'So what

1. Literally "Slave of the Messiah".
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name will you give me?' He said: 'l will call you ‘Abdulldh.' He said: 'I then
declare my faith in Alldh the Great, and testify that there is no lord besides
Allgh, the only One. He has no partner. He is One, Self-sufficient. He is
not like what the Christians describe Him nor is He like what the Jews
describe Him. He is not a genus of the categories of polytheism. I testify
that Muhammad is His slave and His Messenger. He has sent him with the
truth. He has manifested the truth to the people of truth and has turned the
people of falsehood blind. That Muhammad is the Messenger of Alladh to
all mankind, red, and black all alike. Thus, those who have understanding
have understood and those who sought guidance have received guidance.
The people of falsehood have turned blind and have lost what they were
calling. I testify that His representative has spoken with His wisdom. That
all the prophets before him had spoken with pure wisdom, supported each
other in obedience to Alldh and stayed away from falsehood and the people
of falsehood, and from filth and the people of filth. That they kept aloof
from error and that Alldh supported them through obedience to Him and
kept them infallible and sinless. Thus, they were the friends of Alldh and
the helpers of religion. They encouraged others to do good and commanded
them to do so. I declare my faith in the small ones among them and greater
ones among them, those of them whom I have mentioned as well as those
that 1 have not mentioned. 1 declare my faith in Allah, the Blessed, the
Sublime, the Lord of the worlds.'
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"Then he cut off his girdle and the cross made of gold hanging from
his neck. Then he said: 'Command me as you would wish as to who must I
pay charities due on me.' He (the Imam) said: 'There is one of your brethren
in religion and he is of your own people, from Qays ibn ath-Tha‘labah and
is doing well financially like your self. You must cooperate with each other
and be lenient to each other and I will not allow that your rights in Islam
be ignored.' He then said: '‘By Alldh, may Alldh grant you well being! I am
doing very well financially. In my town I have three hundred horses male
and female and a thousand camels. Your rights in them is more than mine.'
He (the Imam) said to him: 'You are a slave of Alldh and His Messenger
and your lineage is natural.' So, he improved himself in Islam and married
a lady from the tribe of Fihr. Abl Ibrdhim, peace be upon him, gave her
dowry which was fifty dinar from the charities of ¢ Al ibn Abi Talib, peace
be upon him. He hired for him a servant and provided him accommodation
until Abu Ibrdhim, peace be upon him, was taken (to Baghdad). Thereafter,
he died only after twenty eight nights."

1296-5. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim and Ahmad ibn Mihrén, both of them (-)
Muham-mad ibn ‘Ali (-) al-Hasan ibn Rishid, that Ya‘qub ibn Ja‘far said:

"I was in the presence of Abii Ibrahim, peace be upon him, when
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a monk and a nun from the people of Najrdn, Yemen came to him. al-
Fadl ibn Sawwdr sought permission for them and the Imam said: '‘Bring
them tomorrow to the well of Umm Khayr.'" He (the narrator) said: "The
next day we showed up and we found other people had come too. He [the
Imam] ordered a mat to be spread out that was made of palm tree fibres.
He sat down and they sat down (too). The nun began asking questions. She
asked many questions and he answered them all. Abi Ibrahim, peace be
upon him, asked her (about) certain things but she did not have anything
(to say), then she accepted Islam.

"Then the monk began to ask questions and the Imdm answered what-
ever he asked, the monk then said: 'I was very strong in my religion and no
Christian was left on the earth who had attained my level of knowledge. I
heard about a man in India who, whenever he wished, could go for pilgrim-
age to tHe Baytu 'I-Mugaddas' in one day and night, and then return to his
home in India. So, I asked about him as to where he was? [ was told: "He
is in Sibdhan.” And | asked the one who informed me (further) about him,
he said: "It is the knowledge with which Asif, the companion of Sulayman
[Solomon] brought the throne of Saba’. He (Asif) is the one whom Allah has
mentioned for you in your Book and for us, the community of religions, in

1. Sacred place in Jerusalem. Literally means "Holy House".
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our Books."' Abi Ibrahim, peace be upon him, said to him: 'How many are
the names of Allah that are never rejected (when one invokes with them)?'
The monk said: 'The names are many but the definite ones with which
the supplicant is never rejected are seven.' Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon
him, asked him: 'Tell me as to how many of them you have memorized.'
The monk said: 'Nay, by Alldh — Who sent the Tawrat [Torah] to Mus3
[Moses] and made ‘Isd [Jesus] to be a lesson for the worlds and a trial for
the thankfulness of the people of reason, and made Muhammad, peace be
upon him and his progeny, a blessing and mercy; and made ‘Ali, peace be
upon him, a lesson and a (means of) perception; and made the executors of
his will from his descendants and the descendants of Muhammad, peace be
upon him and his progeny — I do not know. Had I knew them, I would have
not sought your advice, and would not have approached you or I ask you
[any question].' Abu Ibréhim, peace be upon him, said to him: 'Return to
the story of the Indian man.' The monk said to him: 'l have heard of these
names but I do not know their meanings and interpretations; nor do I know
what they are and how they are and how they are read. So, I journeyed
until I reached Sibdhan in India. I asked about the man and I was told that
he has built a monastery in the mountain and he does not come out nor is
he seen except twice a year. The people of India believed that Allah has
made a stream flow through his monastery and vegetations grew for him
without sowing, and it is cultivated for him without any ploughing. I went
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to his door and waited for three days without knocking or trying to open
the door. On the fourth day Alldh opened the door and a cow loaded with
firewood came forth. Her udder was so heavily filled with milk that it
(the milk) was about come out. She pushed the door open and I followed
her and entered. I found the man standing, looking towards the heavens
then weeping; and looking at the earth then weeping; and looking at the
mountains then weeping. | said: "Glory to Alldh! How few are the people
like you in our times." He said: "By Alldh! 1 am not but only one good of
the deeds of the man whom you have left behind you." I said to him: "I
have been told that you have a name of the names of Alldh by which you
reach every day and night to the Baytu 'l-Muqaddas and then return to
your home?" He said: "Do you know the Bayt (House) that is Muqaddas
(Holy)?" I replied: "I do not know any other Baytu 'I-Muqaddas besides
the one in Sham."' He said: "Not (any) Baytu 'l-Mugaddas but rather the
Holy House [al-Bayt al-Mugaddas] and that is the House of the family of
Muhammad, peace be upon him and his progeny." | said: "The only one I
have heard of until this day is the Baytu 'l-Mugaddas [in Shdm]." He said:
"That is the place where the prophets worshipped Allah. It had been called
the centre of the places of worship until the period between the time of

1. Present-day Sham refers to Damascus. Previously, Shim covered a larger area
that included Jerusalem.
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‘Isd [Jesus] and (the coming of) Muhammad, may Allah's blessing be upon
both, in which calamities approached from the pagans and misfortunes
entered the abodes of the devils. So they moved, changed and transmuted
those names as Alldh, the Blessed, the Sublime, has said — (words) whose
hidden meaning is (referring) to the family of Muhammad and outwardly
stands as a proverb: They are naught but names which you have named,
you and your fathers; Alldh has not sent for them any authority (an-Najm,
53:23)." I then said to him: "I have come to you from a far away land. On
the way, I crossed oceans, tolerated grief, sorrows and fear. I have passed
days and night in despair for failing to reach my goal." He said to me: "I see
that your mother conceived you at a time when a noble angel was present
with her. And I know that your father always washed and purified himseif
whenever he used to go to your mother. And I do not think there was any
other reason except his studying the fourth part of the Torah during his
nightly vigil. Thus, his end was a good one. Go back from where you came.
Leave until you reach the City of Muhammad, peace be upon him and
his progeny, which is (also) called 'The Pure' [af-tayyibah]. In the Age of
Ignorance it was called Yathrib. Then go to a place therein called al-Baqi".
Then ask for a house called the 'House of Marwan'. Lodge there for three
days. Then ask for a black old man who sits at the door and works with the
fibres of the palm tree (to make mats and other such things) that they call

334

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



JﬂolfLsJJ\JLjJJl AJJJJC“.J\JUMLD ._,a..aJ-ng_rlcr.a;)b
e Owadwo"b(‘cﬂ‘ Sletdt o gl el 3 2y G
Laally 0,03 () diay of TS b g S il Al g ol g
-‘\f,»w,o\fuda 1B 3 ol w135 1l el il
ez A3: ur_,a\j\,sdgjw‘wd,umddagwu;dﬁ
)jﬁ-‘u-gr-«-v‘)k.JU?J\J’J&»W‘D@\)\J\A!‘%JESJJ\&L’
PRV ke g & el ps Y ok g il 1T 8 pay Al sl e a
A 3 3L Joond ol g WSS 45 4 om b il U aa b o0 53y OV
S b g3 g2y Y i o Loy Gl o3bee g wi 0oy il e

Niab &S U} il 0 4oy 0 1y 50 IS o) @ pimy B

[aSKl8] et jamy (3 g Bonzdll § L1 pr IV - Y £A
* %* %* * *

al-khasf. Be kind to him and tell him: 'I am sent to you by your companion
who used to stay with you in the corner of the house wherein there are the
four pieces of woods.' Then ask him about so-and-so son of so-and-so. Ask
him where he forms his gathering and at what time he passes thereby. He
will show him to you or give you his description and you will recognize
him through the description and I will also describe him for you." I said:
"And when I meet him what should I do?" He said: "Ask him about the
past and about the future. Ask him about religious guidance of those past
and those yet to come."’

"Abi Ibrahim, peace be upon him, said to him: 'Your friend whom
you met has given you good advice.' The monk asked: 'What is his name,
may I be made your ransom?' He [p.b.u.h.], said: 'His name is Mutammim
ibn Firtiz from the people of Persia. He is of those who believed in Alldh,
the One, Who has no partner; and he worshipped Him sincerely and with
certainty. He ran away from his people when he was afraid of them. So, his
Lord granted him wisdom and guided him to the right way of guidance and
He made him of the pious ones and granted him the knowledge of those
His sincere servants are. Every year he visits Makkah for hajj and performs
‘umrah at the beginning of every month once. He comes from his place in
India to Makkah because of the distinction that Alldh has granted him and
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His support and thus does Alldh reward those who give thanks.'

"The monk then asked him many questions. He answered them all.
And he asked the monk about certain things which he could not answer, so
he informed him of (the answers).

"The monk then said: 'Tell me of the eight letters that were revealed
out of which four were manifested on earth and the other four remained
in space. To whom were the four sent that remained in space and who will
interpret them?' He said: 'He will be our al-Qaim.! Allah will send them to
him and he will interpret them. He will send to him what has not even been
sent to the truthful ones, the messengers and the rightly guided ones.' Then
the monk said: 'Tell me about two of the four that were sent to earth. What
are they?' He said: 'I will tell you about all four. The first one was: "There
is no lord except Alldh Who is One and has no partner, He is eternal." The
second was: "Muhammad, peace be upon him and his progeny, is the Messen-
ger of Alldh, purely.” The third was we the Ah/u "I-Bays® and the fourth one
was our Shi*ahs who are from us; and we are from the Messenger of Allah
and the Messenger of Alldh is from Alldh through a means.' The monk then

1. The Awaited One, peace be upon him. The last of the 12 Imams who is in oc-
cultation and will return to fill the earth with justice as it will have been filled
with injustice.

2. The Household of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.).
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said: 'I testify that there is no lord except Alldh and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah and that whatever he brought from Allh is true and
that you [the AAlu 'I-Bayt] are the chosen of Alldh from His creatures and
that your Shi‘ahs are pure who are the replacement (of those who oppose
you). For them is the good end with Allah. All praise is due to Allah, the
Lord of the worlds.'Aba Ibrahim, peace be upon him, called for a jubbah'
made of silk, a gihiyy shirt?, a faylasan?, shoes and a cap. He gave them to
him and he [peace be upon him] prayed the noon prayer; and then said to
him: '(Get) circumcised.' He said: 'I was circumcised when I was seven.'"

1297-6. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
‘Alf ibn al-Hakam, that ‘ Abdullah ibn al-Mughirah said:

"al-*‘Abdu 's-Salih,* peace be upon him, passed by a woman in Mini
who was weeping and her children around her were also weeping because
her cow was dead. He went close to her and asked her: 'What causes you
to weep O' maid of Allah?' She said: 'O servant of Allah! We have orphan

1. Jubbah: a long out garment, open in front, with wide sleeves.

2. Shirt made in Q3in [Khurfsan, [ran].

3. Taylasdn: a shawl-like garment worn over head and shoulders.

4. Another title of the 7th Imam, peace be on him. Literally means "The Righteous
Slave (of Alldh)".
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children. Our cow that was the means for our living has died and we are left
without any means of living.' He said: 'O maid of Allah! Would you like me
to bring your cow back to life?" She was inspired to say: 'Yes, O servant of
Allah!" So, he stepped aside and prayed two units of prayer. Then he raised
his hands gently and moved his lips. Then he stood up and called the cow
to get up. He prodded the cow with a staff or his foot and she stood straight
up. When the woman saw the cow she cried out saying: *“Is3, son of Mar-
yam, by the Lord of the Ka‘bah!' People gathered around and he, peace be
on him, disappeared amongst them and left."

1298-7. Ahmad ibn Mihridn, may Alldh have mercy upon him (-)
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali (-) Sayf ibn ‘Umayrah, that Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar said:

"I heard al-*Abdu 's-Salih,' peace be upon him, giving a man the news
of his impending death. I thought to myself: He knows when a person from
his Shi‘ah will die? He turned to me as if angry and said: 'O Ishdq! If Rashid
al-Hijri possessed the knowledge of (foretelling) deaths and suffering, the
necessity for such knowledge for the Imam is much greater.' Then he said:
'O Ishaq! Do as you please — your life has (almost) ended and you will die
within two years. Your brothers and family will tarry after you for a short
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while only before they scatter in disunity, and some of them betray others
so much so that even their enemies would rejoice at their misfortunes.
Was this on your mind?' I said: 'I seek forgiveness from Alldh for what
went through my heart.' After that meeting, Ishaq did not live for very long
before he died. And very soon after, the Bani ‘Ammadr began to live on
loans and became destitute.”

1299-8. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Is3 (-) Misi ibn al-
Qasim al-Bajali, that ‘Alf ibn Ja‘far said:

"Muhammad ibn Ismi‘1l' came to me when we were still in Makkah af-
ter completing our ‘Umrah in the month of Rajab. He said: 'O uncle! I intend
to go to Baghdad but I would love to bid farewell to my uncle, Abu 'l-Hasan
— meaning Miis# ibn Ja‘far, peace be upon him — and I would like you to
come with me to (see) him.' So I went with him to my brother and he was in
his house at al-Hawbah and that was just after sunset. I knocked the door and
my brother answered me saying: 'Who is it?' I replied: “Ali.' He said: ' am
just coming.' He used to perform his wudii '? very slowly. 'Hurry', I said. 'l

1. He is the son of Ism&‘1l who was the son of the sixth Im3m, ag-S&diq, peace be
upon him.
2. The ablution performed before prayers.
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will be quick’, he replied. He came out wearing a dyed cloth that he secured
around his neck and sat down just below the door steps."

‘Ali ibn Ja‘far says: "I leaned over him and kissed his head and said:
'l have come for a matter which if you find agreeable then Alldh may grant
him success; and if not then (pardon me for) how often do we err!' He said:
'What is it?' I said: 'Your brother's son is here. He wants to bid you farewell
as he leaves for Baghdad.' He said to me: 'Call him.' So I called him as he
had kept some distance. He came close to him and kissed his head and said:
'‘May I be made your ransom! Advise me.' He [p.b.u.h.], said: 'I advise you
to fear Alldh with regards to my life'.' He said, in reply to him: 'Whoever
intends evil for you, may Alldh do the same to him.' And he went on to pray
against anyone who intended evil for him (the Imdm). He then kissed his
head again and said: 'O uncle! Advise me.' He [p.b.u.h.], said: 'I advise you
to fear Alldh with regards to my life.' He said: "Whoever intends evil for
you, may Alldh do the same to him.' Then he kissed his head again and said:
'O uncle! Advise me.' He [p.b.u.h.], said: 'l advise you to fear Alldh with
regards to my life.' So, he prayed against those who intended evil for him.
Then he moved away and I left along with him. My brother called me and

1. Literally, "... with regards to my blood.»
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said: 'O ‘Alf! Wait where you are.' I waited and he went inside. Then he
called me inside. I went inside and he gave me a bag with a hundred dinar
in it and said: 'Tell your nephew to use it during his journey." ‘Alf said:
"I took it and secured it in the side of my cloak. Then he gave me another
hundred dindr and said: 'Give it to him also.' Then he gave me one more
bag and said: 'Give it to him also.' I said: 'May I be made your ransom!
If you fear from him as you mentioned, then why do you aid him against
your own self (by giving him all this money)?' He said: 'When [ maintain
relations with him (as kin) and he severs relations with me, Alldh will
cut his life short.' Then he gave me a pillow with three thousand pure
dirhams in it and said: 'Give him this as well.' He (‘Al1) said: 'So, I went
out to him and gave him the first one hundred and he was extremely
happy and prayed for his uncle. Then I gave him the second (lot) and the
_ third and he was so happy that I thought he might not leave (for Baghdad)
after all. Then I gave him the three thousand dirhams and he went on his
way until he came to Harlin and saluted him as the Caliph and said: 'l did
" not think that there can be two caliphs on the earth at the same time until
I also saw my uncle Miisa ibn Ja‘far being greeted as the Caliph.' Hartin
sent him one hundred thousand dirhams but All3h struck him with angina
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and he never saw or touched of it even a dirham."

1300-9. Sa‘d ibn ‘Abdilldh and ‘Abdulldh ibn Ja‘far, both of them
(-) Ibrahim ibn Mahziydr () his brother ‘ Ali ibn Mahziyér (-) al-Husayn
ibn Sa‘id (—) Muhammad ibn Sin3n (-) Ibn Muskin, that Abi Basir
said:

"Miisd ibn Ja‘far, peace be upon him, passed away at the age of
fifty-four in the year one hundred eighty-three. He lived (as the Imam
of the time) after (his father) Ja‘far, peace be upon him, for thirty-five
years."
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CHAPTER 121

THE BIRTH OF ABU 'L-HASAN AR-RIDA,
PEACE BE UPON HIM

Abu 'I-Hasan ar-Rid4, peace be upon him, was born in the year one
hundred forty-eight (AH). He passed away in the month of Safar in the
year two hundred and three (AH) at the age of fifty-five. All the views
about this date are not the same but this date is more accurate, if Allzh
wills. He passed away in Tiis in a town called Sanabéad, which is within the
reach of human voice from Nawqén and he was buried there. al-Ma’miin
had summoned him from Madinah to Marw via Basrah and Persia. When
al-Ma’miin left for Baghdad he took him, [p.b.u.h.], with him; so he passed
away in this town. His mother was a slave girl called Ummu '1-Banin.
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1301-1. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn
Mahbiib, that Hishdm ibn Ahmar said:

"Abu 'l-Hasan, the first (i.e. Misd, p.b.u.h.), said to me: 'Did you
know that someone from the people of al-Maghrib has arrived [Madinah]?'
I said: '"No.' He said: 'Yes, the man has arrived; so, let us go [to him].' Then
he rode off and I rode with him until we came to the man. He was a man
from the people of Madinah who had with him slave-girls. I said to him:
'Show us (what you have).' He showed us seven slave-girls. But Abu 'l-
Hasan, peace be upon him, said regarding everyone of them: 'I have no
need of her.' Then he [peace be upon him] said: 'Show us (another).' He
said: 'l have nothing except a sick slave-girl.' He [the Imdm] said: 'What
prevents you (not) to offer her (for sale)? The man refused and he [the
Imim] returned [home].

"On the next day he (Abu 'l-Hasan, p.b.u.h.) sent for me and told me:
'Ask him: "How much do you expect to get for her." When he says: "Such-
and-such." Tell him: "I will take her."'

"I went to him, and he said: 'I will not take less than such-and-such
for her. I said: 'l will take her.' He said: 'She is yours, but tell me who was
the man with you yesterday?' I told him: 'He was a man from the Banii
Hashim.' He said: "Which Banii Hashim?' I said: 'I don't have more (informa-
tion) than this.’
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"Then he said: 'I will tell you about this maid-servant. I bought her
from a remote area of al-Maghrib. [On the way] a woman from the People
of the Book' [4hlu 'I-Kitdb] met me and said: "Who is this maid-servant
with you?" I said: "I have bought her for myself." She then said: "It is not
appropriate that she should be with the like of you. It is fitting that this
slave-girl should be with the {one who is the] best of the inhabitants of
the earth. Then after a short period she will give birth to a son, the like of
whom has not been born in the East or the West."'"

He (the narrator) said: "I took her to him [Abu 'l-Hasan, p.b.u.h.]. It
was not long afterwards that she gave birth to ar-Rida, peace be on him."

1302-2. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
someone whose name he mentioned, that Safwin ibn Yahyi said:

"When Abi [bradhim, (Ms3, p.b.u.h.), passed away and Abu 'l-Hasan
ar-Rid3, peace be upon him, spoke (openly about his Imamate), we feared
for him. He was told: "You have made public a great affair and on account
of that, we fear for you (harm from) this tyrant (i.e. ar-Rashid).'

He (the narrator) said: "Then he [the Im&m] said: 'Let him try as hard
as he can, and he will find no way to harm me.'"

1303-3. Ahmad ibn Mihrdn, may Alldh have mercy upon him (-)
Muhammad ibn “Ali (-) al-Hasan ibn Mansiir, that his brother said:

1. i.e. Jews or Christians.

345

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



C’)cﬂwdydk\;wd&b)\&&: :JG 4t
L‘o.bgbd‘}»)d.l;dbb\}cghmoﬂ@\duku& oy
IRY

""\‘u‘“”"‘*’J\’"’“‘J"u")ﬂ“d\u""“‘dgsl"“i/“' ¢
Ag}o:@.s\gf g o JT o Jor ) 8 Jbgsju,d\upw.uu,
VUA.._,.,\)L..LMJLJI«JL;U‘JI;tUdLoLucdd:-gl.c—u..deLm
Sy oy o) 2 Ly ¢ B et 3 ol
L‘b‘;\;)}u.a_.:a.l;‘,)\.-\‘_;l;clb.u}bb\mbu.c._,.»)\..bcum,db
Avd‘fj-“-l’wud‘ﬁjwjg;ﬂ*w‘www‘ b ok

ng-w d)\_) ..UJ \.A:-gfl;u-,bJY)l ol J/‘.UA.\)“‘;LIJ.- redas —olan,
Gt Yy o 4 oS Sl b diyy oo G 0 bb & e 3 BT 0T

"One night, I went to see ar-Rida, peace be upon him, in a room in
the middle of his house. He raised his hand and it was as if there were ten
lamps in the house and a man asked his permission (to enter). He lowered
his hand then permitted him (to enter)."

1304-4. ‘Aliibn Muhammad () Ibn Jumhiir () Ibrahim ibn  Abdillah
(=) Ahmad ibn ‘Abdillah, that al-GhifarT said:

"I owed money to a man from the family of Abii Rifi‘, the retainer of
the Prophet, peace be upon him and his progeny, called Tays. He demand-
ed the payment from me and he was pressing me; and people helped him.
When I realized that, I prayed the Morning Prayer in the mosque of the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his progeny, and set out to ar-
Rid3, peace be upon him. On that day, he was in (the valley of) al-‘Urayd.
When I came near the door [of his house], he came out on a donkey wear-
ing a shirt and a cloak. When I looked at him [ felt ashamed before him.
When he reached me, he stopped and looked at me. I greeted him.

"It was the month of Ramadén. I said: ‘May Alldh ransom me for you!
I owe money to your retainer, Tays. By Alldh! He has disgraced me.'

"By Alldh! I was thinking to myself that he (ar-Rid4, p.b.u.h.) would
tell him (Tays) to leave me alone. And by Alldh! I did not said to him as
to how much I owed nor mentioned anything. He ordered me to sit down
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until he returns. I remained there until I prayed my sunset prayer and I
had fasted. So, I had become depressed and wanted to leave.

"Suddenly he appeared. There were (a crowd of) people around him.
Beggars were begging from him and he was giving them alms. Then he
retired from them and went into his house. He came out and called me. 1
rose and went in with him. He sat down and I sat (too). I began to talk to
him about Ibn Musayyib, the governor of Madinah, for often I used to talk
to him about him. When I finished he said to me: 'l don't think you have
broken your fast yet?' | said: 'No.'

"He called for food for me and it was put in front of me. He told the
servant to eat with me. The servant and I had our fill of food. When we had
finished, he said: 'Lift up the cushion and take what is under it.' I raised it
and there were (many) dindrs. I took them and put them in my sleeve. He
told four of his slaves to escort me to my house. I said: 'May I be made your
ransom! The spies of Ibn Musayyib will be around (there) and I would hate
them to see me while I was with your slaves.’

"'True', he said, 'may Alldh direct you with guidance.' Then he told
them that they should leave whenever I sent them back. When I was near
my house and I could see it, I sent them back. I went to my house and
called for a lamp. I examined the dindrs and there were forty-eight dindr. |
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only owed the man twenty-eight dinir. Among them was one dindr which
shone greatly. Its beauty delighted me and I picked it up and took it nearer
the lamp. On it was clearly engraved: 'The debt on the man is twenty-eight
dindr and the rest is for you.'

"No, by Allah! I had not informed him of the precise amount of my
debt. All praise belongs to Alldh Who has granted honour to those who He
has given authority."

1305-5. ‘Alf ibn Ibréhim (=) his father, that some of his companions
said:

"Abu 'l-Hasan ar-Rid4, peace be upon him, left Madinah to make the
pilgrimage in the year in which Hériin made the pilgrimage. He came to a
mountain called Fari‘ on the left side of the road as you went to Makkah.
Abu 'l-Hasan (ar-Rid4), peace be upon him, looked at it and said: "The one
who builds and destroys (a resting place) in Fari‘ will be cut into pieces.' We
did not know what that meant. When Hariin reached that place, he stopped
there. Ja‘far ibn Yahya went up that mountain and ordered a resting-place
to be set up for him. On his return from Makkah, he went back up (again)
and ordered it to be destroyed. When he got to Iraq, he (Ja‘far ibn Yahya)
was cut into pieces.

1306-6. Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Muhammad ibn al-Hasan
(-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isd (-) Muhammad ibn Hamzah ibn al-Qisim, that
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Ibrdhim ibn Miis3 said:

"[ kept urging Abu'l-Hasan ar-Ridd, peace be upon him, about
something I demanded from him and he used to promise me (that he would
meet it). One day he set out to meet the governor of Madinah and [ was
with him. He came near the palace of so-and-so and stopped there under
some trees. | stopped with him, and there was no third person with us. I
said to him: 'May I be made your ransom! The festival is drawing near and,
by Allah, I don't even possess a dirham.’

"He scratched the earth vigorously with his whip. Then he struck it
with his hand and took out of it an ingot of gold. Then he said: 'Use this but
keep secret what you have seen.'"

1307-7. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim, that Ysir, the servant and ar-Rayy#n ibn
as-Salt, both of them said:

"When the matter of the deposed Caliph' ended and it was established
for al-Ma’miin, he wrote to ar-Ridd asking him to come to Khurisan.
Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him, in reply presented various reasons (to
dissuade him) but al-Ma’miin continued writing to him until he, [p.b.u.h.],
found it to be unavoidable and that he will not leave him alone. He

1. Muhammad al-Amin ibn Harlin ar-Rashid battled his brother al-Ma’miin for the
succession to their father's caliphate and was killed.
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[p.b.u.h.]), then left for Khurdsan when Aba Ja‘far was only seven years
old. al-Ma’miin wrote to him: 'Do not travel through the mountains and
Qum. Take the road through al-Basrah, al-Ahwéz and Persia. Finally, he,
[p.b.u.h.], arrived at Marw. al-Ma’miin offered him to command and lead
the task of the caliphate but Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him, refused.
He [al-Ma’miin] said: 'Then [what about] heir apparent?’ He [p.b.u.h.],
said: 'Under certain conditions I will ask for.' al-Ma’miin said to him: 'Ask
whatever you wish.' So, ar-Rigd3, peace be upon him, wrote: 'I will be the
heir apparent on the condition that I will not command or forbid, neither
give legal decisions nor judge, neither appoint nor dismiss, nor change
anything from what is at present. (I must be excused) from all such matters.'
al-Ma’miin agreed to all these conditions."

He [‘All ibn Ibrahim] said: "Then Y4&sir narrated to me: 'When the
time for 7d' came, al-Ma’miin sent (a message) to ar-Rigad asking him
to ride out, attend the festival, lead the prayer and deliver the sermon. ar-
Rid3, peace be upon him, sent him (a message back) saying: "You know
the conditions made between us in (my) agreeing to enter in this matter." al-
Ma’miin sent him a message: "I only want thereby to put the people's heart
at rest and that they may know your excellence." He continued insisting until

1. The annual Islamic festival at the end of the fasting month of Ramadan and at
the end of the hajj season.
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he, [p.b.u.h.], said: "O Prince of the Faithful! If you excuse me, it would be
most loved by me, but if you still insist then I will go out (for this) in the
manner the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his progeny, and
Amir al-Mu’minin (‘Alj, p.b.u.h.) did." al-Ma’miin said: "Go forth as you
wish." al-Ma’miin then ordered the soldiers and the people to (lead a pro-
cession to) the door of Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him, saying: 'AllGhu
Akbar! [Alldh is Greater]."""

He (‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim) said: "Yasir, the servant, narrated to me that
people lined up waiting for Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him, on the roads
and roof-tops, men, women and children. The soldiers and army generals
gathered at the door of Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him. At sunrise, he
[p.b.u.h.], rose, took a bath and wore a white cotton turban. He let one end
of the turban hang over his chest and the other end between his shoulders
on his back. Then he said to all his retainers: 'Do as I do.' He took a staff in
his hand and went out. We were with him. He was barefoot and his gown
was tucked to mid-ankles and so were his other (long) clothes. When he
walked, we [also] walked along with him; he raised his head towards the
heavens and declared: 'dllahu Akbar!' four times. It seemed to us as if the
heavens and the walls were responding to him. The soldiers and the people
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at the door were ready and armed and decorated with the best of dresses.
When we appeared before them in such fashion and ar-Rid4, peace be upon
him, appeared [too], he [the Im3m) stood at the door shortly and then said:
‘Allahu Akbar! Allahu Akbar! Allahu Akbar! Allahu Akbar! For the guid-
ance that He has granted us. AllGhu Akbar! For what He has provided us
of the cattle quardrupeds [as sustenance], and all praise belong to Allah for
what He has granted us.' We all raised our voice with him."

Yasir [the servant] said: "The whole of Marw shook with the weeping,
commotion and shouts when they saw Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be on him. The
soldiers fell from their horses and threw their boots when they saw Abu 'l-
Hasan, peace be upon him, barefoot. He would walk about ten steps and
pause and say 'A/lGhu Akbar!' three times."

Yisir said: "It seemed to us as if the heavens, the earth and the
mountains were responding to him. The whole Marw had become one loud
voice in cries. This (news) reached al-Ma’miin. al-Fadl ibn Sahl, the man
with two offices (military and civil), said to him: 'O Prince of the Faithful!
If ar-Rid3, reaches the place of prayer in this manner, there will be a revolt
of the people. My opinion is that you ask him to return.' al-Ma’miin sent a
message to him and asked him to return. Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him,
asked for his shoes. He wore them and rode back (home)."
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1308-8. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim, that Yasir said:

"When al-Ma’miin left Khurdsan for Baghdad along with him came
al-Fadl, the man with two offices [Dhu ‘r-Riydsatayn] and we came out
with Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him. al-Fadl ibn Sahl Dhu 'r-Riyasatayn
had received a letter from his brother al-Hasan ibn Sahl, when we were in -
one of the stopping places. (al-Hasan wrote): ' have seen in the astrological
calcula-tions, on the transition to the new year, and found out that in the
month of so-and-so on a Wednesday you will taste the heat of the iron
and the heat of the fire. I believe that you go to the bath (hammdm) with
the Prince of the Faithful (al-Ma’miin) and ar-Rigé [peace be upon him]
on this day, and you should be cupped and then pour the blood over your
hands in order to remove the evil (of that day).'

"Then, Dhu 'r-Riydsatayn wrote about it to al-Ma’min requesting
him to ask Abu'l-Hasan, peace be upon him, the same. al-Ma’min
wrote to Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him, asking him about that. Abu 'l-
Hasan, peace be upon him, wrote back to him: 'I will not go to the bath
tomorrow; and I don't think it advisable for you or al-Fadl to enter the
bath tomorrow.' He (al-Ma’miin) sent a note to him [the Imadm] twice.
Abu 'l-Hasan [peace be upon him] wrote to him: 'O Prince of the Faithful!
I will not go to the bath tomorrow for I have seen the Prophet, peace be
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upon him and his progeny, last night in my dream who said to me: "O
‘Ali! Don't enter the bath tomorrow." So, I don't think it advisable for
you or al-Fadl to enter the bath tomorrow.' al-Ma’miin wrote back to him:
'You have spoken the truth and so has the Messenger of Allah, peace be
upon him and his progeny. I will not go to the bath tomorrow and al-Fagl
knows best.'"

He [*Alf ibn Ibrahim] said: "Then Yasir said: "When the sun set and
the night fell, ar-Rida, peace be upon him, said to us: "Pray:.'We seek
refuge with Allah from the evil that will descend this night."" So, we
continued praying that (all night). When ar-Rid4, peace be upon him,
had prayed the Morning prayer he said to me: "Ascend to the roof-top
and listen. Do you hear anything?" When I climbed, I heard a great deal
of commotion and crying and it was increasing. Suddenly, we saw al-
Ma’miin enter from the door that opened to his quarter from the quarter
of Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him, and he was saying: "O my master,
O Abu 'I-Hasan! May Alldh reward you for (patience over) the death of
al-Fadl. He refused (to cancel his decision for the bath) and he went to
the bath. A group of people attacked him with swords and killed him.
Three of the attackers were arrested and one of them was the son of his
maternal uncle, al-Fadl ibn Dhu 'l-Qalamayn." The soldiers, the military
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commanders and al-Fagl's men gathered at the gates of al-Ma’min, saying:
"He has murdered him." — meaning al-Ma’miin — "We must avenge his
blood." They brought fire to set the gate alight. al-Ma’miin said to Abu 'l-
Hasan, peace be upon him: "O my master! Would you consider going out
to them and dispersing them?"'"

He [the narrator] said: "Then Y4sir said: 'So, Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be
upon him, mounted (his horse) and said to me: "Mount." So, I mounted
(my horse). When we came out of the door of the house he looked at the
people who were straitening one another by pressure, and said — made a
hand gesture — to them [as if saying]: "Disperse! Disperse!"' Ydsir said:
'By Allah, people began to fall one on the other and whoever he pointed to
he ran away and (immediately) departed.'"

1309-9. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (~) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-)
Musifir (~) al-Washsh3’, that Musifir said:

"When Hdriin ibn al-Musayyib wanted to attack Muhammad ibn Ja‘far,
Abu 'lI-Hasan ar-Rigd4, peace be upon him, said to me: 'Go to him (Muhammad
ibn Ja*far) and tell him: "Do not go out (to fight) tomorrow, for if you do so,
you will be put to flight and your companions will be killed." And if he asks
you from where you learnt this, tell him: "I saw it in a dream.""'"

He (Musifir) said: "So, I went to him and told him: 'May I be made
your ransom! Do not go out (to fight) tomorrow. For if you go out tomor-
row, you will be put to flight and your companions will be killed.' Then
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he said to me: 'Where did you learn this?' [ said: 'l saw it in my sleep.' So,
he retorted: 'The slave only dreams when he has not washed his buttocks.'
Then he went out to fight and was defeated, and his companions were
killed."

Musifir reports: "l was with ar-Rid3, peace be upon him, at Mind
when Yahyd ibn Khilid passed by and covered his face (to escape) from
the dust. He (ar-Ridd, p.b.u.h.) said: 'Poor souls, they do not know what
will happen to them this year!' Then he, [p.b.u.h.}, said: 'And even stranger
than this (is that) Hariin and I will be like this' — and he put his two fingers
together."

Musifir said: "By Allah, 1 did not understand the meaning of his
statement until we buried him with him."!

1310-10. ‘Al ibn Muhammad (-) Sahl ibn Ziyad, that ‘Ali ibn
Muhammad al-Q4&s3nT said:

"One of our co-sectarians informed me that he delivered a signifi-
cant amount of wealth to Abu 'l-Hasan ar-Rigd, peace be upon him: 'But
1 did not see him delighted by it.' He then continued: 'So I became
depressed and said to myself: "I delivered (all) this money but he is not
pleased with it."' He [the Imam] called out: 'Boy, bring water and the re-
ceptacle.' Then, he [peace be upon him] sat on a chair and made a hand

1. al-Imam ar-Rida (p.b.u.h.) was buried besides the Caliph Hartin ar-Rashid.
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gesture to the boy saying: 'Pour water on my hand.'" He (the narrator) said:
"From between his fingers gold began to fall into the receptacle. Then he
turned to me and said to me: 'One who is such does not care for what you
have delivered to him!""

1311-11. Sa‘d ibn ‘Abdillah and ‘Abdulizh ibn Ja‘far, both of them
(—) Ibrahim ibn Mahziyér (-) his brother ‘Alf ibn Mahziyar (-) al-Husayn
ibn Sa‘id, that Muhammad ibn Sinin said:

"‘All ibn Musd, peace be upon him, passed away at the age of forty-
nine' years and a few months in the year two hundred and two (AH). He
lived, after (his father) Miisa ibn Ja‘far, peace be upon him, for twenty
years less two or three months.”

1. Regarding this contradiction, al-Kulayni has mentioned it at the beginning of
the chapter.
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CHAPTER 122

THE BIRTH OF ABU JA‘FAR, MUHAMMAD IBN ‘AL,
THE SECOND, PEACE BE UPON [BOTH OF] THEM

He (Abi Ja‘far, Muhammad ibn ‘Ali), peace be upon him, was born
in the month of Ramadén in the year one hundred ninety-five (AH) and
passed away in the year two hundred twenty (AH) at the end of the month
of Dhi 'l-Qi‘dah at the age of twenty-five years, two months and eighteen
days. He was buried in Baghdad in the cemetery of the Quraysh besides
the grave of his grandfather, Miis3 (ibn Ja‘far), peace be upon him. al-
Mu‘tasim had summoned him to Baghdad at the beginning of the same
year in which he passed away. His mother was a (Nabiyan) slave-girl called
Sabikah Nubiyyah. It is also said that her name was Khayzarén. It is also
narrated that she was from the family of Mariyah, the mother of Ibrahim,
son of the Messenger of Allgh, peace be upon him and his progeny.
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1312~1. Ahmad ibn Idris (-) Muhammad ibn Hassén, that ‘Al ibn
Khilid said:

"Muhammad — who belonged to Zaydi sect — said to me: 'l was
in the army when I was told that there was a prisoner brought from the
area of Shim' tied up and they said: "He claims to be a prophet."'"

‘Alf ibn Khilid said: "I came to the (prison) door and did kindness to
the guards until I reached him. He was a man of understanding; and I said
to him: 'O you! What is your story and your case?' He said: 'l am a man
from Sham who was worshipping Alldh at a place called: "The place of
the head of al-Husayn."? In the midst of my worship, a man came to me
and said: "Come with me." I went with him and whilst with him I found
myself in the Mosque of al-Kiifah. He said to me: "Do you recognize this
Mosque?" 1 said: "Yes, this is the Mosque of al-Kiifah." 'He said: 'He
prayed and 1 prayed with him. Then I found we are in the Mosque of the
Messenger of Alldh, peace be upon him and his progeny, in Madinah. He
offered greeting of peace to the Messenger of Alldh, peace be upon him
and his progeny, and I did the same. He prayed and I prayed with him.

1. Present day Damascus.
2. The place still exists today in the Umayyid mosque in Damascus and is called
"Magam Ra’su 'l-Husayn (p.b.u.h.)."
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Then he offered blessings on the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him
and his progeny. I was with him when suddenly I found we are in Makkah.
I continued to find myself with him until we finished all the rituals to be
performed there. Then I found myself with him at the place where I was
worshipping Alldh in Sham; and the man left. The next year [ was with him
again and we did as in the year before. When we finished all our rituals and
he returned me back to Sham and was about to leave, I said to him: "I ask
you for the sake of the One who has given you the ability (to do) what I
saw, tell me who are you?" He said: "I am Muhammad ibn ‘Alf ibn Miis4.""
He said: 'The news spread until it reached Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Malik
az-Zayyit. He sent his people to me who arrested me and tied me up in
chains and took me to Iraq.'"

He (the narrator) said: "I said to him: 'Send a petition to Muhammad
ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Malik.' He did so explaining the whole story but the answer to
his petition was: 'Ask the one who took you by night from Shiam to Kufah,
then to Madina then to Makkah then back to Sham, to release you from this
prison too.'"

*Alt ibn Khalid said: "I felt very sorry for him with a great deal of
sympathy. I tried to cheer him up and asked him to exercise patience. Early '
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next morning when I went to see him, I found people from the army, the
chief of the security men, the prison guard and a crowd of people around.
1 asked: 'What is the matter?' They said: 'The prisoner from Sham who had
proclaimed himself as a prophet has gone missing and no one knows if the
earth has swallowed him or the birds have snatched him away.""

1313-2. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad al-Ash‘ari said: "A shaykh' from
our companions called ‘Abdulldh ibn Razin narrated to me saying:

"'T lived in Madinah - the city of the Messenger of Alldh, peace be
upon him and his progeny — Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, used to come
every day to the mosque at noon time and enter the compound then turn
to the shrine of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his proge-
ny, and offer his greetings to him. He then used to go back to the house
of Fatimah, peace be upon her, take off his shoes, stand up and pray. (One
day) Shaytdn [Satan] whispered to me (in my heart) and said: "When he
(the Im@m) comes, go and pick up the dust on which he has just stepped.”
I sat that day waiting for him so that I may do this. When it was noon-time
he [peace be on him] came on his donkey but he did not dismount at the
place that he used to do so. (Instead) he came and dismounted on the rock

1. The word 'shaykh' in Arabic is an honorific title used for elderly men. It is now
also commonly used as a reverential title for Muslim scholars.
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in front of the door of the Mosque. Then he entered and greeted the Mes-
senger of Alldh, peace be upon him and his progeny.'"

He (the narrator) said: "Then he went back to the place where he
used to pray. He continued doing this for days. I said to myself: "When
he removes his shoes I will pick the gravel that he steps on with his feet.'
The next day, he came at noon-time and dismounted on the rock; then he
entered and greeted the Messenger of Alldh, peace be upon him and his
progeny. Then he came to the place where he used to pray but prayed with-
out removing his shoes and continued doing that for days. I said to myself:
'l have not succeeded this way but I will go to the public bath(-house) door.
When he enters the bath I will pick up the dust that he steps on.' I enquired
about the public bath he frequents and I was told: 'He frequents a bath near
al-Baqi‘, which belongs to a man from the family of at-Talhah.' | found out
the day that he used to go to this bath, and went to the door of the bath and
sat with the man from the family of at-Talhah, talking to him, while I was
waiting for him, [p.b.u.h.], to come. The Talhah man said to me: 'If you
want to enter the bath, then rise and enter (now), otherwise it will not be
possible for you (to enter) after some time.' I said: "Why is that?' He said:
'‘Because the son of ar-Ridd will enter the bath.' I said: 'Who is the son of
ar-Rida?" He said: 'A man from the family of Muhammad, peace be upon
him and his progeny. He is very righteous and pious. 'I said to him: 'Is no
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one permitted to enter the bath with him?' He said: 'We just vacate the bath
when he comes.""

He (the narrator) said: "When I was just busy talking [with the Talht
man] there, he, [p.b.u.u.], arrived with his servants. In front of him was a
servant carrying a piece of mat until he brought it into the dressing-room
where he spread it down. He [p.b.u.h.], came in, offered his greetings and
entered the chamber (still) on his donkey. He then entered the dressing-
room and dismounted on the mat. [ said to at-TalhT man: 'Is this the one
whom you described as righteous and pious?' He said: 'Oh no, by Allih!
He has never done this before, ever, except this day.' I said to myself: 'This
is because of what I have committed against my own soul.' Then I said: 'l
will wait until he comes out perhaps I will succeed in what I intend when
he leaves.! When he came out and was dressed, he called for the donkey.
It was brought into the dressing room and he, [p.b.u.h.], mounted from the
mat and left. I said to myself: 'By Alldh! I have caused him trouble and I
will not do any such thing again and will not ever even think of doing such
things.' My determination was firm and solid. When it was noontime that
day, he came (to the mosque) on his donkey and dismounted on the spot
where he used to dismount in the compound. Then he entered and greeted
the Messenger of Alldh, peace be uon him and his progeny, and he came
to the place where he used to pray in the house of Fatimah, peace be upon
him. He took off his shoes and stood up praying."
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1314-3. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad that
‘Ali ibn Asbit said:

"He [Abi Ja‘far II), peace be upon him, came out towards me, and I
looked at [him from] his head [to] his feet, so that I would be able to de-
scribe his physique to our co-sectarians in Egypt. I continued thus until he
sat down and said: 'O ‘Alf! Alldh presented proof for Imdmate as He pre-
sented proof for Prophethood; and He has said: and We gave him' Judge-
ment (al-hukm), while he was yet a little child (Maryam, 19:12). He (also)
said: and when he was fully-grown, (Yisuf, 12:22) and he attained forty
years, (al-Ahqaf, 46:15). So it is possible that someone be given Wisdom
(al-hikmah) when he is an infant, and it is possible that he be given it when
he is forty.""

1315-4. ‘Alf ibn Muhammad (=) one of our co-sectarians, that
Muhammad ibn ar-Rayyan said:

"al-Ma’miin tried every ruse possible against Abai Ja‘far, [II] (to
mislead him) but he failed. When he became frustrated he decided to (win
him over by) giving him his daughter (in marriage). (For the ceremony) he

1. A reference to Yahya [John] (p.b.u.h.).
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sent two hundred of the most beautiful maids each with a bowl in her hand
with a precious pearl in it to welcome Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, when
he sat on the special seat (prepared for him). He, however, did not pay any
attention to them. There was a man called Mukhdriq who had a singing
voice and (played) a lute and drum, and (he had) a long beard. al-Ma’miin
summoned him and he (Mukhériq) said: 'O Prince of the Faithful! If he
(Abii Ja‘far) has any interest in the world then I am sufficient for you in
dealing with him.' So he sat in front of Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, and
began to bray like a donkey. The people in the palace and he began to play
his lute and sing. He did it for a while but Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him,
paid no attention to him (turning) neither right nor left. Then he, [p.b.u.h.],
raised his head towards him and said: 'Fear Alldh, O you long-bearded
one!' The musical instruments fell from his hand and he was unable to use
his hands until he died. al-Ma’miin asked him about his condition he said:
'When Abil Ja“far, peace be upon him, called out to me, I was struck with a
fear from which I have never recovered.'"

1316-5. ‘Al ibn Muhammad (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad, that Dawid ibn al-
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Qdsim al-Ja‘farf said:

"] went to see Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, and I had three pieces
of parchments without proper markings' and they were all mixed up to me
so I felt grieved. He [p.b.u.h.}, picked one and said: 'This is the parchment
of Ziyad ibn Shabib.' Then he picked up the other one and said: 'This is
the parchment of so-and-so.' I became awe struck. He looked at me and
smiled.”

He (al-Ja‘fari) said: "And he, [p.b.u.h.], gave me three hundred dinar
and asked me to deliver them to one of his uncle's sons and he said: 'He
will say to you: "Show me an artisan who can help me buy goods", so
guide him to one.' I went to him with the dindrs and he asked me: 'O Abu
Hashim! Can you show me an artisan who would help me to buy goods.' I
said: 'Yes.'"

He (al-Ja‘fari) said: "And a camel-driver asked me to speak on his
behalf to him, [p.b.u.h.], regarding some of his affairs. I went to see him,
[p.b.u.h.], to speak to him but he was having a meal with a group of people,
and I could not speak to him. He [p.b.u.h.], said: 'O Abii Hashim! Eat.' He
placed (food) before me. Then he said (to a servant) — initiating from him-
self without any question (from me) — 'O Boy! Look to the camel-driver
who has come to us with Abii Hashim, and keep him with you."'"

1. i.e., addresses and names.
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He said: "One day I went into an orchard with him and I said to him:
'May I be made your ransom! I am addicted to eating clay. Pray to Alldh
for me.' He kept quiet, then he said to me, three days later — initiating (the
conversation) himself: 'O Abli Hashim! Alldh has taken away from you
(the desire) to eat clay.'" Abii Hashim said: "Today there is nothing more
hateful to me (than eating clay)."

1317-6. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-)
Muhammad ibn ‘Alf (-) Muhammad ibn Hamzah al-Hashimf, that ‘Al7 ibn
Muhammad or Muhammad ibn ‘Alt al-Hashimf said:

"I went to see Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, in the morning of his
marriage, to the daughter of al-Ma’miin. The night before I had taken
medicine. | was the first to meet him that morning. I was thirsty but did
not like to ask for water. Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, looked at my face
and said: 'I think you are thirsty.' I said: 'Yes.' He called: 'O servant or maid
bring us water.' | said to myself: "They may poison the water.' I became
grieved at that. The servant came with water. He [p.b.u.h.}, smiled into my
face and said: 'O boy! Give me the water.' He took the water and drank
(from it) then he gave me and I drank. I became thirsty again and did not
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like to ask for water. He did as he had done before. When the servant came
with the bowl of water I thought to myself as I had thought before. He took
the bowl, drank from it and then gave it to me, smiling." Muhammad ibn
Hamzah said: "This Hashimi told me: 'I think he (the Imam) is as they (his
Shr‘ah) say.'"

1318-7. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim, that his father said:

"Once a group of Shi‘ah from the suburbs asked permission to meet
Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him. He granted them permission and they came
in his presence. In one meeting they asked him thirty thousand questions’,
and he, [p.b.u.h.], answered them all while [at that time] he was (only) ten
years old."

1319-8. ‘Ali ibn Muhammad (-) Sahl ibn Ziyad, that ‘Alf ibn al-
Hakam said:

1. It has been said that ‘thirty thousand’ is not a literal figure, rather it is to show
that the questions were so numerous. Others have said that what it means is that
he would answer one question which would resolve so many others that they
wouldn't have to ask them (i.e. it was as if he had answered all others). And Al-
1ah knows best.
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"Once Di‘bil ibn ‘Ali went to see Abu 'l-Hasan ar-Rid3, peace be
upon him, and he ordered something to be given to him. He (Di‘bil) took it
but did not thank Alldh. He [p.b.u.h.], said to him: 'Why did you not thank
Alldh?'" He (Di‘bil) said: "Then later I went to see Abii Ja‘far, peace be
upon him, and he ordered something for me and I said: 'All praise belongs
to Alldh.' So, he, [p.b.u.h.], said to me: 'Have you learnt!""

1320-9. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad () Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillh, that Muhammad ibn Sindn said:

"Once I went to see Abu 'l-Hasan,? peace be upon him. He said: 'O
Muhammad, has something happened to the family of al-Faraj??' I said:
'Yes, ‘Umar (a member of al-Faraj's family) has died.' He said: 'All praise be
to Alldh.' [ (ended up) repeating twenty-four times, So I said: 'O my master!
Had I knew that this [news] would make you happy I would have come
with bare foot, running to you (to inform you).' He said: 'O Muhammad!
Don't you know what he — may Alldh curse him —- once said to Muhammad
ibn ‘Ali, my father? I said: 'No.' He said: 'He addressed him (my father)
about an issue and said: "I think you are drunk." My father said: "O Lord!
If you know that I have been fasting this day, then make him taste the

1. i.e., from what my father has drawn your attention to!
2. Meaning Abu 'I-Hasan, the third — the 10th Imam, peace be upon him.
3. The governor of Madinah.
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taste of war and the humiliation of captivity." By Allah, the days did not
pass before his belongings and all he had were looted and he was captured.
And now he is dead — may Allah not have mercy on him! Allzh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, has reversed his fortunes from him and He
continues to reverse the fortunes for His friends from His enemies.'"

1321-10. Ahmad ibn Idris (~) Muhammad ibn Hass3n, that Abii
Hashim al-Ja‘farf said:

"Once I prayed with Abii Ja‘far, peace be upon him, in the Mosque of
al-Musayyib. He lead the prayer with us facing the Qibla straight (in line
with the wall). He also said that a berry tree that was in the mosque had
dried up and had no leaves. He [peace be upon him) asked for water and
prepared himself (for prayer) under that tree. The berry tree came alive
with leaves and fruits in that year."

1322-11. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (~)
al-Hajjil and ‘ Amr ibn ‘Uthman (-) a man from the people of Madina, that
al-Mutarrift said:

"Abu 'l-Hasan ar-Rid4, peace be upon him, passed away and owed
me four thousand dirham. I said to myself: 'My money is lost.' Abii Ja‘far,
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peace be upon him, sent me a message (saying): '‘Come to me tomorrow
and bring with you a weighing scale and weighing stones.' So, | went to
see Abl Ja‘far, peace be upon him, and he said to me: 'Abu 'l-Hasan has
passed away; and he owe you four thousand dirham?' I said: 'Yes.' He then
lifted the prayer rug below him and under it there were dindrs and he gave
them to me [to weigh them and take the equivalent of the four thousand
dirham]."

1323-12. Sa‘d ibn ‘Abdilldh and al-Himyari both of them () Ibrahim
ibn Mahziyar () his brother ‘Alf () al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id, that Muhammad
ibn Sinan said:

"Muhammad ibn ‘Alf, peace be upon him, passed away at the age of
twenty-five years, three months and twelve days. He died on a Tuesday
on the sixth of Dhi 'I-Hijjah! in the year two hundred and twenty (AH).
He lived, after his father, for nineteen years less twenty-five days."

1. This contradicts what the compiler (al-Kulaynt) has mentioned at the beginning
of this chapter.
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CHAPTER 123

THE BIRTH OF ABU 'L-HASAN ‘ALI IBN MUHAMMAD,
PEACE BE UPON [BOTH OF] THEM (AND PLEASURE)

He, [p.b.u.h.], was born in the middle of Dhi 'l-Hijjah in the year two
hundred and twelve (AH). And it is said that he was born in (the month of)
Rajab in the year two hundred and fourteen (AH). He passed away when
four days were left of Jumida Il in the year two hundred and fifty-four
(AH). And it is narrated that he, [p.b.u.h.], passed away in (the month of)
Rajab in the year two hundred and fifty-four (AH) at the age of forty-
one years and six months. According to the previously mentioned date, he
lived for forty years. al-Mutawakkil had summoned him from Madinah
with Yahya ibn Harthamah ibn A‘yan to Surra man Ra’a.! He, [p.b.u.h.],
passed away there and was buried in his house. His mother was a slave girl
called Samédnah.

1. Present day Sdmarrd.
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1324-1. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-)
al-Washsh3’, that Khayran al-Asbafi said:

"I went to Madinah to see Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him. He said
to me: '"What news do you have of al-Withiq'?' I said: 'May I be made your
ransom! I left him in good health and I am, of all people, the latest who met
him. I met him just ten days ago.' He [peace be upon him] said to me: '"The
people of Madinah say he is dead.' When he said to me: People say' I un-
derstood that it is he himself (that he was referring to). Then he said: 'What
has Ja‘far’ done? I said: 'I left him in the worst condition of all people.
He was in prison.' He [peace be upon him] said: 'He is (now) the master
of the affairs.> What has Ibn az-Zayyat* done? | said: 'May I be made your
ransom! People are with him and the authority is his authority.' He [peace
be upon him] said: 'But now it (his authority) is unlucky for him.' Then he
was quiet for a while and (then) he said to me: 'There is no escape from the
decrees and ordinances of Alldh, the Sublime, and His decrees must go on.
O Khayran! al-Withiq is dead and al-Mutawakkil Ja‘far sits (in his place),
and Ibn az-Zayydt has been killed.’ I said: 'May I be made your ransom!

1. The ‘Abbasid Caliph.

2. al-Mutawakkil, the ‘Abbasid.
3. i.e. He has become the Caliph.
4. The vizier of al-Withiq.
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When?' He said: 'Six days after your departure.

1325-2. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad () Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillih (-) Muhammad ibn Yahy3, that
Salih ibn Sa‘id said:

"I went to Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him, and said to him: 'May I
be made your ransom! In every concern they want to extinguish your light
and diminish you, so that they lodge you in this disgraceful inn, the inn of
as-sa‘alik'.' He [p.b.u.h.], said: 'Here you are, O Ibn Sa‘id.' Then he indi-
cated with his hand and said: 'Look,' and I looked. Suddenly 1 was amidst
pleasant gardens and flowing rivers, and gardens in which were perfumed
plants and beautiful maidens like veiled pearls. My sight was bewildered
and my eyes were perplexed. He said: 'Wherever we may live, these are for
us. We are not in the inn of as-sa ‘alik."

1326-3. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (~) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad
(=) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillzh (=) ‘Alf ibn Muhammad, that

1. i.e., utterly destitute, have-not, etc.
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Ish3q al-Jallab said:

"I bought a large number of sheep for Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon
him. He called me and admitted me into the stable of his house into a vast
location that I could not recognize. He ordered me to distribute the sheep
among certain people and of such people were Abii Ja‘far!, his mother and
others. Thereafter, I requested permission to leave for Baghdad to (see) my
father. It was the day of Tarwiyah.? He wrote to me: 'Stay with us tomorrow
thereafter leave.' So I stayed. When it was the day of ‘Arafah’ I stayed with
him and I spent the tenth night in his veranda. At dawn he came to me and
said: 'O Ishdq! Rise.' So I rose and opened my eyes and found myself at my
own door in Baghdad. I went inside and met my father and I was among my
people and I told them I spent the day of ‘ Arafah in al-‘Askar (Sdmarr3) and
for ‘id* 1 left for Baghdad."

1327-4. ‘Al ibn Muhammad, that Ibrihim ibn Muhammad at-Tahirl
said:

"al-Mutawakkil became ill because of a boil so seriously that he was

1. Abii Ja‘far (Muhammad) was the Imam's oldest son. People were expecting him
to be the next Imam but he died before his father and was therefore not an Imam.

2. Eighth of the month of Dhi 'l-Hijjah.

3. Ninth of Dhi "l-Hijjah.

4. The Islamic Festival after the Annual Pilgrimage (%ajj) on the tenth of Dhi
'I-Hijjah.
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about to die, and no one had the courage to touch with a knife (to cut it
away). His mother vowed to sent a large sum of money to Abu 'l-Hasan,
peace be upon him, from her own wealth if her son would recover. al-Fath
ibn Khaqgén said to him [al-Mutawakkil]: 'If you send a message to this
man (i.e. Abu 'l-Hasan), he will definitely know something that would help
relieve you.' So a message was sent to him and his illness was described
to him. The messenger returned with a message that the dregs of oil from
sheep should be warmed, mixed with rose-water and placed on the boil.
When the messenger explained it to them they laughed at his words.
However, al-Fath said: 'He, by Alldh, knows best about what he has said.'
They brought the oil and prepared it as he had said and placed it on the boil.
He (the Caliph) was soon overcome with sleep and he calmed down. Then
it (the boil) opened up and what was in it was discharged and his mother
was given the glad tidings of his recovery. She sent ten thousand dinar to
him [Abu 'I-Hasan, p.b.u.h.] marked with her own seal.

"When he (the Caliph) had fully recovered from his illness, al-Batha’1
al-‘AlawfT reported (lies) to him that large sums of money and weapons were
delivered to him [Abu 'l-Hasan, p.b.u.h.]. He (al-Mutawakkil) ordered Sa‘id,
the chamberlain: 'Search him unexpectedly during the night and confiscate
whatever money and weapons you find and bring them to me."

Ibrahim ibn Muhammad said: "Sa‘id, the chamberlain, said to me: 'l

376

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



o U e J Jb 1l oy el G J\ aly Ny 1t e

C).mumgu_.s,u, el naa L any Bl 6> )
cwJ‘,.:bf@&:.&.mbd‘.\u‘)h\ﬂd\y§d.§)>‘é bl 3
T EWPR IS PRI PR PR PN T u.b-)adngy\u\;ﬂl\rh
L@..l:-.uu)..l\ub_,a i Jus gl.a.-u\fdd.&\rhgb.bwwéﬁ
w)ﬁﬂ‘(‘(‘-‘-“r—‘wL,3°)-*-.5‘u4—*))\==—“e-=’~\>‘pb‘-a—--’)
wdotls ¢ b it 3 L oo g aznd 3 sl i go 2 L JUy Lo g
‘d\wﬁL@J\MaJU\J&u\(bJ\J&\.«h‘d\ufp‘,db
u\uL...w\LL&:LpdufuxJ dduu\ul}-\(»ﬂd);-u

u«,ﬁ\ &b\M)Ql%m)gauY\oﬂk}waldbwf
Jot als 80yl ) e s Blens f 43 155 2 S iy
J (e Te st b 14 By 0pnsSly Cedl 03 asbod [ad] 2

* % % % %

went to his [p.b.u.h.'s] house during the night and I had a ladder with me.
I climbed on to the roof. When I went down a few steps in the dark I did
not know how to get to the house. He [Abu 'l-Hasan, p.b.u.h.] called out
to me, "O Sa‘id! Hold on until they bring you candles." In a little while
they brought me a candle and I went down and found him: on him was a
woollen gown and a woollen cap and before him was a prayer mat. I had
no doubt that he was praying. He said to me: "There are the rooms." I went
in and searched them but did not find anything in them except a bag in his
house that was sealed with the seal of the mother of al-Mutawakkil on it
and another sealed purse. He said to me: "There is the prayer mat." I lifted
it and there was a sword in a cloth sheath. I took them and went to him [al-
Mutawakkil]. When he saw the seal of his mother on it, he sent for her and
she came to him. Some of the private servants informed me that she said to
him: "I had made a vow when you were very ill and I had lost hope (of your
survival) that if you recover I will send him ten thousand dindr from my
own wealth. So, I sent it to him and this is my own seal on the bag." He [al-
Mutawakkil] opened the other bag and there was four hundred dinir in it.
He added another bag of money to it and asked me to deliver them to him. I
carried it and returned the sword and the two bags of money to him saying:
"O my master! (I wish you knew how much) this (assignment) was hard for
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me." He recited to me: and soon will those who act unjustly know to what
Sfinal place of turning they shall turn back. (ash-Shu‘ard’, 26:227).""

1328-5. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ¢ Abdillah, that ‘ AlT ibn Muhammad al-Nawfali
said:

"Muhammad ibn al-Faraj told me that Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon
him, has written to him: 'O Muhammad! Organize your affairs and take
precaution.' He said: 'l began to organize my affairs and did not know
what he, [p.b.u.h.], (meant by what he) wrote until a messenger (of the
Caliph) came to me and took me out of Egypt as a captive. All of my be-
longings were confiscated and I remained in prison for eight years. Then
in prison I received a letter from him, [p.b.u.h.], that said: "O Muhammad!
Do not reside near the western side.” I read the letter and said (to myself):
"He writes me this and I am in prison. This is indeed strange." Shortly
afterwards, [ was released. All praise be to Allgh.'"

He (the narrator) said: "Muhammad ibn al-Faraj wrote to him about
his properties. He, [p.b.u.h.], wrote (back) to him: "Your properties will
soon be returned to you and even if they are not returned to you, it will not
harm you.' When Muhammad al-Faraj left for al-‘Askar (i.e. Sdmarr) an
order was issued to release his properties but he died before that." He (the
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narrator) said: "Ahmad ibn al-Khadib wrote to Muhammad ibn al-Faraj
asking him to come to al-‘Askar. He wrote to Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon
him, for his advise and, he [p.b.u.h.], wrote (back) to him: 'Go forth, for in
it there will be relief for you, by the will of Allh, the Sublime.' He left and
did not tarry long, before he died."

1329-6. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) a man, that Ahmad ibn
Muham-mad said:

"Abi Ya‘qiib informed me: 'I saw him — meaning Muhammad — be-
fore his death at al-‘Askar one evening. Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him,
received him and looked at him and he became ill the next day. After sev-
eral days when 1 went to visit him, during his illness, he was worse. He
informed me that he [Abu 'l-Hasan, p.b.u.h.] has sent him a cloth which
he had folded and placed under his head.'" He (the narrator) said: "He was
shrouded in it."

Ahmad said: "Aba Ya‘qub said: 'l saw Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon
him, with Ibn al-Khadib who said to him: "Go ahead, may I be made your
ransom!" He (the Imdm) said: "You (shall go) first." Four days later, Ibn
al-Khadib was put in shackles and the news of his death was given out.'"
He (the narrator) said that it is narrated that when Ibn al-Khagib insisted
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in his demand for the house he sought from him, he, [p.b.u.h.}, sent him a
message (saying): "I shall ask Allgh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
to place you in such a place that not even your traces will remain." Allh,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, took him away in those days.

1330-7. Muhammad ibn Yahy3, that one of our co-sectarians, said:

"I took a copy of the letter of al-Mutawakkil to Abu 'l-Hasan, the Third,
peace be upon him, from Yahya ibn Harthamah in the year two hundred
and forty-three (AH) that read as follows:

"'In the name of Alldh, the Merciful, the Compassionate. Now then,
the Prince of the Faithful [i.e. al-Mutawakkil] appreciates your merit;
caring for your close relationship [to him and the Holy Prophet]; deems it
obligatory to observe your rights, [and] he pays attentions towards your
welfare and the well being of your family through the means with which
Allah will grant well being to you and to them, and establish your honour
and honour to them, grant blessing and security to you and to them. He
seeks thereby the pleasure of his Lord and the fulfilling of his obligations
towards you and to them. The Prince of the Faithful believes that it would
be proper to dismiss ‘Abdulldh ibn Muhammad as commander of the army
and prayer leader in the City of the Messenger of Alldh, peace be upon
him and his progeny, for what you have mentioned about his disregaring

380

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



V\,\,u,\;ﬂ;dwL:u,u@;\,wjl\ﬂ\ri;xdmfv\w
JAA‘JMJJJ&OKL'WA‘MJJ#JJMJ* ¢
2 by ) oy ehi)y 80 ) elgiVly Slomsy Sl S o
el Sy gl Sl st Ll Blata gria sl sl iy cxsagl
@y\ww\w,mubumrmbwb)wuu
Sy catd B} S50y a3 5 il dge Jo el y oy,
o e oy a sl el e s o (of 006 OF el O]y w28 S
(> ) A5 3 Ny 8 ey Oy Al O sl 1 (S pmaie i)
Edjuu._‘ja.]aﬁwb'-)q&f;oﬂjjﬁﬁlwauwjl\#h}\j
) o Sl oty 3 oy 3T oy il b pa ¥y 351 0 AT Y,
Al ot et ) Sy WISy ) aa g Sede PO s 0 el )

* % * x %

your rights and degrading your value. Also, it is because of his accusing you
of matters that the Prince of the Faithful is [fully] aware of your innocence
of it, and your sincere intention in not leading an attempt to achieve what
you consider yourself unfit for. The Prince of the Faithful has replaced him
(‘Abdullzh ibn Muhammad) with Muhammad ibn al-Fadl, and has ordered
him to honour and revere you and abide by your orders and opinions. He
must seek nearness to Alldh and to the Prince of the Faithful in this way. The
Prince of the Faithful is anxious to be close to you and would love to see you.
If you would like to visit him and stay with him as long as you would like
along with whoever of the members of your family and friends and servants,
you may do so whenever convenient for you and desirable. You may start
your journey whenever you like, stop on the way whenever and wherever
you like. If you like, Yahya ibn Harthamah, the retainer of the Prince of
the Faithful and the soldiers with him will escort you. They will travel, as
you would like them to do so. And this matter will be up to you to decide
until you arrive at the Prince of the Faithful's place. None of his brothers,
sons, family members and persons special to him would be deserving more
kindness, respected position, more praise worthy and pre-ferable to him than
you do. He will not be more caring, compassionate and helpful to them and
happier with any of them than he will be with you. If Alldh would so will.
May peace be with you and the mercy and blessings of Alldh?
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"'Written by Ibrdhim ibn al-‘Abbas. And blessings of Alldh be on
Muhammad and his progeny, and peace.'"

1331-8. al-Husayn ibn al-Hasan al-Hasani said that Abu 't-Tayyib al-
Muthannd Ya‘qiib ibn Ydsir narrated to me saying:

"al-Mutawakkil used to say: 'Woe unto you! The son of ar-Rid3,
[meaning al-Imdm ‘Alf al-Hadi, p.b.u.h.], has frustrated me. He refuses
to share a drink (liquor) with me and associate with me, and I never get a
chance at it.' They (his associates) said to him: 'If he does not give you a
chance then his brother, Miisd plays music, sings, eats, drinks and seeks
carnal love.' He said: 'Send for him and bring him here so that we may mis-
represent him to the public by calling him "Son of ar-Ridd" (and thereby
attribute his actions to al-Imam al-Hadi [p.b.u.h.] so as to mislead people).'
He wrote to him (Mis) and invited him with honour. All the people from
the clan of Hashim came to receive him, the officials and people received
him with the condition that on his arrival a piece of land will be given to
him on which proper accommodations will be built for him. People who
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love to drink liquor and the singers will come to meet him there. He (al-
Mutawakkil) maintained good relations with him, cared for him and pre-
pared a gorgeous lodging for him where he would visit him therein.

"When Miisd arrived, Abu 'l-Hasan, peace be upon him, met him at
al-Qantarah Wasif, the place where arriving visitors were received. He
greeted him and observed his rights. Then he said to him: 'This man has
invited you to insult and humiliate you. Do not confess to him that you
ever drank any liquor.' Miisd said: 'If he has invited me for this purpose
then what should I do?' The Imam, said: 'Do not humiliate yourself and
do not do it [drink any liquor] because he wants to insult you.' He (Miisa)
refused and he [Abu 'l-Hasan, p.b.u.h.] repeated his advise. When he saw
that he (Miisa) was not responding he said: 'As for this place (he has built
for you), you and he will never even meet there.' He (Miisd) lived there for
three years. Every morning he used to go there and he was told: 'He (al-
Mutawakkil) is busy today, you can meet him next time.' Or they used to
say: 'He (al-Mutawakkil) is drunk, come tomorrow.! When he went there
next day, they said: 'He (al-Mutawakkil) has just had medicine.’ It contin-
ued this way for three years until al-Mutawakkil was killed and he (Msi)
never got together (to drink) with him."

1332-9. Some of our co-sectarians, that Muhammad ibn ¢ AlT said:

"Zayd ibn ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn ibn Zayd informed me: 'l became ill
and a doctor came to see me at night. He prescribed a medicine for me to
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be taken at [that] night and for so-and-so days. I could not (figure how to)
find it (i.e. the medicine). The physician was barely leaving the door when
Nasr came in with a bottle containing that exact medicine. He (Nasr) said:
"Abu 'l-Hasan sends you greetings and says to you: 'Take this medicine for
so-and-so days.'" I took it and drank it and I recovered.'" Muhammad ibn
‘All said: "Zayd ibn “Alf told me: 'The critics refuse (to accept this hadith)
saying: "Wherefrom have the extremists (brought) this hadith?™'"
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CHAPTER 124

THE BIRTH OF AB0 MUHAMMAD
AL-HASAN IBN ‘AL],
PEACE BE UPON [BOTH OF] THEM

He [p.b.u.h.], was born (in the month of Ramadan and in another ver-
sion) in the month of Rabi* al-Akhar in the year two hundred thirty-two
(AH). And he, [p.b.u.h.], passed away on a Friday on the eighth night of
the month of Rabi‘ al-Awwal in the year two hundred and sixty (AH) at
the age of twenty-eight. He was buried in his house in the room where his
father was buried in (the city of) Surra-man-ra’d.! His mother was a slave
girl called Hudayth [and it is (also) said: Sawsan].

1333-1. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad al-Ash‘ari and Muhammad ibn

1. Present day Samarra.

385

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



;s’u,,wddfar.z,ca}s,&w|youudimud
h e s Y ealy Wi caaht gl o\fjr.“u..)o,\.}s
“)Q‘J“MJL"J“‘JMJ&’J‘J‘J“ u,laﬂu»)bugst
V,.J\L“g).sJ;ob‘r.@.fmjﬁu&)ug}h\x:-u;)dd)ow)
Lot Uy S8 b (o ey o540 S WSy oy
.,\.Z;y\"\JJLMAJL».’-A.L&J,-AA\JLUA.A;U;JA)L}‘J\ P
(.,s\ﬁ,,wum‘mym 1 @ gy S Wl Lo i

WJ“\wy\ewég,u,ﬁ;d\y»)oﬁbﬂ,
M:.-;MJ,J} cu\.a.“ cJJ:"'\ J"J J’-.U gg;&v d‘ olallt J.A‘ul)‘

Yahy4a and others have said:

"Ahmad ibn ‘Ubaydullah ibn Khdgan was in charge of estates and
land taxes in the city of Qum. One day in his assembly the ‘AlawTs and their
beliefs were mentioned. He was a staunch Nisibi.! He said: 'I have never
seen or known in the city of Surra-man-ra’a a man from the ‘Alawis like
al-Hasan ibn ‘AlT ibn Muhammad ibn ar-Rid4 in his manner, his calmness,
his self-restraint, his nobility and his greatness in the eyes of his family
and among the Banii Hashim. They as well as the military officers, the
ministers and the general public, all would give preference to him over
their elders and nobles. One day I was standing at my father's side in an as-
sembly with people when his chamberlains came in and announced: "Abii
Muhammad, Ibn ar-Rid3 is at the door." He (my father) said in a loud
voice, "Allow him to come in." | was surprised at their mentioning so bold-
ly someone with his epithet [kunyah]? before my father when it was only
done in his presence for a caliph, an heir apparent, or one for whom the
Sultdn had ordered that he should be addressed by his epithet. A man with a
brown complexion came in. He was of a good height, handsome, of excel-

1. Violently anti-Shtah.

2. The formal manner of addressing a man and showing him honour was to address
him with his kunyah i.e. as "Abi (father of) so-and-so" rather than by his own
name.
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lent physique, (looking) young in age. He looked majestic and awesome.
When my father saw him he stood up and walked towards him several
steps. I had not seen him doing this to anyone from the Banii Hashim or
the military officers. When he came close to him, he embraced him, kissed
his face and chest and holding his hand led him to sit on his own place for
prayer and he himself sat next to him turning his face towards him. He
began conversing with him often saying (the honorific expression), "May
I be made your ransom!"” I was amazed at what [ saw of him. A chamber-
lain came in and announced: "al-Muwaffaq' is here." When al-Muwaffaq
would visit my father, his cham-berlains and special military officers would
precede him. They would erect between my father's assembly and the door,
two curtains until he came and left. My father continued paying atten-
tion to Abi Muhammad talking to him until he saw his [al-Muwaffaq's]
special servants, and he said [to Abi Muhammad]: "If you please, may
Alldh ransom me for you!" Then he said to his chamberlains: "Take him
behind the two curtains so that he — meaning al-Muwaffaq — does not see
him. He stood up and my father also stood up and embraced him and he

1. al-Muwaffaq was the brother of the Caliph, al-Mu‘tamid ‘Ala 'lldh. His actual
name was Ahmad ibn al-Mutawakkil and he was also the army's Commander-
in-Chief.
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left. I asked the chamberlains of my father and his servants: "Shame on
you, who is this that you addressed by his kunyah before my father and my
father treated him as he did?" They said: "This is an ‘Alawi. They call him
al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf; he is (popularly) known as Ibn ar-Rida." This surprised
me even more. The whole of that day I remained anxiously thinking about
his affairs and the behaviour of my father. I did not see him (my father)
until it was night. His habit was to say his ‘ishd prayer and then sit and
review what needed his attention and what (issues) he needs to escalate to
the Sultdn. When he prayed and sat down, I came and sat before him while
he was alone. He said: "O Ahmad! Do you need something?" I said: "Yes
father. If you permit me I would like to ask you about it." He said: "I have
granted you permission, O my son! Say whatever you like." I said: "Father,
who was the man you met this morning and behaved with him the way
you did towards him with so much respect and honour and reverence, and
you (used expressions to) ransom yourself and your parents for him?" He
said: "My son, that was the Imam of the Rafidah.' He is al-Hasan ibn ‘Alj,
popular as Ibn ar-Rig4." I remained quiet for a bit then he said: "My son, if
the leadership would be removed from the ‘Abb3sid Caliphs, no one from
the Banii Hashim would be more deserving of it (to become the leader)

1. Rafidah: lit. "Renegades”. A derogatory term that the Sunni Muslims used to
refer to the Shi‘ahs.
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besides this (man). He would deserve it because of his excellence, his self-
restraint, his manner, his chastity, his asceticism, his worship, the beauty
of character and his virtues. Had you seen his father you would have seen
a man of great purity, nobility and excellence.” This increased my anxi-
ety, reflection and anger towards my father and what I heard from him. I
thought his actions and words concerning him were excessive.

"'"Thereafter, my sole concern was to ask more about him and to
investigate his affairs. Whoever of the Banii Hashim or the guards, the
clerks, the judges, the jurists and other people that I would ask, I would find
him being given eminence, greatness and a distinguished position. I would
hear very beautiful words about him and see him given preference over all
the members of his household, and his elders. The feeling of greatness for
him increased in my heart because I would not find anyone of his friends
or foe that would not speak well of him and praise him.

"'One of the Ash‘aris present in his assembly asked him: "O Abi
Bakr! What about his brother, Ja‘far?"!

"'"He (my father) said: "Who is Ja‘far that you would ask about him
or compare him with al-Hasan? Ja‘far is a public sinner, a profligate, a

1. Ja‘far was the brother of the eleventh Imam Abi Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) but was
not pious. He is well-known as "Ja‘far the Impostor (al-Kadhdhab)."
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wine-bibber, the lowest of all man and the most humiliating of his own
self among men. He was worthless and little to his own self.” What hap-
pened during the time of the death of al-Hasan ibn ‘Al7 to the Sultdn and
his people astonished me and I did not think such thing can happen. When
he became ill, my father was informed that Ibn ar-Rida has become ill. He
immediately rode to the Caliph's palace. Then he came back in hurry with
five people of the servants of the Prince of the Faithful. They all were of his
confidants and trustworthy ones among whom one was Nahrir.! He (my fa-
ther) commanded them to stay close to the house of al-Hasan to learn about
him and his condition. He called a few physicians and commanded them
to maintain contact with him and be around him mornings and evenings.
After two or three days he was informed that he is weakening. He com-
manded the physicians to remain around his house and sent for the chief
judge who came in his presence. He then commanded him (the judge) to
select ten persons from his most trustworthy in the matters of their religion,
trust and restraint. They were called in his presence and he sent them to the
house of al-Hasan. He commanded them to be there day and night and they

1. Nahrir was amongst the special servants of the Caliph and was a wretched and
evil man,
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were there until he passed away. The city of Surra-man-ra’d became one
uproar. The Sultdn sent people to search his house and search all the rooms
therein and seal the contents thereof. They searched for signs of his son and
called certain women with knowledge to deal with pregnancy. They exam-
ined his ladies. A certain woman had said that one of the ladies is pregnant.
She was accommodated in a certain quarter and Nahrir, the servant, and
his people and the women with him were ordered to stay guard around her.
Thereafter they began to prepare for the burial. The markets were closed.
The Banii Hashim, the guards, my father and other people rode out to the
funeral. The city of Surra-man-ra’3 on that day resembled the (Day of)
Resurrection. When the body was readied for burial the Sultin sent a mes-
sage to Abi ‘Isd ibn al-Mutawakkil and commanded him to pray over him.
When the bier was placed for the prayers over it, Abii ‘Isa went close and
uncovered his face. He then showed it to the Banii Hashim, both the ‘Alawi
and the ‘Abbasi, and to the guards, the clerks, the judges and attesters (to
bear witness) and he said: "This is al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf ibn Muhammad ibn
ar-Ridd. He died naturally in his own bed." Present at the time were the
servants of the Prince of the Faithful, his (the Caliph's) confidants so-and-
so, and from the judges so-and-so, and from the physicians so-and-so. He
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(Abi ‘Is3) covered his face and ordered to pick up the body. The body was
then picked up from the central area of the house and buried in the room
where his father was buried.

"' After his burial the Sultdn and people began to search for his son. The
search was carried out extensively. All the houses and rooms were searched.
The distribution of his legacy was suspended. The people appointed to
guard the lady who was thought to be pregnant continued their task until
it was found out that such thought was invalid. When her pregnancy was
proven invalid, his legacy was distributed between his mother and his
brother, Ja‘far. His mother claimed to be the executor of his will and her
claim was confirmed before the judge. The Sultdn, even after searching so
much for his son continued his search to find traces of his son.

"'Thereafter, Ja‘far came to my father and said: "Assign the
position of my brother to me. I will pay you twenty thousand dindrs every
year." My father treated him harshly and rebuked him saying: "You are a
fool. The Sultadn puts to the sword those who think that your father and
brother were Imams, to bring them back from that (belief). But he has
failed to do that. Had you been considered an Im3m among the Shi‘ah of
your father or your brother, you would not need any help from the Sultén
or anyone besides the Sultdn, to give you such a position as theirs. If you
are not considered amongst them with such a status then you will not have

392

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



ol i ade J ol 3 8 030 b cate Comomg O Ty admazal g ll e

8 ot et Ay Ty Oty S WS s gy L 2
J;,,dw,dr.ﬁwdywduumwdvu -Y/yrre
,A\U,J_,d,,)\,wdd\,w\r.w\ \d\?tﬂ,\o.\,.; foss 16
»usvs.a;,‘);u‘wwumf&;”)\ U ey
o OGS U Eslt G Sl s el 105 83500 Wb sl s

O L et
da}:<<an$ua)’adwd\}m>)f\&)dSJ Jbu)

U5 A gt (3 O Ul 8

222 e (60, ey By el el ) pfale efale o e —v/ATYO

‘{a..s.g\‘{s,du,ﬂ\uguduwdw,_yﬁ\ﬁw\&;w

* % % x %

it from us." My father dismissed him and humiliated him. He ordered his
people to keep him away (from his assembly). He (my father) did not give
him permission to enter before him until my father died. We left and he
remained in the same condition. The Sultan still would search for the traces
of the son of al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf, peace be upon him.'"

1334--2. *AlTibn Muhammad, that Muhammad ibn Ism#*1l ibn Ibrahim
ibn Miisi ibn Ja‘far [p.b.u.h.] said:

"Abii Muhammad, peace be upon him, wrote to Abu 'l-Q4sim Ishéq
ibn Ja‘far az-Zubayri about twenty days before the death of al-Mu‘tazz':
'Stay home until what is to happen, happens.' When Burayhah was killed
he (az-Zubayri) wrote to him: 'The incident has taken place. What do you
command me (now)?' He [p.b.u.h.], wrote back: 'This is not the incident. (It
is) another incident.' Then there happened to al-Mu‘tazz what happened.”

And the same narrator says: "He, [p.b.u.h.], wrote to another man:
'*Abdulldh ibn Muhammad ibn Dawid will be killed' — [the letter was
written] ten days before his murder — [and since it reached] on the tenth
day he was killed.”

1335-3. ‘Alf ibn Muhammad (=) Muhammad ibn Ibr&him, known as
Ibn al-Kurdi, that Muhammad ibn ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim ibn Miisi ibn Ja‘far
[p.b.u.h.] said:

1. ‘Abbasid Caliph.
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"When circumstances became difficult for us, my father said to me:
'Come with me to this man — meaning Abii Muhammad, peace be upon
him — for he has been described as being generous.' I said: 'Do you know
him?' He said: 'I do not know him and I have never seen him before.' So,
we headed towards him. On the way, my father said to me: 'What we need
is that he should grant us five hundred dirhams. Two hundred for clothing,
two hundred for (repaying) debts and a hundred for expenses.'

"I said to myself: 'If only he will grant me three hundred dirhams,
with one hundred I will buy a donkey, one hundred for expenses and one
hundred for clothing so that I could go to the mountain.' When we arrived
at the door, his servant came out to us and said: ' ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim and his
son Muhammad may enter." When we had entered before him and greeted
each other, he, [p.b.u.h.], said to my father: 'O ‘Ali! What has held you back
from us until now?' He said: 'O my master! I was ashamed to meet you in
these circumstances.' When we left him his slave came to us and gave my
father a purse saying: 'This is five hundred dirhams; two hundred for cloth-
ing, two hundred for debts and one hundred for expenses.' And he gave me
a purse and said: 'This is three hundred dirhams. Use one hundred for the
price of a donkey, one hundred for clothing and one hundred for expenses,
and do not go to the mountain but (instead) go to Sawrd’.! So, he went to
Sawra’ and married a woman (there). His income now is a thousand dinars
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a day, but despite this he subscribes to the wagf.' Muhammad ibn Ibradhim
(Ibn al-Kurdi) said: 'I said to him: "Shame on you! Do you need proof
clearer than this (that he is the Imdm now)?" He said: "This (belief in the
wagqyf) is a matter that has been passed down to us (in the family)."'"

1336—4. Alf ibn Muhammad, that Abi ‘AlTf Muhammad ibn ‘Alf ibn
Ibrahim said: Ahmad ibn al-Hérith al-Qazwini narrated to me:

"I was with my father in Surra-man-ra’a. My father was a veterinarian
at the stable of Abi Muhammad [p.b.u.h.]. He said: 'al-Musta‘in (the
Caliph) had a mule, the like of its beauty and size had not been seen,
but it refused anyone (to ride) on its back or (back it with) the reins and
saddle. All the trainers had come together but had failed to tame it for
riding. Some of the people close to him said: "O Prince of the Faithful!
Why don't you summon al-Hasan, Ibn ar-Rida to come? Either he will
(succeed) riding it or it will kill him; in which case you will be relieved
of him?" So, he sent for Abii Muhammad, peace be upon him, and my
father went with him. My father said: 'When Abi Muhammad, peace be
upon him, entered the palace I was with him. Abii Muhammad, peace be
upon him, looked at the mule standing in the courtyard of the house. He

1. Wagf: lit. "stop". The belief that the last Imdm was the seventh Imd3m Miis3
ibn Ja‘far (p.b.u.h.). The Shi‘ahs who stopped at the seventh Imam came to be
known as the Wigqifiyyah (i.e. "Those Who Stopped").
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went straight up towards it and placed his hand over its rear. [ saw the mule
perspire until the perspiration poured from it. Then he went to al-Musta‘In.
He greeted him and he (al-Musta‘n) welcomed him and sat him close by.'

"Then he said: 'O Abii Muhammad! Harness this mule.' Abi Muhammad,
peace be upon him, said to my father: 'O Boy! Harness it.' al-Musta‘in
said: "You harness it.' He, [p.b.u.h.], removed his cloak then he rose and
hamessed it. Then he returned back to his place and sat. He (al-Musta‘in)
said to him: 'O Abii Muhammad! Saddle it.' He [p.b.u.h.], said to my father:
'O Boy! Saddle it.' He said: 'You saddle it.' He rose again and saddled it and
returned. Then he said to him: 'Do you think you can ride it?' He [p.b.u.h.],
said: "Yes.' He [p.b.u.h.] mounted it without any resistance then he galloped
it (in the courtyard of the) palace. Then he made it trot at a gentle pace
and it walked beautifully. Then he returned and dismounted. al-Musta‘in
said to him: 'O Abii Muhammad! How did you find it?' He said: 'O Prince
of the Faithful! I have not seen its like in beauty and liveliness. Only the
Prince of the Faithful deserves to have the like of it.' He (al-Musta‘in) said:
'O Abii Muhammad! Then the Prince of the Faithful gives it to you.' Abi
Muhammad, peace be upon him, then said to my father: 'O boy! Take it
away.' and my father took it and lead it away."

1337-5. ‘AlT (-) Abli Ahmad ibn Rashid, that Abli Hashim al-Ja*farT said:
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"I complained to Abli Muhammad, peace be upon him, about a need. He
scratched the earth with his whip. (Then) he covered it with a handkerchief
and took out five hundred dindr. Then he said: 'O Abu Hashim! Take it and
pardon us.'"

1338-6. ‘Alf ibn Muhammad (-) Abli ‘Abdillzh ibn Salih () his
father, that Abt ‘Alf al-Mutahhar wrote to him [p.b.u.h.] in the year of the
Qadisiyyah (the year of draught) informing him of people's desertion (of the
annual hgjj) and that he feared thirst. He, peace be upon him, wrote back:

"Go and have no fear, by the will of Alldh." So they went safely.
Praise be to Alldh, Lord of the worlds."”

1339-7. ‘Alf ibn Muhammad, that ‘Alf ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Fadl al-
Yaman said:

"A group attacked al-Ja‘far — a man from the descendants of Ja‘far
[at-Tayyér] — and he could not face them [because of their number]. So he
wrote to Abi Muhammad, peace be upon him, complaining about that. He
[p.b.u.h.] wrote back to him: "You will be enough for them, by the will of
Allgh, the Exalted.' He went out against them with a small number while
they were in excess of twenty thousand, and he had less than a thousand
but he defeated them."

1340-8. ‘Ali ibn Muhammad, that Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l al-*Alaw1 said:
"Abli Muhammad, peace be upon him, was imprisoned under (the
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supervision of) ‘Alf ibn Narmash who was the most hostile of people and
the most severe (in his hatred) towards the descendants of Abi Talib. He
was told: 'Do with him your worst.' He, [p.b.u.h.}], had not stayed with him
but a day when he began treating him with humility. He would not (even)
raise his eyes to him out of awe and reverence. He left him while he had
become the most perceptive of people [in respect to him, p.b.u.h.] and best
of them who spoke about him."

1341-9. ‘Alf ibn Muhammad and Muhammad ibn Abi1 ‘Abdillah that
1shaq ibn Muhammad an-Nakha‘T said: Sufydn ibn Muhammad ad-Duba‘1
narrated to me saying:

"l wrote to Abii Muhammad, peace be upon him, asking him about
(the meaning of) walijah in the words of Alldh, the Sublime: (What! Do
you think that you will be left alone while Allgh has not yet known those
of you who have struggled hard) and have not taken anyone as a walijah
besides Allah and His Messenger and the believers . . . (at-Tawbah, 9:16).
I said to myself — not in the letter — '(I wonder) to whom does the believers
refer here (in this verse)?' The answer came back: 'Walijah is the one who
is appointed besides the (rightful) leader in authority [waliyyu 'I-amr].
And your soul whispered to you concerning the believers: "Who are the
ones (intended) in this place?" They are the Imams, who ask All4h to grant
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security ' to the people and He grants their request.'"

1342-10. Ishaq said: Abii Hashim al-Ja‘farT narrated to me saying;:

"I complained to Abii Muhammad, peace be upon him, about the con-
straining cell of the prison and the weight of the shackles on me. He wrote
back to me, ‘Today you will pray the noon prayer in your home.' I was
released at noon and I prayed in my home just as he, peace be upon him,
had said; and I was under (financial) constrains and I intended to ask him
for some dinirs in writing but [ was ashamed. When I went home, he had
sent me a hundred dindr and had written to me: '"When you have a need, do
not be ashamed (to ask). Ask for it and you will find what you wish for, by
the will of Allah.""

1343-11. Ishdq (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Aqra‘ said that Abi
Hamzah Nagir, the servant, narraterd to me saying:

"I heard, more than once, Abi Muhammad, peace be upon him,
conversing with his servants in their languages: Turks, Romans and (even)
Saqalibah.2 I was astonished at that and I said (to myself): 'He was born

1. Translator's Note: Perhaps, here the Imam (p.b.u.h.) is suggesting that the word
mu’minin (commonly translated as 'believers’ from the word imdn [belief]) is
also derived from the word aman (security).

2. Caucasus,
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in Madinah and he was not exposed to anyone until Abu 'l-Hasan, peace
be upon him, passed away and no one had seen him. How is this?' As I
was talking to myself, he approached me and said: 'All&h, the Blessed, the
Sublime, distinguishes His Proof over the rest of His creation in all matters.
He gives him the (knowledge of all) languages, and an understanding of
lineages, appointed times and events (to occur). If it were not for that, then
there would have been no difference between the Proof and those who
were not given the proof.'"

1344-12. Ishéq, that al-Aqra‘ said:

"I wrote to Abi Muhammad, peace be upon him, asking him concerning
Imams: 'Do they experience wet dreams?' [ said to myself after the letter
had gone: 'Wet dream is something satanic, and Alldh, the Blessed, the
Sublime, has protected His Friends from that.' The answer came back: 'The
condition of the Imdms when asleep is the same as when they are awake.
Sleep does not change anything in them. Alldh has protected His Friends
from satanic encounters (just) as your soul whispered to you.'"

1345-13. Ishdq said: al-Hasan ibn Zarif narrated to me saying:

"Two issues kept occupying my mind for which I intended to write
to Abii Muhammad, peace be upon him, asking about them. So, I wrote to
him asking about al-Q&im [the One Who Will Rise], peace be upon him:
'When he rises, how will he judge and where will be his administration of
justice amongst people?' I also wanted to ask him about the quartan (fever)
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but I forgot (to ask) about the fever. The answer came: 'You have asked
about al-Q4im. When he rises, he will judge between the people with his
own (hidden) knowledge just the way Dawiid [David], peace be on him,
judged. He will not ask for any evidence. And you also wanted to ask about
the quartan (fever) but you forgot. Write (the following) on a paper and
hang it over the one with fever. He will recover by the permission of Allah,
if Allah wills: O fire! Be cool and safe for Ibrahim (al-Anbiy®’, 21:69).' So
we hung over him what Abi Muhammad, peace be upon him, mentioned
and he recovered."

1346-14. Ishaq said: Isma‘1l ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Ismi‘il ibn
‘Alf ibn ‘Abdillah ibn ‘Abbis ibn ‘Abdi 'I-Muttalib narrated to me saying:

" sat waiting for Abi Muhammad, peace be upon him, on the road
side. When he passed by me I complained to him of a need and swore be-
fore him that I did not have even a dirham or even less, and no (food for)
lunch or dinner. He, [p.b.u.h.], said: 'You swear by Alldh falsely. You have
buried two hundred dindr. But my saying this is not to deny giving you. O
Boy! Give him whatever is with you.' His servant boy gave me one hun-
dred dinr. Then he approached me and said to me: 'You will be deprived of
it when you need it the most.' — meaning the dindrs that I had buried. And,
he, peace be upon him, was right. It was as he had said. I had buried two
hundred dindr saying: 'It will be a support for us when times are difficult.'
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Hard necessity forced me to pay for something and the means of gaining
provision were closed to me. [ dug for them but (I could not find them).
One of my sons knew where they were. He had taken them and fled. I could
not do anything about it."

1347-15. Ishi3q said: ‘Alf ibn Zayd ibn ‘Al ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Alf,
peace be upon him, narrated to me saying:

"I had a horse that I was very much impressed with and it was talked
about often in gatherings. One day I went to see Abli Muhammad, peace
be upon him, and he said to me: 'How is your horse doing?' I said: 'I still
have it and it is here in front of your door. I just dismounted it.' He said
to me: 'Exchange it before evening if you can find a buyer and do not
delay.' Then someone came in and the conversation ended. I left thinking
and went home. I told my brother about it and he said: 'I do not know
what to say about it.’ [ withheld from it and regarded people unworthy
to buy it until it was evening. We had just prayed the late evening prayer
when the stableman came in saying: 'O my master! Your horse has died.'
[ became grieved and realized that he, [p.b.u.h.], was warning me of this.
After several days | went to see Abu Muhammad, peace be upon him, and
[ was saying to myself: 'l wish he would replace my horse with another
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one when it was his words that have grieved me.' When [ sat down he said:
"Yes, we will replace your horse.' (Then he called out to a servant:) 'O Boy!
Give to him my chestnut work horse. This one is better than your horse,
easier to ride and longer living'"

1348-16. Ishdq said: Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Shammiin narrated
to me saying: Ahmad ibn Muhammad narrated to me saying;:

"I wrote to Abii Muhammad, peace be upon him, when al-Muhtadi
had begun to kill the (Turkish) retainers [mawdli]: 'O my master! All praise
is to Alldh Who has diverted him (al-Muhtadi) from us, for I heard that he
had threatened you and said: "By Alldh! I will wipe them off from the face
of the earth." Abii Muhammad, peace be upon him, signed (the reply) in his
own writing: "That will shorten his life. Count five days from today. On the
sixth day he will be killed after humiliation and a degradation that he will go
through.' And so it happened exactly as he, peace be upon him, said."

1349-17. Ishiq said: Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Shammiin narrated
to me saying:

"I wrote to Abli Muhammad, peace be upon him, requesting him to
pray to Allah for me (for relief) from the pain in my eye. (The sight in) one
of my eyes was gone and the other was about to go. He wrote back to me:
'Allah has kept your eye for you.' And it recovered back to normal. He had
signed at the end of the letter: 'May Alldh reward you and make good your
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recompense.’ I became anxious because of that for I did not know anyone
who had passed away in my family. A few days later I received news of the
death of my son, Tayyib and I realized that the condolence was for him."

1350-18. Ishéq said: ‘Umar ibn AbT Muslim narrated to me saying:

"We were in Surra-man-ra’d when a man, called Sayf ibn al-Layth,
from Egypt came with a complain to al-Muhtadi against Shafi* al-Khadim
who had usurped his property and expelled him from it. We advised him
to write to Abii Muhammad, peace be upon him, asking him to facilitate
his case. Abi Muhammad, peace be upon him, wrote back to him: 'Don't
worry. Your property will be returned to you. Don't go to the Sultan, instead
go and see the agent (of Shafi‘ al-Khadim) in whose hand is your property;
and frighten him against the Greatest Sultan, Allgh, the Lord of the worlds.'
So, he met the agent, in whose hand was his property, who said to him:
"When you left Egypt, he [Shafi* al-Khddim] wrote to me to find you and
return to you your property.' Then he returned it to him by the order of the
judge Ibn Abi 'sh-Shawdrib and in the presence of witnesses, so, he did not
need to take his case to al-Muhtadi. When he secured his property, nothing
was heard about him thereafter."

He (the narrator) said: "Also, Sayf ibn al-Layth narrated this to me

1. A common Islamic expression uttered to the bereaved (as a consolation).
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saying: 'On my departure from Egypt, I left behind one of my sons ill and
another son older to him, was the executor of my will and the supervisor
over my family and my estate. | wrote to Abi Muhammad, peace be upon
him, requesting him to pray for my son who was ill. He wrote back to me:
"Your son who was ill has recovered but the older one, the executor of your
will and the supervisor over your family, has died. Give thanks to Allzh
and do not be impatient lest your rewards be lost." Then news came to me
that my son had recovered from his illness and the older one had died on
the day I received the reply from Abd Muhammad, peace be upon him.""

1351-19. Ishaq said: Yahya ibn al-Qushayri, from a village called
QIr, narrated to me saying:

"Abli Muhammad, peace be upon him, had an agent who had taken
a room in the house with him, and with him was a white slave. The agent
invited the servant to (engage in sin with) himself, but the servant refused
unless he brought him wine. So, he (the agent) managed to find wine for
him. Then he took him inside while there were three closed doors between
them and (the quarters of) Abi Muhammad, peace be upon him."

The narrator said: "The agent narrated to me: 'l was startled when [ saw
the doors open until he, [p.b.u.h.], came in person. He stopped at the chamber's
door. Then he said: "O you both! Be conscious of Alldh. Fear Alldh." In the
morning he ordered the slave to be sold and my removal from the house."
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1352-20. 1shidq said: Muhammad ibn ar-Rabi*‘ ash-Sha’1 informed me
saying:

"1 debated a man who believed in dualism in al-Ahwiz then I went to
Surra-man-ra’3 while something from his (the dualist's) words has stuck in
my heart. | was sitting in front of the door of Ahmad al-Khadib when I saw
Abl Muhammad, peace be upon him, approaching from the Public Court.!
(It was) on the day (the Caliph invited) the public to visit (the Court). He,
[p.b.u.h.], gazed at me and made a gesture with his forefinger saying: 'One,
One, only One.' I fell down losing consciousness."

1353-21. Ishédq ,that Abii Hashim al-Ja‘fari said:

"One day I went to see Abli Muhammad, peace be upon him, and I
wanted him to give me something so I can make a ring out of it and keep it
for blessing. I sat down but forgot (to ask) what I had come for. When I bid
farewell and was leaving, he threw a ring to me and said: "You wanted (the)
silver (only) and we have given you a ring. (Thus) you have saved on the
stone of the ring and the setting (charges). May Alldh make you happy, O
Abi Hashim!' I said: 'O my master! I testify that you are the representative
[waliyy] of Allah and my Ima@m, by obedience to whom, I obey Alldh.' Then

1. Public Court [Ddru I-‘Ammah) was also called Daru "I-Khalifah — the Caliph's
Court.
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he [p.b.u.h.] said: 'May Allah grant you forgiveness, O Abii Hashim!""

1354-22. Ishdq said: Muhammad ibn al-Qasim Abu 'I-* Ayna’ al-Héshimi,
the retainer of ‘Abdu 's-Samad ibn ‘Ali ‘Atdqah narrated to me saying:

"Whenever I used to visit Abi Muhammad, peace be upon him, and
felt thirsty (there), his greatness prevented me to ask for water (in his
presence), but he would call out (to his servant): '‘Boy, quench his thirst.’
And sometimes | have made up my mind to get up (and leave), while I have
been contemplating that, he would say: 'Boy, (bring) his horse.""

1355-23. ‘Al ibn Muhammad (-) Muhammad ibn Ismi‘il ibn
Ibrahim ibn Miisi ibn Ja‘far ibn Muhammad [p.b.u.h.], that ‘Alr ibn
‘Abdi 'l-Ghaffar said:

"When Abii Muhammad, peace be upon him, was imprisoned, the
‘Abbisids, Sdlih ibn ‘Al and others who were not Shi‘ahs all came to Salih
ibn Wasif (asking him to treat Abii Muhammad [p.b.u.h.] more harshly).
Silih said to them: 'What can I do? I entrusted him to two of the evilest
men I could find. They have turned to (men of) worship, prayer and fasting
to an amazing extent. I asked them: "What (interest) do they have in him?"
They said: "What can you say about a man who fasts during the day and
stands (in worship) the whole night? He does not speak or busy himself
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with anything. And when we look at him our limbs tremble and (a feeling)
overtakes us that we lose control over our own selves."' When they (the
‘Abbisids) heard that they left in despair."

1356-24. ‘Al ibn Muhammad (-) al-Hasan ibn al-Husayn said:
Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Makfif narrated to me saying: One of our
co-sectarians narrated to me that a Christian phlebotomist who was in the
army [of the ‘Abbdsid] said:

"One midday Abii Muhammad, peace be upon him, sent for me and
said to me: 'Open this vein.' He showed me a vein that was unknown
to me as one of the veins used for phlebotomy. I thought to myself: 'l
have never seen anything stranger than this, He commands me to open
[a vein] at noon time which is not the time for it, and secondly, to open a
vein that I do not know.' Then he said to me: 'Wait and stay in the house.'
When it was evening he called me and said to me: '(Open the vein and)
let the blood flow.' I let it flow. Then he said: 'Hold it.' So I held (the vein
and stopped the blood). Then he said to me: 'Remain in the house.' At
midnight he sent for me and said to me: 'Let the blood flow.' I was even
more amazed then before but I did not like to ask him. So I let it flow and a
white blood like salt came out. Then he said to me: 'Stop it.' And I stopped
it. Then he said: 'Remain in the house.' In the morning he ordered his clerk
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to pay me three dindrs. I took them and left. I came to Ibn Bakhtishd‘, the
Christian, and told him the whole story. He said to me: 'By Alldh, I do
not understand what you are saying and I do not know anything about it
in medicine. I have never read it in any book. (However) I do not know
anyone in our era more knowledgeable in the Christian scriptures than so-
and-so, the Persian. Go to him.' So, I hired a boat to Basrah and then to
Ahwiz and then to Persia to the man I was looking for. I explained to him
the story. He said: 'Give me some time.' | waited for a few days and then
came to him to get (an answer). He said to me: "What you narrate from this
man, ‘Isa [Jesus] did it only once in his life.""

1357-25. ‘Ali ibn Muhammad, that one of our co-sectarians said:

"Muhammad ibn Hujr wrote to Abi Muhammad, peace be upon him,
complaining against ‘Abdu 'l-*Aziz ibn Dulaf and Yazid ibn ‘Abdilldh. He
[p.b.u.h.] wrote back to him: 'As for ‘Abdu 'l-‘Aziz I have sufficed him (for
you) but as for Yazid, both you and him have a position before Allzh.'" So,
‘Abdu 'l-‘Aziz died and Yazid killed Muhammad ibn Hujr."

1358-26. ‘Alf ibn Muhammad, that one of our co-sectarians said:

1. i.e. you will be tried against each other and you will attain a position of reward
because of suffering at his hands while he will be assigned a position of punish-
ment for oppressing you.
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"Abt Muhammad, peace be upon him, was handed over to Nahrir!
who used to oppress and trouble him. His wife said to him: "Woe be to you,
fear Alldh. Don't know who is in your house?' She explained to him his,
peace be upon him's, righteousness and said to him: 'l fear for you from
him (before Allah).' He said (defiantly): 'I will throw him to the beasts.'
Then he did so. He, [p.b.u.h.], was seen standing in prayer (unharmed) and
they (the beasts) were around him."

1359-27. Muhammad ibn Yahy4, that Ahmad ibn Ish3q said:

"I went to see Abli Muhammad, peace be upon him,, and asked him to
write me something so that whenever I see his handwriting I may recognize
it when he writes to me. He [p.b.u.h.], said: 'Yes.' Then he said: 'O Ahmad!
The writing will vary between a thick pen and a fine pen. So, do not doubt
(when [ write to you).' Then he asked for an inkpot and began writing. He
would dip (the pen) to the bottom of the inkpot. I thought to myself as he
was writing: 'l will ask him to gift me the pen with which he is writing.’
When he finished writing he turned and began talking to me while he was
wiping the pen with the cloth of the inkpot for a while. Then he said: 'Here,
O Ahmad (it is for you)!' And he gave it to me.

"I then said: 'May [ be made your ransom! | am grieved about some-

1. Nahrir was a servant of the Caliph who looked after the Caliph's beasts and
dogs.
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thing that is afflicting my soul. I wanted to ask your father but I never got
the chance to do that.' He asked: "What is it, O Ahmad?' I said: 'O my mas-
ter! It is narrated to us from your ancestors that the prophets sleep on their
back, the believers sleep on their right side, the hypocrites sleep on their
left side and the devils sleep on their face.' He, [p.b.u.h.], said: "That is how
it is.' I said: 'My master I struggle to sleep on my right side but I cannot
do so and I do not get sleep on it (my right side).’ He remained quiet for
a while. Then he said: 'O Ahmad! come close to me.' I went close to him
and he said: 'Put your hand under your clothes.' I did so. He took out his
hands from under his clothes and placed them under my clothes. He wiped
his right hand on my left side and with his left hand on my right side three
times."

Ahmad said: "I am not able to sleep on my left side ever since he,
peace be upon him, did that and actually I just cannot get sleep on it (i.e.
the left side)."
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