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.. from Hisham ibn Salim and Hammad ibn “Uthman and others,
said: We heard Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) saying:

My Tradition is the Tradition of my father;
and the Tradition of my father is the Tradition of my grandfather;
and the Tradition of my grandfather is the Tradition of al-Hisayn;
and the Tradition of al-Husayn is the Tradition of al-Hasan,
and the Tradition of al-Hasan is the Tradition of Amiru
FMu'minin (‘a.s.)
and the Tradition of Amiru -“Mu’minin is the Tradition of the
Messenger of Allh(s.a. ‘awa.);
and the Tradition of the Messenger of AllGhA(s.a. ‘a.w.a.)is the
Word of Ak, to Whom belong Might and Majesty.

(al-Kafi, vol.1, p.51)
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In the Name of Allah
The All-Compassionate, The All-Merciful

Praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of all Being;
the All-Compassionate, the All-Merciful;
the Master of the Day of Judgement.

Thee only we serve; and to Thee alone we pray
Jor succour.

Guide us in the straight path,
the path of those whom Thou hast blessed,
not of those against whom Thou art wrathful,
nor of those who are astray.

* * * * *

O' Allah! Send your blessings to the head of
your messengers and the last of
your prophets,
Muhammad and his pure and cleansed progeny.
Also send your blessings to all your
prophets and envoys.
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Benediction upon the Prophet (s)

The Holy Prophet replies to their question: “How can we
invoke blessings on you?”’” He replied:

Say:
O’ Allah! Send blessings on Muhammad
and the Household of Muhammad.

Ibn Dawud, as-Sunan, vol. 1, p. 224
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CAUTION

I — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of a/-Kdfi
"A group of our associated", quoting from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is4,
the Group here means the following five persons: -
1. Abi Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Yahyd al-‘Attdr al-Qummb,
2. *‘Alf ibn Miis3 ibn Ja‘far al-Kamandan;
3. Abu Sulayméan Dawud ibn Kawrah al-Qummy;
4. Abi ‘Alf Ahmad ibn Idris ibn Ahmad al-Ash‘ari al-Qummf; and
5. Abu 'l-Hasan ‘Al ibn Ibrdhim ibn Hashim al-Qummi.
II — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of al-Kafi
"A group of our associates", quoting from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid al-Barqi, the Group here means the following four persons:-
1. Abu 'l-Hasan ‘Alf ib Ibrdhim ibn Hashim al-Qummi;
2. Muhammad ibn ‘Abdilldh ibn Udhaynah;
3. Ahmad ibn ‘Abdilldh ibn Umayyah; and
4. *Ali ibn al-Husayn as-Sa‘d-Abadi.
IIT — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the the book of a/-Kafi
"A group of our associates", quoting from Sahl ibn Ziyad, the Group here
means the following four person:-
1. Abu 'l-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrdhim ibn Abdn ar-Rizj,
who is renowned with ‘Alldn al-Kulaynr,
2. Abu 'I-Husayn Muhammad ibn Abi1 ‘Abdilldh Ja‘far ibn Muhammad
ibn ‘Awn al-Asadi al-Kiiff, resident of Ray;
3. Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn Farriikh as-Saffar al-Qumm; and
4. Muhammad ibn ‘Aqil al-Kulayni.

IV — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of al-Kafi
"A Group of our associates", quoting from Ja‘far ibn Muhammad who
quoted from al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf ibn Faddal, one of them is, Abu ‘Abdilldh
al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Imrén ibn AbT Bakr al-Ash‘art al-Qummi.

* % * * %

XV
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LIST OF

Technical terms and special signs used in the Traditions

bt =yl
S
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*
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P Lgde/ale
AL Lagods/ogls

I

that is: "informed us" or "told us".
that is: "narrated to us".
that is: "related" or "reported to us".

that is: a narrator mentions the name/s of
persons/s from whom he narrated, but the
later narrator/s omit his/their names.

that is: "quoted from", signified by the signs
)

that is: quoting (a Tradition) from the
Prophet or Imdm without describing the

linking sources between the narrator and the
Prophet or Imam.

that is: starting of a new chain of narration.

that is: peace and blessing of Allih be
upon him (the Prophet) and his progeny
(p.b.uh.a.h.p.).

that is: peace be upon him/her (p.b.u.h.).

that is: peace be upon them (p.b.u.t.).

Xvi
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INTRODUCTION TO
THE SECOND VOLUME OF USUL AL-KAFI

Our infinite thanks are due to the Beneficient Alldh that after a painful
delay that took place in the translation and publication of an-other part of
Us)al from the book of al-Kdfi, now, by the Grace of the Almighty Allah,
this Organization has seriously decided to expedite the work of translation
and publication of the second volume of the book.

Though we lost the services of most of the scholarly group who
worked in the translation of the first volume, nevertheless, we have been
able — by the Help of the Almighty Alldh — to acquire valuable resources
with renewed scholarly control. This has given us the initiative for rapid
progress of the work.

The question of morality is one of the most important issues of the day.
Whenever forces of materialism indulge in excesses, the necessity to work
in the field of morality becomes more obvious and urgent. Materialism
leades to oppresion, humiliation, degradation of human character and
increases social insecurity. Fortunately, this second volume of Us)al al-
Kafi generally deals with morality and a part of it deals with supplication
and the Holy Qur'dn.

According to undeniable Hadithu 'th-Thaqalayn and most of the
indisputable narrations from the Shi‘ah and the Sunni that the Holy Qur'dn
and the Household of the Holy Prophet (4hlu 'I-Bayt), peace be upon them,
are the Two Inseparable Entities, each perfect in itself, reflecting the others.
Thus, it is necessary that we should hold fast to these Two Inseparable Ones
so that we remain safe from getting astray.

Xix
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This collection of al-Kdfi is the teachings of the Ahlu 'I-Bayt (‘a.s.),
and they should be thought along with the Holy Qur'dn for the quidance of
the ummah.

Finally, we implore upon Alldh to affect our work purely for His
pleasure, and to help us to complete this work, which we have started. May
Alldh guide us in this step which we have taken and in the future steps, for
He is the best Master and the best Helper.

World Organization for Islamic Services
(W.OFILS.)

17/3/1432
21/2/2011
Tehran — Iran.

XX
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USUL AL-KAFI

The Book of
BELIEF AND UNBELIEF
Chapter 1 to 22
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Chapter on
The Clay of the Believer and the Unbeliever

1452—1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim () his father (~) Hammad ibn ‘Is3 () Rib‘1
ibn ‘Abdillzh () a man that ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn (‘a.s.') said:

"Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, created the prophets from
the clay (at-tinah) of ‘illiyin: their hearts and their bodies?.. And created

l. ‘a.s. = ‘alayhi/ alayhd/ alayhimd or ‘alayhimu 's-salam [peace be upon him/her/both or
them].

2. at-Tinak:. Natural disposition; and ‘illiyyin: is the plural of the word %/, meaning
‘highest'. Thus, 7/iyyin means the highest places and most exalted in grades, the nearest
approach to divinity, where the records of the righteous ones are preserved. It is in contrast
to 'siyi [Qur., 83:7].
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the hearts of the believers from that clay, and He created the bodies of
the believers from what is beneath that. Then He created the unbelievers
from the clay of sijjin: their hearts and their bodies, and then he mixed
the two clay. Thus, from this [mixture] a believer begets an unbeliever
and an unbeliever begets a believer, and from here the believer is afflicted
with misdeed, and from here the unbeliever is blessed with good deeds.
Therefore, the hearts of the believers yearn for that from which they were
created, and the hearts of the unbelievers long for that from which they
were created 3"

3. i.e.: To which they show eagerness and desire.

4. The traditions (ahddith) on af-finah (clay) in this chapter and in some other similar

chapters create some questions, and especially for some individuals that sometime they

put forth this conception of compulsion (jabr) and lack of freedom of will. Therefore, it is
necessary to draw our attention to the following some points in this regard:

1. Being bound to demonstrate freedom of will and its positiveness, some individuals, due
to the environment, conditions, nature and moralities, are closer to the righteousness
and virtuousness. On the contrary, some others are closer to impurities and evils, this
is a clear fact that purport to most of the precious verses (of the Holy Qur’an) and
noble Traditions. Therefore, we reach this fact, according to the famous saying from
the infallible Imams, peace be upon them: "There is neither (complete) compulsion
(nor constraint) (on human beings), nor (complete) delegation (or freedom), but the
matter is midway between the two (extremes), [ 14 jabra wa 14 tafwid bal amrun bayna
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‘l-amrayn)." In between the two ways: 'compulsion' and 'freedom' which both ways are
misleading and void, there is middle way, and that is the only right way. The meaning
of some interpretations of the Traditions in the (related) chapter is the nearness of their
nature, and not compulsion and lack of freedom of will.

Meanwhile, it should be noted that Alldh, the Sublime, would reward someone, who
struggles to attain prosperity, according to the extent of efforts he/she makes, and
according to the inconveniencies he/she has tolerated in the cause of prosperity. (Afdalu
'J-a‘mal ahmazuhd = The most excellent of deeds is the most painful.) It is obvious that
this effort con-cerning someone whose conditions draw him nearer to corruption is
more difficult and harder than other person.

With reference to this middle way that ‘Allamah al-Majlist - may Allah sanctify his
secret! -- in his great commentary work on a/-Kaf7, entitled Mir’atu 'I-‘uqil, says, while
adducing to explain what has been narrated in these Traditions: "There is no any doubt
that the tendencies and capabilities of individuals are not equal. For example: The holy
Prophet (peace be upon him and his progeny) and Abui Jahl are not on one leve! of
tendency and capability, still these differences in tendencies do not cause compulsion
and negation of freedom of will."

Thus, it is interesting to see that this fact can be found in most of these Traditions
regarding 'nature' (af-{inah). For example, in the text of the first Tradition of this chapter,
where the differences of 'natural disposition' is discussed, it is concluded thus: "the
hearts of the believers yearn for that from which they were created.”" The word 'tahinnu’
which means 'yearn for' proclaims the fact that the heart of the believer yearns for
purity and goodness, but is not obliged. In another conclusion there is: "the heart of the
unbelievers long for that from which they were created”. Thus, it declares the tendency
of the unbelievers' heart, not its obligation. In the fourth Tradition of this chapter we
read: "Their (our Shi‘ahs') hearts yearn (tahwi) for us, because they are created from
that which we are created." Here by using the word 'tahw', also shows the tendency and
will. It declares the closeness of groups to goodness or evil, not compulsion.

Another point that should be taken in view in these Traditions is the past tense of the
verb (creation) and alike, where it has been used (in the Traditions), and not the present
and future tense that denotes the present and future. The said creation in the Traditions
belongs to the past and to the invisible world, not to this secular creation and this soil
and clay that are visible, which belongs to present time and future. It is obvious that this
mysterious world and this wonderful human cannot be content to what is visible only.
It is also important here to note this point that even in the unseen stages of this world,
according to the explicit statements of the Traditions freedom of will was in practice
and not compulsion. In some of the Traditions of this chapter as well as in some other
chapters, it is proclaimed that in the unseen world, the Divine Decree was issued for
souls to distinguish between the obedient and disobedient; By obedience of a group and
disobedience of others, some other groups were distinguished, even the disobedient
group requested for another chance for their rehabilitation and when they were granted,
they again disobeyed, and did not surrendered to Allah's decree.

The great scholar ‘Allamah al-MajlisT - may Allih have mercy upon him - in his
commentary on a/-Kdfi about one of the possible meanings of these Traditions, states:
"This is because their true bodies are the ones which are in the hidden part of their skins
and they manage these (apparent) bodies, and their racial bodies are, in fact, the bodies

5
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for their bodies." Tt means the true bodies of people are not these racial bodies of this
world, and these apparent racial bodies are, in fact, the bodies for those true hidden
bodies.

4. Regarding these Traditions another point that must be taken in view is the literal meaning
of the word 'at-finah' (clay) that has been used in these Traditions. The late *Allamah
al-MajlisT in his commentary (vol.7, p.2), according to the book of an-Nihdyah does not
count the meaning of af-finah as clay or soil, but: 'nature’ and 'inborn disposition.' He
narrates from an-Nihdyah an example and says: "It is said, 'Tayyanah ‘alayhi or jubila
‘alayhi, i.e., 'He has been created with natural disposition'; and it is said, 'Tanahu Allah
‘al@ {inatihi’ or 'Khalagahu ‘ala jibillatih?, i.e., 'Alldh has created him on his nature';
and the natural disposition of a man is his creation and nature". In this manner, he
interpretes the meaning of af-finah as 'individual's nature' and his special character.
Obviously, the characters are different, but they are in control and are not the cause of
compulsion.

5. Meanwhile, we must also point out to what has been mentioned in the Introduction,
when we started the work of translation of a/-Kaf, which stressed upon the fact that
belief and faith are based on a pillar which is much stronger than one or a couple of
Traditions that require many decisive evidences and/or rational reasons which are not
disputable.

6. In the end, we deem it necessary to announce that human's freedom of will and absence
of compulsion in his deed is a certain fact which, firstly: is understood by self evidence
of human wisdom; secondly: is the subject of many verses of the Holy Qur’an; thirdly:
there are numerous Traditions of the Holy Prophet and the Infallible Imadms, peace be
upon him and his progeny, in that regard; and, fourthly: all commands and interdictions
of the shari‘ah and its entire promises and warnings point to the freedom of will of
mankind. Without the existence and certainty of freedom of will, the command and
interdiction as well as the promise or warning has no any meaning. Therefore, the
question of 'freedom of will' is not something that one, by refering to some special
Traditions, can hurt it, but rather, in such cases, it is required to correct our perception
from that Tradition, or sometimes do not comment on them; and according to the
interpretation of some Traditions, we should leave their knowledge at the discretion of
our great religious leaders.
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14532, Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Muhammad ibn al-Hasan (--) an-
Nadr ibn Shu‘ayb (+) ‘Abdu 'l-Ghaffar al-Jazi * that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.)
said:

"Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, created the believer from
the clay of the Garden and created the unbeliever from the clay of the
Fire." Also, he [ ‘a.s.] said: "If Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
wishes good for His servant, He sweetens, both, his soul and body, so that
he [may] recognizes the good, as soon as he hears of it and ignores the
abominable, as soon as he hears of it." He [the narrator] said: "I heard him
[‘a.s.] also say: 'There are three [kinds of] clay: The prophets' clay and
the believers, are from that [same] clay, except that the prophets' clay is
the best, they are the roots, and their superiority is preserved, while the
believers are the branches of a sticking clay. Therefore, Alldh, to Whom
belong Mighty and Majesty, does not differentiate between the prophets and
their partisans.' And he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The clay of the Nasibi is from a a
rotten black mud (hamdin masnuin), while the weak ones (al-mustad ‘afin)
are from soil, that will not turn away the believer from his belief, nor the
Naisibi from his hostility, and there is Alldh's Will in them.""

14543, ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Ibn Mahbiib that Silik ibn
Sahl said:

5. In other copies: al-Harithi.

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAFI/ Belief and UnBelief Ch. 1 /Y-t Ay oy / p
b Jay % DGl ook O e 0% 2l 8 D Gy 2B
Tl s 115 e 2 D0 900
Md‘u‘&a%‘u‘v‘%*ﬁ‘d“‘f&%éz FAZE ey oo
J,,u ”Utw‘)udunfxdtu;ywdm Hs )6
&wauwwb«}l;}uxlf&"xw&;?wd}
gy\gpw(gu{suwuﬂ uﬁsg,zj;gj,ﬁjﬂéa,i&‘;;j\ﬁ
€5 I B8 D u,-l»\» A3t Ly ode ¢J JNt g m NP
A5 053 S ety L gdls & e )8 31 o n G332 3
SR A 3 6 F L0 6 L Y 1 il

* %k ok ok ok

"I said to Abl ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) 'May I be made your ransom! From
what did Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, created the clay of
the believer?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'From the clay of the prophets; thus it would
never be tainted ¢ (spiritually).'"

1455-4. Muhammad ibn Yahya and others (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad
and others (-) Muhammad ibn Khalaf that Abii Nahshal said: Muhammad
ibn Ismi‘1l narrated to me that Aba Hamzah ath-Thumali said: I heard Aba
Ja‘far (‘a.s.) saying:

"Alladh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, created us from the
uppermost part of ‘illiyin, and He created the hearts of our partisans
(Shi‘ahs) from that, from which He created us. And He created their bodies
from what is beneath that. Their hearts yearn (tahwi) for us, because they
are created from that which we are created." Then he [ ‘a.s.] recited this
verse: "No indeed; the Book of the pious is in ‘illiyyin, and what shall
teach thee what is ‘illiyyin? A book inscribed, witnessed by those brought
nigh; (Qur., 83:18-21); and [said]: He created our enemies from sijjin and
created the hearts of their partisans from that which He created them from;
and their bodies from what is lower than that. And their hearts yearn for
them, because they are created from what they are created from." Then he
[‘a.s.] recited this verse: No indeed; the Book of the libertines [al-fujjar] is

6. i.e.: With the taint of polytheism and disbelief.
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in sijjin, and what shall teach thee what is sijjin? A book inscribed. Woe
that day unto those who cry it lies; (Qur., 83:7-10).""

1456-5. A group of our associates (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad and other, more
than one (—) al-Husayn ibn al-Hasan, both of them (~) Muhammad ibn
Uramah (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Alf (-) Ismi‘il ibn Yasir that ‘Uthmdn ibn
Yusufsaid: ‘Abdulldh ibn Kaysan informed me from Abi ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.).
He [‘Abdulldh ibn Kaysan] said:

"I said to him [ ‘a.s.]: 'May I be made your ransom! [ am your [obedient]
servant ‘Abdullih ibn Kaysdn.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'As for the lineage, | know
it, but I do not know you.'" He said: "I said to him: 'I was born on the moun-
tain and brought up in Persia. I mix with people in commerce and other
transactions. So, sometimes I associate with a man and I see him to have
good manner (husnu 's-samt)’, good moral character and very trustable.
When 1 inquire about him, I find out that he is an enemy of you. Then I
associate with another man and I find that he has bad moral character, lack
of trust and meanness. When I inquire about him, I find out that he is [the
follower] of your mastership [wildyah]. How is that?'

"Then he [ ‘a.s.] said to me: 'O Ibn Kaysan! Don't you know that Alldh,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, took a clay from the Garden and a clay

7. as-Samt: Society of good people.
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from the Fire and mixed them together. Then He extracted this [clay] from
that, and [extracted] that from this. So, what you saw of trustworthiness,
goodness of the moral character and good manner in those [i.e., our
adversaries], is of what had touched them from the clay of the Garden [before
they were separated from each other]. However, they will return to what they
were created from. And what you saw from those of lack of trust, bad moral
character and meanness is of what had touched them from the clay of the
Fire. Hence, they will too return to what they were created from.""

1457-6. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Muhammad ibn Khalid that Silih ibn Sahl said:

"I said to Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.): 'Are the believers from the clay of the
prophets?' He said: "Yes.'"

1458-7. ‘Ali ibn Muhammad () Salih ibn Abi Hammad (-) al-
Husayn ibn Yazid® (-) al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf ibn Abi Hamzah (-) Ibrdhim that
Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"When Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, decided to create
Adam (‘a.s.), He sent Jibril, on the first hour of Friday; so he grasped with
his right hand, a seizure of the distance from the seventh heaven to the
lower ones, and took, from each heaven, a portion of clay; and he grasped

8. In other copies it is al-Husayn ibn Zayd.
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another seizure from the highest [part of the] seventh earth to the lowest
[part of the] seventh earth.

"Then Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, ordered His Word
(Jibril) to grasp the first seizure with his right hand and the second seizure
with his left hand. Then He split the clay into two halves, and He sprinkled
from the earth a sprinkling, and from the heavens a sprinkling, and said
to the one on His right hand: 'From you will come out the messengers,
the prophets, the trustees, the righteous, the believers, the prosperous ones,
and for whom I wish honour.' So, they were granted what He said as He
said. And He said to the one on His left hand: 'From you will come out
the tyrants, the polytheists, the unbelievers, the false deities, and for whom
I wish disgrace and misfortune.' So they were granted what He said as
He said. Then the two clay were mixed together; and this is the Word of
Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: Indeed Allah is the splitter of
the grain and the pit, (Qur., 6:95). So, the grain is the clay of the believers,
which Allah has inspired His love on it; and the pit is the clay of the
unbelievers, who are far away from every good. And it (the pit) has been
named an-nawd (lit. 'that which is remote or distant’) because it is kept
away from every good and stays away from it. Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, said: He brings forth the living from the dead and He
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brings forth the dead from the living; (Qur., ibid.). So, the living is the
believer whose clay emanates from the clay of the unbeliever; and the dead
is the unbeliever who emanates from the believer's clay. Thus, the living
is the believer and the dead is the unbeliever, and that is His, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty's Word: Why is he who was dead, and We gave
him life, . . . (Qur,, 6:122). So, his death was the mixing of his clay with the
clay of the unbeliever, and his life was at the time when Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, separated them by His Word. Thus, Allah, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty, brings forth the believer, [at the time]
of his birth, after being in darkness, to the light; and He brings forth the
unbeliever from the light to the darkness, after being in it. and that is His
Word, to Whom belong Mighty and Majesty: So that anyone who is alive
may be warned, and that the word may come due against the faithless;
(Qur,, 36:70)."
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-2
Another Chapter
From the Above Containing
A Supplement for the First Commandments

1459-1. Abi ‘All al-Ash*ari and Muhammad ibn Yahy () Muhammad
ibn Ismd‘1l (-) ‘Alf ibn al-Hakam (—) Aban ibn ‘Uthmin () Zurarah that
Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Had people known how the creation began no two persons would
have differed [with each other on religious matter]. Surely Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, before creating the creation said: 'Be sweet
water so that [ create from you My Garden and those who obey Me; and
be bitter, salty water so that I create from you My Fire and those who
disobey Me.' Then He ordered them both to mix together, since then the
believer started giving birth to the unbeliever and the unbeliever giving
birth to the believer. Then He took a portion of clay from the surface of
the earth and rubbed it strongly, so they began to creep like specks, and
He said to the People of the Right Hand: '(Go) to the Garden with peace!’
and said to the People of the Left Hand: '(Go) to the Fire and I don't
care.' Then He ordered a fire to be kindled and said to the People of the

13
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Left Hand: 'Enter it,’ but they were afraid of it; then He said to the People
of the Right Hand: 'Enter it!' and they entered. Then He said: 'Be cool and
safe!' So, it became cool and safe. Then the People of the Left Hand said:
'O Lord! Forgive us our slip,' He said: 'l have forgiven your slip, so enter
it.' They went to it, but they were [again] afraid. Thereupon, the obedience
and the disobedience were confirmed. So, neither these [obedients] can be
like those [disobedients] nor those [can be like] these."

1460-2. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father () Ibn Ab1 ‘Umayr (-) Ibn
Udhaynah (—) Zurdrah that a man asked Abiu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) about the Word
of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: When your Lord took from
the Children of Adam, from their loins, their descendants and made them
bear witness over themselves, [He said to them]: "dm I not your Lord?"
They said: "Yes indeed! We bear witness." . . . (Qur., 7:172). Then he (‘a.s.)
said — and his father was listening:

"My father related to me that Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
grasped a handful of clay from the earth out of which He created Adam
(‘a.s.) and poured on it a sweet refreshing water, then He left it for forty
consecutive days, after which He poured on it a bitter salty water and left it
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for another forty days. So, when the clay fermented He took it and rubbed
it firmly so they emerged like specks from His Right and Left Hand, and
He ordered them all to fall in the Fire. So, the People of the Right Hand
entered and it turned cool and safe for them, but the People of the Left
Hand refused to enter it."

1461-3. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
ADbT Nasr (—) Abdn ibn ‘Uthmin (~) Muhammad ibn ‘All al-Halabi that
Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"When Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, desired to create
Adam, He sent water on the clay, then He grasped a handful of it and
rubbed it. Then He divided it into two halves with His hand. He then
scattered them, so they began to crawl. After that He raised for them a Fire
and ordered the People of the Left Hand to enter it, they went towards it but
they were afraid of it and they did not enter it. Then He ordered the People
of the Right Hand to enter it, so they went and entered it. Thereupon, Allah,
to Whom belong Majesty and Might, ordered the Fire and it was cool and
safe for them. So, when the People of the Left Hand saw that they said: 'O
our Lord! Forgive us our slip,' so He forgave them. Then He said to them:
'Enter it,’ so they went towards it and stood before it but did not enter it.
He then tumed them (all) into clay, and out of it He created Adam ( ‘a.s.)."
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Then Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: "So, neither these [obedients} can be like
those [disobedients] nor those can be like these."

He (‘as.) said: "Thus they (A4hlu I-Bayt, ‘a.s.) believe that the
Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.') was the first person to enter that fire,
according to His, to Whom belong Majesty and Might's Word: Say, 'If the
All-Beneficient had a son, I would have been the first to worship [him]’
(Qur., 44:81)."

-3-
Another Chapter
From the Above

1462-1. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad () ‘Ali ibn
al-Hakam (—) Dawud al-‘IjlT (=) Zurarah () Humrin that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.)
said:

9. s.a.‘awa. = salla Alldh ‘alayhi wa dlih [the blessing of Allah be upon him and his
progeny].
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"Surely, when Allah, the Blessed, the Sublime, created the creation, He
[first] created sweet water and bitter salty water. Then He mixed [these] two
water together. After that He took some clay from the surface of the earth
and rubbed it firmly; then He said to the People of the Right Hand, who
were like specks crawling: 'To the Garden with peace.' And He said to the
People of the Left Hand: "To the Hell and I don't care.' Then He said: ‘Am [
not your Lord?' They said, 'Yes, indeed! We bear witness.’ [This,] lest you
should say on the Day of Resurrection, ‘Indeed we were unaware of this,’
(Qur., 7:172). Then He took a compact with the Prophets and said: 'Am
I not your Lord and that this Muhammad is My Messenger and that this
‘All is the Commander of the Believers?' They said: 'Yes, indeed.’ So their
prophethood were confirmed; and He took compact with the Ulu 'I- ‘Azm
[of the Apostles] that | am your Lord and Muhammad is my Messenger,
and ‘Alf is the Commander of the Believers; and the successors after him
are the Masters of My affairs and the treasurers of My knowledge, and
that al-Mahd1 will defend my Religion, make manifest My Power, take
revenge from My enemies and through him I will be worshipped willingly
or unwillingly. They said: 'O Lord! We have confessed and witnessed.' But
Adam neither denied nor confessed. Thus, the resolution was confirmed
for those five (Apostles) concerning al-Mahdi. But there was no any
resoluteness in Adam to acknowledge it, as per His, to Whom belong
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Might and Majesty's Word: Certainly We had enjoined Adam earlier; but
he forgot, and We did not find any resoluteness in him (Qur., 20:115)."
He [ ‘a.s.] said: "Here the word forgot means 'he gave up'. So He ordered
a fire to be kindled and said to the People of the Left Hand: 'Enter it,'
but they were afraid of it. Then he said to the People of the Right Hand:
'Enter it,' and they entered it, and it was cool and safe for them. Thereupon,
the People of the Left Hand said: 'O Lord! Forgive us our slip.' He then
said: 'I have forgiven you your slip, so, go and enter it', but they were
[again] afraid of it. Thereupon obedience and guardianship [wildyah] and
disobedience were confirmed."

1463-2. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad* and ‘Al
ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) al-Hasan ibn Mahbib (~) Hishdm ibn Salim
that Habib as-SajistanT said:

"I heard Abii Ja‘far ( ‘a.s.) saying: 'Surely, when Allgh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, brought forth the offspring of Adam (‘a.s.) from his
back so that He may take compact with them for His Own Lordship and
for the Prophet-hood of every prophet, the first person concerning whose
Prophet-hood He took compact with the prophets was Muhammad ibn
‘Abdilldh (s.a. ‘aw.a.). Then, Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
said to Adam: “Look, what do you see?"'

"He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Then Adam (‘a.s.) looked at his offspring, and they
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were specks who filled up the sky. Thereupon, Adam ( ‘a.s.) said: "O Lord!
What a lot of offspring do I have? For what purpose you have created them,
and what do you want from them by taking compact with them?" Allah, to
Whom belong Mighty and Majesty, said: "They may worship Me without
associating anything with me; and to believe in My Messengers and follow
them." Adam (‘a.s.) said: "O Lord! Why do I see some of the specks bigger
than the others, and some of them have a lot of light, while some of them
have a little light; and some of them have no light [at all]?" Then Allah, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty, said: "Thus, I have created them as such
in order to try them, in all their conditions."

"'Adam (‘a.s.) said: "O Lord! If you allow me to speak, then I will
speak?" Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, said: "Speak, for your
soul is from My spirit, and your nature is different from My being." Adam
said: "O Lord! Had you created all of them alike and of one measure,
possessing one peculiarity, one nature, one colour, one duration of life
and one level of provision, then none of them would have oppressed the
others, and there would not have been between them mutual envy, nor
hatred, nor any disagreement in anything whatsoever." Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, said: "O Adam! Through My spirit you have
uttered, and due to the weakness of your nature you have concerned
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yourself with what you have no knowledge of, while I am the Creator,
the Knower. By My Knowledge I made dissimilarity in their creation, and
by My Will My decree is accomplished in them; and they proceed towards
My plan and decree. There is no alteration in My creation. Indeed, I have
created the jinn and the men in order to worship Me, and I have created the
Garden for those who obey me and worship Me and follow My messengers,
and I don't care. Also, I created the Fire for those who disbelieve in Me and
disobey Me; and they do not follow my messengers; and I don't care. 1
created you and created your offspring without any need of you and them,
but I created you and them in order to try you and them as who among you
is the best in deed in this world, during your lifetime and before your death.

"""t is for this reason that I have created this World and the Hereafter,
life and death, obedience and disobedience, the Garden and the Fire.
Likewise, I determined — in My management and predestination, and
through My effective knowledge in them — to make dissimilarity in their
features, their bodies, their colours, their life-spans, their provisions,
their obedience and their disobedience. Then, I created among them, a
wretched and a felicitous; with an eyesight and a blind; a short and a tall,
handsome and ugly; learned and ignorant; rich and poor; obedient and
disobedient; healthy and sick; paralytic and malady. So, when a healthy
(person) looks at the one with malady he thanks Me for his health; then
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the one with malady looks at a healthy one, he asks and prays to Me to
grant him (good) health; and he remains patient with My trial that I may
grant him abundant of rewards. Also, when a rich (person) looks at a poor,
he praises Me and thanks Me; and when a poor looks at a rich, he prays to
Me and requests Me. When a believer looks at an unbeliever, he praises
Me because I guided him, that is why I created them, in order to try them
in happiness and hardship, in (good) health and affliction; in what I grant
them and in what I abstain from them. Hence, I am Alldh, the Omnipotent
King. So, I have the right to execute all what I have decreed according to
My arrangement, or to alter from that what I wish to, as far as I wish to,
or to advance what I had postponed from that, and to postpone what I had
advanced. So, I am Alldh, the Accomplisher of what I desire. None can
question Me what I do, rather I question My creation as to what they do."'"

1464-3. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Muhammad ibn al-Husayn (-)
Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l () Salih ibn ‘Ugbah (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn Muhammad
al-Ju‘fi and ‘Uqgbabh, both of them, that Abt Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Surely, Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, created the
creation, and created whom He loved from what He loved. Those whom
He loved were created out of the clay of the Garden, and He created whom
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He hated from what He hated; and what He hated of their creation was
from the clay of the Fire. Then He sent them under the shade [az-zilal]."

"I [the narrator] said: 'What is az-zi/a/?' He said: 'Don't you see your
shade under the sun is something but [in fact] is nothing. Then He sent,
amongst them, the Prophets, who called them to the confession [of the
existence] of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty; and it is His,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty's Word,: If thou askest them, 'Who
created you?' they will surely say, 'Allah.’ (Qur., 43:87). Then He called
them to the confession of the prophet-hood of the Prophets; so, some of
them confessed and some denied. Then He called them to our mastership
[wildyah] to which, by Allah, only those whom He loved confessed, while
those whom He hated denied it; and that is [the meaning of] His Word: . . .
they were not the ones to believe in what they had denied (it) earlier . . .
(Qur, 7:101).'

"Then Abi Ja‘far ( ‘a.s.) said: 'Hence the denial was there.'"
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Chapter on
That the Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.) was the First
Who Answered and Testified to the Lordship of Allih,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty

1465—-1. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Hasan ibn Mahbib (-) Silih ibn Sahl () Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) that some
of the Quraysh said to the Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.):

"What made you precede [in rank all] the prophets while you were sent
as their last of them and as their seal?” Then he [the Holy Prophet] said: "1
was the first to believe in my Lord and the first to respond when Allah took
compact with the prophets and made them bear witness over themselves:
'Am I not your Lord?' Thus, I was the first prophet to say: 'Yes, indeed.’ So,
I surpassed them in the confession {of the existence] of Allah, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty."

1466—2. Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Muhammad ibn Khalid (-) one of
our co-sectarians, that ‘Abdullih ibn Sindn said:

"I said to Abi ‘Abdillzh ( ‘a.s.): 'May I be made your ransom! I see some
of our co-scctarians afflicted with lightheadedness, wrath and frivolity. So,
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I grieve by that with severe grief. And {on the contrary] I see those who
oppose us [non-Shi‘ah] with husnu 's-samt [good way].' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Do
not say husnu 's-samt since as-samt is a way, rather say "with good mark"
[husnu 's-simd’], because Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, says:
Their mark is on their faces, the trace of prostration,' (Qur., 48:29)."

He [the narrator]| said: "I said: 'So I see him to have a good mark and
possessing dignity; so I grieve by that.' He [ ‘a.s.]: said 'Do. not grieve by
what you see of frivolity in your companions and what you see of good
mark in your adversaries. When Alldh, the Blessed, the Sublime, wanted
to create Adam He created those two clay, then He split them into two
halves. He said to the People of the Right Hand: 'Be a creation with My
permission,' and they became a creation running like specks. Then He
said to the People of the Left Hand: 'Be a creation, with My permission'
and they became a creation moving like specks. Then He kindled a fire
for them and said: 'Enter it with My permission.' The first to enter it was
Muhammad (s5.a. ‘a.w.a.), and then he was followed by Ulu /- ‘Azm of the
Apostles, their trustees and followers. Then He said to the People of the
Left Hand: 'Enter it, with My permission.' But they said: "Our Lord! Did
you create us to burn us?* So, they disobeyed. Then He said to the People
of the Right Hand: 'Come out from the Fire, with My permission.' [They
came out] without the Fire injuring them or leaving any effect on them.
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 When the People of the Left Hand saw them, they said: 'Our Lord! We see
that our companions are safe, forgive us our slip and order us to enter.' He
said: 'T have forgiven you, so enter it.' However when they got near it and
got affected by the heat, they returned and said: 'O our Lord! We cannot
endure the burning,' so they disobeyed. Then He ordered them three times
to enter it, but every time they disobeyed and returned. Then He ordered
the other, three times, [to enter], every time they obeyed and came out of
it f[unharmed]. So, He said to them: ‘Be clay, by My permission.' Then out
of it He created Adam.

"Then He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Whoever is from those cannot be from these and
whoever is from these cannot be from those. So, what you noticed in your
companions of frivolity and their behaviour, is what they were afflicted
with as a stain from the People of the Left Hand and what you have noticed
in your adversaries of good mark and dignity, is what they were touched
with from the People of the Right Hand.""

1467-3. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-) Muhammad ibn al-Husayn (-) ‘Al
ibn Ism& ‘Tl (—) Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l (—) Su‘dédn ibn Muslim (-) Silih ibn
Sahl that Abi ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (s.a.‘aw.a.) was asked: 'What made you
precede the Children of Adam?' He said: 'I was the first to acknowledge my
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Lord. Indeed Alldh took a compact with the Prophets and made them bear
witness over themselves: "Am I not your Lord?" They said: "Yes indeed."
Then I was the first to answer."

—5—
Chapter on
How did They Answer While They were Specks?

1468-1. ‘Al1 ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father () Ibn Ab1 ‘Umayr (-) one of
our co-sectarians that Abi Basir said:

"I said to Abai ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.): 'How did they answer while they were
specks?' He said: 'He created [such power] in them that if He asked them,
they answer; that is, concerning the compact.'"
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Chapter on
Natural Disposition on the Divine Unity

1469-1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father () Ibn AbT ‘Umayr (-) Hishim
ibn Silim that he asked Abd ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) [about this verse]: The
origination of Alldgh upon which He originated mankind (Qur., 30:30). He
[a.s.] said: "The Divine Unity (at-tawhid)."

1470-2. ‘Al ibn Ibrdhim (~) Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-) Yinus (<)
‘Abdulldh ibn Sinin (-) Aba ‘Abdilldh ( ‘a.s.) that he [ Abdullzh ibn Sinin]
said: I asked him [ ‘a.s.] about the Word of Allah, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty: The origination of Alldh upon which He originated mankind,
(Qur., 30:30):

"What is that (natural) disposition [fitrah]? He [ ‘a.s.] said: "It (fitrah) is
Isldm that Allah originated them on (as a natural disposition) when He took
their compact on Divine Unity (at-fawhid). He said: ‘Am I not your Lord?’
(Qur, 7:172). And in that they [became], the believer and the unbeliever.'"

1471-3. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn
Mahbiib (-) ‘Alf ibn Ridb that Zurdrah said:

"I asked Abi ‘Abdilldh about the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong
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Might and Majesty: The origination of Alléh upon which He originated
mankind (ibid.). He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'He brought them forth altogether upon the
Divine Unity (ar-Tawhid).""

1472-4. *All ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (=) Ibn AbT ‘Umayr (-) Ibn
Udhaynah (-} Zurarah (-) Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.):

He [Zurarah] said: "I asked him [ ‘a.s.} about the Word of Alldh, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty: as true believers (hunafa’y in Alldh not
ascribing partners to Him, (Qur.,22:31). He [ ‘a.s.] said: ' The True Religion
(al-hanifiyyah) is from the natural disposition which Alldh [s.w.."] created
mankind for it — there is no change in the creation of Alldh.' He [ ‘a.s.] said:
'He created them with the realization of it.'"

Zurdrah said: "I also asked him about the Word of Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty: And when thy Lord took from the Children of
Adam, from their loins, their descendants and made them bear witness
over themselves: 'Am I not your Lord?’' They said, 'Yes indeed! We bear
witness.' (Qur., 7:172) He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'From the loins of Adam came out
his descendants to the Day of Judgement, and they came out like specks.
Then He introduced and showed Himself to them. Had He not done so
nobody would have known His Lord.' Also, he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The Messenger

10. " s.w.t. = subhdnahu wa ta‘ald [Glorified be He and High Exalted]. (1)
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of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) said: "Every infant is born on the natural constitution,
that is, with this knowledge that Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
is his/her Creator. Thus, it is His Word: And if you ask them, 'Who created
the heavens and the earth?’ they will surely say, 'AllGh."" (Qur., 31:25).
1473--5. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (=) Ibn Faddal (-) [Ibn] Abi
Jamilah (—) Muhammad [tbn “Ali] al-Halabi that Aba ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.)
said about the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: The
origination of Allah upon which He originated mankind (Qur., 30:30).
"He originated them upon the Divine Unity (at-Tawhid)."
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Chapter on
The Existence of the Believer in the
Loins of the Unbeliever

1474-1. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (—) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Hasan ibn ‘AlT al-Washsh4’ that ‘AlT ibn Maysarah said:

"Abu ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: 'Indeed a sperm of the belicver may be
placed in the loins of the polytheist and no evil will affect it; even when it
comes into the womb of the female polytheist; no evil will affect it; until
she gives birth to him/her; again no evil will affect him/her until the decree
is enforced upon him/her."

1475-2. ‘Ali ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (-) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) ‘Ali ibn
Yaqtin (—) Abu 'l Hasan Misa (‘a.s.) that he [*All ibn Yaqtin] said:

"I said to him [Abu 'l-Hasan Miisj, ‘a.s.]: 'l worry about the curse of Ab
‘Abdillah on Yaqtin and his children.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'O Abu 'l-Hasan! It

. is not what you think to be. Rather, the believer may be within the loins of
the unbeliever, like the pebble within the brick; the rain comes and washes
the brick and nothing harms the pebble at all.'
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Chapter on
When Alldh, to Whom Belong Might and Majesty,
Intends to Create the Believer

1476-1. Muhammad ibn Yahy3d (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Ibn Faddal (—) Ibrdhim ibn Muslim al Hulwéni () Abt Ismd‘1l as-Sayqal
ar-Réz1 that Abd ‘Abdillah said:

"Surely, there is a tree in the Garden called al-Muzn. When Alldh desires
to create a believer, He drips out of it a drop that if it falls on a vegetable or
a fruit, and no believer or an unbeliever eats from that,except that Allah, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty, creates from his loins a believer.”

—9_
Chapter on
That the Baptism (as-Sibghah) is Islam

1477-1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father* and Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad, both of them (-) Ibn Mahbiib (—) ‘Abdullidh ibn

3
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Sindn that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said about the Word of Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty: The baptism of Allah, and who baptizes better
than Allah? (Qur., 2:138).: "Isldm."

"He [ ‘a.s.], also, said about His, to Whom belong Might and Majesty's
Word: . .. has held fast to the firmest handle . . .; (Qur., 2:256): 'It is the
belief in Alldh alone Who has no partner or equal to Him.""

1478-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (—) Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr () Dawiid ibn Sirhdn (—) ‘Abdulldh ibn Farqad
(~) Humrén that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said about the Word of Alldh, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty: The baptism of Allah, and who baptizes
better than Alldh?: "The baptism is Islam."

1479-3. Humayd ibn Ziyid (—) al-Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Sama‘ah
(-) more than one [narrator} (—) Abdn (~) Muhammad ibn Muslim that one
of them (‘a.s.), said about the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty: The baptism of AllGh, and who baptizes better than Allah?:

"The baptism is Isldim." He [‘a.s.] also said about His, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty's Word,: So one who disavows the Rebels
[at-Taghlt] and has faith in AllGh has held fast to the firmest handle |al-
‘urwatu 'l-wuthqd] . . .; (Qur., 2:256). He [ ‘a.s.] said: "That is the al-imdn
[Faith or Belief]"
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Chapter on
That as-Sakinah is the Faith

1480—-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa
(-) ‘All ibn al-Hakam (-) Abi Hamzah (-) Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.), that he
[Abd Hamzah] said: I asked him [ ‘a.s.] about the Word of Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty: He Who sent down composure [as-sakinah] into
the hearts of the believers; (Qur., 48:4). He [ ‘a.s.] said:

"That is Faith [a/-iman]." He [Abu Hamzah] said: "Then I asked him
[‘a.s.] about the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty:
. . . and strengthened them with a spirit from Him,; (Qur., 58:22). He [ ‘a.s.]
said: 'That is Faith.'"

1481-2. From him [Muhammad ibn Yahy3] (—) Ahmad (-) Safwan (-)
Abén that Fudayl said:

"I said to Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.)} [about the verse]: [For] such, He has
written faith into their hearts; (Qur., 58:22). 'Do they have access to what
has been written into their hearts?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'No.""
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1482-3. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn Khalid () Ibn Mahbtb (-) al-‘Ala’ () Muhammad ibn Muslim that
Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"as-Sakinah is Faith."

1483—4. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim () his father (-) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Hafs ibn
al-Bakhtari and Hishdm ibn Sélim and others that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.)
said about the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: 1 is
He Who sent down composure {as-sakinah] into the hearts of the believers;
(Qur,, 48:4): "That is Faith."

1484-5. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (—) Muhammad ibn ‘Isd ibn ‘Ubayd (-) Yiinus
that Jamil said:

"I asked Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) about His, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty's Word: It is He Who sent down composure [as-sakinah] into the
hearts of the believers; (Qur., 48:4): He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'That is Faith." Then
he [Jamil] said: "I said [about the verse]: . . . and strengthened them with
a spirit from Him; (Qur., 58:22). He said: 'That is Faith.' And [what about]
His Word: . . . and made them abide by the Word of God-wariness, . . .;
(Qur, 48:26). He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'That is Faith'"
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Chapter on
Devotion

1485-1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim (~) Muhammad ibn ‘Isd (-) Yinus (-)
‘Abdulldh ibn Muskén that Aba ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said, about the Word of
Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: . . . upright in faith, a Muslim,
(Qur.,, 3:67):

"[That is] pure and devoted, bearing no trace of idols worship."

1486-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn AbT ‘Abdilldh (-)
his father (rafa ‘ahu) to Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) that he said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (s.a.‘a.w.a.) said: 'O people! Surely, there
is Alldh and the Satan; the truth and the falsehood; the guidance and the
error; maturity and transgression; the present life and the hereafter and the
fate; the good deeds and the misdeeds. So whatever are from good they are
for Allah and whatever are from evil they are for Satan, may Allah curse
him!""

1487-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) ‘Al
ibn Asbit (=) Abu'l-Hasan ar-Ridd (‘a.s.) that Amiru 'l-Mu’minin, the
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blessings of Alldh be upon him, used to say:

"Blessed is he who devotes his worship and prayer to Alldh [only]; and
he does not busy his heart with what his eyes see; and he does not forget
Allah's remembrance because of what his ears hear; and his heart does not
sadden by what others have been granted."

1488—4. ‘A1 ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (-) al-Q&sim ibn Muhammad ()
al- Minqari (—) Sufyén ibn ‘Uyaynah that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said about
the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: . . . that He may
try you which of you is best in deeds; (Qur., 67:2):

"It (best in_deeds) does not mean 'more deeds', but 'righteous deeds'
because righteousness is the fear of Alldh, and true and good intention."
Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: "To persevere in a work [ ‘amal] until it purifies, is
more difficult than the work itself; pure work is that for which you do
not need anyone to praise you except Alldh, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty. So, intention is better than action, indeed intention is action
[itself]." Then he [ ‘a.s.] recited His, to Whom belong Might and Majesty's
Word: "Say: ‘Every one works according to his own manner;’ (Qur., 17:84)
that is 'on his own intention"."

36

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAF1/ Belief and UnBelief Ch. 11 /vy ooy Ay oLeyr / pish

1JB G2y 1iEy o/ £AY
Lg.d\‘,_.l...Jlg_',.lih Juév.l.,qmm‘u, dwby,,,uuw,,u;ah
‘J"”L‘J']‘-’L‘ﬁ-’wJtJ}‘:‘“‘*’l’J{JJ\’“}“J’t“"w‘b“‘Ju‘L
Y sl i Sl g A8
NHE A R SRS <o T PRSP SN I RTIFLY
55 dh 553 32 T 106 5 L Gangl iy 5 D otey 2 st

]

4,&3-\ 26 Waslysy Wagls saais t.ffd\gj;)j-;iﬁ\ S.’u) \M Ly ;,ij;
dd;;rfjuﬁwviu‘}adlb.u\d.diu\}%(muLﬁdh., 4 L}
dn e iy S8 Yk Colo o W €Al o i) Uy GL.i‘
S E“%ﬁﬁ)“&‘ﬁf’%ﬁvﬁjﬁf};

X ok ok k%

1489-5. By the same chain of transmission, he [Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah] said:

"l asked him about the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty: except for him who comes to Allah with a pure heart, (Qur., 26:89).
He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The pure heart is that which meets its Lord and there is none
in it except He [s.w..].' He [ ‘a.s.] continued: 'And in any heart in which there
is shirk [polytheism] or doubt, that is null; On the contrary, they [the Apostles
of Allah] chose asceticism so as to free their hearts for the hereafter.'"

1490-6. By the same chain of transmission (—) Sufyén ibn ‘Uyaynah
(-) as-Suddf that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"No slave [of Allah] has purified his belief to Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, for forty days;" — or he [‘a.s.] said: "No slave [of
Allah] has adorned the remembrance of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, for forty days but Alldh made him renounce the pleasures in this
life and made him see its malady and its remedy. So, He established wisdom
in his heart and made his tongue utter by it." Then he [ ‘a.s.] recited [this
verse]: Surely those who took to themselves the calf — anger shall overtake
them from their Lord, and abasement in this present life; so We recompense
those who are forgers; (Qur., 7:152). "So, you will never see an innovator
but he is abased, and fabricates a lie against Alldh, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty, His Messenger (s.a. ‘a. w.a.) and his Household (‘a.s.) but he
is (too) abased."
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Chapter on
The Revealed Laws

1491-1. ‘All ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Abi Nasr* and a group of our co-sectarians () Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn Khilid (-) Ibrdhim ibn Muhammad ath-Thaqafi (-) Muhammad ibn
Marwin, both of them (-) Abédn ibn ‘Uthmén, someone whose name he
mentioned that Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"AllZh, the Blessed, the Sublime, gave Muhammad (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) the
revealed laws [shardi ‘] of Niih, Ibrihim, Mis3 and ‘Is3 (‘a.s.); [and they
were]: the Unity of Alldh (ar-tawhid), devotion (al-ikhlds), renouncing
equals [to Alldh] and the natural disposition [al-fitrah] of the true and
tolerant religion [i.e., Islam], without monasticism or as-siydhah'' in which
He made lawful all the good things and forbade all the vicious things and
relieved them [people] of their burdens and the shackles that were upon
them. Then He decreed upon him the prayer (as-salar), the alms-giving
(az-zakat), the fasting (as-siyam), the pilgrimage (al-hajj), the bidding of
what is right and forbidding what is wrong (al-amr bi 'l-ma ‘riif wa 'n-nahy

11. ie.: Journeying through the land for the purpose of devoting oneself to religious
services. {(ed.)
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‘ani '-munkar); what is lawful and what is unlawful; the inheritance (a/-
mawarith), the religious sanctions (al-hudiid), the religious obligations (al-
Jardid) and waging al-jihdd in the way of Alldh. And He added for him the
ablution (a/~-wudii’) and honoured him with [the s#rah of] "The Opening of
the Book' (al-Fadtihah) and the [verses at the] end of the siérah of 'The Cow'
(al-Baqarah) as well as al-Mufassal (from the sidrah of Muhammad to the
end of the Holy Qur'dan). Then He made lawful for him al-maghnam (the
booty) and al-fay ' (the spoil)'?; and He helped him by [creating] fear [in the
heart of his enemy]; and He made for him the whole earth a place of worship
and clean. He sent him [as a Messenger] to all: the white, the black, the
jinn and the mankind. He also granted him a/-jizyah and the capture of the
polytheists and the collection of al-fidyah from them. Then he was assigned
to what other prophets were not assigned to, and a sword without a sheath was
sent down to him from the heaven and it was said to him: So do thou fight in
the way of Allah; thou art charged only with thyself, . . . (Qur., 4:84)."
1492-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn Khalid (-) “‘Uthman ibn ‘Isi that Samé‘ah ibn Mihrén said: I said to
Abi “Abdillah (‘a.s.) about the Word of Allah, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty: So be thou patient, as the Messengers possessed of constancy
were also patient, (Qur., 46:35). He [ ‘a.s.] said:
"Niih, Ibrahim, Miisa, ‘Isd and Muhammad (5.a. ‘a.w.a.).’ I said: 'How did
they become of the 'Possessors of Constancy?' He said: 'Because Nih was

12. i.e.: The property and wealth gained from the unbelievers without war. (ed.)
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sent with a book and shari‘ah [a revealed law], and whoever came after
Niuh had to act on his Book, his shari‘ah and his way until Ibrdhim ( ‘a.s.)
came with the scriptures [as-suhuf] and with the resolution for giving up
the Book of Niih (‘a.s.), but not neglecting it. So every prophet came after
Ibrdhim (‘a.s.) had to adhere to the shari‘ah of Ibrdhim, his way and the
scriptures until Miisd came with the Torah [ar-Tawrdt], his shari‘ah and
his way, with the resolution for giving up the scriptures [of Ibrdhim]. Thus,
every prophet who came after Musi ( ‘a.s.) had to adhere to the Torah, his
shari‘ah and his way until Masth (‘a.s.) came with the Evangel [al-Injil]
and with the resolution for giving up the shari‘ah of Miisd and his way.
And every prophet who came after Masih (would have)'* had to adhere
to his shari‘ah and his way, until Muhammad (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) came. So, He
[s.a.‘a.w.a.] came with the Qur'dn and with his shari‘ah and his way.
Hence, whatever he made lawful is lawful till the Day of Resurrection and
whatever he made unlawful is unlawful till the Day of Resurrection. Thus,
these are "Possessors of Constancy" from the Messengers, peace be upon
them.'"

13. The Masth is Jesus, peace be on him, and there was no prophet between him and the
Final Messenger, Muhammad (s.a. ‘a.w.a.). ()
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Chapter on
The Pillars of Islam

1493—1. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad al-Ash‘arT informed (haddathani)
me (—) Mu‘alld ibn Mubhammad az-Ziyddi (-) al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf al-
Washshd’ said: Aban ibn ‘Uthmén informed us (-) Fudayl (-) Abii Hamzah
that Abt Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Islam was founded on five pillars: the prayer (as-saldr), the alms-
giving (az-zakat), the fasting (as-sawm), the pilgrimage (al-hajj) and al-
wildyah (the Guardianship, i.e., Imdmate ). And it was not proclaimed for
anything as it was proclaimed for wildyah."

1494-2. ‘All ibn Ibrdhim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-) Yiinus ibn
‘Abdi '-Rahman that ‘Ajlan Abi Silih said:

"I said to Abu ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.): 'Inform me about the limits of the
belief' So he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Bearing witness that there is no god but Allzh
and that Muhammad is His Messenger, confirming what was revealed to
him from Alldh; the five [daily] prayers; the giving of alms; fasting during
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the month of Ramadan; pilgrimage to the House; supporting the wildyah
[Guardianship] of our waliyy [Guardian, i.e., the Im@m]; and enmity with
our enemy; and to be with the truthful ones.""

1495-3. Abu ‘Alf al-Ash‘arT (-) al-Hasan ibn ‘Al al-Kifi () ‘Abbds
ibn ‘Amir () Abin ibn ‘Uthman (-) Fudayl ibn Yasdr that Abi Ja‘far
(‘a.s.) said:

"Islam was founded on five pillars: i) the prayer, ii) the alms-giving, iii)
the fasting, iv) the pilgrimage and, v) the wildyah; and no such a call was
made for anything as it was made for the wilayah. And yet people adhered
to the four [pillars] and neglected this one, (that is, the wildyah)."

1496-4. Muhammad ibn Yahyi (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (=)
al-Husayn ibn Sa‘ld (-) Ibnu 'l-*Arzami (-) his father that as-Sadiq (‘a.s.)
said:

"The trivets of Islam are three: i) the prayer, ii) the alms-giving, and, iii)
the wildyah, none of them is valid without the other."

1497-5. Al ibn Ibrdhim () his father and ‘Abdullzh ibn as-Salt, both
of them (-) Hammad ibn ‘Isi (-) Hariz ibn ‘Abdillih () Zurdrah that
Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:
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"Isldm was founded on five things: The prayer, the alms-giving,
the pilgrimage, the fasting and the wildyah." Zurdrah said: "I said:
'Which of them is the best?' He [ ‘a.s.| said: 'The wildyah is the best,
since it is their key and the walr [Imam] is the proof on them.' I said:
Then what follows that in excellence?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The prayer, because
the Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) said: "The prayer is the pillar of your
religion™'"

He [Zurarah] said: "I said: 'Then what follows it in excellence?' He
[‘a.s.] said: 'The alms-giving, since He connected it with it [prayer] and
He started with the (mention of) prayer before it'*; and the Messenger of
Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.) said: "The alms-giving wipes out sins."' Then I asked
him [‘a.s.]: 'And what follows it in excellence? He [‘a.s.] said: 'The
pilgrimage. Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, said: And it is
the duty of mankind toward AllGh to make pilgrimage to the House — for
those who can afford to journey to it — and should anyone renege {on his
obligation], A/lah is indeed without need of the creatures, (Qur., 3:97). The
Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) said: "Surely an accepted pilgrimage is
better than twenty supererogatory prayers and whoever circumambulates
this House, counting its seven rounds, then ameliorates its two rak ‘ahs,
Alldh will forgive him;" and he [s.a. ‘a.w.a.] said what he [5.a. ‘a.w.a.] said

14. As found in numerous verses of the Holy Qur’an: 'establish the prayer and alms-giving'
or 'those who establish the prayer and alms-giving . . .' (¢)
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on the day of ‘Arafah and on the day of al-Muzdalifah.'

"I said: 'Then what comes after that?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The fast.' I said:
"Why the fast is the last of all? He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The Messenger of Alldh
(s.a. ‘a.w.a.) said: "The fast is a shield against the Fire."'" He said: "Then
he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Surely, the best things are those when they escape you,
there is no repentance for them except that you go back to it and perform
it exactly the same. Surely, nothing can take the place of the prayer, the
alms-giving, the pilgrimage and the wildyah unless they are performed.
But as for the fast [during the month of Ramadan], if it escaped you or you
neglected it [fast], or went on journey, you can fulfill it [the fast] on other
days beside that [Ramadan]. And you can recompensate for that sin by
giving charity or fasting. But none of those four [pillars'’] can be replaced
by anything.""

He [Zurirah] said: "Then he [‘a.s.] said: 'The top and the peak of the
(religious) matter, its key and the gate of everything as well as the pleasure of
the All-Compassionate is obedience to the Imam, after recognizing him. Alldh,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: Whoever obeys the Messenger
certainly obeys Allah; and whoever turns his back, We have not sent you to
be a watcher over them,; (Qur., 4:80). If someone stands up [in worship] the
whole night, fasts the whole day, gives all his wealth in charity and makes

15. i.e.: ag-saldt, az-zakat, al-hajj and al-wildyah. (ed.)
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the pilgrimage [to the House] all his life, but fails to recognize the wildyah
of the waliyy [saint] of Alldh so that he may support him, and all his deeds
should be carried out under his guidance, he does not deserve to receive any
reward from Allah, to Whom belong Majesty and Might, and he is not among
the believers.' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Alldh will admit the virtuous among them
[ahlu 'I-wildyah] to the Garden by the Grace of His Mercy.'"

1498—6. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (—) Safwan
ibn Yahya that ‘Isd ibn as-Sariyy Abu 'l-Yasa* said:

"1 said to Abl ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.): 'Inform me about the pillars of Islam
that are not acceptable for any one to fall short of in their recognition;
and if any one neglects any of them in their recognition, he has spoiled
his religion, and Alldh will not accept his work. And whoever recognizes
them and acts upon them, has appropriated his religion, and his work will
be accepted. Thus, he will not be straitened in what he is involved because
of the ignorance of any other affair that is ignorant of?' He [ ‘a.s.] said:
'‘Bearing witness that there is no god but Allah; the belief that Muhammad
(s.a. ‘a.w.a.)is the Messenger of Allah and confessing to what he [s.a. ‘a.w.a.]
brought from Alldh; and a share in the wealth [to be given] as alms, and the
wildyah (succession) which Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
ordained: the wildyah of the progeny of Muhammad [s.a. ‘a.w.a.]'"

45

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAFI/ Belief and UnBelief ~ Ch. 13 /A¥ -t LSy steyr / i
(..,u :J6 S Jsf S il Y ;9,.., 593 15 a3 3 Jed 2iE e

4‘4—* A d:: 350 tbly il ‘rﬂ 5 of Ly J’: RN
NIRRT SRR AP RS SR CIPR LS - PUN NN
IR RN R RNty Gy 555y 06, - 28 s s

.
0 79 3 s

ﬂr%%ﬂ%g“u’w’vwwa ;55 Vi
f :JG Js,uvl»r.,j N\‘&,ddmu,\vs Juf ;5\,.( )6
y\o,ﬁ'yw\utf,ﬂ»u &;JMQK(‘WJ-\J&PQ\;

&

w}#cﬂ’ﬂ»y‘d‘fe’wrf}#%}r@»&bdﬁwYp—");w-
WS U Ak (el OpHEL S0 S B2 G, pb\ﬂ e s bt
Gl C}jgy Sl oy el ’y; u,i, NIRRT o,i; 135, 0 Jg Oy
’ k ok ok ok ok

¢ [Abu'l-Yasa‘] said: "Then I said to him: 'Is there any special
condition and merit to be known in the wildyah for one who adheres to
it?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Yes. Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, said:
O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those vested
with authority among you, (Qur., 4:59). Also, the Messenger of Alldh
(s.a.'a.w.a.) said: "Whoever dies not knowing his Imim, dies a death
of jahilliyah (pre-Isldmic times)." [Those vested with authority were]
the Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.), then ‘All (‘a.s.), and others said:
Mu‘dwiyah, then al-Hasan (‘a.s.) then al-Husayn (‘a.s.); and others said:
Yazid ibn Mu‘dwiyah and Husayn ibn ‘Ali, and (yet they, Mu‘awiyah and
‘Al are) no equal and [Yazid and al-Husayn are} no equal.'

He [the narrator] said: "Then he [ ‘a.s.] was silent, after a while he [ ‘a.s.]
said: 'Shall I tell you more?" Hakam al-A‘war said to him: 'Yes. May I be
made your ransom!' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Then it was ‘Al1 ibn al-Husayn, then
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali Abu Ja‘far. However, the Shi‘ahs existed before Abii
Ja‘far's time, but did not know the rites of their pilgrimage and what was
lawful and unlawful for them, until Abii Ja‘far came and opened the gates
of knowledge for them and explained the rites of their pilgrimage, their
lawfulness and unlawfulness to that extent that people became in need of
them [Shi‘ahs] after they [Shi‘ahs] had been in need of people. Such is the
decree, that the earth cannot be without an imam, so whoever dies without
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knowing his imam, dies a death of jahiliyyah. Thus, the greatest need you will
find in what you are in [i.e., belief], will be at a time when your soul will reach
here' — pointing to his [ ‘a.s.'s] throat — 'and when this life has been cut off
from you. At that time you will say: "Certainly I was upon a good belief."""

*Abu ‘All al-Ash‘arT (~) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbar (~) Safwan
() ‘Isd ibn as-Sariyy Abu 'l-Yasa‘ (-) Abi ‘Abdillih: the same tradition.

1499-7. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (~) Ahmad
ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr (~) Muthannd al-Hannit () ‘Abdulldh ibn
‘Ajlan that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Islam was founded on five [pillars]: al-Wilayah, the prayer, the alms-
giving, fasting during the month of Ramadan and the pilgrimage."

1500-8. “Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) Silih ibn as-Sindi (—) Ja‘far ibn Bashir (-)
Abin (-) Fudayl that Abt Ja‘far said:

"Islaim was founded on five [pillars]: The prayer, the alms-giving,
fasting, the pilgrimage and al-wildyah. And no such a call was made for
anything as it was made for the wildyah on the day of al-Ghadir."
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1501-9. ‘Al1 ibn Ibrdhim (~) Muhammad ibn ‘Isd (=) Yinus (-)
Hammaid ibn ‘Uthmdn that ‘Isd ibn as-Sariyy said:

"I said to Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.): 'Tell me on which pillars Isldam was
founded, that if I adhere to them, my deeds will be purified and that
ignorance would not harm me afterwards because of what 1 was not
aware?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Bearing witness that there is no god but Alldh and
that Muhammad (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) is His Messenger; and confirming what has
been reveald to him from Alldh; and the right of [collecting] alms from
the wealth, [accepting] the wildyah which Alldh, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty had ordained to it: the wildyah of the Family of Muhammad
(s.a. ‘a.w.a.), since the Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) said: "He who dies,
not knowing his imam, dies the death of the jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic time)."
Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty said: Obey Allah and obey the
Messenger and those vested with authority among you (Qur., 4:59). So,
‘Ali (‘a.s.) was [the waliyy after the Holy Prophet], then after him came al-
Hasan; then after him al-Husayn, then after him ‘AlT ibn al-Husayn; then
after him Muhammad ibn ‘All; then the affair will continue like this. The
earth cannot be redressed except by an imdm and he who dies not knowing
his im@m, dies the death of jghiliyyah. Thus, the greatest need that one of
you will find of his [Imdm's] knowledge will be at that time when his soul
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will reach here.'” — He [the narrator] said: "He [ ‘a.s.] then stretched his
hand to his chest — 'saying, at that moment: "Certainly I was upon a good
belief!"'"

1502-10. From him [‘Isi ibn as-Sariyy] that Abu 'l-Jarad said:

"I said to Abti Ja‘far (‘a.s.): 'O Son of the Messenger of Alldh! Do you
know of my love for you, my devotion and loyalty to you?'"

He [Abu 'l-Jarad] said: "Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Yes.'"" He said: "Then
I said to him: 'Thus, I will ask you a question and I want your answer,
since I am blind and I can hardly walk, I cannot visit you often.' He
[‘a.s.] said: "Express your need.' I said: 'Inform me about your belief, by
which you and your family devote to Alldh, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, so that, I may too devote to Alldh, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, by that [devotion].' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Though you have shortened
the discourse, yet you have propounded an important question. By Allah! |
will offer you my religion and the religion of my fore-fathers, by which we
devote (ourselves) to Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: Bearing
witness that there is no god but Alldh and that Muhammad (5.a. ‘a.w.a.) is
the Messenger of Alldh, confirming what he [s.a. ‘a.w.a.] came with from
Allah; [accepting] the wildyah of our waliyy (the Im3m); keeping aloof
from our enemies; submitting to our command; waiting for our al-Q&im [to
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come); [practicing] ijtihad'® and [observing] piety.

1503—11. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) Silih ibn as-Sindi (—) Ja‘far ibn Bashir
that ‘Alf ibn Abl Hamzah said:

"I heard Aba Basir asking Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) and said to him: 'May
I be made your ransom! Inform me about the religion which Alldh, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty, made incumbent upon the servants [al-
‘ibad] that it is not allowed for them to remain ignorant of it, and it will
not be accepted from them beside that. What is that [religion]?' He [ ‘a.s.]
said: 'Repeat it [the question] for me.' So, I repeated it for him. He [ ‘a.s.]
said: '‘Bearing witness that there is no god but Alldh and that Muhammad
(s.a. ‘awa.) is the Messenger of Alldh, performing the ritual prayer, giving
the alms, making pilgrimage to the House — if he is able to make his way
there — and fasting during the month of Ramadan.' Then he [ ‘a.s.] was
silent for a bit. Then he said: 'And al-wildyah,' twice. He [ ‘a.s.] then said:
'This is what Alldh had made incumbent upon the servants, and the Lord
will not question the servants, on the Day of Reckoning, saying: "Why did
you not add to what I had made incumbent upon you?' But whoever adds to
that, Alldh [s.w.a.] will increase His reward for him. Surely, the Messenger
of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) had prescribed certain good and sanctified practices,
that people are ought to take hold of them.'"

16. i.e.: To observe religious obligations as far as haldl and hardm is concerned.
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1504-12. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-)
Muham-mad ibn Jumhir (-) Faddlah ibn Ayyib () Aba Zayd al-Hallal
that ‘Abdu 'l-Hamid ibn Abi '1-‘Al4’ al-Azdi said:

"I heard Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) saying: "Allh, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty, enjoined upon his creatures five [obligations] of which He
permitted concession in four but didn't permit concession in one.""’

1505-13. From him [al-Husayn ibn Muhammad] (-) Mu‘alli ibn
Muhammad (-) al-Washsha’ () Aban that Isma‘1l al-Ju‘fi said:

"A man came to see Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) and with him was a sahifah
[notebook]. Abii Ja‘far ( ‘a.s.) said to him: 'This sahifah belongs to a man who
has come for a debate, inquiring about the religion in which the deeds are
accepted.' He said: 'May Alldh have mercy upon you! This is what I want.'

"Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said: 'Testifying that there is no god but Allah, the
One, Who has no partner, and that Muhammad (s5.a. ‘a.w.a) is His servant
and Messenger; confirming what has come from Alldh; and [accepting] our
waldyah of the Ahlu 'I-Bay! [the Household of the Holy Prophet]; keeping
aloof from our enemies and submitting to our command; [observing] piety

17. Meaning in saldt, women are excused from it during their menses, and the zakdt is
excused to one who has nothing to give. The hgjj is not obligatory on one who cannot
afford the journey and the fasting also has concessions for one whose health does not
permit it. But there is no excuse or concession for neglecting the wildyah.
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and modesty, and waiting for our Qdim [to come]. Surely, for us there is a
government whenever Alldh wishes will bring it forth.""

1506—14. ‘ Aliibn Ibrahim (-) his father* and Abii ‘ Ali al-Ash‘ari () Muham-
mad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbar, both of them (~) Safwan that * Amr ibn Hurayth said:

"T went to see Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) while he was in the house of his brother
‘Abdulldh ibn Muhammad and said to him: 'May I be made your ransom! What
made you move to this house? He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Seeking a change."® Then I said:
"May I be made your ransom! Shall I not relate to you about my religion? He
[‘a.s.] said: 'Of course!' I said: 'I serve Alldh by testifying that there is no god
but Alldh, the One Who has no partner to Himself; and that Muhammad is His
servant and His Messenger; and the Hour is bound to come, there is no doubt in
it, and AllGh will surely resurrect those who are in the graves [Qur., 22:7]; and
keeping up prayer, giving alms; and fasting during the month of Ramadan; and
pilgrimage to the House; and the wildyah (succession) of ‘Ali, the Commander
of the faithful after the Messenger of Allah (s.a. ‘a.w.a.), then the wildyah of al-
Hasan and al-Husayn, then the wild@yah of ‘All ibn al-Husayn, then the wildyah
of Muhammad ibn ‘Al and of you after him, blessing of Alldh be upon them all,
that you are all my imdms. Upon this [belief] I live and upon it I will die, and I
serve Alldh by it.' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'O ‘Amr! This is, by Alldh, the religion

18. Or according to another meaning, 'seeking isolation from people'. (i)
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of Allah and the religion of my forefathers that I serve Allah by it, secretly and
openly. Therefore, fear Alldh and refrain your tongue except for good utterance;
and do not say that I guided myself, instead it is Alldh Who guided you. So, thank
Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, for what He had granted you; and do
not be like he when he is approached he smites in face, and when he turns back
he backbites. And do not carry people on your shoulders' — if you do so — then
you will almost have your shoulders break down.'"

1507-15. Muhammad ibn Yahya () Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Ali ibn an-
Nu‘mén () Ibn Muskén (-) Sulayman ibn Khilid that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Shall I inform you about the root, the branch and the peak of Islam?"
"I said: 'Yes, may I be made your ransom!' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'As to its root is
the prayer [as-saldt], its branch is the alms-giving [az-zakdt] and its peak
is the holy war [al-jihdd).' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'If you like, I can inform
you about the gates of the good [deeds]?' I said: "Yes, may I be made your
ransom!' He [ ‘a.s.] said: "Fasting is a protection against the Fire; charity
{as-sadaqah] wipes out the sin; and a man getting up in the middle of the
night for remembering Alldh.' Then he (‘a.s.) recited: Their sides vacate
their beds . . . (Qur., 32:16)."

19. ie.: You should not predominate people over yourself by either forsaking caution or
showing weakness or to be moderate with them to such extent that you incure loss. For
instance, to stand guarantee for them; or suffer from something on their behalf that you
cannot endure it; or make them covetous so that you give judgement against just; or to
agree with them in what is not allowable. (al-MajlisT)
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-14—
Chapter on
That by Islam, One's Blood is Spared (and Trust is
Upheld) and that (Spiritual) Reward (Rests) Upon Faith

1508—1. ‘Al1ibn Ibrahim (—) his father (-) Ibn Abt ‘Umayr (-) al-Hakam
ibn Ayman that al-Q34sTm as-Sayrafi, the partner of al-Mufaddal, said:

"I heard Abu ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: '[Through embracing] Isldm
blood is spared, trust is upheld and marriage [with other Muslims] is made
lawful, while (spiritual) reward is upon the Faith.""

1509-2. ‘Ali(-) his father () Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (=) al-*Ald () Muhammad
ibn Muslim that one [either al-Baqir or as-$adiq] of them (a.s.) said:

"Faith (al-imdn) is confirmation and action, whereas Islam is
confirmation without action (to support the confirmation)."

1510-3. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (—) Muhammad ibn ‘Isi () Yiinus that Jamil
ibn Darr3j said:

"I asked Abi ‘ Abdilldh (‘a.s.) about the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty: The bedouins say: 'We have faith.’ Say: 'You do not
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have faith yet; 'rather say: 'We have submitted, for faith has not yet entered
into your hearts;’' (Qur., 49:14). Then he (‘a.s.) said to me: 'Don't you see
that Faith (a/-iman) is other than Islam.""

15011-4. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Al
ibn al-Hakam that Sufyan ibn as-Samt said:

"A man asked Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) about Islam and al/-imdn (Faith):
'What is the difference between them?' But he [ ‘a.s.] did not answer him.
Then he repeated the same question, but he [ ‘a.s.] did not answer him. So,
[once] they met each other on the way when the man was preparing to
depart, and Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said to him: 'It seems that your departure
is drawing near?'

"He said: 'Yes.' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Meet me in the house.' So he met him
and asked him about Isldim and a/-imadn, as to what is the difference between
them? Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: Isldm is the apparent that people are upon: [i.e.]
testifying that: there is no god but Alldh, the One Who has no partner to
Himself and that Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger; keeping up
prayer, giving alms, pilgrimage to the House and fasting during the month of
Ramadin. This is the Islim.' He [ ‘a.s.] then said: ‘a/-Iman is the knowledge
of this affair [amr], nevertheless, if one acknowledges them and does not
acknowledge this amr [of wildyah], he is a Muslim but misguided.'"
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1512-5. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (—) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad and a
group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad, both of them (-)
al-Washshd’ (—) Abén that Abu Basir said:

"I heard Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) saying: 'The Bedouins say: 'We have faith.'
Say: "You do not have faith yet; rather say: "We have submitted.” (Qur.,
49:14). So, he who claims that they believed, he has surely lied; and he
who claims that they did not submit, has also lied.""

1513-6. Ahmad ibn Muhammad (—) al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id () Hakam
ibn Ayman that Qdsim, the partner of al-Mufaddal, said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: 'Isldm is (that by which) blood is
spared, trust is upheld and matrimonies are made lawful, while (spiritual)
reward is (based) on Faith.'"
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—-15 -
Chapter on
That al-Imdn Associates with al-Islam But
al-Islém does not Associate with al-Imdn

1514-1. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Hasan ibn Mahbiib (-) Jamil ibn S3lih that Sami‘ah said:

"I said to Abi ‘Abdillah: 'Inform me about al-Is/am and al-imdn [Faith].
Do they differ with each other?' He {‘a.s.] said: 'al-Iman associates with
al-Islam but al-Islam does not associate with a/-imdn.' 1 said: 'Describe
them to me? Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'a/-Islam is a testimony that: There is
no god save Alldh, and belief in the Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.). By
this, blood is spared, marriages and inheritances take place, and upon its
apparent feature is the community [of Isldim]. While the Faith [a/-iman]:
The guidance and what stands firm in the hearts of the attribute of al-
Islam; and what has become manifest of the action to it. Hence al-imdn is
higher than al-Isldm in rank. Surely, a/-imdn associates with al-Islam in the
apparent, but a/-Is/am does not associate with a/-imdn in the hidden, even
if they both unite in word and characteristic.'”
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1515-2. ‘Al ibn Ibrihim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (~) Yinus ibn
‘Abdi 'r-Rahman (—) Miisd ibn Bakr (~) Fudayl ibn Yasdr that Abii ‘Abdilldh
(‘a.s.) said:

"al-Iman associates with al/-Islam but al-Islam does not associate with
al-iman."

1516-3. ‘Al1 () his father () Ibn AbT ‘Umayr (-) Jamil ibn Darrdj that
Fudayl ibn Yasar said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) saying: 'Surely, al-imdn associates with
al-Islam but al-Islam does not associate with al-iman. Indeed, al-imdn
is what is established in the hearts and al-Is/lam is that which deals with
marriages, inheritances and the sparing of bloods. So, al-imdn associates
with al-Islam but al-Islam does not associate with al-iman.'"

1517-4. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (-) al-Hasan ibn Mahbib that Abu 's-Sabbzh al-KindnT said:

"I said to Abii ‘Abdillih (‘a.s.): "Which one is better: al-Iman or al-
Islam? Since those who are with us say that al-Islam is better than al-
al-imdn.! He [‘a.s.] said: 'al-Imdn is higher than al-Islam.' 1 said: 'So,
enlighten me with that.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: "What will you say about someone
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who commits ritual impurity?® in the Masjidu 'l-Hardm, intentionally?'"

He [Abu 's-Sabbah] said: "I said: 'He will be beaten severely.' He [ ‘a.s.]
said: "You are right.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'What will you say about someone
who commits ritual impurity in the Ka‘bah, intentionally?' I said: 'He must
be killed." He [ ‘a.s.] said: "You are right. Don't you see that the Ka‘bah is
better than the Masjidu 'l-Hardm, and that the Ka‘bah is associated with the
Masjid but the Masjid is not associated with the Ka‘bah; likewise al-iman
is associated with al-Is/dm but al-Is/am is not associated with al-iman.""

1518-5. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Sahl ibn Ziyad* and
Muhammad ibn Yahyi (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad, both of them (-) Ibn
Mahbiib (-) ‘Alf ibn Rib that Humran ibn A‘yan said:

"I heard Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) saying: 'al-Imdn is what is established in
the heart and leads one to Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty;
and obedience to Alldh and submission to His command certifies that. But
al-1slam is what is obvious from word or deed, upon which all the sects
of the Muslim community are, by which bloods are spared, inheritances
take place, marriages are carried out, and all [people] unite in: salar, zakat,

20. i.e.: Excretes or urinates. (/)
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sawm and hajj. So, in that manner, they have come out from the unbelief
and were attached to al-iman. However, al-Islam does not associate with
al-iman but al-iman associates with al-Islam, (though) both of them agree
in word and deed, in the same manner as the Ka‘bah is in the Masjid and
the Masjid is not in the Ka‘bah. Thus, al-imdn associates with al-Islam
while al-Islam does not associate with al-imdn. Indeed, Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty said: The Bedouins say: "We have faith." Say:
"You do not have faith yet; rather say: "We have submitted,” for faith has
not yet entered into your hearts; (Qur., 49:14); and the Word of Allah, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty, is the most truthful Word.' T said: 'Is
there any preference for the believer over the Muslim in terms of virtues,
jurisdictions, divine ordinances and so on?' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'No, both
of them are one in this case, but as for the believer, there is a precedence
over the Muslim in their deeds and in what draws them nearer to Alléh,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty.' I said: 'Does not Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, say: Whoso brings a good deed shall have ten
the like of it; (Qur., 6:160), while you alleged that they all agree on as-
salat, az-zakat, as-sawm, and al-hajj with the believers?' He [ ‘a.s.] said:
'Has not Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, said: He may multiply
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it for him manifold? (Qur., 2:245). Thus, the believers are those for whom
Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, multiply their virtues — for
every virtue — seventy fold. So, this is the superiority of the believer and
Allah increases in his virtues manifold according to the rightness of his
belief, and Alldh does to the believers what He wills of good.' I said: ‘Don't
you think that if one enters a/-Is/lam, has he not entered a/-iman [Faith]?'
He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'No, but he is attached to belief after he has come out from
unbelief. Now, I will give you an example so that you may understand
the excellence of belief over al-Islam: If you see a man in the Masjid [al-
Haram], will you give witness that you saw him in the Ka‘bah?' I said: 'I
cannot say that.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Then if you see a man in the Ka‘bah will
you testify that he had entered al-Masjidu 'I-Hardm?' I said: 'Yes.' He [ ‘a.s.]
said: 'And how is that?' I said: 'Since he cannot get to the Ka‘bah without
first entering the Masjid (first)." He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'That's right! Well Done!"
Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Likewise is al-iman and al-Islam.""
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~16 -
Another Chapter
From the Above that al-Islim is Before al-Imdin

1519~1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (~) al-*Abbds ibn Ma‘rif (-) ‘Abdu 'r-Rahman
ibn AbT Najréan (-) Hammad ibn ‘Uthman that ‘Abdu 'r-Rahim al-Qasir said:

"l wrote to Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) asking him about al-imdn (faith) —
'What is that?' — and sent it with ‘Abdu 'l-Malik ibn A‘yan to him. Then
he [ ‘a.s.] wrote [back] to me and sent it with ‘Abdu '1-Malik ibn A‘yan:
"You asked — may Alldh have mercy upon you — about al-imdn. It is the
confirmation by the tongue and a contract in the heart, and acting with
limbs. al-Imdn possesses some parts connected to one another like a house;
likewise Isldm is a house and unbelief is a house too. A servant (of God)
can be a Muslim before being a believer but cannot become a believer
unless he is a Muslim. Thus, al-Islam is before al-imdn, it associates
with al-imdn. Then, if a servant commits one of the great sins or one of
the minor sins, which Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has
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forbidden it, he exits from al-imdn. The title of al-iman will fall from him
and the title of al-Islam will (still) remain on him. So, if he repents and
asks Allah's forgiveness, he will return to the abode of a/-imdn and nothing
will lead him to unbelief, except negation {juhd] and istihlal: that is, to say,
to what is lawful: "This is unlawful'; and what is unlawful: 'This is lawful,’
and adhere to that; at this stage he will be out from al-Islam and al-Imdn
entering into unbelief. It is like a person who entered the Haram [Masjidu
'I-Hardm], then entered the Ka‘bah and excreted in the Ka‘bah; he would
be driven out from the Ka‘bah and the Haram, then he would beheaded and
would eventually be thrown into the [Hell-JFire.'"

1520--2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
‘Uthman ibn ‘Is3 that Sama‘ah ibn Mihrin said:

"I asked him [the Im3m, ‘a.s.] about a/-Imdn and al-Isldm saying: 'Is
there any difference between al-Islam and al-Iman? He [ ‘a.s.] said: "May 1
give you an example?'" He [Samia‘ah] said. "I said: 'Please explain it.' He
[ ‘a.s.] said: The difference between 'al-Imdn and al-Islam is like the Holy
Ka‘bah and the Haram. Someone can be in the Haram and not be in the
Ka‘bah, but cannot be in the Ka‘bah unless he is in the Haram. Thus, he
can be a Muslim but not a believer and cannot be a believer unless he is
already a Muslim."" He said: "I said: 'Is there anything that can drive one
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from al-imdn?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Yes.' 1 said: 'So, where will he proceed to?'
He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'To al-Islam or to infidelity [kufr].' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'If a
man enters the Ka‘bah and urine slipped away from him suddenly, he will
be taken out from the Ka‘bah, but not from the Haram; he can wash his
garments and purify himself [tatahhara], then he will not be hindered from
entering the Ka‘bah (again). But, if a man enters the Ka‘bah and urinate
there willfully, he will be dismissed from the Ka‘bah and from the Haram,
and his head will be cut off."

~17-
Chapter?!
1521-1. ‘Ali ibn Muhammad (-) some of his companions (-) Adam ibn

Ishdq (-) ‘Abdu 'r-Razzdq ibn Mihrdn (-) al-Husayn ibn Maymin (-)
Muhammad ibn Silim that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

21. Since this chapter like the two past chapters is about a/-Is/Gm and al-Imdn and is a part
of the said two, therefore, the author has not chosen any special title for it. On the other
hand, since it consists of detail explanations and many advantages so he has chosen a
separate chapter for it. [al-Majlist]
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"Indeed, some people spoke about this Qur'an without any knowledge
and that is why Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, said: /t is He
who sent down upon thee the Book, wherein are verses clear that are the
Essence of the Book, and others ambiguous. As for those in whose hearts is
swerving, they follow the ambiguous part, desiring dissension, and desiring
its interpretation; and none knows its interpretation save only Allgh . . .
(Qur,, 3:7). So, the abrogated [verses] are among the ambiguous ones, and
the clear [verses] are among the abrogative ones. Surely, Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, sent Niih to his people [saying]: "Worship Allah,
and fear Him and obey me;’ (Qur., 71:3). Then he called them to Allah
alone, to worship Him, and should not associate anything with Him. Then
He sent the Prophets, peace be upon them, with the same message until
Muhammad (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) came, so he called them to worship Alldh and not
associate anything with Him and said: He has laid down for you as religion
that He charged Noah with, and that We have revealed to thee, and that
We charged Abraham with, Moses and Jesus: 'Perform the religion, and
scatter not regarding it.' Very hateful is that for the idolaters that thou
callest them to. AllaGh chooses unto Himself whomsoever He will, and He
guides to Himself whomsoever turns, penitent; (Qur., 42:13). So, He sent
the prophets to their people with the testimony that: 'there is no god except
All3h', and the confirmation of what came down [to him] from Allgh, so

65

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAFI/Belief and UnBelief ~ Ch. 17 /1Y -\ LSy teyr / s
o4 By 2wy s, @ Gast s ui; Sy Lalld 3T 505 e
wws,M\Jmm@\u il dn i sy €l iy
duuu\wgﬂuu;“‘muyﬁ;u\umw;% \55\
Jm"éwbwﬂbb wﬂw¢ﬂ&>WN"

5 Als doasi (r 2200y o ) sy LS Lzl HS e ERIN( J\,,
> JLJJL%J;,}EM @ﬁwbuawu%mbwb EES I

WUAJJJMUQ J"“‘"b“m‘r]"“ Q\SVL:J\‘Q:LHM\J»Q\
i ggsM\JmAus g-;;udé.i\,uf-w\u;, AT
sty y2itly Se \,J,’.;.ﬂ\wwa, S sy % A st g &2 d
Uw-*dbg“\bu“)bbfﬂ RS r‘ufr‘ﬁl“‘“‘*;“i“%w‘rﬁ

* k ok X k

whosoever believed sincerely and died upon that, Alldh will admit him
to the Garden by that, and because Alldh is not tyrannical to the servants
[Qur., 3:182]}, and Alldh will not punish a slave unless He becomes harsh
with regards to murder and the sins for which Alldh [s.w.2.} made the Fire
incumbent for those who commit such crimes. When the call of each
prophet was answered by the believers of his community, Allih appointed
for each prophet, a law [sharT‘ah) and a [clear] way [minhdj]. So, the law
and the way are a means and practices [sunnah). Alldh said to Muhammad
(s.a. ‘aw.a.): We have indeed revealed to you as We revealed to Noah and
the prophets afier him, . . . (Qur., 4:136). Then He ordained each prophet to
follow the way and the practice; and among the way and the practice which
Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, ordained Masé ( ‘a.s.) was that
He appointed for them the sabbath. So, whoever revered the Sabbath and
did not count it lawful to practice that, out of fear of Alldh; Alldh will
admit him to the Garden. And whoever consider its right insignificant and
allowed what Allah has made unlawful for him of the act which Alldh has
forbidden him of it, Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, will make
him enter the Fire; and that is because when they considered detaining fish
and eating them to be lawful on the sabbath. So, Alldh became wrathful
to them, although they did not associate anything to the Compassionate,
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nor did they doubt about what has been revealed to Miis3 (‘a.s.). Alldh,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty said: And well you know there were
those among you that transgressed the Sabbath, and We said to them: 'Be
you apes, miserably slinking!' (Qur., 2:65).

"Then Alldh (s.w.2.) sent ‘Isi (‘a.s.) with the testimony that 'there is
no god except Allah', and the confirmation of what was revealed to him
(‘a.s.) from Alldh (s.w.t.) and appointed for them a law and a way. Then,
the Sabbath to which they were commanded to glorify, before that, and
most of the way and practices, which were brought by Miisa, were pulled
down. So, whoever did not follow ‘Isd, Alldh made him enter the Fire,
although whatever revealed to all prophets, was not to associate anything
with Allah.

"Then Alldh sent Muhammad (s.a. ‘a.w.a.), and he (s.a. ‘a.w.a.), was in
Makkah for ten years. During that period no-one died in Makkah testifying
that 'there is no god except Alldh' and that 'Muhammad (5.a. ‘a.w.a.) is His
Messenger', but Allah admitted him/her to the Garden for his confirmation,
and that is the attested belief [imanu 't-tasdig]. Also, Allah did not punish
anyone who died while he/she was the follower of Muhammad (s.a. ‘a.w.a.)
upon that [confirmation], except those who associated something to the
Compassionate. The attestation of that, is that, Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, revealed to him (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) in the chapter of 'The
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Children of Israel' [i.e. al-Isra’] in Makka: Thy Lord has decreed that
you shall not serve any but Him, and to be kind to parents, — upto His,
the Sublime's Word — surely He is aware of and sees His servants; (Qur.,
17:23-30). [In these verses there is] a good approach, a warning, teaching
and slight prohibition and no more. And He did not threaten against
committing something of what He had prohibited. Also, He revealed a
prohibition on [certain] things that He warned against that, and was not
harsh in that respect nor did He threaten, and said: And kill not your
children for fear of poverty; We will provide for you and them; surely the
killing of them is a great sin. And approach not fornication; surely it is
an indecency and evil as a way. And kill not the soul Alldh has forbidden,
except by right. Whosoever is killed unjustly, We have appointed to his
next-of-kin authority; but let him not exceed in killing; for he shall be
helped. And do not approach the property of the orphan save in the best
manner, until he is of age. And fulfil the covenant; surely the covenant
shall be questioned of. And fill up the measure when you measure, and
weigh with the straight balance; that is better and fairer in the issue. And
pursue not that thou hast no knowledge of; indeed the hearing, the sight,
and the heart — all of those shall be questioned of. And walk not in the
earth exultantly; certainly thou wilt never tear the earth open, nor attain
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the mountains in height. All of that — the wickedness of it is hateful in the
sight of thy Lord. That is of the wisdom thy Lord has revealed to thee: set
not up with Allah another god, or thou wilt be cast into Hell, reproached
and rejected; (Qur., 17:31-39).

"He revealed in ('By the night enshrouding'): Now I have warned of a
Fire that flames, whereat none but the most wretched shall be roasted, even
he who cried lies, and turned away, (Qur., 92:14-16). So, this is an idolater.

"And He revealed in (‘When the sky is split open;"): But as for him who
is given his record from behind his back, he will pray for annihilation, and
he will enter the Blaze. Indeed he used to be joyful among his folk, and
indeed he thought he would never return. Yes indeed, . . . (Qur., 84:10-15).
This is also an idolater.

"He also revealed in [the chapter of ) 'The Blessed' ['The Kingdom']:
As often as a group is cast into it, its keepers ask them, 'Came there no
warner to you?' They say, 'Yes indeed, a warner came to us; but we cried
lies, saying, "AlldGh has not sent down anything;'" (Qur., 67:8-9). So, these
are idolaters.

"Then He revealed in [the chapter of] 'The Terror': But if he be of those
who belied, went astray, he shall have an entertainment of a boiling water,
and the roasting in Hell; (Qur., 56:92-94). These too are idolaters.

"And He revealed in [the chapter of] 'The Indubitable': But as for
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him who is given his book in his left hand, he shall say, 'l wish I had
not been given my book, nor had I ever known what my account is! I wish
death had been the end of it all! My wealth did not avail me.' — to His
saying — 'Indeed he had no faith in Allah, the All-Supreme, (Qur., 69:25-
33). So, this one is an idolater.

"Then He revealed in [the chapter of] 'T4.Sin.Mim.' ['The Poets']: and
Hell advanced for the perverse. It shall be said to them, 'Where is that
you were serving apart from Allah? Do they help you or help themselves?'
Then they shall be pitched into it, they and the perverse and the hosts
of Iblis, altogether; (Qur., 26:91-95). The hosts of Iblis are his offspring
from shaydtin [satans]. And His Word: 4And no one led us astray except
the guilty, (ibid:99); that is, the idolaters, who were immitated by those
[guilty], who followed them in their idolatory; and they [the guilty] were
the people [gawm] of Muhammad (s.a. ‘a.w.a.). None among them was
from the Jews or the Christians; and the proof of that is the Word of Allzh,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty: Cried lies before them the people
of Noah . ..; (Qur., 38:12). The men of the Thicket cried lies . .. (Qur.,
26:176). The people of Lot cried lies . . . (Qur.,.26:160).

"There were no Jews among them who said: 'Ezra is the son of Allah,’
or the Christians who said: 'The Messiah is the son of Allgh,’ (Qur., 9:30).
Allzh [s.w.t.] will make the Jews and the Christians enter the Fire; and will
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make every community to enter [the Fire], according to their deeds.

"Hence their saying: 'And no one led us astray except the guilty,' since
they invited us to their way; that is the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, about them when He will gather them in the Fire:

. the last of them shall say to the first of them: 'O our Lord, these led us
astray, so give them a double chastisement of the Fire.’ (Qur., 7:38). Also,
His word: Whenever any nation enters [hell], it curses its sister[-nation];
till, when they have all successively come there, [ibid.]. Thus, some will
withdraw from the others and some will curse one another, intending to
confute one another with the hope of splitting, that they may escape from
the great embarrassment that has fallen on them. But at that time it will
not be the time for trial, test or accepting any excuse, nor the time for
deliverance. These verses and their likes are among those revealed in
Mecca, and Alldh will not make anyone enter the Fire except an idolater.

"So, when Alldh granted permission to Muhammad (5.a. ‘awa.) to
leave Mecca for Medina, Isldm was then founded on five pillars:

to bear witness that there is no god save Alldh and that Muhammad
(s.a.‘a.w.a.) is His servant and His Messenger;

to perform the prayer;

to pay the alms;

to go on a pilgrimage to the House; and
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to observe fast in the month of Ramadin.

"Then He revealed to him [the Holy Prophet] the limits [hudid] and the
distribution of inheritance. And He informed him about the sins which Alldh
made — through them and by that — the Fire incumbent for whoever commits
them. Thus, He revealed about the penalty for the killer: And whoso slays a
believer wilfully, his recompense is Hell, therein dwelling forever, and Allah
will be wroth with him and will curse him, and prepare for him a mighty
chastisement; (Qur., 4:93). Thus, Alldh does not curse a believer.

"Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, said: A/lGh has cursed the
unbelievers, and prepared for them a Blaze, therein to dwell forever; they
shall find neither protector nor helper; (Qur., 33:64-65). How can the case
[of the killer] is subject to the Will [of Alldh] — when his chastisement is
the Hell — by wroth and curse; and He has clarified it in His Book that he
is among the cursed ones?

"Also, He revealed about the property of the orphan for one who
devours it unjustly: Indeed those who devour the property of orphans
unjustly, devour fire in their bellies, and shall assuredly roast in a Blaze;
(Qur,, 4:10), that is, one who devours the property of an orphan, will come
on the Day of Judgement while the fire is burning in his belly, to the extent
that the flame will come out of his mouth so that everyone in that gathering
will recognize him/her as the consumer of the orphan's property.
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"Then He revealed concerning the measure: Woe fo the defrauders who
use short measures; (Qur., 83:1) He did not say woe unto anyone, until He
had called him an unbeliever. Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
said: Then woe to those who disbelieve for the scene of a dreadful day;,
(Qur., 19:37).

"Then He revealed about the covenant: Those who sell Alldh's covenant,
and their oaths, for a little price, there shall be no share for them in the
Hereafter; and Allah will not speak to them nor will He look at them on
the Day of Resurrection, nor will He purify them; and there is a painful
chastisement for them, (Qur., 3:77). So, al-khalaq is share, and he who has
no share in the Hereafier, by what means will he enter the Garden?

"And He revealed in Medina: The fornicator shall marry none but a
Jornicatress or an idolatress; and the fornicatress none shall marry her but a
Jornicator or an idolater, and that is forbidden for the believers; (Qur., 24:3).
Here Allah did not call the fornicator a believer, or the fornicatress a believer.
The Messenger of Allah (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) said — and the scholars have no doubt

in this saying: "The fornicator, at the time of committing fornication, is
not a believer; and the thief, at the time of stealing, is not a believer [too],
because if he has done that, it means that Faith has slipped off from him
like a garment slips off."

"Also, it was revealed in Medina: And those who accuse [chaste] women
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in wedlock, and then do not bring four witnesses, scourge them with eighty
stripes and do not accept any testimony of theirs ever; and these are the
transgressors, save those who repent after that and amend themselves, for
Allah is indeed All-Forgiving, All-Merciful; (Qur., 24:4-5). So, Alldh will rid
him [the accuser] of being called a believer as long as he remains constant
in slandering. Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, said: [What?] Is
he who has been a believer like unto him who has been ungodly? They are
not equal; (Qur., 32:18). So, Alldh made him a hypocrite. Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, said: The hypocrites — they are the ungodly, (Qur.,
9:67); and He, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, made him among the
friends of Iblis. He said: . . . save Iblis; he was one of the jinn and committed
ungodliness against his Lord's command; (Qur., 18:50). So, He cursed him
and said: Surely those who accuse the believing [chaste] women in wedlock
who are unaware [of the accusation] shall be accursed in this world and the
Hereafier, and there awaits them a mighty chastisement, on the day when
their tongues, their hands and their feet shall testify against them as to what
they were doing; (Qur., 24:23-24). The bodily organs will not testify against a
believer, rather against whom the word of chastisement is realized. As for the
believer he will be given his book in his right hand. Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, said: . . . and whoso is given his book in his right hand —
they will read their book, and they will not be wronged a single date-thread,
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(Qur,, 17:71). The chapter of "The Light" was revealed after the chapter of
"The Women", and the proof of that is that Allah, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, revealed to him [the Holy Prophet] in the chapter of "The Women":
Should any of your women commit indecency, call four witnesses against
them from yourselves, and if they witness, then detain them in their houses
until death takes them, or AllGh appoints for them a way; (Qur., 4:15). Thus,
the way [as-sabil] is what, Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, said
[in the following verses]: A4 slirah that We have sent down and prescribed
it; and We have sent down in it clear signs, so that you may remember. The
Jornicatress and the fornicator — scourge each one of them a hundred stripes,
and in the matter of Allah's religion, let no tenderness for them seize you if
you believe in Allah and the Last Day; and let a party of the believers witness
their chastisement; (Q., 24:1-2).

1522-2. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Abmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Muhammad ibn Ismi‘1l (~) Muhammad ibn Fudayl (-) Abt 's-Sabbiah al-
Kinani that Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"It was said to the Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.): 'If someone bears
witness that "There is no god save Alldh and that Muhammad (s.a. ‘a.w.a.)
is the Messenger of Alldh" is he a believer?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: "Then where
are the ordinances (fardid) of Allah?""
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He [al-Kindni] said: "And I heard him [AbG Ja‘far, ‘a.s.] saying:
"“All (‘a.s.) used to say: "If al-imdn had been merely an utterance,” then
neither fasting nor prayer nor halél or hardm would have been sent down."'"
He [al-Kindni] said: "And 1 said to Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.): 'There is a group
among us who say: "If one bears witness that 'there is no god save Allah
and that Muhammad (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) is the Messenger of Alldh', then he is a
believer."' He [ ‘a.s.] said: "Why then — for executing the Divine ordinance
— are they whipped [when one commits adultery or drinks alcohol]; and
why are their hands cut [when they steal]? Alldh, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty, has not created a creature more honorable to Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, than a believer, for even the angels are the
servants of the believers; and that the close proximity to Allzh is (reserved)
for the believers; and that the Garden is for the believers; and that the wide-
eyed Houris are for the believers.' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Why then, is one
who rejects the religious obligations, an unbeliever?'"

1523-3. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim () Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-) Yunus that Saldim
al-Ju‘ff said:

"I asked Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) about al-imdn. He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'al-Imén is
that Allah should be obeyed and that He should not be disobeyed.'"

22. i.e.: By pronouncing the shahddatayn [there is no god save Alldh and that Muhammad
(s.a. ‘aw.a.) is the Messenger of Allah}.
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Chapter on
That al-Tmdn is Spread Out in all
The Limbs of The Body

1524—1. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Bakr ibn Silih that al-Qasim
ibn Burayd, said: Abii ‘Amr az-Zubayri related to us from Abt ‘Abdilldh
(‘a.s.). He said:

"I said to him: 'O learned man! Tell me which of the deeds is the best
before Allah?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: "That without which Alldh does not accepts
anything else.' I said: 'And what is that?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'al-Iman (Faith) in
Allah, besides Whom there is no other god except He, the highest deed in
rank, the noblest in status and the most sublime in rank.'"

He (Abi ‘Amr) said: "I said: 'Would you inform me (more) about al-
Imdn, 1s it words and action or words without action?' He { ‘a.s.] said: 'al-
Iman is all an action (in itself) and the words are (only) a part of the action;
as an ordinance from Allgh that is clarified in His Book, its light is manifest
and its proof is established. The Book (Qur’an) bears witness to it?* and it
invites towards that (al-imén).'"

23. 'It' referring to the fact that al-imdn is not just words but an action, part of which is the
words.
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He [the narrator] said: "I said: 'Describe it to me, may I be made
your ransom! So that I may understand it?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'al-Imdn has
states, levels, degrees and stations. Some of it is perfect, the complete in
its perfection, and some of it is defective, which is clear in its deficiency
and some of it is preponderant whose preponderance is incremental.' |
said: 'Then Faith (a/-iman) can be perfect, defective and incremental.’ He
[‘a.s.] said: "Yes." I said: 'How is that? He [ ‘a.s.] said: "Because Alldh, the
Blessed and the Sublime, enjoined al-imdn upon the limbs of the Children
of Adam, then He divided it and separated it among them. So, there is
not among its limbs even one limb but it is charged with al/-imdn other
than what other limb is charged with. Then there is his heart, by which he
reasons, perceives and understands, and it is the commander of his body,
that other limbs do not let in or out (anything) without its opinion and
order. And among them are his eyes, by which he sees; his ears by which
he hears; his hands by which he stretches; his legs by which he walks; his
private parts by which he has sexual intercourse; his tongue by which he
speaks and his head which contains his face. So, there is not even one limb
but it is charged with a/-imdn, different from what other limb is charged
with by an ordinance from Allh, Blessed is His name. The Book speaks of
it and bears witness to it.
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"'So, what He ordained for the heart is different from what He ordained
for the hearing; what He ordained for the hearing is different from what He
ordained for the two eyes; what He ordained for the two eyes is different
from what He ordained for the tongue; what He ordained for the tongue is
diferent from what He ordained for the two hands; what He ordained for
the two hands is different from what He ordained for the two legs; what He
ordained for the two legs is different from what He ordained for the private
parts; and what He ordained for the private parts is different from what
He ordained for the face. As for what He ordained for the heart from al-
iman is: the confession, cognition, compect, contentment and submission
that there is no god save Alldh, Alone, He has no partner; the One God,
has not taken to Himself either a consort or a son; and that Muhammad
(s.a. ‘a.w.a.) is His servant and His Messenger, and the confession to what
came from Allih whether a prophet or a book. So, that is what Alldh
enjoined upon the heart, in terms of confession and cognition, that is its
action which is the Word of Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty:

. excepting him who has been compelled, and his heart is still at rest
in his belief [Faith], but whosoever's breast is expanded in unbelief, . . .
(Qur., 16:106). And He said: Certainly! By Allah's remembrance are the
hearts at rest; (Qur., 13:28); and He said: . . . such as those who say with
their mouths "We believe" but their hearts believe not," (Qur., 5:41); and
He said: . . . and whether you reveal what is in your hearts or hide it, Allgh
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shall make reckoning with you for it. Then He will forgive whomever He
wishes and chastise whomever He wishes, . . . (Qur., 2:284). So, that is, what
Allih, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has enjoined upon the heart of
confession and cognition, is its action which is the root of a/-iman.

"'And Alldh made incumbent upon the tongue: speech, and cxpression
from the heart of what it has believed and confessed. Alldh, the Blessed
and the Sublime, said: . . . and speak kindly to people, . . . (Qur., 2:83); and
He said: Say: "We believe in AllGh, and in that which has been sent down
on us, (2:136) and what has been sent down to you, our God and your God
is One, and to Him we have surrendered, (Qur., 29:46). So, this is what
Alldh enjoined on the tongue and it is its action.

"'And He made incumbent upon the ears to refrain from listening to
what Alldh has forbidden and to turn away from what is not lawful for it of
what Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has prohibited it, and to
lend an ear to what displeases Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty.
So, He said in this respect: Certainly, He has sent down upon you in the
Book that when you hear Alldh's signs being disbelieved and made mock
of, do not sit with them until they plunge into some other talk, . .. (Qur.,
4:140). Then Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, made exception in
the case of forgetfulness and said: . . . but if Satan makes thee forget, then
do not sit, after remembering, with the people of the evildoers; (Qur., 6:68).
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And He said: So give thou good tidings to my servants who give ear to the
word [of Allah] and follow the best of it. They are the ones whom Alldh has
guided, and it is they who possess intellect; (Qur., 39:17-18). Also, He, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty, said: Prosperous are the believers, who
in their prayers are humble and from idle talk turn away and at alms giving
are active; (Qur., 23:1-4). And He said: When they hear idle talk, they turn
away from it and say: "We have our deeds, and you have your deeds; (Qur.,
28:55). And He said: . .. and when they pass by idle talk, pass by with
dignity; (Qur., 25:72). So, this is what Alldh made incumbent upon the ears
in terms of Faith (a/-imdn), not to listen to what is unlawful, and that is its
action, and it is a part of Faith.

"And He made incumbent upon the eyes not to look at what Allzh [s.w.¢.]
has forbidden and to refrain from what Alldh [s.w.£.] has prohibited as being
unlawful to it, and that is its action which is a part of Faith. So, He, the
Blessed and the Sublime, said: Say fo the believers, that they cast down their
eyes and guard their private parts; (Qur., 24:30). So, He prohibited men
from looking at their private parts, and that a man should not look at his
brother's private parts, and should guard his private parts against the watch
of others. And He said: And say to the believing women, that they cast
down their eyes and guard their private parts, (Qur., 24:31) from looking
at one's sister's private parts, and should guard her private parts against
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being watched at.' And he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Whatever is in the Qur'an about
guarding the private parts, it is against fornication except this verse, which
is about (the prohibition of) looking at.

"'Then He arranged what He made incumbent upon the heart, the
tongue, the ears and the eyes in another verse and said: Not so did you cover
yourselves, that your hearing, your eyes and your skins should not bear
witness against you; (Qur., 41:22). The skins here mean the private parts
and thighs. And He said: And pursue not that thou hast no knowledge of;
the hearing, the sight, the heart — all of those shall be questioned of; (Qur.,
17:36). So, this is what Alldh has made incumbent upon the two eyes, by
casting down the eyes at what Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
has forbidden, and that is its action and it is a part of Faith (a/-iman).

" 'And Alldh made incumbent upon the (two) hands that they should
not be extended to what Alldh has forbidden but to extend them towards
what He, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has commanded. Also, He
made incumbent on them the (giving of) alms, keeping the ties of kinship,
struggling in the way of Alldh and the clealiness for prayer; So, He said: O
believers, when you stand up to pray wash your faces, and your hands up
to the elbows, and wipe your heads, and your feet up to the ankles; (Qur.,
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5:6). And He said: When you meet the unbelievers, smite their necks, then,
when you have made wide slaughter among them, tie fast the bonds, then
set them free, either by grace or ransom, till the war lays down its loads;,
(Qur., 47:4). This is what Alldh made incumbent upon the hands, because
the striking is a part of their cure.

"'And He made incumbent upon the [two] feet not to walk with them
towards something that is in disobedience to Alldh, and He, instead, made
incumbent upon them to walk towards what pleases Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty. So, He said: And walk not in the earth exultantly;
certainly thou wilt never tear the earth open, nor attain the mountains in
height; (Qur., 17:37). And He said: Be modest in thy walk, and lower thy
voice; the most hideous of voices is the ass's; (Qur., 31:19). Then He said
about what the hands and the feet have witnessed against their selves, and
about their owners in neglecting what Alldh, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, has commanded to and made incumbent upon them: On that day
(of Judgement) We shall set a seal on their mouths, and their hands shall
speak to Us, and their feet shall bear witness as to what they used to earn;
(Qur,, 36:65). So, this too is what Alldh made incumbent upon the (two)
hands and the (two) feet, and it is their actions and is a part of Faith.

"' And He made incumbent upon the face to prostrate before Him in the
day and night; and during the times of the prayers. Then He said: O you
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have faith! Bow down and prostrate yourselves, and worship your Lord,
and do good, so that you may prosper; (Qur., 22:77). So, this is an all-
inclusive ordinance that includes the face, the hands and the feet. And He
said in another place: The places of worship belong to Allah, so do not
invoke anyone along with Allah; (Qur., 72:18). He also said concerning
what He made incumbent upon the limbs in terms of ablution and prayers
with them — and that is when Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
sent His Prophet (s.a. ‘aw.a.) to the Ka‘bah from al-Baytu 'l-Muqgaddas*
— So, Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, revealed: A/lah would
never leave your faith (al-imdn) to waste. Indeed Allah is All-gentle with
the people, All-compassionate; (Qur., 2:143). Thus, He called the prayer:
"al-iman"; so whoever meets Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
having guarded all his limbs, and fulfilled what Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, made incumbent upon every limb of limbs, will meet
Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, with his perfected al-imdn, and
he will be of the inhabitants of the Garden. And whoever betrays anything
of it (that was entrusted to him) or exceeded what Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, commanded about them, will meet Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, with imperfect al-iman.'

24. The Night of Ascension (al-mi ‘raj).
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"I'said: 'Thave understood (the meaning of) the perfection and imperfection
of al-iméan, so where does its increment come from?' So, he [ ‘a.s.] said: "The
Word of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: Whenever a stirah is
sent down, some of them® say, "Which of you has this increased in belief?"
As for those who have faith, it increases them in faith and they rejoice. But
as for those in whose heart is sickness, it increases in them abomination
to their abomination, . .. (Qur., 9:124-5); and He said: We relate to thee
their story with the truth; they were indeed youths who had faith in their
Lord, and We increased them in guidance; (Qur., 18:13). Thus, if al-imdn
was only monotony, having neither increment nor any imperfection, no one
would have had any excellence over the other. Thus, the (Divine) graces
would have been equal and people would have all been on the same level,
while excelling (each other) would have been negated. However, it is by the
perfection of al-iman that the believers will enter the Garden, and by the
increment in al-imdn that the believers excel (each other) in degrees before
Allzh; and it is by imperfection that the neglectful will enter the Fire.'"

1525-2. A group of our co-sectarians (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid
(~) his father; *and Muhammad ibn Yahya () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is3,
both of them (—) al-Barqi (-) an-Nadr ibn Suwayd (—) Yahya ibn ‘Imran al-
Halabi (—) ‘Ubaydullah ibn [al-Hasan (—) al-Hasan ibn] Hariin who said:

25. i.e.: The hypocrites.
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"Abt ‘Abdilladh (‘a.s.) said to me: 'Indeed the hearing, the eyesight, the
heart — all of these are accountable; (Qur., 17:36).' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The
hearing will be questioned about what it heard; and the eyesight, what it
saw; and the heart, what it attached itself to.'"

1526-3. Abu ‘Alt al-Ash‘ari () Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbar (-)
Safwan or someone else () al-‘Ala’ (-) Muhammad ibn Muslim (-)
Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.), that he [Muhammad ibn Muslim] said:

"I asked him about a/-imdn and he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Testifying that there is
no god except Alldh [and that Muhammad is the Messenger of AllZh]; and
confirming what came from Allah [s.w.t.] and what is established in the
hearts, of the Faith by that.'"

He [the narrator] said: "I said: 'Isn't the testimony an action?' He [ ‘a.s.]
said: 'Yes, indeed.' I said: 'Is the action a part of a/-iman?' He [ ‘a.s.] said:
'Yes, al-imdn cannot exist without action, and action is from it. So, al-imdn
is not proven except by action.'"

1527-4. A group of our co-sectarians () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (-) ‘Uthmén ibn ‘Isd (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn Muskan (-) some of his
companions (—) Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.), that he (Ibn Muskan) said:

86

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAFI/ Belief and UnBelief Ch. 18 /VA-b Sy oleyr / JLQ(

36 e f e sl ety 8 0Ked g D

sl 1S 5 J 4 s 3y r)&.n}(l’:\;\ b 2ps D ey G 4 28
S8 500 o 55 0 G i i e 5y o 50 005 3 i
1o all 58 0 Snte g E 5 5 o S 8 8 B el e

Uuﬁ—f—?g&ﬁ&;
T T R R A e T R T
ﬁf&;b&uﬁ,ﬁdf&‘u&ulr%ddm g,\s)mdfucﬁf

Wt Lt it e ize e g ey B T 2 tAD .o

U whady W3es gy W3 a2l o ALY ggdwr»y\g;wb

Rt Ta Y VR B S S SRS SR D R AP NPV

Edis QY e Sy S aRks BAS W Lol g USae (s5ley Uy Uiy
A 335 JUE A anl Y Oy i OB, Gyl dl oty

° ‘s e, [ D - . ° -2 -”"of L% a9 A2

G o GE R gl il e 482 AR R £ 50 v es

* k k k x

"I said to him: "What is Isldim?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: "The religion of All4h, its
name is al-Isldm. It is the religion of Alldh before you are where you were
and even after you are.? So, whoever acknowledges the religion of Alldh,
then he is a Muslim; and whoever acts on what Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, has commanded to, then he is a believer.""

1528-5. From him (‘Abdulldh ibn Muskén) (—) his father (—) an-Nadr
ibn Suwayd (—) Yahya ibn ‘Imrdn al-Halabi (-) Ayyiib ibn al-Hurr that
Abii Baslr said:

"I was with Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.), and Saldm said to him [ ‘a.s.]: 'Khaythamah
ibn Abi Khaythamah relates to us from you that he asked you about Isldm and
you told him: "The Islam is (followed by) one who faces our direction, bears
witness to our testimony, devouts to our devoutness, loves (supports) our waliyy
(guardian), and is the enemy of our enemies, then he is (a true) Muslim."' He
[ ‘a.s.] then said: 'Khaythamah is right.' I said: 'He also asked you about a/-imdn
[Faith] and you said: "To have Faith in Alldh, belief in the Book of Alldh and
should not disobey Alldh."' He [ ‘a.s., again] said: 'Khaythamabh is right.'"

1529—6. Muhammad ibn Yahya (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-)
Ibn Ab1 ‘Umayr that Jamil ibn Darraj said:

26. Meaning 'before you existed in any world and even after you come to exist in one of
the worlds.' [al-Majlisi]
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"I asked Abii ‘Abdilladh (‘a.s.) about al-imdn, he {‘a.s.] said: 'The
testimony that there is no god except Alldh and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Alldh.'" He [Jamil] said: "I said: 'Is this is not an action
(al-‘amal)?" He [ ‘a.s.] said: "Yes, indeed.' I said: 'So, action is a part of al/-
iman? He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'His (the believer's) Faith is not confirmed except by
action, and action is a part of it (a/-iman).""

1530-7. One of our co-sectarians (-) ‘Al ibn al-‘Abbds () ‘Ali ibn
Maysir that Hammad ibn ‘Amr an-Nasibi said:

"A man asked the Learned (al-‘dlim, i.e., Miisd al-Kdzim), peace
be upon him: 'O al-‘Alim! Tell me which action is best with Allgh?' He
[‘a.s.] said: 'Something that no any action is accepted without that.’ So,
he [the man] said: 'And what is that?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Faith in Allah,
which is the top of the actions in rank, the most sublime in degree, and
the noblest in status.'

"I said: 'Tell me about Faith, is it a word and action, or a word without
action?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: Faith is action in entirety, and the word is a part
of that action, as an ordinance from Allih that He has clarified it in His
Book: manifest is its light, perminant is its proof; the Book [Qur'dn] bear
witness to it and invites towards it [a/-imdn].' 1 said: 'Describe for me
that so that I understand it.' So, he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'In fact, Faith has different
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states, ranks, classes and stations. Some of it is perfect that has attained
the utmost perfection; and some of it is imperfect that has attained the
utmost imperfection; and some of it is excessive which excess has pre-
ponderance.' I said: 'Then Faith can be complete, more or less?' He [ ‘a.s.]
said: "Yes.' I said: 'How is that?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Verily, Allah, the Blessed,
the Sublime, ordained Faith upon the limbs of the Children of Adam, and
devided and distributed it among them. So, there is not among its limbs
even one limb but it was charged by Faith other than what other limb was
charged with. Then there is his heart, by which he reasons, perceives and
understands, and it is the commander of his body, that other limbs do not
let in or out (anything) without its opinion and order. And among them are
his hands, by which he stretches them, and his legs by which he walks with
them, and his private parts by which he has sexual intercourse, his tongue
to which the Book will speak to it and bear witness to it; and his eyes by
which he sees, and his ears, by which he hears.

"' And He ordained for the heart what He did not ordain for the tongue;
and He ordained for the tongue what He did not ordain for the eyes; and He
ordained for the eyes what He did not ordain for the ears; and He ordained
for the ears what He did not ordain for the hands; and He ordained for the
hands what He did not ordain for the feet; and He ordained for the feet what
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He did not ordain for the private parts; and He ordained for the private parts
what He did not ordain for the face. As for what He ordained for the heart
from Faith is: the confirmation, realization, assent, submission, conclusion
and satisfaction that there is no god but Allah, the only One without any
partner, uniquely One, All-Embracing, He has not taken a spouse nor a son,
and that Muhammad (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) is His servant and His Messenger.'"

1531--8. Muhammad ibn al-Hasan (—) one of our co-sectarians (—) al-
Ash‘ath ibn Muhammad that Muhammad ibn Hafs ibn Khérijah said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying, when a man asked him about
what the Murjiah say about disbelief (kufr) and belief (a/-tmdn): 'They
argue against us and say: "Just as we consider one to be unbeliever, is also
unbeliever before Alldh. Likewise, we find a believer confessing his Faith
(al-iman) then he is a believer before Alldh."' Then he (‘a.s.) said: 'Glory
be to Alldh! And how can these two be equal? Unbelief is a confession
from the servant (of Allah, that there is no god), after his confession, he is
not obliged to present a proof; while a/-fman (Faith) is a claim that is not
valid except by proof; and its proof is his action and intention; when they
(action and intention) are united, then the servant is a believer before Alldh.
But unbelief is present in every aspect of these three aspects: intention,
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word or action. Verdicts are passed on the word and action. So, how many
are there whom the believers testify him with a/-imdn, and the verdicts of
the believers are passed (in favour) of him, yet he is an unbeliever before
Alldh. Verily, he who has passed the verdicts of the believers on him, on
apparent word and action, has done right.'"

—_19_
Chapter on
Precedence in al-Imdin

1532-1. ‘Al ibn Ibrdhim (~) his father (—) Bakr ibn Sailih that al-
Qdsim ibn Burayd said: Abl ‘Amr and az-Zubayri related to us from
Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) that he [az-Zubayri] said: )

"I said to him: 'Is there any degree and rank for a/-iman (Faith) that the
believers have preference over it with Alldh?' He { ‘a.s.] said: 'Yes' | said:
"Would you describe it to me, may Alldh have mercy upon you, so that [
can understand it?" He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Alldh made the believers to compete
with one another as the horses do on the day of competition. Then He
gives them preference (over others) according to their ranks in competition
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towards Him; and He appoints every one of them according to the rank of
his precedence. His right will not be lessened from that rank, and none can
precede the precedented one, nor the eminent one can be surpassed by the
lesser one. Thus, the foremost of this ummah surpass the ultimate one by
that. Had there been no any merit for the one who preceded in Faith over
the precedented one, then the last of this ummah would have reached the
first. Yes, indeed, you would have rather preceded them in Faith, in case,
there was no precedence over those who held it back. But due to the ranks
of Faith Allah has given precedence to the outsrippers, and due to tarrying
for Faith Alldh has delayed the negligents because we see some of the
believers who came later and had more acts (a ‘mal) than the former in
terms of prayer (salat), fast (sawm), pilgrimage (hajj), alms-giving (zakat),
striving in His way (jihdd) and disbursement (infdg). Had there not been
antecedents, by which the believers excel one another with Alldh, the last
ones would have preceded the first, owing to the abundence of their deeds.
But Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, refused to make one who
1s at the last ranks of Faith reach the first, and to advance one whom He left
behind, or to leave behind one whom He had advanced.”’

27. Firstly, priority and rank, in view of Allah, is not due to abundance of good acts (a'mal).
Secondly, the predicessors in al-imdn (Faith) have precedence over the later ones, and
their Faith has been the cause of the later ones' Faith, in spite of many difficulties and
hardships they had to face in their Faith through dissimulation and insufficiency of their
number as well as the persecution of the polytheists.
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"I said: "Would you tell me what Alldh, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, has assigned the believers to Himself in taking precedence in Faith?'
He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The Word of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty:
Race to forgiveness from your Lord, and a Garden as vast as the heavens and
the earth, prepared for those who have faith in AllGh and His Messenger;
(Qur., 57:21); and He said: And the Foremost Ones are the foremost ones:
they are the ones brought near [to Alldh], (Qur., 56:10-11). And He said:
And the Foremost Ones are the first of the Emigrants and the Helpers and
those who followed them in virtue, Alldh is pleased with them and they are
pleased with Him; (Qur., 9:100). So, He started with the early Emigrants, as
first, owing to the rank of their precedence; then He seconded the Helpers,
and, the third, those who followed them in virtue. Thus, He placed every
group according to their stations and ranks, with Himself. Then, Allah,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, mentioned what advantage He has
granted some of His walis (Saints) above others. So, He, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, said: These are the apostles, some of whom We gave an
advantage over others: of them are those to whom Alldh spoke, and some
of them He raised in rank, . . . (Qur., 2:253). Then He said: Certainly We
gave some prophets an advantage over others, . . . (Qur., 17:55); and He
said: See how We have made some of them to excel others, and certainly
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the Hereafter is greater in ranks and greater in excellence; (Qur., 17:21);
and He said: They are in ranks with Allah, . . . (Qur., 3:163); and He said:

. and He will give of His bouty to every man of grace, . . . (Qur., 11:3);
and He said: Those who believe, and have emigrated, and have struggled
in the way of AllGh with their possessions and their selves are mightier
in rank with Allah, . . . (Qur., 9:20); and He said: . . . Allah has preferred
those who struggle over the ones who sit back a mighty reward.: ranks from
Him, forgiveness, and mercy, . . . (Qur., 4:95-96); and He said: Not equal
is he among you who spent, and who fought before the victory; those are
mightier in rank than they who spent and fought afterwards, . .. (Qur,
57:10); and He said: . . . Allah will raise up in rank those of you who believe
and have been given knowledge, . . . (Qur., 58:11). Then He said: . . . that
is because they are smitten neither by thirst, nor fatigue, nor emptiness in
the way of AllGh, neither tread they any tread enraging the unbelievers, nor
gain any gain from any enemy, but a righteous deed is thereby written to
their account; . . . (Qur., 9:120). Then He said: . . . whatever good that you
send ahead for your souls, you shall find it with Allah, . .. (Qur., 2:110);
and He said: So whoever does an atom's weight of good will see it, and
whoever does an atom's weight of evil will see it, (Qur., 99:7-8). This is
the account of the ranks of al-iman (Faith) and their stations with Allah, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty.'
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-20-—
Chapter on
Ranks of al-Iman

1533-1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Abi ‘Abdillah (-)
al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib (—) ‘Ammair ibn Abi 'l-Ahwas that Aba ‘Abdillah
(‘a.s.) said:

"Alldh, to Whom belong Mighty and Majesty, has set up al-imdn (Faith)
on seven shares: piety, sincerity, certainty, contentment, faithfulness,
knowledge and forbearance. Then, He distributed that among the people,
so whoever has been granted with these seven shares is perfect and likely.
To some people He gave one share, to some others two shares, and others
three until it ended with seven." Then he [‘as.] said: "Do not burden
someone who possesses one share with two or who possesses two with
three so as to over load them (with what they cannot bear)." So, he [ ‘a.s.]
continued in that manner until he ended with [the] seven.

1534-2. Abi ‘Alf al-Ash‘art (—) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi '1-Jabbar* and
Muham-mad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is3, both of them
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(-) Ibn Faddal (-) al-Hasan ibn al-Jahm (=) Abu 'l-Yaqdén (-) Ya‘qub ibn
ad-Dahhdk (—) a man among our co-sectarians who was a saddler and a
servant to Abii ‘Abdilladh (‘a.s.) said:

"When Abil ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) was in al-Hirah, (one day) he [ ‘a.s.] sent
me (away) for a task along with some of his companions." He [the saddler]
said: "So, we went there and returned at sunset." He said: "My bed was
situated in the enclosure where we were staying. So, I returned while I was
tired and throw myself on it [bed]; suddenly Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) approached
me and said: 'Here we are.' So, I sat up and he sat on the bed. Then he (‘a.s.)
asked me about what he had sent me for, and I informed him; so he thanked
Alldh. Then a discussion took place about some people (gawm), 1 said: 'May
I be made your ransom! We quit them because they do not believe in what
we believe.'" The saddler said: "He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'They love us, and they do
not believe in what you believe. Do you quit them?'" He said: "I said: 'Yes.'
He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'So, there are certain facts with us that are not with you; then
is it right for us to quit you?'" He said: "I said: 'No. May I be made your
ransom!' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Also, there are certain facts with Alldh that are
not with us. Do you think that He would discard us?'" He said: "I said: 'No,
by Alldh. May I be made your ransom! We will not do??® He [ ‘a.s.] then
said: 'So turn towards them and do not quit them, for there are, among the

28. i.e., "We shall not quit them." [ed.]
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Muslims, some who possess one share, some two, some three, some four,
some five, some six and some who possess seven shares.

"'So, it is not appropriate to burden the possessor of one share with what
is with the possessor of two, nor the possessor of two shares with what is
with the possessor of three, nor the possessor of three shares with what is
with the possessor of four, nor the possessor of four shares with what is
with the possessor of five, nor the possessor of five shares with what is
with the possessor of six, nor the possessor of six shares with what is with
the possessor of seven shares. Now, I will strike a similitude for you: A
[Muslim] man had a Christian neighbour whom he invited to embrace Islam
after having decked out fair to him, so he accepted [Islam]. Then he came, at
dawn, and knocked at his door. The latter asked: "Who is it?" He said: "I am
so-and-so." He asked him: "What do you want?" He [the man] said: "Make
your ablution, wear your garments and let's go for the prayer."' He [ ‘a.s.]
said: 'So, he made his ablution, wore his garments and went out with him,.'
He [‘a.s.] said: 'So, they prayed whatever Alldh wished (md sha'a ‘liGh),
then they prayed fajr (dawn) prayer, and stayed [in the mosque] until the
morning. Then the ex-Christian stood up with the intention of going home.
So, the man said to him: "Where are you going? The day is short and what
is left between you and midday (zuhr) prayer is a little time?"' He [ ‘a.s.]
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said: 'Then he sat down with him until they prayed the midday prayer. Then
he said: "There is only a short time between the midday and the afternoon
(‘asr) prayer." So, he seized him until they prayed the afternoon prayer.
Then he stood up (again) and wanted to go home. He {the man] said to
him: "This is the last part of the day which is shorter than the beginning."
So he made him stay until the sunset (maghrib) prayer, after which the man
wanted to leave for home but he said to him: "There is only one more prayer
left."' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Then he remained there until he said the night (‘isha”)
prayer — the last [prayer], after that they separeted. So, next day, at dawn, he
knocked at his [new convert's] door who inquired: "Who is it?" He said: "I
am so-and-so." He said: "What do you want?" The man said: "Make your
ablution, wear your garments and come out for the prayer." He [the convert)
said: "Look, for this religion, someone who is freer than me, for I am a
poor man with a large family."' Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'So, he made
him enter in something then drove him out from that.' or he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'He
admitted him like this, and drove him out like this.'"
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Another Chapter from the Above

1535-1. Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) al-Hasan ibn Misa (—) Ahmad ibn
‘Umara (-) Yahya ibn Aban that Shahab said:

"l heard Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: 'Had people knew how Alldh,
the Blessed, the Sublime, created this creation, none would have blamed
one another?' Then I said: 'May Alldh make you prosper.! How is that?'
He [‘a.s.] said: 'Alldh, the Blessed, the Sublime, created parts which
reached upto forty-nine parts. Then He divided each part into ten parts and
distributed them between the creation. He gave to a man one-tenth of a
part, and to another two-tenth of a part until it ended with a complete part.
And He gave to another one part and one-tenth; and to another one part and
two-tenth; and to another one part and three-tenth, until He made them two
complete parts. Then following that order He went so far as giving the best
man forty-nine parts. So, one who has only one-tenth of the part cannot
be like the one who has two-tenth, neither one who has two-tenth can be
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like the one who has three-tenth. Likewise, he who has one complete part
cannot be like the one who has two parts. Had people knew that Alldh, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty, created this creation on this condition,
none would have blamed one another."

1536-2. Muhammad ibn Yahyi (—) Muhammad ibn Ahmad (-) some
of his co-sectarians (—) al-Hasan ibn ‘Al ibn Ab1 ‘Uthmén (—) Muhammad
ibn ‘Uthmén (-) Muhammad ibn Hammad al-Khazz3z that ‘Abdu 'l-‘Aziz
al-QaratTsT said:

"Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said to me: 'O ‘Abdu'l-‘Aziz! al-Imdn (Faith)
has ten steps like a ladder that one climbs stair by stair. So, one who is on
the second stair cannot say to the one who is on the first: "You stand on
nothing," and so on up to the one who is on the tenth (stair). So, do not
tumble the one who is beneath you otherwise you will be tumbled by the
one who is above you. Thus, when you see someone who is lower than you
in a rank, attract him towards yourself with kindness and do not impose on
him with what he cannot endure so as to brake him down, because he who
brakes a believer will have to compensate him."

1537-3. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ts3 ()
Muhammad ibn Sinin (=) Ibn Muskan that Sadir said:
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"Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said to me: 'The believers have different degrees.
Some of them have one; some have two; some have three; some have four;
some have five; some have six and some have seven. So, if you burden
the owner of one (degree) with two he cannot manage with; or the owner
of two with three, he cannot manage with; or the owner of three with four
he cannot manage with; or the owner of four with five, he cannot manage
with; or the owner of five with six, he cannot manage with; or the owner of
six with seven, he cannot manage with; and so on .""

1538-4. From him [Sadir] () ‘Alf ibn al-Hakam (-) Muhammad ibn
Sindn () as-Sabbah ibn Saydbah that Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"What's the matter with you and the withdrawal, that quits you from one
another. Surely, some believers are better than others; some of them offer
more prayers than others, and some have more discernment than others,
and these are the ranks (of Faith)."
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Chapter on
The Attribution of Islam

1539-1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid that one of our co-sectarians rafa ‘ahu said:

"The Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.) said: 'T shall surely attribute
Isldam (to you) with the attribute that no-one had attributed it before me and
no-one will attribute it after me just like this (attribution). Indeed, Islam
is submission, submission is certainty, certainty is belief (faith), belief is
confession, confession is action and action is execution. Verily, a believer
has not taken his religion from his own opinion, but he has been given
by his Lord and he has taken it. Surely, the believer sees his certainty in
his action and the unbeliever (too) sees his denial in his action. I swear
by He Who has my soul in His hand that they have not perceived their
(religious) affairs. So, take a warning from the denial of the unbelievers
and the hypocrites by their wicked actions.'"

1540-2. From him [Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid] (-) his
father (—) ‘Abdulldh ibn al-Qasim (—) Mudrik ibn ‘Abdi 'r-Rahman that
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Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) said: 'Isldm is nude, its dress
is shyness, its beauty is dignity, its manliness is a righteous deed and its
pillar is piety, and to everything there is a foundation, and the foundation
of Isldm is our love — the Ahlu 'I-bayt."

*‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim () his father (-) ‘Al ibn Ma‘bad (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn
al-Qasim (-) Mudrik ibn ‘Abdi 'r-Rahmin (-) Aba ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) — the
same tradition.

1541-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
‘Abdu 'l-‘Azim ibn ‘Abdilldh al-Hasani (-) Abad Ja‘far, I (‘a.s.) (-) his
father that his grandfather, the blessing of Alldh be upon them, said:

"The Commander of the Faithful, peace be upon him, said: 'The
Messenger of Allah (s.a. ‘a.w.a.) said: "Verily, Alldh created Islam and made
for it a court-yard, (with) a light, a fortress and a helper. As for its courtyard
is Qur'dn, its light is wisdom, its fortress is courtesy and its helper are: I,
my Ahlu 'I-bayt and our partisans (sh?‘atund, i.e., Shi‘ahs). Then, love my
Ahlu 'I-bayt, their partisans and their helpers, because when I was carried to
the near heaven, Jibril (‘a.s.) attributed me to the inhabitants of the heaven,
Allh filled my love and the love of my Ahlu ‘I-bayt and the love of their
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partisans in the hearts of the Angels. Thus, it (the love) is a trust with them
till the Day of Judgment. Then he (Jibril) made me descend to the people of
the earth and he attributed me to the people of the earth. Thereupon Allah,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, filled my love and the love of my
Ahlu 'I-bayt and their partisans in the hearts of the (true) believers of my
ummah. Thus, the (true) believers of my ummah are protecting my trust in
my Ahlu 'I-bayt till the Day of Judgment. Verily, if a man from my ummah
worshipped Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, all his lifetime,
then he comes to meet Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, with
hatred towards my Ahlu 'I-bayt and my followers (shi‘ati), Allah will not
clear away his breast but with hypocrisy."'"

104

https://downloadshiabooks.com/





