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.. fromHisham ibn Salim and Hammad ibn ‘“Uthman and others,
said: We heard Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) saying:

My Tradition is the Tradition of my father;
and the Tradition of my father is the Tradition of my grandfather;
and the Tradition of my grandfather is the Tradition of alHusayn;
and the Tradition of alHusayn is the Tradition of alHasan;
and the Tradition of alHasan is the Tradition of Amiru
FMu'minin (‘a.s.);
and the Tradition of Amiru 'FMu minin is the Tradition of the
Messenger of AllGh(s.a.'awa.);
and the Tradition of the Messenger of AlGK(s.a. ‘a.w.a.)is the
Word of Alldih, to Whom belong Might and Maesty.

(al-Kafi, vol.1, p.51.)

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



In the Name of Alldh
The All-Compassionate, The All-Merciful

Praise belongs to Alldh, the Lord of all Being;
the All-Compassionate, the All-Merciful;
the Master of the Day of Judgement.

Thee only we serve; and to Thee alone we pray
for succour.

Guide us in the straight path,
the path of those whom Thou hast blessed,
not of those against whom Thou art wrathful,
nor of those who are astray.

%* %* * * *

O' Allah! Send your blessings to the head of
your messengers and the last of
your prophets,
Muhammad and his pure and cleansed progeny.
Also send your blessings to all your
prophets and envoys.
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Benediction upon the Holy Prophet (s)

The Holy Prophet replies to their question: "How can we
invoke blessings on you?" He replied:

Say:
O’ Allah! Send blessings on Muhammad
and the Household of Muhammad .

Ibn Dawiid, as-Sunan, vol. 1, p. 224.
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TRANSLITERATION
ARABIC LETTERS
Symbol  Transliteration Symbol Transliteraion
¢ ? S k
< b J 1
el t é m
< th J n
d i ° h
c h 3 w
< kh & y
2 d ® ah, at ( construct
3 dh state)
J r J article al- and ’1
B z (even before the
s s antepalatals)
8 sh Long Vowels
U $ i i
U d 9 a
L t ¢ 1
L z
e ¢ Short Vowels
d gh a
«a f u
a q i

Xiv
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CAUTION

I — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of al-Kdfi:
"A group of our associated", quoting from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is3,
the Group here means the following five persons: -
1. Ab Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Yahy3 al-‘ Attir al-Qummi;
2. ‘Alf ibn Miisa ibn Ja‘far al-Kamandanf;
3. Abii Sulaymin Dawiid ibn Kawrah al-Qummj,
4. Abi ‘All Ahmad ibn IdrTs ibn Ahmad al-Ash‘ari al-Qummi; and
5. Abu 'lI-Hasan ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim ibn Hashim al-Qummi.
II — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of al-Kdfi:
"A group of our associates", quoting from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid al-Barqi, the Group here means the following four persons:-
1. Abu 'l-Hasan ‘Alf ib Ibrdhim ibn Héshim al-Qumm;
2. Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah ibn Udhaynah;
3. Ahmad ibn ‘Abdillzh ibn Umayyah; and
4. ‘Al ibn al-Husayn as-Sa‘d-Abadi.
II1 — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the the book of a/-Kafi:
"A group of our associates", quoting from Sahl ibn Ziyad, the Group here
means the following four person:-
1. Abu 'lI-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrdhim ibn Abdn ar-Réazi,
who is renowned with ‘Alldn al-Kulaynr,;
2. Abu 'l-Husayn Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Abdillah Ja‘far ibn Muhammad
ibn ‘Awn al-Asadr al-Kiff, resident of Ray;
3. Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn Farriikh as-Saffar al-Qummi; and
4, Muhammad ibn ‘Aqil al-Kulayni.

IV — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of al-Kafi:
"A Group of our associates", quoting from Ja‘far ibn Muhammad who
quoted from al-Hasan ibn ‘Al ibn Faddl, one of them is, Ab ‘Abdillah
al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Imran ibn Abi Bakr al-Ash‘art al-Qummi.

* * k % *

XV
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LIST OF

Technical terms and special signs used in the Traditions

bt =y,
53))
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I e fade
P Lagole/pgele

that is: "informed us" or "told us".
that is: "narrated to us".
that is: "related” or "reported to us".

that is: a narrator mentions the name/s of
persons/s from whom he narrated, but the
later narrator/s omit his/their names.

that is: "quoted from", signified by the signs
).

that is: quoting (a Tradition) from the
Prophet or Imdm without describing the

linking sources between the narrator and the
Prophet or Imam.

that is: starting of a new chain of narration.

that is: peace and blessing of Alldh be
upon him (the Prophet) and his progeny
(p.b.uh.ahp.).

that is: peace be upon him/her (p.b.u.h.).

that is: peace be upon them (p.b.u.t.).

XVI
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INTRODUCTION TO
THE SECOND VOLUME OF USUL AL-KAFI

Our infinite thanks are due to the Beneficient Allah that after a painful
delay that took place in the translation and publication of another part of
Usdl from the book of a/-Kdfi, now, by the Grace of the Almighty Allah,
this Organization has seriously decided to expedite the work of translation
and publication of the second volume of the book.

Though we lost the services of most of the scholarly group who
worked in the translation of the first volume, nevertheless, we have been
able — by the Help of the Almighty Alldh — to acquire valuable resources
with renewed scholarly control. This has given us the initiative for rapid
progress of the work.

The question of morality is one of the most important issues of thc day.
Whenever forces of materialism indulge in excesses, the necessity to work
in the field of morality becomes more obvious and urgent. Materialism
leades to oppresion, humiliation, degradation of human character and
increases social insecurity. Fortunately, this second volume of Usii/ al-Kafi
generally deals with morality and a part of it deals with supplication and
the Holy Qur'dn.

According to undeniable Hadithu 'th-Thaqalayn and most of the
indisputable narrations from the Shi‘ah and the Sunni that the Holy Qur'an
and the Household of the Holy Prophet (4h/u ‘I-Bayt), peace be upon them,
are the Two Inseparable Entities, each perfect in itself, reflecting the others.
Thus, it is necessary that we should hold fast to these Two Inseparable Ones
so that we remain safe from getting astray.

Xix
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This collection of al-Kaft is the teachings of the Ahlu 'I-Bayt (‘a.s.),
and they should be thought along with the Holy Qur'an for the quidance of
the ummabh.

Finally, we implore upon Allah to affect our work purely for His
pleasure, and to help us to complete this work, which we have started. May
Alldh guide us in this step which we have taken and in the future steps, for
He is the best Master and the best Helper.

World Organization for Islamic Services
(W.O.FLS.)

17/3/1433
10/2/2012
Tehran — Iran.
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USUL AL-KAFI

The Book of
BELIEF AND UNBELIEF
Chapter 23 to 46
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~23—
Chapter on
The Characteristics of a Believer

1542—-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Tsa (-)
al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib (-) Jamil ibn Salih () ‘Abdu '-Malik ibn Ghalib
that Abl ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"A believer deserves to have eight characteristics: 1) Dignified against
difficulties, i1) endurance against calamities, iii) thankful when in comfort,
iv) content with what Alldh has provided him (of sustenance), v) does
not mistreat his enemies, vi) does not take upon himself a burden (of sin
for the sake) of his friends, vii) putting himself in trouble (for the sake of
satisfying people's needs) and, viii) because of him (and his efforts) people
are at case. '

"Verily, knowledge is the friend of a believer and steadfast in patience.
Reason (‘aq/) commands his character. Kindness is like his brother, and
piety is like his father."

105
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1543-2. ‘Ali ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (-) an-Nawfali (-) as-Sakiin1 ()
Abi ‘Abdillah that his father (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful, may the blessing of Allah be upon him,
said: Belief is base on four principles: i) The trust in Alldh, ii) Entrusting
all the affairs to Alldh, iii) Contentment to Allah's will, and iv) Surrender to
Alldh's command, to Whom belong Might and Majesty.'"

1544-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khailid (-) his father (-) the person whom he mentioned (-) Muhammad
ibn ‘Abdi 'r-Rahman ibn Abi Layla (-) his father that Abt ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.)
said:

"You will not be pious until you have knowledge (of religion), and you
will not recognize it until you confirm it, and you will not confirm it until
you surrender to Four Doors, belief of the first depends on believing the
last one. Those who believed only three have been mislead and strayed far
away. Verily, Alldh, the Almighty, the Sublime, does not accept anything
except the righteous deed, and He only acknowledges the fulfilment of
conditions and covenants. He who is faithful to the conditions of Alldh and
carry out what has been described in His covenant will receive what is with
Alldh and thus His promise will fulfilled. Verily, Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, has informed His servants of the paths of guidance,
and has assigned light on those paths and informed them how they should

106
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follow the path. So, He said: Indeed 1 am All-forgiving to him who repents
and believes, and does righteousness, and at last is guided; (Qur., 20:82);
and He said: . .. Allah accepts only from the god-fearing; (Qur., 5:27).
Thus he who fears Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, in what he
ordered him, will meet Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, while he
is a believer in what has been brought to Muhammad (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.). Oh!
Oh! People passed away and died before they were guided. They thought
that they were believers while they were idolaters but they did not know.
He who enters a house through its door is guided, and he who chooses other
way (for entrance) has gone astray. Alldh has decreed the obedience of His
waliyyi 'I-amr’ is equal to the obedience of His Messenger (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.),
and the obedience of His Messenger as His obedience. Therefore, he who
gives up the obedience of wildti 'I-amr has not obeyed Alldh and His
Messenger, and that is the confirmation to what was revealed from Allgh:
Take your adornment at every place of worship; . . . (Qur., 7:31), and search
for: the houses where Allah has permitted to be raised and his name to be
celebrated;. . . (Qur., 24:36), because Alldh has informed you that they: are
men whom neither commerce nor trafficking diverts from the remembrance
of Allah — to Whom belong Might and Majesty — and to perform the prayer,
and to pay the alms, fearing a day when hearts and eyes shall be turned
about, (ibid.: vr.37).

1. One vested with authority, i.e., the successor of the Holy Prophet of Islam.

107
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"Verily, Allah chose the Messengers to loyal to His command, then He
appointed them to be faithful to that end in His warnings, and said: . . . and
there is not a nation but a warner has passed in it, (Qur., 35:24). He who
ignored has strayed, and he who reasoned and opened his eyes was guided.
Verily, Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: It is not the eyes
that are blind, but blind are the hearts within the breasts, (Qur., 22:46).
How can one be guided who cannot see? Also, how can one who was not
warned can have insight?

"Follow the Messenger of Allzh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) and confess what was
sent (to him) from AllZh and follow the traces of guidance, since they are
the signs of trust and piety. Hence, know that if a man denies ‘Is3 ibn
Maryam (‘a.s.) and accepts the rest of the Messengers, he is not a believer.
Pursue the way to reach the lighthouse, and seek for the signs from behind
the veils, so that you may accomplish your religion and belief in All&h,
your Lord."

1545-4. From him () his father (—) Sulayman al-Ja‘fari (—) Abu 'l-Hasan
ar-Rid4 that his father (‘a.s.) said:

"Some people were taken to the Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.ws.)
during some of his expeditions (ghazawdt) against infidels. He said: "Who
are these people?' They said:" (We are) believers, O Messenger of Allah!'
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He said: "What is the grade of your belief?' They said: 'Patience against
calamity, thankful against trials, and content with the Divine decree.' The
Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) then said: 'These are the attributes of
those who are patient among the scholars that due to the access of knowledge
they are near to (the rank) of prophets. If you are as you described, then do
not construct what you do not live in, and do not collect what you do not
eat and fear Alldh to Whom you will be returned.'"

—24—
A Chapter

1546—1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim () his father* and Muhammad ibn Yahyi (-)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi* and A group of our co-sectarians (-)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khilid, both of them () al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib
(-) Ya‘qiib as-Sarrdj (—) Jabir (-) Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) and through different
chains of transmission that al-Agbagh ibn Nubdtah said:

"Once the Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.) addressed us in his house"
— or he said: "in a building — where we were gathered, then he, may the
grace of Alldh be upon him, ordered to write it down, and then it was read
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to people. Another one narrated that Ibnu 'l-Kawwa’ asked the Commander
of the Faithful (‘a.s.) about the characteristics of Islam, belief, disbelief
and hypocrisy. Then he [ ‘a.s.] said:

" "Now then, verily Alldh, the Blessed, the Sublime, prescribed Islam and
made its prescriptions easy for those who enter it; fortified its principles for
those who oppose it; made it an honour for those who accept its authority;
a safe place for those who enter into it; a guidance for those who follow
it; an adornment for those who drape it; an excuse for those who apply it;
a handle for those who cling (firmly) to it; a (strong) rope for those who
hold it fast; a proof for those who argue with it; a light for those who seek
brightness, a helper for those who seek help of it, an evidence for those
who argue with it; a victory for those who dispute with it; a knowledge
for those who give ear to it; a tradition for those who narrate, a decree for
those who judge; a tolerance for those who experience it; a dress for those
who contemplate; an intellect for those who become clever; a certainty for
those who reason; and a vision for those who decide; a sign for those who
characterize; a lesson for those who accept advice; and a rescue for those
who certify; a deliberation for those who amend; an approach for those
who seek nearness; a trust for those who rely; a comfort for those who
entrust; a prize for those who do good (deeds); a goodness for those who
hasten; a shield for those who bear patiently; a dress for those who fear
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(Allah); a supporter for those who are on the right way; a shelter for those
who believe; a peace for those who accept Islam; a hope for those who
speak truly; a wealth for those who are content.

" 'This is the truth, guidance is its path, nobility is its sign, goodness is its
attribute, so its program is clear, its minaret is luminous, its light is bright,
its aim is high, its competition is short, its participants are gathered, its
reward is given fast, its chastisement is painful, its equipment is complete,
its riders are noble.

"'Therefore, beliefis its program, good deeds are its minaret, understand-
ing is its lights, the world is its playground, death is its end, the resurrection
is its gathering (of the participants), the Paradise is its reward, the Fire is its
chastisement, piety is its tool, and the righteous folks are its riders.

"'So, due to belief one is lead to good deeds; and by good deeds deep
understanding will be flourished; and understanding causes fear of death;
and by death the world will terminate; and with the deeds of this world the
Hereafter would be passed; and with the Hereafter, the Paradise would be
brought near; and the Paradise is a regret for the inmates of the Fire; and
the Fire is an admonition to such as are god-fearing; and god-fearing is the
root of belief.'"
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—25—
Chapter on
The Attributes of Belief (Faith)

1547-1. By the previous chain (of narrators) () Ibn Mahbiib (-) Ya‘qab
as-Sarrdj (—) Jabir (-) Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.) was asked about belief, he then
said: Verily Alldh, to whom belong Might and Majesty, erected belief on
four pillars: Patience, Certainty, Justice and Holy War.

i) Thus, patience has four branches: Longing, anxiety, asceticism and
expectation. He who is longing for Paradise leaves aside the evil desires;
and he who is anxious of the Fire, turns away from the forbidden things;
and he who is ascetic in the world, the afflictions become easy for him; and
he who anticipate death, hastens toward good deeds.

i1) Certainty has four divisions: Enlightenment of cleverness, seeking
of wisdom, recognition of admonition and the tradition of the ancient. So,
he who perceives cleverness will recognize the wisdom; and he who seeks
wisdom will recognize admonition; and he who recognizes admonition
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will recognize the tradition; and he who recognizes the tradition, it is as
though he was with the ancient people and has been guided to the most
upright (religion). There they look at those who were delivered, as by what
they were delivered; and those who perished, by what they perished. And
only Alldh perished whosoever He perished due to his disobedience, and
saved whosoever saved due to his obedience.

ii1) Justice has four branches; Ambiguous understanding, ingenuous
knowledge, the splendour of the judgement, and the garden of forbearance.
So, he who understands can interpret the entire knowledge; and he, who
1s aware, recognizes the methods of judgment; and he, who forbears, will
not have extravagance in his affairs, and will live a laudable life among the
people.

iv) Holy War has four branches: On bidding to honour; forbidding
dishonour; truthfulness in every case; and hating ungodly people. So, he
who bids to honour, has strengthen the back of the believer; and he who
forbids dishonour, has made the nose of the hypocrite to cleave to the earth
(i.e., abased), and is saved from his plotting; and he who tells the truth in
every case, has performed his duty; and he who hates the ungodly people,
has shown anger for Alldh, and he who shows anger for Alldh, Alldh will
also show anger for his sake. So, that is belief, its pillars and branches.
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-26—
Chapter on
The Superiority of Belief Over Islam and
Certainty Over Belief

1548-1. Abi ‘Alf al-Ash‘arf (—) Muhammad ibn Salim (~) Ahmad ibn
an-Nadr (-) ‘Amr ibn Shimr that Jabir said:

"Abl ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said to me: 'O brother of Ja‘far! Verily, belief
1s superior to Islam and certainty is superior to belief and there is nothing
nobler than certainty.'"

1549-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziydd* and al-
Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad, both of them (-) al-
Washsha’ that Abu 'I-Hasan (‘a.s.) said:

"Belief is higher than Islam by one degree, and piety is higher than
belief by one degree, and certainty is higher than piety by one degree, and
nothing was distributed between the people what is less than certainty."

1550-3. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-)
al-Hasan ibn Mahbib (-) ‘All ibn Ri’ab that Humran ibn A ‘yan said:
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"I heard Abli Ja‘far (‘a.s.) saying: "Verily, Allah has raised the grade of
belief over Islam by one degree as he has raised the grade of Ka‘bah over
Masjidu 'l- Hardm.'"

15514. A group of our co-sectarians (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (-) his father (—) Harlin ibn al-Jahm or someone else (-) ‘Umar ibn
Abén al-Kalbi (-) ‘Abdu 'l-Hamid al-WasifT that Abii Basir said:

"Abt ‘Abdillzh (‘a.s.) said to me: 'O Abl Muhammad! Is Islam a
degree?' I said: 'Yes.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'And is Belief higher than Islam by
one degree?' I said: 'Yes.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'And is piety higher than belief by
one degree?' I said: 'Yes.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'And is certainty higher than piety
by one degree? I said: 'Yes.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'What was given to people
1s less than certainty. Thus, you have only adhered to the lowest grade of
Islam. So, be careful not to let it slip away from your hands.""

1552-5. “Alf ibn Ibrahim (—) Muhammad ibn ‘Is3 that Yiinus said:

"I asked Abu 'l-Hasan ar-Rida (‘a.s.) about belief and Islam. Then he
[‘as.] said: 'Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said: "The only religion is Islam; and belief
is higher than that by one degree; and piety is higher than belief by one
degree; and certainty is higher than piety by one degree; and nothing is
distributed between the people what is less than certainty."*"
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He [Yiinus] said: "I asked: 'What is certainty?' He said: 'Trust in Allah,
submission to Him, contentment with Alldh's decree, and entrustment to
Allah.' T said: "What is the interpretation of that?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Thus has
said so Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.).""

1553—6. Muhammad ibn Yahya (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn “Isd (=)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Nasgr that ar-Rida ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Belief is higher than Islam by one degree, piety is higher than belief
by one degree, certainty is higher than piety by one degree, and nothing
is distributed between the servants (of Alldh) what is less than certainty."

—27—
Chapter on
The Truth of Belief and Certainty

1554-1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (~) Muhammad ibn Ismé‘7l ibn Bazi* () Muhammad ibn ‘Udhifir
(-) his father that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:
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"In one of the journeys of the Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) he
came across with a caravan. They said: 'Peace be upon you, O Messenger of
Allah!" He [5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.] said: 'Who are you?' They said: ‘We are believers,
O Messenger of Alldh!" He [s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.] said: "What is the truth of your
belief?" They said: 'Contentment with Alldh's decree, and entrustment to
Allah, and submission to the command of Alladh.' The Messenger of Allih
(s.a.‘a.w.a.w.s.) then said: 'They are the wise learned people who have
approached the prophets' rank due to their depth of understanding. If you
are as you described, do not construct what you do not live in, and do not
collect what you do not eat and fear Alldh to Whom you will returned.'"

1555-2. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ts3*
and ‘Ali ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father, both of them (-) Ibn Mahbib (-) Abi
Muhammad al-Wabishi* and Ibrahim ibn Mihzam that Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar
said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) as saying: 'The Messenger of Allah (s.a. ‘a.
w.a.w.s.) performed Morning Prayer with people, then he saw a young man
napping while his head was turned down. He was thin, looking pale and his
eyes were sunk in his head. The Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said to him:
"How did you begin the day, O so-and-so?" He said: "I have attained certainty."
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The Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) was surprised by his saying and said:
"There is a truth for every certainty, and what is the truth of your certainty?"

"'He said: "O Messenger of Alldh! It is my certainty that has made me
sad, keeping me awake at night and thirsty at midday heat. I have restrained
myself from the world and what is in it, to the extent that as if I look at the
throne of my Lord set up for reckoning and people are being resurrected for
that, and I am among them. It is as if I look at the inhabitant of the Paradise
are enjoying there, recognizing one another while reclining upon couches.
And as if T look at the inhabitants of the Fire being chastised, crying for
help; and as if T just hear the groaning of the Fire roaring in my ears." The
Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) then said to his companions: "This is a
servant (of Alldh) whose heart Alldh has illuminated with belief." Then he
(s.a. ‘a.wa.w.s.) said to him: "Keep to what you are upon."” Then, the young
man said: "O Messenger of Alldh! Pray for me to Alldh to grant me martyr-
dom in your company." Then the Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘awaws.)
prayed for him. It did not take long before he participated in one of the
wars of the Holy Prophet, and was martyred after nine persons and he was
the tenth martyr of them.'"

1556-3. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Muhammad ibn Sindn (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn Muskan (~) Abu Basir that Aba
‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:
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"The Messenger of Alldh (s.a.‘aw.aw.s.) confronted Harithah
ibn Malik ibn an-Nu‘maini al-AngarT and said to him: 'How are you, O
Harithah ibn Malik?' He said: 'T am a true believer.' The Messenger of
Alldh (s.a.‘aw. a.w.s.) said: 'For everything there is a truth, what is the
truth of your statement?' He said: 'O Messenger of Allah! I have restrained
myself from the world, keeping awake at nights and thirsty at midday
heat. It is as if I look at the throne of my Lord set up for reckoning, and
as if I look at the inhabitant of the Paradise meeting each other therein,
and I hear the howling of the inhabitants of the Fire in the Fire.' Then the
Messenger of Alldh (s5.a. ‘aw.a.w.s.) said to him: 'A servant whose heart
Allgh has illuminated, you have attained insight, so be stable.' He said: 'O
Messenger of Alladh, Pray for me to Alldh to grant me martyrdom in your
company.' Then he [s.a.‘a.w. a.ws.] said: 'O Alldh! Grant martyrdom to
Harithah.' It did not take long but after a few days the Messenger of Alldh
(s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) dispatched an army for fighting and sent Harithah with that
army where he was martyred after killing eight or nine persons.'"

% In the narration of al-Qasim ibn Burayd that Abli Bagir said:

"He [Harithah] was with Ja‘far ibn Abi Télib and he was martyred after
nine persons and he was the tenth of them."
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1557-4. ‘Al1 ibn Ibrahm (-) his father (-) an-Nawfali (-) as-Sakdni (=)
Abi ‘Abdillzh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful, may the blessing of Alldh be upon
him, said: 'For every truth there is reality, and for every right (thing) there
is light (brightness).'"

—28—
Chapter on
Thinking

1558-1. ‘All ibn Ibrdhim (~) his father () an-Nawfali () as-Sakiini
that Abli ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.) said: '"Admonish your heart by
thinking, and remove your body from your bed at nights (for prayer), and
fear Alldh, your Lord.""

1559-2. ‘Al ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (—) some of his co-sectarians ()
Abin that al-Hasan as-Sayqal said:

"T asked Abl ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) about what people narrate that an hour of
contemplation is better than standing up for prayer at night. I said: 'How
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should one contemplate?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: "When passing by a ruined site or
house, should say: "Where are your residents? Where are your builders?
What happened to you that you do not speak?" "

1560-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn AbT Nasr (—) some of his men that
Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"The best worship is the continuous thinking about Alldh and His
Omnipotence."

1561—4. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi that
Mu‘ammar ibn Khalladd said:

"I heard Abu'l-Hasan ar-Rid3 (‘a.s.) as saying: 'Worship is not by
excess of prayer and fast. In fact, worship is thinking about the command
of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty.'"

1562—5. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ism&‘1l
ibn Sahl (-) Hammad that Rib‘1 said:

"Aba ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: 'The Commander of the Faithful, may the
blessing of Alldh be upon him, said: "Verily, thinking invites to piety and
acting upon it."""
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—-29 _
Chapter on
Noble Traits

1563—-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-)
al-Haytham ibn AbT Masriiq (-) Yazid ibn Ishdq Sha‘ir (~) al-Husayn ibn
‘Atiyyah that Aba ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"The noble traits are ten. If you have the ability to have them then do
$0, because sometime they exist in a man but not in his child, or they exist
in his child but not in a father. Also, they may exist in a servant but not in a
free-born." It was said to him [ ‘a.s.]: "What are they?" He [ ‘a.s.] said: "True
courage, true speaking, delivering the trust, tie of kinship, entertaining a
guest, feeding a beggar, compensation of good deeds, observing the right
of a neighbour and a friend, and on the top of all these is modesty."

1564-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—} Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khilid
() ‘Uthmén ibn ‘Isd (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn Muskén that Abi ¢ Abdillzh ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, bestowed upon His
messengers with noble traits of characteristic and munificent attributes. So,
examine yourselves, if these (attributes) exist in you, then praise Allah and
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know that that is of the good, and if they do not exist in you, then ask Alldh
[to grant you] and crave for them."

He [Ibn Muskén] said: "Then he [‘a.s.] counted ten of them: Certainty,
contentment, patience, thanks (to Alldh), forbearance, good morals,
generosity, zeal, bravery and manliness."

He said: "Some have also narrated — beside these ten characteristics —
adding other two: truthfulness and delivering the trust."

1565-3. From him (-) Bakr ibn Silih (—) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad al-
Hashimi (—) Isma‘il ibn ‘Abbad — Bakr said: And I think I heard it from
Isma‘il (—) ‘Abdullah ibn Bukayr that Abd ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"We like those who are wise, intelligent, theologian, forbearing,
tolerant, patient, honest and trustworthy. Verily, Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, has bestowed upon His messengers with noble traits of
characteristic. Then in whom they exist, should praise Allzh for that, and
in whom they do not exist, should implore Alldh, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty, and ask Him to grant him."

He [*Abdulldh ibn Bukayr] said: "I said: 'May I be made your ransom!
What are they?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'They are: 'Piety, contentment, patience,
thanks, forbearance, modesty, generosity, bravery, zeal, piousness, truthful-
ness in narration, delivering the trust.'"
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1566—4. Muhammad ibn Yahyd () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is3
(-) al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib (-) some of his co-sectarians that Abt ‘Abdilldh
(‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, Allih to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has approved Islam
as your religion, so treat its companionship with generosity and good
moral."

1567-5. *Alf ibn Ibrdhim (—) his father (—) an-Nawfali (-) as-Sakiini
that Abl ‘Abdillzh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful, may the blessing of Alldh be upon
him, said: "There are four elements for belief (faith): i) Being content with
the Divine Decree, ii) Trust in Allh, iii} Entrustment of the affair to Alldh,
and iv) Surrendering to the command of Allah.'"

1568-6. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (—) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Hasan ibn ‘Al (—) ‘Abdullzh ibn Sindn that a man from Banti Hashim said:

"There are four items, if they exist in any one, his Islam is complete,
even if faults have filled his body from the top of his head to his tiptoes,
and they will not cause any deficiency in him: Truthfulness, modesty, good
moral, and thanks."

1569-7. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Zlyad* and ‘Al1 ibn
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Ibrahim (-) his father, both of them () Ibn Mahbib () Ibn Ri’3b (-) Abid
Hamzah that Jabir ibn ‘Abdillzh said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said: 'May I inform you of
the best of your men?' We said: 'Yes, indeed, O Messenger of Allah!' He
[s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.] said: 'Verily the best among your men are those: pious,
clean, open-handed, virtuous, kind to parents, and does not allow his
family to take refuge from other besides him.'"

—-30-
Chapter on
Virtues of Certainty

1570-1. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Hasan ibn ‘AlT al-Washsha’ (—) al-Muthanni ibn al-Walid (-) Abd Basir
that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"There is nothing for which there is no limit." "I said: 'May I be made
your ransom! What is the limit of trust (in Alldh)?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Certainty.'
I said: "What is the limit for certainty?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Not to fear anything
except Allah.'"
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1571-2. From him (~) Mu‘alld (-) al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali al-Washshd’ (-)
‘Abdulldh ibn Sindn (-) Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.)* and Muhammad ibn Yahya
(-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn Mahbiib (—) Abtu Wallad al-Hannat*
and ‘Abdulldh ibn Sinin that Abii ‘Abdilldh ( ‘a.s.) said:

"The authenticity of certainty of a Muslim man is that he should not
please people with the wrath of Alldh, and should not blame them for what
Allah has not granted him, since sustenance is not urged by greed of a
greedy, nor is refused by the hate of a reluctant. If one of you runs away
from his sustenance as he runs away from his death, his sustenance will
reach him as his death does." "Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Verily, Allah by his
justice and equity has placed ease and comfort in certainty and contentment,
and placed sorrow and grief in doubt and discontent.'"

1572-3. Ibn Mahbiib that Hishim ibn Silim said:

"T heard Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) saying: 'Continuous little deed based on
certainty, is better in the sight of Alldh than numerous deed based on other
than certainty.'"

1573-4. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (--) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Washshid’ (~) Aban (—) Zurdrah that Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:
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"The Commander of the Faithful, may the blessing of Alléh be upon him,
said on a pulpit: "You will not find anyone (of you) who enjoyed the taste of
belief (faith) unless he understood what has afflicted him was not possible to
miss him, and what has missed him was not possible to afflict him.'"

1574-5. ‘All ibn Ibradhim () his father (—) Ibn Abl ‘Umayr (-) Zayd
ash-Shahhdm that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful, may the blessing of Alldh be upon
him, was sitting under a bending wall and judging among people. Some of
them said (to him): ‘Do not sit under this wall because it is unprotected.' The
Commander of the Faithful, may the blessing of Alldh be upon him, then
said: 'The protector of man is his term (deadline).! When the Commander
of the Faithful (‘a.s.) rose, the wall fell down."

He [Abii ‘Abdilldh, ‘a.s.] said: "The Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.)
used to do and act like that, and that is Certainty."

1575-6. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Nagr that Safwén al-Jammal said:

"I asked Abu ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) about the Word of Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty: As for the wall, it belonged to two orphan lads
in the city, and under it was a treasure belonging to them, (Qur., 18:82).
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He [ ‘a.s.] said: "Verily, that (treasure) was neither gold nor silver but it was
only four words: i) There is no god except me [Alldh], ii) he, who is certain
of the death, should not laugh to reveal his teeth, iii) he, who is certain of
the {day of] reckoning, shall not delight his heart, iv) he who is certain of
the divine decree (gadr), shall not fear other than Allah.""

1576-7. From him (~) ‘Alf ibn al-Hakam (-) Safwin al-Jammal that
Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.) used to say: "You will not
find a servant (of Alldh) who enjoyed the taste of belief (faith) uniess he
understood what has afflicted him was not possible to miss him, and what
has missed him was not possible to afflict him. Surely, Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, is the cause of advantage and disadvantage.'"

1577-8. Mubammad ibn Yahy3 (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-)
al-Washshd’ (-) ‘Abdulidh ibn Sindn (~) Abli Hamzah that Sa‘id ibn Qays
al-Hamdanf said:

"One day, I saw a man in a war wearing only two garments (without
any defensive covering). So, I rode my horse towards him and saw that
he was the Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.). I said: 'O Commander of
the Faithful! Like this place?' He said: 'Yes, O Sa‘id ibn Qays! There is
no servant (of Alidh) but he has with him a protection and defence from
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Allah, two angels protecting him from falling from the top of a mountain or
falling into (the bottom) of a well, and when the divine decree is revealed
he will be left alone against everything.'"

1578-9. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad that
‘Al ibn Asbat said:

"T heard Abu 'I-Hasan ar-Rida ( ‘a.s.) saying: 'In the treasure about which Allah,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, said: . . . andunder it was a treasure belonging
to them, (Qur., ibid.), it was: In the Name of Alldh the Merciful, the Compassionate.
I wonder how someone who is certain about death can rejoice, and I wonder
how someone who is certain about divine decree can grieve, and I wonder how
someone who sees the world and its alterations to its inhabitants can rely on it?
Thus, it behoves for someone who has been blessed by Alldh with intellect not to
blame Allah in His decree and accuse Him of being slow in providing sustenance.'
I said: 'May I be made your ransom! [ want to note it down."'"

He [‘Ali ibn Asbat)] said: "By Allah, he [ ‘a.s.] stretched his hand to the
ink-pot to place it before me, I seized his hand and I kissed it, then I took
the ink-pot and wrote it down."

1579~10. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Ali
ibn al-Hakam (-) ‘Abdu 'r-Rahmin al-‘Arzami (-) his father that Abi
‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:
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"Qanbar was the servant of ‘All (‘a.s.) who loved ‘Ali [‘a.s.] very
much. Whenever ‘Ali, may the blessing of Alldh be upon him, used to go
out, he used to go after him while carrying sword. One night he [ ‘a.s.] saw
him and said: 'O Qanbar! What's the matter with you?' He said: 'l have
come to walk behind you, O Commander of the Faithful!' He [ ‘a.s.] said:
"Woe unto you! Who will safeguard me, the inhabitants of the heaven or the
inhabitants of the earth?' He said: 'No, but the inhabitants of the earth.’ He
said: 'The inhabitants of the earth cannot do any harm to me, save by the
leave of Alldh from the heaven. So, go back.' Then he went back."

1580—11. ‘Al ibn Ibrihim (~) Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-) Yiinus: that the
person whom he mentioned said:

"It was said to ar-Ridd (‘a.s.): 'You talk in such a way (about Im&mate)
while blood is dripping from the sword (of your enemy).' He [ ‘a.s.] said:
'Indeed, for Alldh there is a valley of gold which is protected by His weakest
creature, ant, that if a bukhtani (a long-neck camel) intends to reach it, it
cannot.'"
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-31-
Chapter on
Being Content with the Divine Decree

1581-1. ‘Al1 ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (~) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Jami! ibn
Silih (—) some of the elders of Banu 'n-Najashi that Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The principal obedience of Alldh is patience and to be content with
Allah in whatever the servant may like or dislike. And the servant is not
content with Alldh in whatever he likes or dislikes, unless his benefit is in
what he likes or dislikes."

1582-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Abi ‘Abdillzh (-)
his father (—) Hammad ibn ‘Is3 (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn Muskin (-) Layth al-
Muradi that Abl ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, the most knowledgeable people about Alldh are the most
content with the decree of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty."

1583-3. From him (~) Yahy ibn Ibrahim ibn Abi 'I-Bilid (-) ‘Asim ibn
Humayd (—) Abi Hamzah ath-Thumali that ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn (‘a.s.) said:
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"Patience and contentment with Alldh are the principal obedience of
Allgh, and he who is patient and content with Allah in whatever He decrees
upon him, whether he likes or dislikes, Alldh, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, will not decree upon him what he likes and dislikes except what
is good for him."

1584—4. Muhammad ibn Yahyi (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-)
Ibn Mahbiib (—) Dawld ar-Raqqi (-) Abi ‘Ubaydah al-Hadhdh3’ that Abu
Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.ws.) said: 'Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, said: "Among my faithful servants, there are
some servants whose religious affairs are not amended except by wealth,
amplitude and healthy body, so I test them by wealth, amplitude and
healthy body to amend their religious affairs. Also, there are among my
faithful servants some servants whose religious affairs is not amended
except by poverty, misery and illness in their bodies, so I test them by
poverty, misery and illness to amend their religious affairs. So, I know
better what amends the religious affairs of my faithful servants. And there
are among my faithful servants who endeavour to worship me, they wake
up from the sweet sleep of their comfortable beds, to spend the night in
prayer and trouble themselves in my worship. Then I cause him sleep for
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one night or two because of the insight I have on him and preservation on
him. So, he sleeps till morning, and then he wakes up while he is hateful
and blaming himself, [for missing the night prayer]. In case, if I leave to
his discretion to worship me as he likes, pride will over take him, and that
pride will lead him to temptation with regard to his deeds (a ‘mal), which
will perish his religion due to his pride and his self-satisfaction until he
believes that he has surpassed all worshippers and exceed in his worship
the limit of negligence. Then he will keep away from me while he thinks
that he is coming close to me.

"'"So, those who do good deeds to rcceive My reward should not rely
on their deeds because as much as they endeavour and trouble themselves
and dedicate their lifetime to My worship, they are still neglectful, non-
matured in their worship to attain the depth of My worship in what they
are seeking from Me of my generosity and bliss in My Gardens, high and
exalted ranks in My proximity. Rather, on My Mercy they should trust and
on My Bounty they should rejoice. Thus, with good opinion, they should
have confidence on Me since my Mercy will overtake them; and from Me
My pleasure will reach them, and My forgiveness will dress them with My
pardon. Verily, I am Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful; and by that I am
called so."""
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1585-5. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) Ahmad
ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Nagr (-) Safwan al-Jammal that Abu 'I-Hasan, the
First, (‘a.s.) said:

"It behoves for someone who has been blessed by Allah with intellect
not to accuse Him (Allah) of being slow in providing sustenance and not
(also) to blame Him in His decree."

1586—6. Abu ‘All al-Ash‘arT (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 1-Jabbar (-)
Muhammad ibn Ismi‘il (-) ‘Alf ibn an-Nu‘mdn that ‘Amr ibn Nuhayk
Bayya‘ al-Harawf said:

"Abiu ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: 'Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
said: "To any direction I turn my faithful servant, it is for his benefit.
Therefore, he should be content with my decree; must be patient in my
calamity and should be thankful to my Graces, so that, I may enrol him, O
Muhammad, among the truthful with Me."'"

1587—7. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isd (-)
al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib () Malik ibn ‘Atiyyah (=) Dawiid ibn Farqgad that
Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.):

"Verily, in what Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, revealed
to Miisi ibn ‘Imran (‘a.s.) was: 'O Misi ibn ‘Imran! I have not created
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a creature dearer to Me than a faithful servant. Verily, I only try him for
what is better for him and grant him welfare for what is better for him,
and keep away from him what is evil for him, that which is better for
him. Hence, I know better what is righteous for My servant, so he should
forbear My trial, be thankful to My graces; be content with My decree;
(then) I will enrol him among the truthful with Me if he acts according to
My satisfaction and obey My orders.""

1588-8. Abli ‘Al al-Ash‘arf (~) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbéar (-)
Safwin ibn Yahyd (-) Fudayl ibn ‘Uthméin (-) Ibn Abi Ya‘fur that Abd
‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: '

"I wonder about a Muslim man for whom Allah, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty, does not predestine a decree unless it is better for him, and if
he is clipped by scissors, it is better for him, or if he owns the entire land
from East to West, it is better for him."

1589-9. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi ()
Ibn Sindn (-) Salih ibn ‘Ugbah (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn Muhammad al-Ju‘fi that
Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The most entitled creature of Allih who submits to the decree of Allah,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, is he who recognizes Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty. Also, he who is content with the divine decree,
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the decree will come upon him and Alldh will enhance his reward. Likewise,
he who is displeased with the divine decree, the decree will pass on him and
Allah will spoil his reward. Likewise, he who is displeased with the divine
decree, the decree will pass on him and Alldh will spoil his reward."

1590-10. ‘Alt ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (-) al-Qdsim ibn Muhammad
(=) al-Mingqari (-) ‘Alf ibn Hashim ibn al-Burayd that his father said:

" “All ibn al-Husayn, may the blessing of Alldh be upon both of them,
said (to me): 'Asceticism has ten portions, the highest grade of asceticism
is equal to the lowest grade of piety, and the highest grade of piety is equal
to the lowest grade of certainty, and the highest grade of certainty is equal
to the lowest grade of contentment."

1591-11. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Alf (-) ‘Alf ibn Asbat),, the person whom he
mentioned that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali, peace be upon both of them, met Abdulldh ibn
Ja‘far and said: 'O ‘Abdulldh! How a believer can be a believer while he
1s discontent with what is destined for him. He degrades his dignity while
the ruler over him is Alidh, and I guarantee for someone who does not let
in his heart anything except the contentedness, and then if he invokes Allah
it will be granted.'"
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1592-12. From him (-) his father (-) Ibn Sindn, the person whom he
mentioned, (—) Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said [when someone] said:

"l said to him [‘a.s.]: 'How can someone recognize a believer to be a
(true) believer?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'By submission to Alldh, and to be content
to what happens to him whether pleasure or displeasure.'"

1593-13. From him () his father (-) Ibn Sinin (-) al-Husayn ibn al-
Mukhtir (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn Abi Ya‘fur that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) never used to say about some-
thing which has passed, that he wished it had been something else."

~-32 -
Chapter on
Submission to Allih and Reliance on Him

1594-1. Muhammad ibn Yahyi (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Muhammad ibn Sinan (-) Mufaddal that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:
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"Allh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, revealed to Dawiid ( ‘a.s.):
'No servant among My servants secks refuge with Me without taking any
of My creatures into account, but I know that from his intention. Then the
Heavens and the Earth and what is in them plot against him, unless I clarify
the way out for him from them, and no servant among my servants will
take refuge with one of My creatures but I know that from his intention,
unless I cut off the means of the Heavens and the Earth from his hands and
make him sink in the Earth; and I do not care where he perishes.'"

1595-2. Abii ‘All al-Ash‘ari () Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbir (-)
Ibn Mahbib (-) Abi Hafs al-A‘shd (-) ‘Amr [*Umar] ibn Khilid (-) Abi
Hamzah ath-Thumili that ‘Al7 ibn al-Husayn, may the blessing of Alldh be
upon them both, said:

"One day I went out and reached this wall and leaned on it. Suddenly a man
who had put on two white garments appeared, looking at me face to face. He
then said: 'O ‘All ibn al-Husayn! Why should I see you grieved and sad? Is it for
the world? The sustenance of Alldh is present (guaranteed) for the righteous as
well as for the impudent.' I said: I do not grieve for that, they arc as you said.' He
said: 'Is it for the Hereafter? Then it is a true promise in which the Almighty,' or
he said: 'the Powerful King is ruling.' I said: 'I do not grieve for that too, it is as
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you said.' Then he said: "What has grieved you?' I said: 'What we fear for, is the
insurrection (fitnah) of Ibn Zubayr and in what people are involved.'" He { ‘a.s.]
said: "He smiled and then said: 'O ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn! Have you (ever) seen
someone invokes Alldh but his invocation is not responded?' I said: 'No." He said:
'Have you (ever) seen someone put trust on Alldh but He does not suffice him?'
I said: No.' He said: 'Have you (ever) seen someone asking Alldh something but
He does not grant him?' I said: 'No.' Then he disappeared from me."

# ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (~) Ibn Mahbiib: the same tradition.

1596-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) ‘Al ibn Hassan
(=) his uncle ‘Abdu 'r-Rahman ibn Kathir that Abi ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Indeed, wealth and Might roam about together, and when they get to
the position of Trust they settle down."

#* A group of our co-sectarians () Ahmad ibn Abi ‘Abdilldh (-)
Muhammad ibn ‘Al (=) ‘Al ibn Hassan: the same tradition.

1597-4. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-)
Ibn Mahbiib (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Sindn that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"If a servant directs his steps towards what Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, loves, Alldh will direct him towards what he loves.
Also, he who seeks refuge with Alldh, Alldh will protect him; and to

139

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAFI/BeIiefand UnBelief ~ Ch.32/vY_o\ LIy oleyt/ ,;Lg/

djuutf JSflgLa;L;.:Ju,u;yJug "’,«L,w‘up

i 54 %ﬁwdﬁﬂ%fﬂ*fmvmwwﬂw &Jf
W‘CWJM‘ 8 35k 35y 32

-
0

O;:,J.E&;»g,;us.dudwu,mf&éuwfu”x ofVyoaA

2 g3 B ';«:J&;updwﬁdmfuwuf
mdech’,Muj’“’ Y ‘”‘J‘JS}JJJJ’:J“”‘J" e e e
(U.LLA &J@J»ww% ékU‘&FJS}AQ ‘,ub-)s

/////

Uv&d:ke—ww
&‘:'L:‘{fju‘r‘f‘u’g’}’bdd&&;uw§u‘“’ '\/\Oﬁﬁ

A -

IJ@?&’E\\&’ ffw}JM)WJFAl#JAU\.L;JFJJKU‘Jd;
* % 3k %k Xk

whoever Alldh tums and protects him, he has no fear whether the Heaven
falls down on Earth, or calamity descends on the inhabitants of the Earth
and takes them all, since he is in the party of Alldh in piety, so he is saved
from all calamities. Has not Allgh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
said: Surely the god-fearing shall be in a secure place, (Qur., 44:51)."

1598-5. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (-) more than one person (-) ‘Alf ibn Asbat (~) Ahmad ibn ‘Umar
al-Hallal (=) ‘Alf ibn Suwayd that Abu 'l-Hasan, the First, (‘a.s.) said
[when]:

"I asked him about the Word of Allah, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty: And whosoever puts his trust in AllGh, He will suffice him, (Qur.,
65:3): "The trust in Alldh has ranks, one of them is: to put your trust in Allzh
in all your affairs, and to be content with whatever He did to you. Know that
He will not withhold from any good or access from you, and know that the
decree in this regard is His. So, put your trust in Allih with the entrustment
of that to Him and have faith in Him in these things as well as in others.'"

1599—6. A group of our co-sectarians, () Sahl ibn Ziyad and ‘Alf ibn
Ibrahim (-) his father, both of them (~) Yahya ibn al-Mubarak (-) ‘Abdullzh
ibn Jabalah (—) Mu‘dwiyah ibn Wahb that Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:
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"He, who has been granted with three things, has not been denied from
three things. He, who has been granted with the supplication, has been
granted with the answer. He, who has been granted with the gratitude, has
been granted with the increment; and he who has been granted with the
trust, has been granted with sufficiency.”

"He [ ‘a.s.] then said: 'Have you not read the Book of Allzh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty: And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, He will
suffice him, (ibid.). And He said: If you are thankful, surely I will increase
you, (Qur., 14:7). Also, He said: Call upon Me and I will answer you, (ibid.,
40:60)7""

1600-7. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad () Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-)
Abil ‘All (-) Mubammad ibn al-Hasan (-) al-Husayn ibn Rashid that al-
Husayn ibn ‘Ulwin said:

"In one of my journeys where I was attending a session in quest of
knowledge, I ran short of money. One of my friends said to me: "'Whom
do you expect to solve your problem?' I said: 'So-and-so.' He said: 'Then
I swear by Allah that you will neither attain your need nor your wish or
request fulfilled.' I said: 'How did you know that? May Alldh have Mercy
upon you!' He said: 'Indeed Ablu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) told me that he read in
one of the books that Alldh, the Blessed, the Sublime, says:
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"'"By My Mighty and Majesty, and by My Glory and My Highness
upon My Throne, I shall change the hope of anyone, who put hope on
other than Me, into despair; make him wear the dress of lowliness before
the people; drive him out of My proximity and keep him away from My
Grace. Does he hope for other than Me in difficulties while the difficulties
are in My hand? And he becomes hopeful to other than Me, and thinks of
knocking at the door other than Mine? In My hand there are keys of the
closed doors while My door is open for those who call Me.

"'""Who has ever entrusted Me in his difficulties and I have despaired
him? Who has ever expected from Me for a great work and I have cut off his
expectation from Me? I have preserved the wishes of My servants but they were
not pleased with My preservation! So, I filled the heavens with those (angels)
who do not get tired of My glorification and ordered them not to close the doors
between Me and My servants, but they (people) did not trust My statement.
Does he not know that when he is afflicted with any of My misfortunes, none
other than Me can remove it, except with My permission? Then why I see him
diverting (his direction) from Me? I grant him My munificence which he did
not ask Me for, then I take it away from him and he does not ask Me to return
it, instead he asks other than Me. Does he not see that I start granting him
before he asks, then should I not answer the questioner before he asks? Am I
a miser that My servant regard Me to be stingy? Is it not that generosity and
magnanimity are Mine? Is it not that forgiveness and mercy are in My hand?
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"*"Am | not in the position of expectations? Who can cut them off save
Me? Do the hopeful ones fear not to put trust on other than Me? If all the
inhabitants of the Heavens and the inhabitants of the Earth altogether hope
for Me, then I grant each of them the entire expectations of all of them,
nothing will lessen from My Dominion to the extent of an ant's organ. How
can something lessen from My Dominion while I am its custodian? Woe
to those who are disappointed of My Grace; woe to those who disobey Me
and do not fear Me.""'"

1601-8. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Muhammad ibn al-Hasan (-) some
of our co-sectarians (—) ‘Abbad ibn Ya‘qlib ar-Rawi3jini that Sa‘id ibn
‘Abdi 'r-Rahman said:

"I was with Musd ibn ‘Abdilldh in Yanbu‘ where I ran short of money in
my travel. Then one of the sons of al-Husayn (‘a.s.) asked me: "'Whom do
you expect to solve your problem?' I said: 'Miisd ibn ‘Abdilldh.' He said:
"Then, you will neither attain your need nor your request fulfilled.' I said:
'Why?' He said: 'Because I have found in one of the books of my father
that Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: . ..'" Then he [ ‘a.5.]
mentioned the same tradition as above. "I said: 'O Son of the Messenger
of Alldh! Dictate it for me.' He [ ‘a.s.] dictated it to me. Then I said: 'No,
by Allah! I will not ask him (Miisa ibn ‘Abdilldh) for my need after that.'"
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-33-—
Chapter on
Fear and Hope

1602—-1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
‘All ibn Hadid (—) Mansir ibn Yiinus (-) al-Harith ibn al-Mughirah or his
father that Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said, when I said to him:

"What was the admonition of Lugmin (Lokman)? He said: 'There were
many extraordinary things and the most surprising among them was his
admonition to his son: "Fear Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, to
the extent that if you even bring good deeds with you, of jinr and human being
(thaqalayn), He will punish you; and be hopeful to Alldh with the hope that if
you even bring sins of thaqalayn with you, He may have mercy upon you."""

"Then Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: 'My father used to say: "There is no
faithful servant but there are two lights in his heart: the light of fear and the
light of hope that if this one is weighed it does not exceed the other, and if
that one is weighed, it does not exceed this one."""

1603-2. Muhammad ibn al-Hasan (-) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) Yahya ibn
Mubdrak (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn Jabalah that Ishdq ibn ‘Ammar said:
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"Abi ‘Abdilldh, ( ‘a.s.) said: 'O Ishaq! Fear All3h as if you see Him, and
if you do not see Him, then He sees you. But if you see that He doesn't see
you, you have surely disbelieved. If you know that He sees you, and then
you sally forth with Him in disobedience, you have indeed placed Him
among the worthless onlookers on you.'"

1604-3. Muhammad ibn Yahya () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is3 (-)
al-Hasan ibn Mahbub that al-Haytham ibn Wiqid said:

"I heard Abiti ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: 'He who fears Alldh, Alldh will
make everything fear him, and he who does not fear Alldh, Allah will make
him to fear everything.'"

1605-4. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Abi ‘ Abdillah (-) his father
(-) Hamzah ibn ‘Abdillah al-Ja‘fari (~) Jamil ibn Darrj that Abli Hamzah said:

"Abu ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said: 'He who recognized Allih, fears Alldh, and
he who fears Allah, has relinquished the world.

1606-5. From him (-) Ibn Abi Najrén (—) the person whom he mentioned
that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said, when I said to him:

"There are some people who commit sins and still say that they have hope
(on Alldh's mercy) and they continue like that until they die (without any
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repentance). He [ ‘a.s.] said: "These are people who roam around their desires,
they are liars, and they are not true hopefuls. Verily, he who is hopeful about
something, he demands it, and he who fears something, he runs away from it.'"

1607-6. And ‘Ali ibn Muhammad narrated it, (rafa ‘ahu) said:

"I said to Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.): 'Some of your followers commit sins
and yet they say that they are hopeful. He | ‘a.s.] said: 'They have lied, they
are not our followers. These are the people whose desires make them roam
around. He who is hopeful about something, he acts upon it, and he who
fears something he runs away from it.'"

1608-7. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (-) some of his co-sectarians that Salih ibn Hamzah, (rafa ‘ahu) said:

"Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'Indeed, part of worship is the intense fear
of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty. Alldh says: Only those of
His servants fear Alldh who have knowledge . . . (Qur., 35:28). He, Exalted
be His Eulogy, said: So fear not men, but fear you Me; (ibid., 5:44). Also,
He, the Blessed, the Sublime said: And whosoever fears God, He will
appoint for him a way out (ibid., 65:3).""
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He [the narrator] said: "Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: "Verily, the love of
power and fame do not exist in the heart of he who has fear (of Alldh)."'"

1609-8. ‘Ali ibn Ibrdhim (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khilid (-)
al-Hasan ibn al-Husayn (—) Muhammad ibn Sindn (—) Abi Sa‘id al-Mukart
(-) Abt Hamzah ath-Thumalt (-) ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn, may the blessing of
Allah be upon both of them, said:

"A man boarded a vessel with his family. The vessel broke and none
was saved in that vessel except the wife of the man. She could save herself
on a broken board until she reached one of the islands of the Sea Islands.
In that Island, there was a man who was engaged in highway robbery and
did not let for Allah any sanctity but he tore it apart. Suddenly he saw the
lady standing beside him. He raised his head towards her and said: 'Are you
human or jinn?' She said: 'Human.' Then without uttering a word he got near
and sat by her side like a sitting of a couple. And when he desired her, she
was disturbed. He said to her: "Why are you disturbed?' She said: I am afraid
of this,' — and pointed with her hand to the sky. He said: 'Have you ever done
this? (i.e., adultery) She said: 'No, by His Might!' He said: 'You are afraid of
Him such, though you have not done that before, while I am forcing you. By
Alldh! I deserve to have this fear and fright more than you do.'*
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He [‘a.s.] said: "Then he got up and left her without doing anything
and went to his family. He (after that) had no any other intention but of
repentance and return.

"One day when he was on his way, he accidentally met a monk, and
the heat of the sun became furious on them. The monk said to the young
man: 'Pray to Alldh to shade us with a cloud, because the sun is burning us.'
The young man said: 'I do not see in my self to have any good thing with
All3h so that I may dare to ask for anything from Him.' The monk said:
'So, I will pray and you say: Amen.' He said: 'Very well.' The monk started
praying and the young man was saying: Amen. Soon, they were shaded
with a cloud (over their heads). They walked under the cloud for a long
time of the day until they separated at a two-way junction. The young man
took one way and the monk took another. But the cloud followed the young
man. The monk said: "You are better than me, because your invocation
was accepted and not mine. So, let me know what your story is?' Thus, the
young man told him the story of that lady. The monk said: "Your past sins
have been forgiven due to the fear (of Alldh) that has entered your heart.
So, be careful how you deal with yourself in future.'"

1610-9. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Ali ibn
an-Nu‘man that Hamzah ibn Humrin said:
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"I heard Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: 'There is, in one of the memorized
sermons of the Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) that he said: "O you
people! There are some peculiarities for you, so you should terminate with
those peculiarities; and there are ends for you, so you should terminate with
those ends. Verily, a believer acts between two fears: Between the time that
has passed (of his life), and he does not know how Allah will deal with him;
and the remaining time (of his life) that he does not know how Allah will
decree for him. Then the faithful servant should take from himself for himself
and in his world for his Hereafter, and in his youth before his old age, and in
his life before his death. By He in Whose hand is the soul of Muhammad!
After this world there is no any chance for excuse or repentance, and after it
there is no any abode other than Paradise or the Fire."""

1611-10. From him (-) Ahmad (-) Ibn Mahbiib () Dawld ar-Raqqi
that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said about the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty: But such as fears the Station of his Lord, for them shall
be two gardens; (Qur., 55:46).

"If someone comes to know that All&h sees him, hears what he says and
knows he does, whether good or bad. So, that one (knowledge) hinders him
from the ugly acts, and that is the one who feared the Station of his Lord
and forbade the soul its caprice; (Qur., 79:40)."
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1612-11. From him (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn Sindn (-) Ibn
Muskan that al-Hasan ibn Ab1 Sdrah said:

"I heard Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: 'A believer cannot be a believer
unless he is fearful and hopeful. He cannot also be fearful and hopeful
unless he acts upon to what he fears from and hopes for.'"

1613~12. Al ibn Ibrdhim (~) Muhammad ibn ‘Is3 () Yiinus (-) Fudayl
ibn ‘Uthmén (-) Abi ‘Ubaydah al-Hadhdha’ that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"A believer is between two fears: The past sin for which he does know
how Alldh will deal with him; and the life that has remained, which he does
not know what he will gain in it of the perils. Thus, he does not wake up in
the morning but he is fearful and nothing can correct him but fear."

1614-13. ‘Ali ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (—) Ibn Ab1 ‘Umayr (-) some of
his co-sectarians that Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"My father ( ‘a.s.) used to say: 'He who has no two lights in his heart is
not a faithful servant: the light of fear and the light of hope. If this one is
weighed it will not exceed that one, and if that one is weighed it will not
exceed this one."
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~34—
Chapter on
Having Good Opinion of Allih,
To Whom belong Might and Majesty

1615-1. A group of our co-sectarians () Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
[bn Mahbib (-) Dawiid ibn Kathir (-) Abid ‘Ubaydah al-Hadhdha’ that
Abi Ja‘far (“a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said: 'Allih, the Blessed, the
Sublime, said: "Those who do good deeds for My reward should not rely
on their deeds, because, if they strive and put themselves in trouble — for
the whole of their lifetime — in My worship, they are still incapable in their
worship to attain the utmost degree of My worship for what they ask of
My generosity and bliss in My gardens and exaltation of the most sublime
degrees in My proximity. Rather, they should put trust on My mercy and
hope for My grace, and they should be confident of My good opinion. Then
My Mercy will overtake them and they will attain My pleasure, and My
forgiveness will cover them with My pardoning. Indeed, I am Allih, the
Beneficent, the Merciful, and by that I am called so."'"
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1616-2. Ibn Mahbiib (—) Jamil ibn Silih (—) Burayd ibn Mu‘dwiyah that
Abt Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"We found in the book of ‘Alf (‘a.s.) that the Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.
w.a.w.s.) said, while he was on his pulpit: '‘By He that there is no god save Him!
No any believer ever granted with the good of the world and the Hereafter
but due to his good opinion of Alldh and his hope on Him as well as his good
manner and abstention from backbiting the believers. By He that there is no
god save Him! Alldh will not chastise a believer after his repentance and quest
for forgiveness except due to his evil thought of Alldh and his negligence in
having hope on Him as well as his ill manner and his backbiting the believers.
By He that there is no god save Him! No any faithful servant will have good
opinion of Alldh but Alldh has that opinion with His faithful servant because
Allah is Generous, in His hand are good things, He is ashamed to act with
His faithful servant — who has good opinion of Him — against his opinion and
hope. So, have good thought of Him and incline towards Him.'"

1617-3. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isd (-)
Muhammad ibn Isma‘il ibn Bazi‘ that Abu 'I-Hasan ar-Ridi (‘a.s.) said:

"Have good opinion of Alldh, because Alldh, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty, says: 'I am with the opinion that My faithful servant has
towards Me, if it is good, then My (treatment) will be good, and if it is bad,
then My (treatment) will be bad.'"
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1618-4. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim () his father (-) al-Qdsim ibn Muhammad (-)
al-Mingqari that Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah said:

"I heard Abu ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: "To have good opinion of Allih
is: Not to have hope on other than Alldh and not fear anything other than
your sin.""

~35—
Chapter on
Confession of Shortcoming

1619—1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is3
(-) al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib (-) Sa‘d ibn Ab1 Khalaf () Abu 'l-Hasan Musa
(‘a.s.) said:

"He [ ‘a.s.] said to one of his sons: 'O my son! You must be serious not
to let yourself to exceed the limit of shortcoming in the worship of Allah,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, and His obedience. Surely, Alldh is
not worshipped as He deserves.'"
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1620-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Ab1 ‘Abdilldh (-)
some of the Irdqis (-) Muhammad ibn al-Muthanna al-Hadrami (-) his
father (—) ‘Uthman ibn Zayd that Jabir said:

"Abil Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said to me: 'O Jabir! May Alldh not depart you from
shortcoming and deficiency!'?"

1621-3. From him (-) Ibn Faddal that al-Hasan ibn al-Jahm said:

"I heard Abu 'l-Hasan ( ‘a.s.) saying: 'A man from the Children of Israel
worshipped Alldh for forty years, then he offered a sacrifice but it was not
accepted. He said himself: "Whatever you are given but it is from you, and
no sin but it is from you.""'"

He [ ‘a.s.] said: "Then Alldh the Blessed, the Sublime, revealed to him:
"The blame you have made to yourself is better than your worship of forty
years.'"

1622-4. Abii “Alf al-Ash‘ari (-) ‘Isd ibn Ayyuab (-) ‘Alf ibn Mahziyar
(=) al-Fadl ibn Yinus that Abu 'l-Hasan (‘a.s.) said:

"Keep saying a lot: 'O Alldh! Do not make me of the lenders and do
not take me out from the shortcoming.'" He [al-Fadl] said: "I said: 'As for
the lenders I know that a lender is a man who lends faith then he comes
out from it. But what is the meaning of: "Do not take me out from the
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shortcoming?"' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: "Whatever act you intend for the sake
of Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, then regard yourself to be
negligent in that because most of the people are negligent in their acts
between them-selves and Alldh except those who are protected by Allih,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty.'"

-36 -
Chapter on
Obedience and Piety

1623—1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Abi Nasr (-) Muhammad, brother of ‘Urdm [Ghardm] (-) Muhammad ibn
Muslim that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Don't let these (different) beliefs to deceive you. By Alldh! He is not our
Shi‘ah (follower) unless he obeys Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty."

1624-2. A group of our co-sectarians () Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Ibn Faddal (-) ‘Asim ibn Humayd (=) Abii Hamzah ath-Thumalf that Abai
Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:
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"The Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘aw.a.w.s.) delivered a sermon in his last
pilgrimage (hajjati I-wadd ‘) and said: 'O you people! By Alladh! Nothing can
bring you close to Paradise or keep you away from the [Hell-]Fire but what I
have commanded you to do. Also, nothing can bring you close to the [Hell-]
Fire or keep you away from the Paradise but what I have forbidden you. Truly,
the Trusted Spirit [Gabriel] inspired into my heart that no soul will die until his
subsistence is accomplished. So fear Alldh and be moderate in demand; and
any delay in obtaining subsistence should not oblige you to obtain it unlawfully,
because what is with Alldh cannot be obtained but by His obedience.'"

1625-3. Abl ‘Ali al-Ash‘arT () Muhammad ibn Silim* and Ahmad
ibn AbT ‘Abdilldh (-) his father, both of them (—) Ahmad ibn an-Nadr (-)
‘Amr ibn Shimr (~) Jabir that Abl Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Q Jabir! Is it enough for someone, who claims to be Shi‘ah, to speak
about our love, of the Household (of the Prophet)? By Alldh! They are not
Shi‘ahs, until they fear Allih and obey Him. And, O Jabir! They are not
recognized but by humbleness, submissiveness, trust, much remembrance of
Allah, fasting, prayer, dutiful to parents, paying attention to neighbours of
those who are poor, needy, debtors and orphans. They speak the truth, reciting
Qur'an, withholding their tongues from (speaking ill of) people except of their
goodness, and they are the trustees of their tribes in every thing."
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Jabir said: "Then I said: 'O son of the Messenger of Alldh! Today, we
do not know anyone with such attributes.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Don't let these
(different) beliefs to deceive you. Is it enough for a man to say: I love ‘All
and I follow him, but he is not with him practically? Then if he says: I love
the Messenger of Alldh, because the Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘aw.a.ws.) is
better than ‘Al1 (‘a.s.) but he does not follow his [s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.]'s behaviour
nor does he practices his sunnah, so his love has no any benefit for him
[s.a. ‘aw.a.w.s.]. So, fear Alldh and act for what is with Allzh. There is no any
kinship between Alldh and anyone. The most beloved servants before Allih,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, [and the noblest of them before Him]
is their piety and deeds by obedience. O Jabir! By Allah, nothing can draw
someone near to Alldh, the Blessed, the Sublime, except by obedience. There
is no an acquittal with us from the (Hell-)Fire (for anyone), and no one has
any argument against Alldh. Whoever is obedient to Alldh he is our friend,
and whoever disobeys Alldh he is then our enemy. You will not attain our
friendship (wildyah) except by (good) deed and piety.'"

1626—4. ‘Alt ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father* and Muhammad ibn Isma‘il
(-) al-Fadl ibn Shadhan, both of them (-) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Hishim ibn
al-Hakam that Abi ‘Abdillzh (‘a.s.) said:

"When the Day of Resurrection comes, a group of people will rise
and knock the door of Paradise. They will be asked: "Who are you?' They
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will reply: 'We are the people of patience.' It will be said to them: 'For
what reason were you patient?' Then they will say: "We were patient in
obedience to Alldh and took patience in avoiding disobedience of Him.'
Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, will then say: 'They are right!
Enter them in Paradise.' And that is the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty: Surely the patient will be paid their wages in full
without reckoning, (Qur., 39:10).

1627-5. Muhammad ibn Yahyad (-) Ahmad ibn Mubammad (-)
Muhammad ibn Sindn (-) Fudayl ibn ‘Uthmén () Abii ‘Ubaydah that Aba
Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful, may the blessing of Allih be upon
him, used to say: 'A deed (performed) with piety is not little. How can it be
little what has been accepted?' "

1628-6. Humayd ibn Ziyid (-) al-Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Sami‘ah (-)
some of his co-sectarians (—) Aban (-) ‘Amr ibn Khalid that Abd Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"O company of Shi‘ah! — The followers of the progeny of Muhammad
— Be of middle support so that the exaggerator may return to you and the
later may join you. A man from Ansir called Sa‘d said: 'May I be made
your ransom! Who is an exaggerator (al-ghdli)?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Some
people say about us what we do not say that about ourselves. They are not
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of us and we are not of them.' He said: 'Then who is the later (at-£a/i)? He
[ ‘a.s.] said: "When a seeker of an object (a/-murtdd) intends well, he will be
granted with good in recompense for that. He [ ‘a.s.] then turned to us and
said: ‘By Alldh! There is neither any acquittal with us, from Alldh, nor any
kinship between us and Alldh or have any argument against Him; and we
do not seek nearness to Alldh but by obedience. So, whoever among you is
obedient to Alldh, will benefit from our friendship (wildyah); and whoever
among you is disobedient to Alldh, will not benefit from our wildyah. Woe
unto you not to be misled! Woe unto you not to be misled!' "

1629-7. A group of our co-sectarians (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) ‘Uthmain ibn ‘Isi that Mufaddal ibn ‘Umar said:

"I was with Abli ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) when the talk about deeds (al-a ‘mal)
arose, and I said: 'How insignificant are my deeds!" He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Be
quiet! Ask forgiveness of Alldh.' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said to me: 'Surely, a few
deeds (performed) with piety are better than many deeds without piety.' I
said: 'How can it be many without piety?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Yes, it is just like
a man who feeds his own food to others, kind to his neighbours and the
door of his house is always open (to guests and the needy); and whenever
a forbidden door opens before him, he will enter it, and this is the deed
without piety. There is another one who does not have such things but
when a forbidden door opens before him, he does not enter it.'"
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1630-8. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-) Abt
Dawud al-Mustariq (-) Muhsin al-Mithamf that Ya‘qiib ibn Shu‘ayb said:

"1 heard Abl ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: 'Alldh, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty, has not moved a servant from disgrace of sins to the rank of
piety unless he enriched him without wealth, made him honourable without
kinsfolk, and made him close (to Him) without mankind.'"

-37 -
Chapter on
Piety

1631-1. ‘Alr ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-)
Abu '-Maghrd’ (-) Zayd ash-Shahhdm (-) ‘Amr ibn Sa‘id ibn Hilal ath-
Thagqaft that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said (when): I said to him:

"I don't meet but once in a couple of years, so, inform me of something
that I can take it with me. Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'I advise you to have fear of
Alldh and piety and effort (jjtihdd); and know that there is no benefit in that
effort without piety.""

160

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAFI / Belief and UnBelief Ch.37/vv_ob A 4 oty / yish

Jbr—g’a*bu‘%‘awﬂa’—-‘*—‘a VS R RN v/nvv
iy 155 15y A Gkt FEL b e f s

.ju‘a‘adwufJu‘deuﬁdfw\gby v/\wv

- [ A, o 0 .‘°,, /:5:,‘, ftj\b F f’ ..
Vbl e G I Y G gl 1STLE J6 ¢ AR 5 uuu\.u,,ug;,
o

wdtupdwd;u;.uududmiu;uwfd.m £ire

JL’D\D\AU\ML}‘UF)}L&JdIUJ‘J

a@;y:pxéﬁ;y

Mgdﬁ@\:bjdw&iupu)ﬂ dLagu‘uow ofyvivo
'JL’)L-*!Q{

Sl 53001 13 A TR

* 3k ok ok Xk

1632-2. Muhammad ibn Yahyid (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Hasan ibn Mahbb that Hadid ibn Hakim said:

“I heard Abu ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: 'Fear Allah and preserve your
religion by piety.'"

1633-3. Abl ‘Al1 al-Ash‘arT () Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbar (-)
Safwan ibn Yahya that Yazid ibn Khaltfah said:

"Abu ‘Abdillih, peace be upon him, preached us, then he commanded
and bid us to devotion (of Alldh). He [ ‘a.s.] then said: "You must have piety
because what is with Alldh cannot reach Him except by piety.'"

1634—4. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn Khilid (-) Ibn Faddal (-) Abu Jamilah (-) Ibn Abi Ya‘fiir that Abi
‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"No profit in an effort in which there is no piety."

1635-5. From him (-) his father (—) Fadalah ibn Ayyiib (-) al-Hasan ibn
Ziyad as-Sayqal that Fudayl ibn Yasir said:

"Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said: 'Surely, the best worship is piety.'"
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1636—6. Muhammad ibn Yahyi (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is (-)
Muhammad ibn Isma ‘il ibn Bazi‘that Hanan ibn Sadir said:

"Abu 's-Sabbih al-Kindni said to Abd ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.): "What taunts we
have to endure from people because of you?' Abii Abdillah (‘a.s.) then said:
‘What do you endure from people because of me?' He said: "Whenever any talk
between me and a man takes place, he calls me: "Wicked Ja‘fari".' Then he
[‘a.s.] said: 'Do people taunt you because of me?' Abu 's-Sabbih said: 'Yes.' He
[‘a.s.] then said: 'By Alldh, how few among you are, who follow Ja‘far! The
only companions of mine are those, who make firm their piety, act for their
Creator, and hope for its reward (from Him), then these are my followers.'"

1637—7. Hanan ibn Sadir () Abii Sarah al-Ghazzil that Aba Ja‘far
(‘as.) said:

"Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, said: 'O son of Adam!
Avoid what I have forbidden for you so that you may be the most piety one
among people.'”

1638-8. ‘Ali ibn Ibrihim () his father* and ‘Ali ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Qasim ibn Muhammad (-) Sulaymén al-Mingari that Hafs ibn Ghiyath said:

"T asked Aba ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) about the piousness of people. He [ ‘a.s.]
said: 'He who refrains from the forbidden acts by Allah, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty.""
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1639-9. Muhammad ibn Yahya (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isd (-)
‘Al ibn an-Nu‘maén that Abii Usdmah said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: '(I advise you to have) fear of
Allah, piety, effort, truthfulness in speech, deliverance of trusts, good
manners and good neighbourhood. Also, invite people toward yourselves
(your religion) without (using) your tongues (i.e. with your good conduct),
and be a matter of honour and do not be a matter of dishonour. Keep
prolonging your bowings (ruki ‘) and prostrations (sujid), if any one of
you prolongs his bowings and prostrations, Satan will scream from behind
him that: "Woe to me, he obeyed and I disobeyed, he prostrated and I
refrained.""'"

1640-10. Muhammad ibn Yahyi (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa
(-) ‘Al1 ibn Abi Zayd that his father said:

"I was with Abil ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) when ‘Isd ibn ‘Abdillah al-Qummi
entered and (Abi ‘Abdilldh) welcomed him and made him sit next to him
and then said: 'O ‘Is ibn ‘Abdillah, he is not of us — nor has any honour —
he who lives in a city with 100,000 population or more, in which there is
only one person more pious than him.'"
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1641~11. From him (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-) Ibn Faddal
() ‘Alt ibn ‘Ugbah (—) Abi Kahmas that ‘Amr ibn Sa‘id ibn Hilal said:

"I said to Abd ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.): 'Advice me.' He (‘a.s.) said: "I advise
you to have fear of Alldh, piety and to make effort; and know that there is
no benefit in that effort in which there is no piety.'"

1642-12. From him (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Alf ibn al-Hakam
(-) Sayfibn ‘Amirah (—) Abu 's-Sabbah al-Kinani that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Support us with piety. Surely, he who meets Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, with piety, will have relief with Alldh. Verily, Allih,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: Whosoever obeys Allah, and
the Messenger they are with those whom AllGh has blessed, Prophets, just
men, martyrs, and the righteous good companions they! (Qur., 4:69). So,
prophet is from us, just man is from us, martyrs and the righteous ones."

1643-13. “Al1 ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Ibn Mahbiib (=) Ibn Ri’db
that Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"We do not consider a man to be a believer unless he is obedient and
adherent to all our command. Verily, piety is among the obedience and
adherence to our command, so adorn yourselves by it (piety), may Alldh
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have mercy upon you, and afflict our enemies gravely by it, may Alldh
raise you."

1644-14. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Hajjal (-) al-‘Ala’ that Ibn Abi Ya‘fiir said:

"Abu ‘Abdillah, (‘a.s.) said: 'Be you inviters of people (towards your
creed) without (using) your tongues so that they may see your piety, effort,
prayer and goodness. Surely that istrue invitation.'"

1645-15. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad () ‘Alf ibn Muhammad ibn Sa‘ld
(=) Muhammad ibn Muslim that Muhammad ibn Hamzah al-*Alawf said:

""Ubaydulldh ibn ‘ANl informed me that Abu 'l-Hasan, the First, (‘a.s.)
said: 'lI repeatedly heard my father saying: "He is not among our Shi‘ahs,
about whom women behind their curtains cannot (hesitate to) relate about
his piety. Also, he is not among our followers he who lives in a city with
10,000 populations in which there is a man — among the creatures of Alldh
— who is more pious than him.""'"
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~38—
Chapter on
Chastity

1646-1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Hammad ibn ‘Isi () Hariz
(-) Zuridrah that Abii Ja‘far ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Alldh was not worshipped by anything better than chastity of stomach
and private part."

1647-2. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l (~) Hanan ibn Sadir that his father said:

"Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said: "Verily, the best worship is chastity of stomach
private part.'"

1648-3. A group of our co-sectarians (~) Sahl ibn Ziyad () Ja‘far ibn
Muhammad al-Ash‘ari (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn Maymiin al-Qaddih’ (-) Abi
‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful, may the blessing of Allih be upon
him, used to say: 'The best worship is chastity.""
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1649—4. A group of our co-sectarians () Ahmad ibn Abi ‘Abdillih
(- his father () an-Nadr ibn Suwayd (-) Yahya ibn ‘Imrén al-Halabi (~)
Mu‘alld AbT ‘Uthmin that Abii Basir said:

"A man said to Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.): 'T am weak in action and I rarely fast,
but I hope that not to eat except what is lawful.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: "Which
effort is better than chastity of stomach and private part.'"

1650-5. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () an-Nawfali (-) as-Sakiini
that Abl ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.wa.w.s.) said: 'Most of the things that
would cause my ummah to enter the Fire are two hollows: the stomach and
the private part.'"

1651-6. And through his [ ‘Al ibn Ibrahtm's] chain of narrators, he [ ‘a.s.] said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said: 'I fear three things for my
ummah after me: Straying after (possessing) the knowledge, misguidance
of the trials and lust for stomach and private part.'"

1652-7. Aba ‘Alt al-Ash‘ari (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbar ()
some of his co-sectarians that Maymiin al-Qaddah' said:

"I heard Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) saying: 'There is no worship better than
chastity of stomach and private part.'"
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1653-8. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Ali ibn al-
Hakam (-) Sayf ibn ‘Amirah () Mansiir ibn Hazim that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"There is no worship better, before Alldh, than chastity of stomach and
private part."

-39
Chapter on
Avoidance of the Forbidden Acts

1654—1. Muhammad ibn Yahya () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (~) al-
Hasan ibn Mahbiib (-) Dawiid ibn Kathir ar-Raqqi that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.)
said about the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: But such
as fears the Station of his Lord, for them shall be two gardens, (Qur., 55:46):

"He who knows that Alldh, to Whom belongs Might and Majesty, sees
him, hears what he says and does, whether good or evil, so, that (awareness)
hinders him from the ugly acts, that is the one who feared the Station of his
Lord and forbade the soul its caprice, (Qur., 79:40)."
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1655-2. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Hammad ibn ‘Is (—) Ibrdhim
ibn ‘Umar al-Yamaéni that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"On the Day of Resurrection every eye will be weeping except three:
An eye that stays awake (at night) in Alldh's way, an eye that weeps in the
fear of Alldh and an eye that is closed against the forbidden acts by Allh."

1656-3. ‘Ali (~) Muhammad ibn ‘Isd (~) Yiinus (-) the person whom he
mentioned that Abt ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"In what Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has conversed
secretly with Misi (‘a.s.) was: 'O Misa! The seckers of nearness did not
seek nearness to Me like abstinence from My prohibitions. Verily, I will
permit them (to enter) the Gardens of Eden (where) I will not associate
with none of them.'"

1657—4. ‘Ali [ibn Ibrdhim] (-) his father (—) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Hishdm
ibn Salim (-) Abu ‘Ubaydah that Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"One of the most stringent things that Alldh has made obligatory upon
his creatures is much remembrance of Alldh." He [ ‘a.s.] then said: "I do not
mean (saying): Glory be to Alldh, and praise be to Alldh, and there is no
god save Alldh, and Allh is Greater. Although this is also remembrance (of
Allgh), but the intention is to remember Allh in what he has made lawful
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and unlawful, that if it is obedience he executes it and if it is disobedience
he avoids that.”

1658-5. Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (—) Hishdm ibn Silim that Sulayman ibn
Khalid said:

"I asked Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) about the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty: We shall advance upon what work they have done,
and make it a scattered dust, (Qur., 25:23). He said: 'Indeed, by Allah, if
their deeds were whiter than the Egyptian fine cloths, but when they come
across a forbidden thing, they do not give it up.'"

1659-6. ‘Al (-) his father (~) an-Nawfali (-) as-Sakiini that Abi
‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said: 'He who abstains from
disobeying Alldh due to the fear of Alldh, the Blessed, the Sublime, Alldh
will satisfy him on the Day of Resurrection.'"
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Chapter on
Rendering (Islamic) Duties

1660-1. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Sahl ibn Ziyad* and ‘Ali ibn
Ibrahim (-) his father, both of them (~) Ibn Mahbtb that Abii Hamzah ath-
Thumali said:

" ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn, may the blessing of Alldh be upon both of them,
said: 'He who acts upon what Alldh has made obligatory on him; he is the
best of people.'"

1661-2. ‘Al ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (-) Hammad ibn ‘Is3 (-) al-
Husayn ibn al-Mukhtér () ‘Abdulldh ibn Abi Ya‘fir (-) Abid ‘Abdilldh
(‘a.s.) about the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: be
patient, and vie you in patience; be steadfast; (Qur., 3:200), said:

"Be patient on rendering (Islamic) duties."

1662-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-)
‘Abdu ‘r-Rahman ibn AbT Najrin (~) Hammad ibn ‘Isd (=) Abu 's-Safitij
(-) Abti ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) about the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty: be patient, and vie you in patience, be steadfast, (ibid.), said:
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"Be patient on rendering (Isldmic) duties, vie you for calamities, and be
steadfast with the Im3ms (‘a.s.)."

And in the narration of Ibn Mahbiib from Abu 's-Safétij [he added]: and
Sear Alldah; haply so you will prosper, (ibid.)

1663—4. ‘Alf ibn Ibradhim (=) his father (-) an-Nawfali (-) as-Sakiini
that Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

“The Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.ws.) said: 'Act upon what Allih
has ordained, and you will be the most pious of people.'"

1664-5. A group of our co-sectarians () Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn
Faddal (-) Abt Jamilah (—) Muhammad al-Halabi that Abt Abdillzh ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Allah, the Blessed, the Sublime, said: 'No servant has ever endeared
himself to Me most, but by accomplishing what I have obliged upon him.'"
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—41 -
Chapter on
Steadiness in Work and Perseverance in That

1665~1. ‘Alt ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father () Ibn AbT ‘Umayr (-) Hammad
that al-Halab1 said:

"Abi ‘Abdilldh, (‘a.s.) said: 'If a man is busy with (good) work, so he
continues on that for a year, then he wants to change it — and that because
the Night of Destiny (Laylatu 'I-Qadr) has come to pass in that (year) —
while he was busy with that work, the reward of that work will be written
for him.""

1666-2. ‘All ibn Ibrahim () his father () Hammad ibn ‘Is3 (-) Hariz
(=) Zurdrah that Abl Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The dearest works before Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
is what the servant (of Alldh) perseveres in that, even if it is insignificant."

1667-3. Abi ‘Ali al-Ash‘ari (—) ‘Isd ibn Ayyiib (-) ‘All ibn Mahziyar
(-) Fadalah ibn Ayyilib (-) Mu‘d@wiyah ibn ‘Ammar (—) Nujabah that Abi
Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Nothing is dearer to Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, than a
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work in which there is perseverance even if it is insignificant."

1668—4. From him (-) Fadalah ibn Ayyiib (-) Mu‘dwiyah ibn ‘Ammar
(-) Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

" ‘All ibn al-Husayn, may the blessing of Alldh be upon both of them,
used to say: 'l like to continue with a work even if it is insignificant.'"

1669-5. From him (~) Fadilah ibn Ayyab (-) al-‘Ala’ (~) Muhammad
ibn Muslim that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

" ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn, may the blessing of Alldh be upon both of them,
used to say: 'I like to approach Alldh with my work being upright.'"

1670-6. A group of our co-sectarians, (—~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Muhammad ibn Ismi‘il (-) Ja‘far ibn Bashir (~) Abdu 'I-Karim ibn ‘Amr
that Sulaymén ibn Khalid said:

"Abl ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: 'Take care not to give up, for twelve months,
an obligation which you have made incumbent upon yourself.'"
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Chapter on
Worship

1671-1. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Ibn Mahbuib (—) ‘Umar ibn Yazid () Abu ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"It is written in Tawrdt (the Old Testament): O Son of Adam! Devout
yourself to My worship, so that I may fill your heart with free of want and
would not let you alone with your demand. Also, it is upon Me to remove
poverty from you and fill your heart with My fear. But if you do not devout
yourself to My worship I shall fill your heart with world business, then I
shall not remove poverty from you and let you alone with your demand."

1672-2. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Is that Abii Jamilah said:

"Abl ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: 'Alldh, the Blessed, the Sublime, said: O
my true servants! Enjoy yourselves with My worship in the world; surely
you will enjoy yourselves (the result of it) in the Hereafter.'"

1673-3. ‘Al ibn Ibrdhim () Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (<) Yinus (-) ‘Amr
ibn Jami‘(-) Abl ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:
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"The Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said: 'The best of the people
is he who loves worship. He embraces it and loves it wholeheartedly. He
practices it with his physical and confines himself to it; then he does not
care what happens to his worldly affairs, whether it is hard or easy.'"

1674—4. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-)
Shadhan ibn al-Khalil, said: And I wrote in a letter — by the chain of his
transmission (yarfa ‘uhu) to ‘Is ibn ‘Abdillah — said:

" Isd ibn ‘Abdilldh said to Abid ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.): 'May I be made your
ransom! What is worship?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Good intention in obedience
through which ways Alldh is obeyed. O you ‘Isa! Verily, you will not be a
believer unless you recognize the abrogative from the abrogated.'

"He said: 'I said: "May I be made your ransom! What is the knowledge of
the abrogative from the abrogated?" ' He said: "Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Is it not
that you are with the Imdm and reconcile yourself on good intention in his
obedience, then he passes away and another Imdm comes, and you reconcile
yourself on good intention in his obedience?' " He said: "I said: 'Yes.' He
[ ‘a.s.] said: 'This is the knowledge of the abrogative from the abrogated.' "

1675-5. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father () Ibn Mahbiib (-) Jamil (-)
Hariln ibn Kharijah that Aba Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:
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"(Surely) the worshippers (of Alldh) are of three (types): Some people
worship Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, out of fear that is a
worship of the slave. Some people worship Allgh, the Blessed, the Sublime,
seeking reward that is a worship of the hirelings. And some people worship
Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, out of love towards Him that is
a worship of the freemen. This is the best of the worships."

1676-6. ‘All () his father (-) an-Nawfall (~) as-Sakiini that Abd
‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (sa. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said: 'How ugly is poverty
after wealth, and how ugly is sin after contempt, and uglier than that is a
worshiper of Alldh who gave up his worship."

1677-7. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Washshd’ (-) ‘Asim ibn Humayd (-) Abl Hamzah that ‘Alf ibn al-Husayn
(‘a.s.) said:

"He, who acts upon what Allah has made obligatory on him, is the best
worshiper [of Allih] of all people.”
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Chapter on
Intention

1678-1. *‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father () Ibn Mahbiib () Milik ibn
‘Atiyyah (-) Abi Hamzah (-) ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn, may the blessing of
Alldh be upon both of them, said:

"There is no work without intention."

1679-2. ‘Al1 (-) his father (-) an-Nawfali (-) as-Sakiini that Abl
‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘aw.a.w.s.) said: 'The intention of a
believer is better than his work, and the intention of a disbeliever is worse
than his work, and every worker acts according to his intention.'"

1680-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn
Mahbib (-) Hishdm ibn S3lim () Abu Basir that Aba ‘Abdilldh ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, a poor believing servant may say: 'O my Lord! Provide me
(with wealth) so that I may do such and such of goodness and kindness.
When Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, knows that of his good
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intention, He writes down for him the same reward as if he had done that.
Indeed Allah is All embracing, All knowing, (Qur., 2:115).

1681-4. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (-) ‘Ali ibn Asbat (—~) Muhammad ibn Ishdq ibn al-Husayn (-) ‘Amr
(-) Hasan ibn Abéin that Abu Basir said:

"I asked Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) about the limit of worship that if someone
accomplishes that, has he fulfilled his duty? He said: 'Good intention with
obedience.'"

1682-5. ‘All ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (—) al-Q&sim ibn Muhammad (-)
al-Mingari (-) Ahmad ibn Yiinus that Abii Hashim said:

“Abl ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: 'Surely, the inmates of the Fire are to
remain in the Fire forever, because their intentions in this world were, if
they were to abide here forever, they were to disobey Allah forever. But
the inhabitants of Paradise are to remain in Paradise forever, because their
intentions in this world were, if they were to remain here, they were to
obey Alldh forever. It is because of their intentions that both these and
those (inhabitants) were made to abide forever.' Then he recited the Word
of Allah, the Sublime: Say: Every one acts according to his own manner;
(Qur., 17:84). He [ ‘a.s.] said (it means): 'On his intention."'"
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— 44 —
A Chapter

1683—1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (--) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isd () Ibn
Mahbiib (-) al-Ahwal (-) Saldm ibn al-Mustanir (~) Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.ws.) said: 'Truly, for every act
of worship there is an enthusiasm, then it results in weakness. Thus, he
whose enthusiasm of worship resulted in my sunnah (tradition) has been
indeed guided, and he, who disagreed with my tradition, has indeed
strayed, and his work has perished. Verily, I pray, I sleep, I fast, I eat, I
laugh and I cry, so, he who dislikes my way and tradition, he is not of me.'
He (5s.a. ‘a.wa.w.s.) also said: 'Sufficient for death is advice. Sufficient for
certainty is sufficiency and sufficient for worship is work.'"

1684-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) al-Hajjal
that Tha‘labah said:

"Abu ‘Abdillah, (‘a.s.) said: 'For everyone there is an enthusiasm, and
for ever enthusiasm there is weakness. Blessed is he whose weakness is
towards goodness.'"
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— 45—
Chapter on
Moderation in Worship

1685-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isd (-)
Muhammad ibn Sindn (-) Abi 'l-Jérad that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said: 'Verily, this religion is
firm, so penetrate deeply into it with gentleness and do not make it hateful
the worship of Allah to the servants of Allih, so you will be like a helpless
rider who has neither reached his destination nor his mount remained safe
for him.""

# Muhammad ibn Sindn (-) Mugqarrin () Muhammad ibn Siiqah (-)
Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) the same tradition.

1686-2. ‘All ibn Ibrahim (-) his father* and Muhammad ibn Ismi‘Tl
(-) al-Fadl ibn Shadhan, both of them (-) Ibn AbT ‘Umayr (~) Hafs ibn al-
Bakhtari that Abi ‘Abdillzh (‘a.s.) said:

"Do not make worship hateful to yourselves."
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1687-3. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-)
Muhammad ibn Ism&‘il that Handn ibn Sadir said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdilldh ( ‘a.s.) saying: 'If Alldh, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty, loves someone, then if he does little works, He rewards him with
great, and it does not unduly impress him to reward in great for a little work."'"

1688—4. A group of our co-sectarians () Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn Faddal
(-) al-Hasan ibn al-Jahm (-) Mansiir (-) Abii Basir that Ab ‘Abdillh (‘a.s.) said:

"I was making a circuit (of the Ka‘bah) when my father passed by me.
(At that time) I was young and active in worship. My father saw me while
I was wet with perspiration. Then he [‘a.s.] said to me: 'O Ja‘far, my son!
Surely, if Alldh loves a servant He makes him enter Paradise while He is
well pleased with him with a little (deeds).'"

1689-5. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim () his father (~) Ibn Ab1 ‘Umayr (-) Hafs ibn
al-Bakhtari and others, that Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"I was very active in worship when I was young. My father said to me:
'O my son! Do less than what I see you doing (in worship), surely, if Allgh,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, loves a servant, He is well pleased
with him with a little (deeds).'"
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1690-6. Humayd ibn Ziydd (-) al-Khashshdb (-) Ibn Bagqqdh (-)
Mu‘adh ibn Thabit that ‘Amr ibn Jumay* (<) Abi ‘Abdillzh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.wa.w.s.) said: 'O ‘Alil Verily, this
religion is firm, so penetrate deeply into it with gentleness and do not make
the worship of your Lord hateful to your self, because he who makes his
mount exhausted — that is, the rider of the mount who has exaggerated —
has neither left the mount safe nor has he reached his destination. So, act
like someone who hopes to die at elderly age, but at same time be cautious
like someone who fears to die tomorrow.""

—46 ~
Chapter on
He who is notified of a Reward
From Alldh for a Work

1691-1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (~) Ibn AbI ‘Umayr () Hisham
ibn Salim that Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:
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"He who has heard something about a reward for something, and he
did it, he will be granted that (reward), even if it is not as he was notified.”

1692-2. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Muhammad ibn al-Husayn (-)
Muhammad ibn Sindn (-) ‘Imrin az-Za‘farini that Muhammad ibn
Marwiin said:

"I heard Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) saying: 'He who is notified of a reward from
Allah for a work and he does that work in quest of that reward, he will be
granted, even if the report is not as he was notified.'"

184

https://downloadshiabooks.com/





