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.. from Hisham ibn Salim and Hammad ibn “Uthman and others,
said: We heard Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) saying:

My Tradition is the Tradition of my father;
and the Tradition of my father is the Tradition of my grandfatfer;
and the Tradition of my grandfather is the Tradition of alHusayn;
and the Tradition of alHusayn is the Tradition of alHasar;
and the Tradition of alHasan is the Tradition of Amin
FMu'minin (‘a.s.);
and the Tradition of Amiru FMu'minin is the Tradition of the
Messenger of Allh(s.a'a.w.a.);
and the Tradition of the Messenger of AIGK(s.a. ‘a.w.a.)is the
Word of Alliih, to Whom belong Might and Majesty.

(al-Kifi, vol.1, p.51.)
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In the Name of Alldh
The All-Compassionate, The All-Merciful

Praise belongs to Alldh, the Lord of all Being;
the All-Compassionate, the All-Merciful;
the Master of the Day of Judgement.

Thee only we serve; and to Thee alone we pray
Jfor succour.

Guide us in the straight path,
the path of those whom Thou hast blessed,
not of those against whom Thou art wrathful,
nor of those who are astray.

* * * * *

O' AllGh! Send your blessings to the head of
* your messengers and the last of
your prophets,
Muhammad and his pure and cleansed progeny.
Also send your blessings to all your
prophets and envoys.
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Benediction upon the Holy Prophet (s)

The Holy Prophet replies to their question: "How can we
invoke blessings on you?" He replied:

Say:
O’ Allah! Send blessings on Muhammad
and the Household of Muhammad .

Ibn DiAwad, as-Sunan, vol.1, p.224.
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TRANSLITERATION

Symbol Transliteration
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CAUTION

I — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of al-Kafi:
"A group of our associates", quoting from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is,
the Group here means the following five persons: -
1. Abi Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Yahy3 al-* Attar al-Qummd;
2. ‘Al ibn Misi ibn Ja‘far al-Kamandanf;
3. Abi Sulaymdn Dawiud ibn Kawrah al-Qummi;
4. Abu ‘Alf Ahmad ibn Idris ibn Ahmad al-Ash‘arf al-Qummi; and
5. Abu 'l-Hasan ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim ibn Hashim al-Qummi.
II — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of al-Kdfi:
"A group of our associates", quoting from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khailid al-Barqi, the Group here means the following four persons:-
1. Abu 'l-Hasan ‘Al ib Ibrdhim ibn Hashim al-Qummf;
2. Muhammad ibn ‘Abdilldh ibn Udhaynah;
3. Ahmad ibn *‘Abdilldh ibn Umayyah; and
4. ‘Al ibn al-Husayn as-Sa‘d-Abadi.
III — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the the book of al-Kdfi:
"A group of our associates", quoting from Sahl ibn Ziyéd, the Group here
means the following four person:-
1. Abu 'l-Hasan ‘Alf ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrihim ibn Abin ar-Rizj,
who is renowned with ‘Allan al-Kulaynf;
2. Abu 'l-Husayn Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Abdillzh Ja‘far ibn Muhammad
ibn ‘Awn al-Asadi al-Kiiff, resident of Ray;
3. Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn Farrikh ag-Saffar al-Qummi; and
4. Muhammad ibn ‘Aqil al-Kulayni.

IV — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of al-Kafi:
"A Group of our associates", quoting from Ja‘far ibn Muhammad who
quoted from al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf ibn Faddal, one of them is, Abli ‘Abdilladh
al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Imr#n ibn Abi Bakr al-Ash‘arT al-Qummi.

* * * Kk *

XV
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LIST OF

Technical terms and special signs used in the Traditions

bt = U,
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"informed us" or "told us".
"narrated to us".
"related" or "reported to us".

(rafa‘ahu/yarfa‘ahu) a narrator mentions the
name/s of persons/s from whom he narrated,
but the later narrator/s omit his/their names.
(“an) "quoted from", signified by the signs
-

(mursalan/arsalahu) quoting (a Tradition)
from the Prophet or Im3m without describing
the linking sources between the narrator and
the Prophet or Imam.

starting of a new chain of narration.

(salla’llzhu “alayhi wa Zlihi wa sallam) peace
and blessing of Alldh be upon him (the
Prophet) and his progeny (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.).

peace be upon him/her (p.b.u.h.).

peace be upon them (p.b.u.t.).

xvi
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INTRODUCTION TO
THE SECOND VOLUME OF USUL AL-KAFT

Our infinite thanks are due to the Beneficient Allah that after a painful
delay that took place in the translation and publication of another part of
Usal from the book of al-Kafi, now, by the Grace of the Almighty Allih,
this Organization has seriously decided to expedite the work of translation
and publication of the second volume of the book.

Though we lost the services of most of the scholarly group who
worked in the translation of the first volume, nevertheless, we have been
able — by the Help of the Almighty Allah — to acquire valuable resources
with renewed scholarly control. This has given us the initiative for rapid
progress of the work.

The question of morality is one of the most important issues of the day.
Whenever forces of materialism indulge in excesses, the necessity to work
in the field of morality becomes more obvious and urgent. Materialism
leades to oppresion, humiliation, degradation of human character and
increases social insecurity. Fortunately, this second volume of Usu! al-Kaft
generally deals with morality and a part of it deals with supplication and
the Holy Qur'dn.

According to undeniable Hadithu 'th-Thaqalayn and most of the
indisputable narrations from the Shi‘ah and the Sunni that the Holy Qur'an
and the Household of the Holy Prophet (4Alu 'I-Bayf), peace be upon them,
are the Two Inseparable Entities, each perfect in itself, reflecting the others.
Thus, it is necessary that we should hold fast to these Two Inseparable Ones

so that we remain safe from getting astray.
xix
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This collection of al-Kdfi is the teachings of the Ahlu 'I-Bayt (‘a.s.),
and they should be thought along with the Holy Qur'an for the quidance of
the ummah.

Finally, we implore upon Alldh to affect our work purely for His
pleasure, and to help us to complete this work, which we have started. May
Alldh guide us in this step which we have taken and in the future steps, for
He is the best Master and the best Helper.

World Organization for Islamic Services
(W.O.FLS.)

17/3/1435
19/1/2014
Tehran — Iran.
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—-99 _
Chapter on
A Believer, His Signs and Attributes

2282-1. Muhammad ibn Ja‘far (~) Muhammad ibn Isma ‘il (-) ‘Abdulldh
ibn Dahir (-) al-Hasan ibn Yahya (~) Qutham Abi Qatddah al-Harrani (-)
‘Abdulldh ibn Yiinus that Abi ‘Abdilldh ( ‘a.s.) said:

"A man called Hammam — who was a pious man, a worshipper and
diligent — stood up before the Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.), when he
was delivering a speech, and said: 'O Commander of the Faithful! Describe
for us the attributes of a believer in such a way as if we see him.' Then he
[‘a.s.] said:

"'O Hammam! A believer is clever and intelligent; his joy is in his
face and his sadness is in his heart; the widest thing is his chest and the
most humble thing is his soul He restrains from every mortal and hastens
towards every good. He is neither malicious nor jealous, nor hot-headed,.

358
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nor abuser, nor a fault-finder or a slanderer. He dislikes (worldly) elevation
(of rank) and hates (worldly) reputation, his grief is forbearing; his enxiety
is far-feched; his silence is much venerable; (God) remembering, patient,
thanks giver; afflicted with his thought, happy with his poverty, obliging,
gentle-hearted, firm in his promise, less annoying; he neither supports a
liar nor an insolent.

"'When he laughs he does breach, and when gets angry he is not
frivolous; his laugh is (in a form of) smile, his questioning is to learn and
the repetition of his question is to understand. His knowledge is much, his
gentleness is great, his mercy is enormous; he is not greedy, he does not
hurry, he does not get angry, he does not behave insolently, he does not
wrong in his judgment, he does not deviate in his knowledge, his soul is
harder than stone and his occupation is sweeter than honey. He is neither
greedy nor impatient; nor is he harsh or arrogant; nor is he ceremonious or
curious (in worldly matters). His controversy is friendly, his consultation
is generous, he is just when he is angry, gentle when he requests. He is
not careless or insolent or haughty; sincere in his friendship, trustworthy
in his covenant, reliable in contract, affectionate, forbearing, unknown (to
people), of little superfluous, he is pleased with Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, opposer of his carnal desires, not harsh towards his
subordinates and does not interfere in what he is not concemned, helper

359
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of the religion, supporter of the believers, [and] a refuge for Muslims,
the praise (of people) does not deceive his hearing, and greediness does
not harm his heart; and any amusement can turn away his decision, and
(finally) an ignorant cannot realize his knowledge.

"'He does what he says, knowledgeable and prudent; he is neither
abusive nor heedless; he keeps ties with near relatives without sternness;
he is generous without being extravagant; he is neither a deceiver nor
treach-erous, nor does he trace a track (of anyone), or wrong anyone. He
is friendly by nature, endeavoring on earth (for others), an aid for a weak,
a help for a depressed (person); he does not tear apart a veil, nor disclose
a secret. His tribulation is much yet his complaint is little; if he sees any
good he recalls it, but if he witnesses an evil he veils it; covers (one's) fault,
protectes (someone) in absence, nullify the slips and forgives the lapses.
He does become aware of an advice but he keeps it, and he does not leave
any deviation unrectified; he is trustworthy, firm, God-fearing, immaculate,
chaste and pleasant. He is forgiving, speaks well (about people), and has
a good opinion about people; he blames himself of a fault. He shows love
(to people) for the sake of Alldh with knowledge and understanding, and
cuts off, for the sake of Alldh with determination and decision; neither joy
overcomes him nor does cheerfulness make him heedless. He is a reminder
for a learned, a teacher for ignorant, no any misfortune is expected, or fear

360
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of calamity from him. Every endeavour is dear to him than his endeavour,
and every soul is better to him than his soul. He is aware of his faults and
busy with his grief. He does not trust other than his Lord; he is stranger (to
people), alone, and sad; he likes for the sake of All&h, and fights in the cause
of Allih so that he may have followed His pleasure. He, personally, does
not take revenge for himself, nor does he follow the path that displeases his
Lord. He socializes with the poor people, honest with the honest people;
supporter of the righteous people; a help for near relatives; a father for
an orphan; a husband for a widow; affectionate towards those who are
humble; hoped for every adversery and hardship; cheerful and smiling. He
is neither morose nor rough; he is firm and anger repressor; smiling and
clear-sighted; very cautious [he does not act foolishly, but if he is treated
foolishly, he treats with clemency]; he is not stingy but if he is treated with
stinginess, he forbears; when others become niggardly, he reasons so that
he may be ashamed, and he contents so that he may be self sufficient.
"'His modesty overcomes his carnal desire; his affection overcomes
his jealousy, and his forgiveness overcomes his hatred. He does not speak
but the truth and does not dress but economical. His walking is humble,
he is humble to his Lord in order to to obey Him, and he is satisfied with
his Lord in every condition. His intention is pure; there is no any deceit or
treachery in his deeds. His glance is a lesson; his silence is contemplation;
his word is wisdom: counselling, generous, and fraternal. He is a counsellor
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in secrecy and openly; he does not leave his brother alone, back bite him,
plot against him, or feel sorry for what he has lost, or grieve for what he
has been afflicted with, or hope for what is improper for him to have hope.
Also, he does not get despair in difficulty, or show recklessness (when he
is) in comfort to mix clemency with knowledge, or wisdom with patience.
You will find him being far from laziness; his energy is continuous; his
expectation is simple; his slip is little; expecting his death; humble hearted;
remembering his Lord; his self is content; his ignorance negated; his affair
is simple; grieving for his sins; his carnal desire is dead; his anger is
suppressed; his behaviour unpolluted; his neighbor feel secured of him:
his arrogance is weak; he is satisfied with what has been ordained for him;
his patience is sure, his affair is firm; his remembrance [of Alldh] is much.

"'He mingles with people to become aware; he keeps quite to remain
safe; he makes queries to understand; he does business to make profit; he
does not listen to news to be proud of it; he does not speak to magnify
himself to others; his soul is in trouble because of him, and people are
in rest because of him. He puts himself in hardship, while people are at
rest from him. If he is wronged he endures till Alldh takes revenge on
his behalf. His keeping away from others is by way of asceticism and
purification, and his nearness to those to whom he is near is by way of
leniency and mercifulness. His keeping away is not by way of vanity or
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feeling of greatness, nor his nearness is by way of deceit and cheating,
rather he follows those who passed away of good people and he is a leader
for those after him of the righteous people.'"

He (the narrator) said: "Then Hammam screamed out and fainted. The
Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.) then said: 'Truly, by Alldh, I had this
fear of him.' He [‘a.s.] also said: 'Effective advices produce such effects
on receptive minds.' Someone said to him [ ‘a.s.]: 'O Commander of the
Faithful! How is it that you do not receive such an effect?’ The Commander
of the Faithful [‘a.s.] said: "Woe to you! For death there is a fixed term
which cannot be exceeded, and a cause which does not change. Now look,
never repeat such a talk which Satan had put on your tongue.'"

2283-2. ‘Al ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father () Ibn Mahbiib (—) Jamil ibn
Salih (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Ghalib that Abd ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"It behooves a believer to have eight qualities: i) Dignified against
calamities, ii) patient against trial, iii) thankful when in comfort, iv) satisfied
with what Alldh has provided him, v) does not wrong his enemies, nor, vi)
does he commit sin because of his friends, vii) his body is in trouble because
of him, and, viii) people, because of him, are at rest. Verily, knowledge is the
friend of a believer, forbearance is his minister, patience is the commander of
his troops, kindness is his brother and gentleness is his father."
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2284-3. Abt ‘Alial-Ash‘ari (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbar (-) Ibn
Faddal (-) Manstr ibn Yinus (-) Abi Hamzah that ‘Ali ibni 'I-Husayn,
peace be upon them both, said:

"A believer remains silent to be safe, speaks to benefit, he does not
reveal his secrets to his friends, or withhold his testimony from strangers;
nor does he do something good to show off, or leave it out of modesty.
When he is praised, he fears about what they say, so he asks forgiveness
from Allah about what they do not know. The remark of those who do not
know him does not deceive him, and he is afraid of the account of what he
has done."

2285-4. A group of our co-sectarians (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khailid (-) some who narrated it, rafa ‘ahii, Abi ‘Abdillzh ( ‘a.s.) said:

"A believer has power in religion; judicious in gentleness; faith in
certainty, greed for knowledge; eagerness for guidance; righteousness in
steadfastness; forbearance in knowledge; sagacity in leniency; generosity
in truth; economy in wealth; patient during poverty; forgiving when in
power; obedience towards Alldh in admonition; self control in carnal
desire; abstinence in desire, geedy for Holy War (jihdd), praying during the
work; patient during hardship; dignified against calamities; patient when
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in adversities; and thankful when in comfort. He neither backbites nor is
proud of himself, or cut the ties of near keenship. He is neither dispirited
nor harsh and hard (hearted). His sight does not surpass him, his stomach
does not disgrace him, and his private part cannot gain mastery over him.
He does not feel jealous about people; he is blamed but does not blame
others. He is not extravagant; he helps the oppressed, and show mercy to
poor. His soul is in trouble because of him, and people are in rest because of
him. He is not desirous of the worldly fame and is not concerned about its
dishonour. People have their own (worldly) business that they confronted
with and he has his own business that has made him busy. No defect is
found in his judgment; nor any weakness in his decision; and, nor (getting)
lost in his religion. He leads the one who asks for his advice; and he helps
the one who asks for his help; and, he turns away from any obscene word
or ignorance."

2286-5. From him (=) some of our co-sectarians, rafa ‘ahii, (—) one of
them (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.) passed by a sitting of Quraysh
who were wearing white clothes, with clear colour, they were laughing
much and used to point towards whoever passed by them. Then he [ ‘a.s.]
passed by a sitting of Aws and Khazraj and saw that their bodies were
weak, their necks were thin and their colour was pale, talking humbly with
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each other. ‘All (‘a.s.) was surprised from that and came to the Messenger
of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) and said: 'May my father and mother be sacrificed
for you! I passed by a sitting of so-and-so clan' — he [‘a.s.] described
what he had seen — 'then I passed by a sitting of Awas and Khazraj' —
and he described what he had seen. Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'They were all
believers. O Messenger of Allah, inform me of the attributes of a believer.
The Messenger of Allah (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) bowed his head, then raised it and
said: "There are twenty qualities for a believer, if they do not exist in him,
his faith is not complete. Verily, among the characteristics of believers,
O ‘Alj, are: i) They attend prayer, ii) hastening to pay alms (zakat), iii)
feeding poors, iv) showing mercy to orphans, v) keeping their tattered
clothes clean (tahir), vi) tying the band of their underwear to their waist,
vii) when they relate, they do not lie, viii) if they promise they do not fail,
ix) if they are trusted, they are not traitors, x) when they speak, they are
true, xi) a devotee (of Alldh) at night, xii) a lion in the day, xiii) fasting
during the day, xiv) standing for prayer at night, xv) they do not torment a
neighbor, nor xvi) a neighbour is tormented by them, xvii) those who walk
humbly on the earth, xviii) their steps are toward the houses of widows (to
help them), and xix) attending the funerals, 20) may Allah place us and you
among the godfearing.'"
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2287-6. ‘Ali ibn Ibrdhim () his father (~) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (~) al-Q&sim
ibn ‘Urwah that Abu 'l-*Abbis said:

"Abl ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: 'He who is happy with his good deed and
sad with his misdeed, then he is a believer.'"

2288-7. Muhammad ibn Yahyi (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is3 (-)
Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Za‘lan (—) Abi Ishdq al-Khurdsani (-) ‘Amr
ibn Jumay* al-‘Abdi that Abd ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"Our followers (Shi‘ahs) are pale, wilting and thin. When night over-
spread them, they receive it with sadness."

2289-8. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (~) Hammad ibn ‘Is (=) Ibrdhim
ibn ‘Umar al-Yamani () a man that Abi ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Our followers (ShT‘ahs) are the people of guldance piety, good, faith,
conquest and victory."

2290-9. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (<)
Muhammad ibn Isma‘il (-) Mansiir Buzurj that Mufaddal said:

"Abii ‘Abdillih (‘a.s.) said: 'Beware of despicable people, verily, the
Follower of ‘Alf (‘a.s.) is he, who has the modesty of his stomach and
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private part. His endeavor is hard; he acts for the sake of his Creator, hopes
for His recompense, and fears His chastisement. So, if you see such people,
then they are the followers of Ja‘far (‘a.s.).'"

2291-10. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (—) Ibn Mahbib
(-) “‘Ali ibn Ri’ab (-) Ibn Abi Ya‘fiir that Abii ‘Abdilldh ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, the followers of ‘All (‘a.s.) were of empty stomach, with dried
lips, people of kindness, knowledge and forbearance, known as ascetic. So,
aid (yourselves) upon what you are, with piety and diligence."

2292-11. ‘All ibn Ibrdhim (—) Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (~) Yinus that
Safwén al-Jammal said:

"Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: 'Truly, a believer is he when he becomes
angry, his anger will not make him to overlook the right, and when he is
satisfied then his satisfaction will not make him enter into vain, and when
he gains power he will not take more than what is his right.'"

2293-12. Muhammad ibn Yahyi (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is3
(-) ‘Ali ibn an-Nu‘mén (-) Ibn Muskan that Sulaymén ibn Khalid said:

"Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said: 'O Sulaymin! Do you know who is a Muslim?'
I said: ‘May 1 be made your ransom! "You know better.' He [ ‘a.s.] said:
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'Verily, a Muslim is he from whom Muslims are safe from his tongue and
hand.' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'And do you know who is a believer? " He
[Sulayman]: 'I said: "You know better.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: '[ Verily], a believer is
he upon whom Muslims can trust their wealth and lives; and it is forbidden
for a Muslim to wrong another Muslim, or forsake him or push him at once
in order to harass him.'"

2294—-13. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) al-Hasan
ibn Mahbiib () Abti Ayyub (-) Abt ‘Ubaydah that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, a believer is he when he is satisfied his satisfaction will not
make him enter into sin and vain; and when he is annoyed his annoyance
will not prevent him from telling the truth; and when he gains power that
power will not lead him to exceed what he has no right."

2295-14. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khélid () his father () Abu 'l-Bakhtari, rafa ‘ahiu, said:

"I heard him saying: '‘Believers are humble and gentle just like a bridled
camel. When it is ordered to move it moves, and when it is ordered to kneel
down on a rock, it kneels down.""

2296~15. ‘Al ibn Ibrihim () his father (-) an-Nawfali (-) as-Sakini
that Abd ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:
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"Three things are the signs of a believer: Having the knowledge of
Allzh, and he who likes and he who dislikes (for the sake of Allzh)."

2297-16. And by this (above) chain of transmission, said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said: 'A believer is like a tree
whose leaves do not fall in summer or in winter.' They said: 'O Messenger
of Allah! What is that (tree)?" He said: 'It is a date palm.'"

2298-17. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahlibn Ziyad () Muhammad
ibn Uramah (<) Abii Ibrdhim al-A‘jami (—) some of our co-sectarians that
Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"A believer is forbearing, he is not ignorant; and if ignorance feigned
to him, he forbears. He does not wrong anyone, and if he is wronged, he
forgives. He is not stingy and if someone is stingy to him he is patient."

2299-18. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn Khilid (~) Ismi‘l ibn Mihran (-) Mundhir ibn Jayfar () Adam
Abi '1-Husayn al-Lu’lu’T that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"A believer is he whose earning is lawful; his moral is good, and his
inward [feeling] is sound. He donates the excess from his wealth; and with-
holds the excess from his word. People are safe from his evil deeds, and
shows faimess to people.”
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2300-19. Abii ‘Al1 al-Ash‘arT () Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbar (-) al-Hasan
ibn ‘Al (-) Abii Kahmas (=) Sulaymaén ibn Khilid that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said: 'May I inform you about
a believer? One on whom believers entrust their lives and wealth. May I
inform you about a Muslim? One who embraces Muslims with his tongue
and hand; and an emigrant is one who keeps away evil deeds and gives up
what Alldh has forbidden. It is forbidden for a believer to wrong another
believer, or to forsake him, or to slander him or to push him away at once.'"

2301-20. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is3
(-) Muhammad ibn Sinén (=) Mufaddal ibn ‘Umar (-) Abii Ayytb al-* Attdr
that Jabir said:

"Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said: 'Verily, the followers of ‘All (‘a.s.) are: Fore-
bearing, scholars, with dried lips; asceticism is recognized from their faces.'"

2302-21. A group of our co-sectarians (=) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (-) al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib (-) ‘Abdullzh ibn Sindn (-) Ma‘rif ibn
Kharrabiidh that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.) prayed the moming (dawn)
prayer with the people in Iraq. After that, he [‘a.s.] preached to them,
and then he cried out in fear of Alldh and made them cry too. Then he
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[‘a.s.] said: 'By Alldh! Indeed, during the time of my intimate friend, the
Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.), I saw people who, in their morning
and evening, were dishevelled, dusty, hungry (and) between their eyes
(foreheads) is like the knee of a goat, spending the night for their Lord,
prostrating and standing [Qur., 25:64]. They sometimes used to stand up
and sometimes put their foreheads (on the ground), invoking their Lord
and asking Him to free them from the Fire. By Allah, I truly saw them with
this condition while they were fearful and apprehensive.'"

2303-22. From him (-) as-Sindi ibn Muhammad (-) Muhammad
ibnu 's-Salt (-) Abl Hamzah that ‘Alf ibn 'I-Husayn ( ‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.) prayed the dawn prayer, then he
[‘a.s.] stayed in his place until the sun rose to the height of a spear. He [ ‘a.s.] -
then turmed towards people and said: '‘By Alldh, I met people spending the
night for their Lord, prostrating and standing, They used, sometime, to put
their foreheads and their knees on the ground, as if the roaring of the Fire was
in their ears. When Alldh is mentioned before them, they trembled like a tree.
It is, as if these people (i.e. of his [ ‘a.s.]'s time) have become heedless.'" He
[Abl Hamzah] said: "Then, he [ ‘a.s.] got up, and after that he was not seen
laughing until he, the blessing of Alldh be upon him, died."
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2304-23. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) Salih ibn as-Sindi () Ja‘far ibn Bashir
that al-Mufaddal ibn ‘Umar said:

"Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: 'If you want to know my companions,
look at one who enhanced his piety, feared his Creator and hoped for His
reward; and if you see them, then they are my companions.'"

2305-24. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn Khilid (-) Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Shammin (=) ‘Abdulldh ibn
‘Amr ibn al-Ash‘ath (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn Hammaé&d al-Anséri () ‘Amr ibn
Abi 'I-Miqdédm (-) his father that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.) said: 'Our followers (Shi‘ahs)
are generous to each other for the sake of our wildyah; they love each other
for the sake of their love towards us; and they visit each other to revive our
Affair (amr). When they become angry, they do not wrong, and when they
are pleased they are not extravagant. They are blessing for their neighbors
and peace for those who mingle with them.'"

2306—-25. From him (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Ali (-) Muhammad ibn Sinn
(=) ‘Tsd an-Nahrri that Ab ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:
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"The Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said: 'One, who has recognized
Alldh and exalted Him, should control his tongue from (idle) talk and his
stomach from (overeating) food. He should devout himself to fasting and
standing for prayer (at night).' They (companions) said: 'May our parents be
made your ransom, O Messenger of Alldh! 'Are they the friends of Alldh?'
He [s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.] said: 'Verily, the friends of Alldh were silent and their
silence is a Reminder. They gazed, and their gaze was a lesson; they spoke,
and their speaking was wisdom; they walked, and their walking among
people was a blessing. Had it not been death prescribed for them, their
spirits would have not remained in their bodies due to their fear of the
chastisement (of the Hereafter) and their desire for the reward.""

2307-26. From him (-) some of his co-sectarians from Iraq, rafa ‘ahi, said:

"al-Hasan ibn ‘Alj, the blessing of Alldh be upon them, addressed the
people and said: 'O people! I inform you of a brother of mine who was the
most outstanding among the people in my view, and on the top of what I
was proud of, in my view, was the insignificant of this world in his eyes. He
was apart from the authority of his stomach. So, he did not long for what
he didn't have nor did he exceed the limits, when he obtained. He was out
of the authority of his private part, so his wisdom and opinion did not hold
him in light. He was out of the authority of ignorance, so he did not extend
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his hand to anybody except to a trustee for benefit. He was not covetous,
nor discontent or annoyed. Most of his time was silent, and when he started
speaking, he beat other speakers. He never used to enter into dispute or
take part in allegation, or plea for a proof until he met a judge. He was
not heedless of his brothers and did not single out himself to anything
without them. He was weak and deemed powerless, but when the matter
of seriousness came in between he was like an attacking lion. He used not
to blame someone for what can be excused until he received an apology.
He used to do what he used to say, and to do what he did not say. When
he was confronted with two alternatives, and did not know which one was
better, he looked at which one was closer to carnal desires, so he neglected
it. He did not use to complain about his pain (to any one) except to one
whom he hoped to cure him. He did not consult anyone except one whom
he hoped to have advice. He did not use to get annoyed or angry, or make
a complaint, or be covetous or take revenge or be heedless of an enemy. It
is upon you to have such noble moralities if you can bear them, but if you
cannot bear all of them, then taking a little is better than abandoning a lot.
And there is no power and no strength save in Allgh.'"

2308-27. ‘Alf ibn Ibrihim () Muhammad ibn ‘Isd (-) Yinus (-)
Mihzam and some of our co-sectarians () Muhammad ibn ‘Al (-)
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Muhammad ibn Ishdq al-K#hil™* and Abt “Alf al-Ash‘ari (-) al-Hasan ibn
‘Al al-Kifi (-) al-‘Abbis ibn ‘Amir (-) Rabi* ibn Muhammad, both, that
Mihzam al-Asadi said:

"Abl ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'O Mihzam, our Shi‘ah is he, whose voice
does not go beyond his hearing, nor his hatred surpass his body. He does
not praise us openly nor sit with those who wrong us, or fight with them.
When he meets a believer he honors him, and when he meets an ignorant
he keeps away from him.' I said: ‘May I be made your ransom! What should
I do with these Shi‘ah pretenders?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'By way of segregation,
alteration and examination. They will face years of famine that will destroy
them, and cholera that will kill them, and dispute that will scatter them.
Our Shi‘ah does not growl like the growling of a dog, or covet like the
covetousness of a crow, and he prefers to die from hunger then to beg
from our enemy.' I said: May I be made your ransom! Where can I find
such people?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Around the world. They have a carefree life,
wandering about. When they are present, no one recognizes them, and
when they are absent, no one looks for them. They are not anxious about
death, and they meet each other in graveyards. If someone in need take
refuge in them, they show kindness to him. Their hearts are not at variance,
although their homes are a part from each other.'"

"Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The Messenger of Allzh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.ws.) said: "1
am the City and ‘Alf is the Gate; and lied he who claimed that he enters the
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city but not through the gate; and lied he, who claimed that he loves me but
he hates ‘Ali, may the blessing of Alldh be upon him.'"

2309-28. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (-) ‘Uthmdn ibn ‘Is (-) Sama‘ah ibn Mihran that Abi ‘Abdilldh
(‘a.s.) said:

"He who dealt with people but did not wrong them; spoke to them but
did not lie to them; promised them but did not deceive them, it is he, whose
backbiting was forbidden; whose generosity was complete; whose justice
has become manifest and whose brotherhood has become incumbent."”

2310-29. From him (-) Ibn Faddil (-) ‘Asim ibn Humayd (-) Abd
Hamzah ath-Thumali (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn al-Hasan that his mother Fatimah
bint (d/0) al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Islam (s5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said: 'If three qualities exist
in someone, then he has attained the qualities of faith: When he is satisfied,
his satisfaction will not make him enter into vain, and he when he becomes
angry, his anger will not make him to overlook the right, and when he gains
power, he will not take what is not for him.'"

2311-30. From him (~) his father (-) ‘Abdillzh ibn al-Q&sim (-) Abd
Bagir that Abu ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful ( ‘a.s.) said: 'There are signs for religious
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people by which they are known: Truthfulness in speech, returning the trust,
fulfilling the promise, keeping ties with near relatives, mercy towards the
weaks, little observation for women, 'or he [ ‘a.s.] said' less (sextual) relation
with women, exercising beneficence, good character, good patience, in
pursuit of knowledge and whatever makes one closer to Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, nigh; happy (#7bd) are they and good is their
[ultimate] destination. And Tiib3 is a tree in Paradise the root of which is
in the house of our Prophet Muhammad (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.), and there is no a
believer but in his house there is a branch of that tree. Whatever his heart
desires, that tree will bring it for him; and if a rider endeavours to ride for
hundred years under its shadow, it cannot come out of it. Also, if a crow
flies from the lower part of it towards the upper part, it cannot reach the top
of that tree, but it will fall down on the verge of old (age). Verily, awaken
your desire for it, since a believer is engaged in his own affair while people
are at rest because of him. When night covers him, he puts his face on
earth and prostrates for Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, with the
whole organs of his noble body whispering to the One, Who created him, to
release His slave [from the Fire]. Oh yes, so be like this.""

2312-31. From him (-) Ismi‘ll ibn Mihrén () Sayf ibn ‘Amirah that
Sulayman ibn ‘Amr an-Nakha‘T said: "And al-Husayn ibn Sayf related to me (-)
his brother ‘Ali (-) Sulaymn (-) whom he mentioned that Abii Ja‘far ( ‘a.s.) said:
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"'The Holy Prophet (s.a.‘awa.w.s.) was asked about the chosen
servants (of Alldh), he [s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.] said: "Those who when they do
good deeds, they are happy; when they do evil; they ask forgiveness; when
they are gifted, they thank; when they are tried, they are patient; and when
they are angry, they forgive."'"

2313-32. And through his chain of trasmission that Abt Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The Holy Prophet (s.a.‘a.w.aw.s.), said: 'The chosen ones among
you are those endowed with understanding.' It was said: 'O Messenger of
Allah! Who are those endowed with understanding?' He [s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.]
said: "Those who possess good morality, firm patience, keeping ties with
near relatives, kind to parents, taking care of poors, neighbors and orphans.
Feeding people, spreading salutation (saldm) throughout the world and
(standing for) prayer (at night) while people are asleep, heedless.'"

2314-33. From him (=) al-Haytham an-Nahdi (-) ‘Abdu 'l-‘Aziz ibn
‘Umar (-) some of his co-sectarians that Yahy4 ibn ‘Imran al-Halabi said:

"I said to Abl ‘Abdilladh (‘a.s.): 'Which qualities are more beautiful
for a man?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Dignity without being dreadful (to people),
pardoning without asking for a reward, and being busy excepting the
provision of this world.""
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2315-34. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa
(-) al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib (-) Abi Wallad al-Hannit that Abi ‘Abdilldh
(‘a.s.) said:

" ‘Al1ibn al-Husayn ( ‘a.s.) used to say: 'Verily, the cognition of religious
perfection of a Muslim is his desist from a talk in what is not of his concern,
his little disputation, his forbearance, patience and his good morality.""

2316-35. ‘Ali ibn Ibrihim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-) Yinus (-)
Muhammad ibn ‘ Arafah that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Holy Prophet (5.a.‘aw.a.ws.) said: 'May I inform you who
resembles me most?' They said: "Yes, O Messenger of Alldh!' He [s.a. ‘a.w.-
a.w.s.] said: 'One who possesses the best morality among you; gentle-
hearted; most kind to his near relatives; he who loves most his brothers in
religion; most patient in justice, he who resist most in his anger, and most
just (to others) than to himself in satisfaction and anger among you.'"

2317-36. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn
Mahbiib (—) Milik ibn ‘Atiyyah (—) Abii Hamzah that ‘Alf ibni '-Husayn
(‘a.s.) said:

"One of the (good) characters of a believer is: Spendmg to the extent
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of poverty; generosity to the extent of one's capability; just treatment of
people and taking lead in saluting people."

2318-37. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is3
(-) Ibn Faddal () Ibn Bukayr (=) Zurdrah that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"A believer is firmer than a mountain, because something can be picked
from a mountain, but nothing can be picked from the religion of a believer."

2319-38. (-) ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) $alih ibn as-Sindi (—) Ja‘far ibn
Bashir () Ishdq Ibn ‘Ammar that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"A believer is a good helper, light of provision, good manager in his
livelihood, and not bitten twice from one hole."

2320-39. ‘AT ibn Muhammad ibn Bundér () Ibrdhim ibn Ishdq (-)
Sahl ibn al-Harith that ad-Dilhdth, mawld (the slave of) ar-Ridi ( ‘a.s.) said:

"I heard ar-Rid4 ( ‘a.s.) saying: 'A believer cannot be a (true) believer till
he has three qualities: A Course pertaining to his Lord, a Course pertaining
to his Prophet and a Course pertaining to his Waliyy (Guardian). Then as
for the Course pertaining to his Lord, is to conceal his secrets. Alldh, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty, said: Knower of the Unseen, He does
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not disclose His Unseen to anyone, save to a Messenger He approves of
(Qur., 72:26-27). And as to the Course pertaining to his Prophet is to be
affable with people, since Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has
orders His Prophet (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.), to be affable with people and said:
Take to forgiveness and enjoin righteousness . . . (Qur., 7:199). But as for
the Course pertaining to his Waliyy is patience in distress and affliction.'"

-100 -
‘ Chapter on
A Little Number of Believers

2321-1. Muhammad ibh Yahy3 (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (=)
Muhammad ibn Sinin that Qutaybah al-A‘shi said:

"I heard Aba ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: 'A believing woman is dearer
than a believing man; and a believing man is rarer than red sulphur. Then,
who among you saw red sulpher?'"

2322-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) Ibn Abi
Najran (-) Muthanni al-Hanndt that Kamil at-Tammar said:
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"I heard Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) saying: 'People are all beasts' — (repeated)
three times — except a few of the believers; 'and the believer is an alien' —
(repeated) three times."

2323-3. ‘Ali ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (-) Ibn Mahbib that Ibn Ri’ab said:

"I heard Abu ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying to Abu Basir: 'Indeed, by Allah, if
I could find among you three believers to conceal my traditions, I would
have not deemed it to conceal a single tradition from them."'" v

2324-4. Muhammad ibn al-Hasan and ‘Alt ibn Muhammad ibn Bundar
(-) ITbrahim ibn Ishaq (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Hammad al-AnsarT that Sadir as-
Sayrafi said:

"I called on Abii ‘Abdillzh (‘a.s.) and said to him: 'By Allah, it is not
appropriate for you to sit back.! He [‘a.s.] said: 'Why, O Sadir?' I said:
'Due to the abundance of your followers (Shi‘ahs), friends and helpers.
By Allih, if the Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.) had what you have of
(such abundance of) followers, friends and helpers, the Taym and Adyy
(the tribes of Abii Bakr and ‘Umar) would have not been desirous of him
(to usurp his right).' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'O Sadir! Do you think how many
they are?' I said: 'One-hundred thousand.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'One-hundred
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thousand?' I said: 'Yes, may be two-hundred thousand!" He [ ‘a.s.] said:
'"Two-hundred thousand?' I said: 'Yes, may be half of the population of
the world!' He [ ‘a.s.] then fell silent (for a while, and) then said: 'Can you
accompany me to Yanbu‘? I said: 'Yes.' Then he [ ‘a.s.] asked for a mule
and a donkey to be saddled up for us. I hurried up and rode the donkey.
He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'O Sadir, would you let me have that donkey?' I said: 'The
mule is more beautiful and nobler.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The donkey is more
convenient for me.' So, I got down, and he { ‘a.s.] rode the donkey and I
rode the mule, and we departed. When the time of prayer came he [ ‘a.s.]
said: 'O Sadir, let us get down for prayer.' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'This land
is salt marsh, prayer is not allowed on it.' So, we continued our journey till
we reached a land with reddish soil. He [ ‘a.s.] looked at a young man who
was pasturing his goats and said: 'By Alldh, O Sadir! If the number of my
Shi‘ahs were equal to these goats, my sitting back was not allowed.' Then
we got down and performed the prayer. When we finished the prayer, I
turned towards the goats and counted them, they were seventeen."
2325-5. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isd (-)
Muhammad ibn Sindn (—) ‘Ammar ibn Marwan that Sama‘ah ibn Mihrén said:
" ¢Abdu 's-Silih (al-Kfzim), may the blessing of Alldh be upon him, said
to me: 'O Sama‘ah! They (Shi‘ah pretenders) have rested on their beds and
put fear in me (because they did not dissimulate their faith and spoke about
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our virtues to every one). By Alldh, there was a time — in this world and what
was in it — only one person worshipping Alldh, and had there been anyone
else, Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, would have added to him,
as He says: Surely Abraham was an exemplar, obedient to AllGh, upright,
and he was not of the polytheists (Qur., 16:120). Time elapsed in this manner,
as Allah wished, then Alldh delighted him with Ism3‘il and Ishdq, so they
become three (worshippers). Certainly, by Alldh, the believers are very few
" and the people of disbelief are numerous. Do you know why?' I said: No,
may I be made your ransom!' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'They (Shi‘ah pretenders) get
on intimate terms with the believers so that they may tell them what is in
their hearts with which they find rest and peace.'"

2326-6. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Sahl ibn Ziyad () Muhammad
ibn Uramah (-) an-Nadr (-) Yahy3 ibn Abi Khalid al-Qammat that Humrén
ibn A‘yan said:

"I said to Abd Ja‘far (‘a.s.): 'May I be made your ransom! How little
we (Shi‘ahs) are! If we gather together to eat a lamb, we cannot finish it.'
He [ ‘a.s.] said: T will tell you something stranger than that. The Muhajirin
and the Ansar gave up (the true faith of Islam after the demise of the Holy
Prophet) except' — showing with his hand — 'three (persons, i.e. Salman,
AbiDharr and Miqd4d).'" Humran said: "I said: 'May I be made your
ransom! What about Ammar? He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'May Alldh have mercy upon
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Ammir, Abu 'l-Yaqzan, he pledged allegiance and was killed as a martyr.' I
said to myself: 'There is nothing better than martyrdom.' He [ ‘a.s.] looked
at me and said: 'Perhaps you think he was like those three. Far, far is that
which you think.'"

2327-7. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad (-)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillh that ‘Alf ibn Ja‘far said:

"I heard Abu 'l-Hasan ( ‘a.s.) saying: 'It is not so, that whoever says that
he is faithful to our wildyah (Authority) are believers, but rather they are
placed with the mates of the believers.'"

-101-
Chapter on
The Satisfaction by the Talent of Faith and
Patient for Everything Beyond That

2328-1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Ibn Faddal (-) Ibn Bukayr (-) Fudayl ibn Yasir that ‘Abdu '-Wahid ibn
al-Mukhtar al-Ansar said:
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"Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said: 'O ‘Abdu '1-Wihid! No harm will face a man —
if he is upon this (Shi‘ite) opinion — for what people say about him, even
if they say he is insane, and even if he has been on the top of a mountain
worshipping Allah till death approached him.'"

2329-2. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Is (-) Yinus (-) Ibn
Muskan (-) Mu‘alld ibn Khunays that Abt ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allih (s5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said: 'Allh, the Blessed, the
Sublime, said: "Had there been no one on the earth except one believer,
1 would have been content with him from all My creatures, and I would
have created from his faith a mate for him so that he may not be in need of
anyOne." e

2330-3. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isd (-)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr (-) al-Husayn ibn Misé (-) Fudayl
ibn Yasdr that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"One who has been acquainted with this Affair (of wildyh) by Allih,
does not care to be on the top of a mountain eating from the plants of earth
till death approaches him."

23314, ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Is& () Yiinus that Kulayb
ibn Mu‘dwiyah said:
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"1 heard Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) saying: 'It does not behove a believer to
desolate his brother or any other person. A believer is honorable in his religion.' "

2332-5. From him (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (~) Muhammad ibn
Khilid (-) Fadalah ibn Ayyiib (-) ‘Umar ibn Aban and Sayf ibn ‘Amirah
that Fudayl ibn Yasar said:

"I called upon Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) when he was sick, and his sickness
was so severe that only his head was visible. Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'O Fudayl!
I repeatedly said that there is no harm for a man who has been acquainted
with this Affair by Alldh, though he may be on the top of a mountain till
death approaches him. O Fudayl ibn Yasar! Verily, people took the right
and the left path, but we and our Shi‘ahs were guided to the straight path.
O Fudayl ibn Yasdr! Certainly, whatever a believer possesses from east
to west, that is for his good even if he begins the day with the cut off his
organs that is for his good too. O Fugdayl ibn Yasdr! Indeed, Alldh does not
do with a believer except what is good for him. O Fudayl ibn Yasir! If the
world had been equally worth to the wing of a gnat before Alldh, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, He would have not let His enemy to take even
a gulp of water from it. O Fugdayl ibn Yasar! He whose intention is only one
(the truth), Allah will suffice his intention, but he whose intention is every
valley, then Alldh does not care in which valley he dies.""
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2333-6. Muhammad ibn Yahyi (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Muham-mad
ibn Sindn (~) Ibn Muskan that Mangiir ag-Sayqal and al-Mu‘alld ibn Khunays said:

"We heard Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: 'The Messenger of Islam
(s.a. ‘a.-w.a.w.s.) said that Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, said:
"I do not hesitate in anything that I do as I hesitate in the death of My
believing servant. I like to meet him but he dislikes the death, so I avert it
from him. He invokes me and I repond to him; he asks me and I grant him;
and had there not been but only one true believing servant, I would have
been content with him from all My creatures; and I would have created
from his faith a mate for him that he may not be in need of anyone or due
to fear he may seek his refuge."'"

-102-
Chapter on
Tranquility of A Believer
With Another Believer

2334-1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Is ibn ‘Ubayd (-) Yiinus
389
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whom he mentioned that Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:
"A believer finds tranquillity with another believer as a thirsty person
quenches his thirst with cold water."

-103 -
Chapter on
What Alldh Drives Away from A Believer

2335-1. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (-) ‘Alf ibn al-Hasan al-Taymi (-)
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdilldh ibn Zurdrah (-) Muhammad ibn al-Fudayl (-)
Abill Hamzah that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Certainly, Alldh drives away the perishing of a city for the sake of one
believer."

2336-2. Muhammad ibn Yahy3d (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn
Mahbiib (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn Sin3n (—) Abli Hamzah that Abd Ja'far (‘a.s.) said:

"No any chastisement befalls upon a city where there are seven believers
init."

390

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAFI/Belief and UnBelief ~ Ch. 104/ « ¢ -\, ASH ol / 3

wa*wu‘f»bﬁfwub‘fwfu&wﬁ P G/ Yryy
$5a5 byl 553 5 o Juwﬂs@@djmqw@d‘}g

_\.i_
o . o0 4° [ Lom .
Olie yejell Ofgag\.g

0

rﬁ;‘df,@u;uuu,uu;wdmfu;éz&;i:ﬁ.\/wrm
Jb &&sﬁj&;&gﬁit

2337-3. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) besides
one person that Abil ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said when He [ ‘a.s.] was asked:

"If any punishment befalls upon a people, would it afflict the believers?"
He [ ‘a.s.] said: "Yes, but they will be saved afterwards."

- 104 -
Chapter on
Believers Are of Two Categories

2338-1. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Muhammad ibn Sindn (=) Nasir Abi'l-Hakam al-Khath‘am1 that Abid
‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"There are two kinds of believers: a) A believer who is true to the
covenant of Alldh and fulfilled His condition, and that is, the Word of
Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: . . . are men who are true to
the covenant which they made with AllGh . .. [Qur., 33:23]. That is the
one who is not afflicted with the terror of this world and the terror of the
Hereafter; and he is the one who intercedes but none intercedes for him.
b) And a believer who is, like a thin stem of a plant, that sometimes bends
and sometimes stands straight. So, that is the one that who is afflicted with
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the terror of this world and the terror of the Hereafter; and he is the one for
whom it is interceded but he does not intercede."

2339-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziydd (-) Muhammad
ibn ‘Abdilldh (-) Khilid al-‘ AmmT that Khidr ibn ‘Amr said:

"I heard Abd ‘Abdillih (‘a.s.) saying: 'There are two kinds of believers:
a) A believer who fulfils the obligations of Alldh that He has imposed upon
him; so, he is the one with the prophets and the truthful, the martyrs and
the righteous, and excellent companions are they! [Qur., 4:69]; and he is
the one who intercedes but none intercedes for him. Also, he is the one who
is not afflicted with the terror of this world and the terror of the Hereafter.
b) And a believer whose step has slipped (i.e., committed sin), he is like a
thin stem of a plant that bends on either side where the wind blows, that is
the one who is afflicted with the terror of this world and the terror of the
Hereafter. He is the one for whom it is interceded, and he has a good end.'"

2340-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) Ism‘1l ibn Mihr4n (-) Yanus ibn Ya‘qub (-) Abli Maryam al-
Ansart that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"A man in Basrah stood before the Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.)
and said: 'Inform us about the brothers.' He [ ‘a.s] said: '‘Brothers are of two
kinds: a) Trustworthy brothers and grinning brothers. As for trustworthy
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brothers are those who are the hand, wing, family and wealth. So, when
your brother is trustworthy to such extent, then grant him your wealth and
your body; and be cordial with one who is cordial with him, and enemy
with one who is his enemy, conceal his secrets and fault; and reveal his
goodness; and know, O the questioner, that they are rarer than red sulphur.
b) As for the grinning brothers, you will be smitten with delight from them,
so do not cut it off from them; and do not expect from them what is beyond
their minds; and grant them what they granted you of cheerfulness of the

face and sweetness of tongue.'"

- 105 -
Chapter on
What Allih Took (Compact) with A Believer
To Have Patjence Against What He is Tried With

2341—1. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn “Isd (=)
*AIT ibn an-Nu‘mdn (=) Dawiid ibn Farqad that Abli *Abdillah (‘a.s. ) said:
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"Allgh took compact with the believer that his speech not to be certified,
and that he should not take revenge from his enemy. And no believer who
satisfies himself (by taking revenge), but he meets with disgrace since
every believer has a rein on his mouth."

2342-2. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Sahl ibn Ziydd* and
Muhammad ibn Yahy3 (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad, both of them (-) Ibn
Mahbib () Abli Hamzah ath-Thumali that Abu Abdillgh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘awa.ws.), said: 'Surely, Alldh took
compact with a believer for four trials, the easiest one is that: i) A believer
who is of the same faith envies him, ii) a hypocrite who pursues him, iii) a
Satan who leads him astray, and iv) an unbeliever who wishes to fight him.
So, how long a believer lives after all these?'"

2343-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isi (=) Ibn Muskin that Abi ‘Abdilldh ( ‘a.s.) said:

"A believer cannot escape from one of the three (things), and sometimes
all three fall against him. i) Either the hatred of someone who is with him
in the house who locks the door to annoy him, or ii) a neighbour who hurts

1. As a horse has a rein on its mouth, so the piety of a believer is just like a rein on his
mouth that does not allow him to utter bad words, to lie or to slander.
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him, or iii) he who annoys him while he is on his way to fulfil his need. If
a believer is on the top of a mountain, Alldh, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, will send a Satan to annoy him, and Allah will create for him a
mate from his faith so that he may not seek refuge from anyone out of fear."

2344-4. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad () Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Ab1 Nasr that Dawiid ibn Sirhan said:

"I heard Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: 'A believer is not free from four
(things) or at least one of them: i) A believer who envies him, and that is
the hardest thing, ii) a hypocrite who pursues him, iii) an enemy who fights
him, and iv) a Satan who leads him astray.'"

2345-5. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa
(> Ibn Sindn (-) ‘Ammar ibn Marwén (-) Samé‘ah ibn Mihrén that Aba
‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, made his friend, in
this world, as an object for his enemy."

2346-6. A group of our co-sectarians () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid () ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa that Muhammad ibn ‘Ajlan said:

"I was with Abii ‘Abdillzh (‘a.s.) when a man complained to him about
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his need. Then he [ ‘a.s.] said to him: 'Be patient, surely Alldh will bring about
for you an ease.'" He [Ibn ‘Ajlan] said: "Then he [ ‘a.s.] remained silent for
an hour, and then he [ ‘a.s.] turned towards the man and said: 'Inform me
about the the prison of al-Kiifah, how was it?' He said: 'May Alldh make you
prosper! It was narrow, stinking and its inhabitants are in a worst condition.'
He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'So, you are in prison now, yet do you want to be in ease? Do
you not know that the world is a prison for a believer?' "

2347-7. From him (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Ali (-) Ibréhim al-Hadhdhi’ (-)
Muhammad ibn Saghir that his grandfather Shu‘ayb said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) saying: 'The world is a prison for a
believer, so, from which prison has ever came any good?'"

2348-8. Muhammad ibn Yahyi (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn “Isi (-)
al-Hajjal (-) Dawid ibn Abi Yazid that Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"A believer is treated with ingratitude."

And in another tradition: "That is because his good deed ascends to
Alldh and it does not spread out among people, while an unbeliever is
meritorious."

2349-9. ‘Aliibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Ibn AbT ‘Umayr (-) ‘Abdulldh
ibn Sinin that Abi ‘Abdilldh ( ‘a.s.) said:
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"There is no believer but Alldh has certainly charged for him four
(things): i) A Satan who misleads his desires to induce him, ii) an unbeliever
who does evil to him, iii) a believer who envies him and that is the hardest
thing for him, and, iv) a hypocrite who persues his faults."

2350-10. A group of our co-sectarians (~) Sahl ibn Ziyadd () Ibn
Mahbiib (-) ‘Amr ibn Shimr that Jabir said:

"I heard Abil Ja‘far (‘a.s.) saying: "When a believer dies, Satans who
were equivalent to (tribes of) Rabi‘ah and Mudar in number, find their
ways to his neighbour. These (Satans) were trying to lead him astray (when
he was alive).'"

2351-11. Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) Yahyi ibn al-Mubdrak (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn
Jabalah (=) Ishdq ibn ‘Ammar that Abd ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"There did not exist and there will not exist, and there is no an existing
beliver that he has a neighbor who annoys him, even if that believer lived in one
of the islands of the sea, Allh would have send to him someone to annoy him."

2352-12. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa
(-) Al ibn al-Hakam (~)-Abi Ayyiub (-) Ishdq Ibn ‘Ammaér that Abi
‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:
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"There has never been in the past, or in future, or at present a believer
but he has a neighbour who annoys him."

2353-13. ‘Ali ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (-) Ibn Abil ‘Umayr that
Mu‘dwiyah ibn ‘Ammar said:

"I heard Abd ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: 'There has never been, nor there
will ever be, till the Day of Judgement a believer who had no neighbour to

annoy him.""

—-106 -
Chapter on
Severity of Trial for A Believer

2354-1. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (=) Ibn AbT ‘Umayr (=) Hisham
ibn Salim that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:
"Verily, the severest trial among people is of the prophets, then of those

who follow them, and then of their similarity."
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2355-2. Muhammad ibn Yahy2 () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib that ‘Abdu 'r-Rahman ibn al-Hajj3j said:

"It was mentioned before Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) about the trial and what
Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has specifically assigned for
a believer. He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) was
asked: "Whose trial is the most severe in this world?" He [s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.]
said: "The prophets, then their similarity; and after that of a believer, who
is tried to the extent of his faith and his good deeds. So, he whose faith is
firm and his deed are good, his trial becomes severe; and he whose faith is
feeble and his deed are weak, (then) his trial is less.'" "

2356—3. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
Muhammad ibn Sinn (-) ‘Ammair ibn Marwén (-) Zayd ash-Shahhdm
that Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, the greatest reward is for the greatest trial; and Alldh had not
loved a people but He tried them (first)."

2357—4. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim () his father* and Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l
() al-Fadl ibn Shadhan, both of them () Hammad ibn ‘Isd (-) Rib‘T ibn
‘Abdillah (-) Fudayl ibn Yasar that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:
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"The severest trial among people is of the prophets, then of the
successors (al-awsiya’ of the prophets) and then of their similarity.”

2358-5. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziydd (—) Ibn Mahbiib
(-) Ibn Ri’3b (-) Abii Basir that Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has some servants
on earth who are the most sincere servants. No gift descends from the
heaven to the earth but He turns it away from them to others besides them;
and no trial is left but He diverts it to them."

2359-6. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (-) Ahmad ibn ‘Ubayd (-) al-Husayn ibn ‘Ulwén that he, Abi
‘Abdillzh (‘a.s.) said — and with him was Sadir —

"Indeed, when Alldh loves a servant, he plunges him into trial. O Sadir,
we and you are engaged in this (trial) from morning to night."

2360—7. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isd (-)
Muhammad ibn Sinn (-) al-Walid ibn ‘Ald’ () Hammad (-) his father
that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

“Truly, when Allgh, the Sublime, the Blessed, loves a servant, he plunges
him into trial and flow upon him copiously with that trial, so, whenever he
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calls upon Him [Alldh], He (s.w.t.) says: 'Here I am, O My servant! If I
hasten to fulfil what you asked for, I am able to do that, but if I save it for
you, it is better for you.'"

2361-8. From him (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn Mahbiib (-)
Zayd az-Zarrad that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said: 'Certainly, for great trial,
great reward is recompensed. When Alldh loves a servant, He tries him
with great trial. So, he who is pleased (with that), he will have the pleasure
of Allah; and he who is displeased with that trial; then he will have the
displeasure of Allgh.'"

2362-9. From him (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (=) ‘Ali ibn al-Hakam
(-) Zakariyya ibni 'l-Hurr (—) Jabir ibn Yazid that Abli Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Surely, a believer is tried in this world to the extent of his religion," or
he [ ‘a.s.] said: "according to his religion."

2363-10. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Abi ‘Abdillzh (-)
some of his co-sectarians () Muhammad ibn al-Muthanni al-Hadrami (-)
Muhammad ibn Buhlil ibn Muslim al-‘Abdi that Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, a believer is to the status of two scales of a balance, whenever
he increases in his faith, his trial is increased (too)."
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2364-11. ‘All ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (-) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Aba
Ayyiib that Muhammad ibn Muslim said:

"I heard Abu °‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) saying: 'No forty nights pass for a
believer but something happens to him, which makes him sad, by that he is
reminded (as a warning).'"

2365-12. Muhammad ibn Yahy3d (-) Muhammad ibni 'l-Husayn (-)
Safwan (-) Mu‘awiyah ibn ‘Ammar that N§jiyah said:

"I said to Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) that al-Mughirah says: Does a believer affected
with leprosy or alphosis and alike?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'As if he is unaware of
(the person known as) Sahib Y3 Sin whose hand was crippled.' — Then he
[‘a.s.], displayed with his fingers in the same way as the crippled hands are,
— and said: 'It is as if I see that he has come to them with his crippled hand
admonishing them. Then, next day he came to them, and they killed him.' He
[‘a.s.] then said: 'A believer may be afflicted with any affliction and may die
with any kind of death, but he does not commit suicide.'"

2366-13. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn AbT ‘Abdillh (=) his
father (-) Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al-Ash‘arf that ‘Ubayd ibn Zuréirah said:

"I heard Abil ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) saying — three times: 'A believer has the
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best status before Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, He tries him
with a trial. Then he takes away from him some organs from his body while
he praises Alldh for that.'"

2367-14. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is3 (=)
‘Ali ibn al-Hakam (-) Fudayl ibn ‘Uthmin that Abii ‘Abdilldh ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Truly, there is a rank in the Heaven that no any servant (of Allh) can
attain to that except with an affliction of trial to his body (in this world)."

2368-15. A group of our co-sectarians () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (-) his father (-) Ibrdhim ibn Muhammad al-Ash‘ari (-) Abu Yahya
al-Hannit that ‘Abdullzh ibn Ab1 Ya‘fur said:

"I complained to Abii ‘Abdullah (‘a.s.) about the pains I suffer from
— and they are constantly ailing. He [ ‘a.s.] said to me: 'O Abdullah, had a
believer known what reward he would receive for the sufferings, he would
have wished to be cut into pieces by scissors."'"

2369—16. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Muhammad ibn Sinfn that Yiinus ibn Ribat said:

"I heard Abii ‘Abdillih (‘a.s.) saying: 'Truly, the people of truth were
always in trouble. Surely, that will last for a short time with a long well being.""
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2370-17. Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) some of his co-sectarians (-) al-
Husayn ibn al-Mukhtir (-) Abd Usdmah (-) Humran that Ab Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, is affable to a
believer with a trial, as a traveler is affable to his family with a present
when he returns from the journey; and He (s.w.2.) denys him this world as
a doctor denys his patient (from harmful food).

2371-18. ‘Ali (-) his father (-) ‘Abdullih ibn al-Mughirah (-) Muham-
mad ibn Yahy3 al-Khath‘ami that Muhammad ibn Buhlil al-*Abdf said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) saying: 'Alldh does not secure a believer
against the agitation of this world but he secures him from the blindness (of
heart) in it, and from the misfortune in the Hereafter.'"

2372-19. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim () his father (=) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Husayn
ibn Nu‘aym as-Sahhaf (=) Dharih al-Mubhribi that Aba ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

" ¢Alf ibni 'I-Husayn (‘a.s.) used to say: 'I dislike for a man (to have
good) health in this world and not afflicted with any calamity.'"

2373-20. A group of our co-sectarians () Ahmad ibn Abi ‘Abdillah (-)
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Nih ibn Shu‘ayb (—) Abl Dawiid al-Mustariq, rafa ‘ahii, said:

"Abil ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'The Holy Prophet (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) was
invited for a meal. When he entered the house of the host, he saw a hen
laying egg on a wall. The egg then fell on a peg in the wall and sticked on
it — it neither fell down nor broken. The Holy Prophet (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) was
surprised by that. The man said: 'Are you surprised about this egg? By Him
Who sent you with the Truth! I have never been afflicted by anything.' So,
the Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) got up and did not eat anything
from his food, and said: 'He, who has not been afflicted by any calamity,
Alldh has nothing to do with him."'"

2374-21. From him (-) ‘Alf ibn al-Hakam (-) Abén ibn ‘Uthman (-)
‘Abdu 'r-Rahmain ibn AbT ‘Abdillzh* and Abi Basir said:

"Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: 'The Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.)
said: 'Allzh has nothing to do with the one whose body and wealth has no
any share.'"

2375-22. Muhammad ibn Yahyd () Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Muham-mad ibn Sinin (-) ‘Uthmén an-Naww3’, from whom he mentioned
that, Abii ‘Abdilldh ( ‘a.s.) said:
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"Truly, Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, may try a believer
with any trial and make him die with every death, but He does not try him by
loosing his intellect. Don't you see Ayyiib (‘a.s.) how Satan gained mastery
over his wealth, children, wife and whatever he had, but He did not give him
mastery over his intellect, so that he may profess the Unity of Alldh by that."

2376-23. Muhammad ibn Yahyi (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi
(© Ibn Faddil (-) ‘Alf ibn ‘Ugbah () Sulaymin ibn Khalid that Abd
‘Abdillzh (‘a.s.) said:

"Truly, there is a rank with Allah for a servant that it cannot be attained
except by two options: either by losing his wealth or by a trial in his body."

2377-24. From him (-) Ibn Faddal (-) Muthanni al-Hanndt (-) Aba
Usamah that Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Allih, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, said: 'If it were not for My
believing servant to be annoyed heartedly, I would have wrapped the head of
an unbeliever with an iron headband so that his head may not split at all.'"

2378-25. “Ali ibn Ibrihim (-) his father (—) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Husayn ibn
‘Uthmin (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Muskan (-) Abii Basir that Aba ‘Abdillh (‘a.s.) said:
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"The Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.wa.w.s.) said: 'The similarity of a
believer is like a stem of a plant that wind bends it hither and thither. Thus,
a believer is bent by pains and illnesses. Also, the similarity of a hypocrite
is like a straight iron stick that nothing can afflict it till death appproaches
him and breaks him down completely.'"

2379-26. ‘Al ibn Ibrdhim (-) Hariin ibn Muslim (-) Mas‘adah ibn
Sadaqah that Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"Once The Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.), said to his companions:
'Every wealth is accursed for which the tax (zakat) is not paid; (and) every
body is accursed for which the tax is not paid, at least, once in every forty
days.' It was said: 'O Messenger of Allah! As for the tax of wealth, we
know it, and then what is the tax of bodies?' Then he {s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.] said
to them: 'That [body to be afflicted with a calamity.'" He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Then
(the color of) the faces of those who heard this from him [s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.]
changed. So, when he [s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.] saw their color have changed, he said
to them: 'Did you understand what I meant by my word?' They said: 'No,
O Messenger of Allzh!' He [s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.] said: 'Sometimes a scratch may
appear in one's body, or he gets hurt his foot by a stone, or he stumbles over
a rock, or falls sick or injured with a thorn and alike.' He [s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.],
had even mentioned the twitch of eye in his hadith."
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2380-27. Abt ‘Al al-Ash‘ari (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbir (-)
Ibn Faddal that Ibn Bukayr said:

"I asked Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.): 'Is a believer tried with liprosy or alphosis
and alike?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Is a trial prescribed for other than a believer?'"

2381-28. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father (=) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr, from
whom he narrated (-) al-Halabi that Abti ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"Truly, a believer is honorable in the view of Alldh to the extent that if
he asks Him to grant him the Heaven and whatever is in it, He will grant
him without anything lessening from his Kingdom. Also, an unbeliever is
a disgrace in the view of Allih to the extent that if he asks Him to grant
him the world and whatever is in it, He will grant him without anything
lessening from his Kingdom. Verily, Alldh is affable to a believing servant
with a trial, as a traveler is affable to his family with a present when he
returns from the journey; and He denys him this world as a doctor denys
his patient (from harmful food)."

2382-29. ‘Al ibn Ibrdhim (-) his father () Ibn Mahbab (-) Sami‘ah
that Abt ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"It is (written) in the book of ‘All (‘a.s.) that the severest trial among
people is of the prophets, then (their) successors and then their similarity.
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Surely, He tries a believer according to his good deeds. So, he, who affirms his
religion and makes good his deed, his trial becomes severe, and that is because
Allzh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has neither made this world as the
reward for a believer nor the punishment for an unbeliever. He whose religion
is unsteady and whose deed is weak, his trial is less; and certainly, the trial is
faster to a pious believer than a rain (fall) on the surface of the earth.”
2383-30. Muhammad ibn Yahyi () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isd
(- ‘Aliibn al-Hakam (-) Milik ibn ‘Atiyyah that Yiinus ibn ‘Ammar said:
"I said to Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.): 'What has appeared on my face, people
think that Alldh does not try a servant, on whom He attends, with this.'"
He said: "Then he [ ‘a.s.] said to me: 'Verily, the believer from the clan of
Pharaoh had a crippled fingers and he used to stretch his two hands and say:
O My people! Follow the messengers.'[Qur, 36:20].' Then he (‘a.s.) said to
me: "When the last one-third of the night reaches, perform ablution, then
stand for your prayer that you perform (every night), and while you are in
the second prostration of the first two rak ‘ar, say: "O the Most High, O the
Great, O the Compationate, O the Merciful, O the Hearer of invocations, O
Giver of the goods, send your greetings to Muhammad and his progeny, and
give me from all the goods of this world and the Hereafter, what is worthy of
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Thee; and keep away the evils of this world and the Hereafter from me what
is worthy of Thee; and put away from me this pain — and brand it — because it
has, indeed, made me angry and sad;" and insist on my prayer.'" He [Yiinus]
said: "Alldh removed all that (disease) from me before I reached al-Kiifah."

-107 -
Chapter on
The Merits of Needy Muslims

2384-1. ‘Ali ibn Ibrdhim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Is (-) Yinus (-) Muham-
mad ibn Sinin (=) al-‘Ald’ () Ibn Abi Ya“fiir that Abii ‘ Abdilldh ( ‘a.s.) said:

"The needy Muslims shall ramble in the gardens of Paradise before the
welthy, by forty years. Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'I shall give you an example
of that, The example of that is the example of two ships reaching together
at customs dock. A custom officer looks at one of them and finds nothing
in it, so he says: "Release it." And he looks at the other one he finds it
overloaded, so he says: "Hold it back."'"
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2385-2. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (<) his father that Sa‘din said:

"Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'Misfortunes are the gifts from Alldh and
poverty is stored up with Allgh.'"

2386-3. And from him, rafa ‘ahi that Abi ‘Abdillh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Alldh (5.a. ‘a.wa.w.s.) said: 'O ‘Ali! Verily, Allih
has made poverty as a trust with his creatures. So, he who conceals it, Alldh
will grant him the same reward of the one who fasts and stands for prayer;
and he who discloses it to someone who can fulfil his need but he doesn't,
he has certainly killed him. In fact, he has not killed him with a sword or
spear, but he has killed him with what he has hurt his heart.'"

2387—4. From him (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Ali (-) Dawid al-Hadhdhd’ (-)
Muhammad ibn Saghir (-) his grandfather, Shu‘ayb that Mufaddal said:

"Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: 'As the faith of a servant increases, the
tightness in his sustanance increases, too.'"

2388-5. And through his chain of trasmission, he said: Abii ‘Abdilldh
(‘a.s.) said:

"Had it not been for the insistence of believers on Alldh in demanding
sustenance, He [s.w.t.] would have transformed them from the condition
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they are to a tighter condition than that."

2389-6. From him (-) some of his co-sectarians, rafa ‘ahi, said:

"Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said: "Nothing has been given to a servant of this
world except for taking lesson and nothing has been kept away from him
except for a trial.""

2390-7. From him (=) Niih ibn Shu‘ayb and Abii Ishdq al-Khaffaf (-) a
man that Abd ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"There is no any share for our true Shi‘ahs in the false government,
except scanty food. If you wish, go to east or west you will not be provided
(more than that) exept scanty food."

2391-8. Muhammad ibn Yahy& (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad () Muham-
mad ibn al-Hasan al-Ash‘ari () some of his elders (-) Idris ibn ‘Abdilldh
that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Holy Prophet (s5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said: 'O ‘Ali! Need is the trust of
Alldh with his creatures. So, he who conceales it for himself, Alldh will
grant him the reward of the one who prays; and he who discloses it to
someone who can fulfil his need but he doesn't, he has certainly killed him.
In fact, he has not killed him with a sword, spearhead or with arrow, but he
has killed him with what he has hurt his heart.'"

2392-9. And from him (-) Ahmad (=) ‘Ali ibn al-Hakam that Sa‘dén said:
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"Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'Verily, Alldh, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, will turn toward the needy believers on the Day of Judgment as
if he is asking their pardon and says: "By My Dignity and Glory, I did not
make you poor in the world to despise you in My view. You will see how
I deal with you today. So, you can take the hand of one who helped you
in the world and make him enter the Heaven." Someone among them will
say: "O my Lord! The people of the world competed with each other for
their world; they married women, wore soft clothes, ate (delicious) foods,
resided in palaces, and rode on expensive and famous mounts. So, give
me like what you gave them." Then, AllZh, the Blessed, the Sublime, will
say: "For you, and every servant among you, there will be the like of what
I gave to the people of the world — from the beginning of the world to the
last — multiplied by seventy."'"

2393-10. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad () Ibrdhim
ibn ‘Ugbah (=) Ismd‘il ibn Sahl and Ismi‘il ibn ‘Abbéd, both of them,
rafa ‘ahii, that Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"There was not from the descendant of Adam a believer but he was needy,
and not an unbeliever but he was rich, till Ibréhim (‘a.s.) came, and said: 'Our
Lord! Do not make us a trial for those who disbelieve,’ [Qur., 60:5]. So, Alldh
made some of these wealthy and needy, and some of those wealthy and needy."
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2394-11. A group of our co-sectarians (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (-) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isi (-) whom he mentioned that Abi ‘Abdillah
(‘a.s.) said:

"Arich man with clean clothes came to the Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.-
a.w.s.) and sat with the Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.). Then came
a poor man with dirty clothes and sat near the rich man. The rich man
pulled out his clothes from under his (poor's) thigh. The Messenger of
Allah (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) then said: "Were you afraid that something from his
poverty may affect you?' He said: 'No.' He [s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.] said: "Were you
afraid that something from your wealth may reach him?' He said: 'No.' He
[s.a. ‘aw.-a.w.s.] said: "Were you afraid that he may dirty your clothes?' He
said: 'No.' He [s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.] said: 'So, what has led you to do that?' Then
he said: 'O Messenger of Alldh! I have a mate (Satan) who beautifies for
me every ugly and makes ugly for me every good. I shall, certainly, give
him half of my wealth.' Then the Messenger of Alldh (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.) said
to the poor man: 'Do you accept it?' He said: No.' Then, the rich man said
to him: "Why?' He said: 'l am afraid that the same thing may enter into me
what has entered into you."'"

2395-12. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim (-) ‘Alf ibn Muhammad al-Qasani (-) al-
Qasim ibn Muhammad (~) Sulayman ibn Dawid al-Mingari (-) Hafs ibn
Ghiyith that Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:
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"It is in one of the secret conversations of Miisd ( ‘a.s.) that Alldh said:
"Whenever you see poverty is approaching, say: "Welcome to the slogan of
the righteous people;" and whenever you see wealth is approaching, say:
"It is a sin that its punishment has hastened."'"

2396-13. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) an-Nawfal1 () as-Sakiini
that Abu ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Holy Prophet (s.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.), said: 'Blessed are the needy because
of their patience; and they are the ones who see the kingdom of the heavens
and the earth.'"”

2397-14. And through his chain of trasmission, he said:

"The Holy Prophet (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.), said: 'O assembly of the needy,
delight yourselves and submit to Allgh the pleasure of your hearts so that
Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, may reward you for your
poverty. If you don't do that, then there is no reward for you.'"

2398-15. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi
Nasr (-) ‘Isd al-Farrd’ (-) Muhammad ibn Muslim that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"When the Day of Resurrection comes, Alldh, the Blesed, the Sublime,
will order a caller to call in His presence: "Where are the poors?' Many will
rise in a company of men. Then Allzh will say: 'O My servants!' "They will
say: 'Here we are, O our Lord!"' He [s.w.t.] then will say: 'I did not make
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you poor to despise you in My view; rather I have, indeed, chosen you for a
day like this. [Now] look carefully at the faces of people, whoever did any
favour to you, and he did not do it but for My sake, then you can reward
him with Heaven on my behalf.'"

2399-16. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isd
(-) Ibrahim al-Hadhdh3’ (-) Muhammad ibn Saghir (-) his grandfather,
Shu‘ayb that Mufaddal said:

"Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said: 'Had it not been for the insistence of these
Shi‘ahs on Alldh in demanding sustenance, He [s.w.£] would have trans-
formed them from the condition they are to a tighter condition than that.'"

2400-17. Abi ‘Alf al-Ash‘arf () Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbar (-)
Ibn Faddil (-) Muhammad ibn 'l-Husayn ibn Kathir al-Khazz3z that Abli
‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said to me:

"Don't you go to market? Don't you see fruits and other things, that you
desire to buy, are sold there?' I said: 'Yes.' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Surely, for
you there is a recompense of good for what you see there but you cannot
afford to buy.'"

2401-18. Muhammad ibn Yahy3 () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isi
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(-) Muhammad ibn Sinén (-) ‘Ali ibn ‘Affan (-) Mufaddal ibn ‘Umar that
Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"Truly, Allah, Exalted be His Eulogy, will apologise to His bellevmg
servant (who was) needy in this world, as a brother apologises to his
brother, and says: '‘By My Might and Glory, I did not make you needy in
the world to despise you in My view. So, lift this curtain and look at what
I have given you in place of the world.'" He [ ‘a.s.] said: "He will lift it and
say: "You have not caused me any harm for what You have forbidden me
with what you have exchanged.'"

2402-19. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (—) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Hishdm
ibn al-Hakam that Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"When the Day of Resurrection comes, a company of men will rise till
they reach at the door of Paradise and knock on the door. It will be said
to them: 'Who are you?' They will say: 'We are the poor.' It will be said to
them: '‘Before reckoning? They will say: 'Nothing has been given to us
to reckon it!"' Then, Alldh, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, will say:
'They are right. Enter Paradise.'"

2403-20. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid (-) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isi that Mubdrak, the servant of Shu‘ayb said:
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"I heard Abu'l-Hasan Miisa (‘a.s.) saying: 'Truly, Alldh to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, says: 'I do not make the wealthy rich because
of his honor to Me, nor do I make the needy poor because of his lowliness
in My view; rather I tried the wealthy with the poor, and had there not been
for poor, the rich would have not deserved Paradise.'"

2404-21. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isi (-) Yiinus (-) Ishiq
ibn ‘Isa that Ishdq ibn ‘Ammar* and al-Mufaddal ibn ‘Umar said:

"Abll ‘Abdillih (‘a.s.) said: 'The well-to-do Shi‘ahs are our trustees
on needy (Shi‘ahs). Thus, preserve our rights with regard to them, so that
Allzh may preserve you.'"

2405-22. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (=) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr () Hishdm
ibn Salim that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

" Amiru 'I-Mu’minin (‘a.s.) said: "Verily poverty is more ornamental to
a believer than a cheek-strap on the cheek of a horse."'"

2406-23. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Sahl ibn Ziyad (—) Ibn Mahbub
() ‘Abdullh ibn Ghalib (-) his father that Sa‘d ibn al-Musayyab said:

"I asked ‘Alf ibni 'l-Husayn (‘a.s.) about the Word of Allih, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty: And were it not that all people had been a
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single nation, [Qur., 43:33]. He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'This is about the nation of
Muhammad (5.a. ‘a.w.a.w.s.), that all of them would have been converted to
disbelief: We would certainly have assigned to those who disbelieve in the
All-merciful Alldh) to make of silver the roofs of their houses . . . [ibid.33].
Had Allzh done that with the nation of Muhammad (s.a. ‘aw.a.w.s.), it
would have made the believers sad and grieved them, then they would
have refrained from intermarriage with them or inherit from each other.""

-108 -
A Chapter

2407-1. Muhammad ibn Yahyd (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Muhammad ibn Sinin that Aban ibn ‘Abdu 'I-Malik said:

"Related to me Bakr al-Arqat from Abii ‘Abdilldh ( ‘a.s.) or Shu‘ayb from
Abi “‘Abdillzh (‘a.s.) that someone entered his presence and said: 'May Alldh
make you prosper! I am a man dedicated my love solely to you and now I am
in desparate need for which I approached my kith and kin for help but nothing
has increased in me by that from them save remoteness.' He (‘a.s.) said: "What
Allah has granted you is better than what He has taken away from you.' He said:
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'May I be made your ransom! You pray to Allzh for me to make me needless of
his creatures.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Verily, Alldh has distributed sustenance to whom
he willed (and) in the hands of whom he willed. But you ask Allzh to suffice
from the need that would oblige you to beg His wicked creatures.'"

2408-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) ‘Ali ibn
Asbdt, whom he mentioned that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"Poverty is a red death." I said to Abid ‘Abdillh (‘a.s.): "By poverty,
do you mean of dinir and dirham?" He [ ‘a.s.] said: "No, but of religion."

—-109 -
Chapter on
That for A Heart There are Two Ears, in
One an Angel Infuses into It and the Other A Satan

2409-1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrdhim () his father (—) Ibn Ab1 ‘Umayr (-) Hammad
that Abi ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"There is no heart but it has two ears. On one of them there is a guiding
angel and on the other an alluring Satan. This one bids him and that one
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holds him back. Satan bids him to disobediences and the angel holds
him back. And this is the the Word of Alldh, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty: . . . sitting on the right and on the left; he utters not a word but
there is by him a watcher at hand, [Qur., 50:17-18]."

2410-2. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Ahmad ibn Ishdq (-) Sa‘dan (-)
Abi Bagir that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, for a heart there are two ears, when a servant intends to commit
a sin, the Spirit of Faith says to him: 'Don't do it', and Satan says to him:
'Do it. When he is commiting adultery, the Spirit of Faith will pull away
from him."

2411-3. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is (-)
‘All ibn al-Hakam (-) Sayf ibn ‘Amirah (—) Aban ibn Taghlib that Abd
‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) said:

"There is no believer but in his heart are two ears within his breast. In one
ear the slinking whisperer (Satan) infuses in it and in the other one an angel
infuses. Alldh strengthens the believer by the angel and that is the Word of
Alldh: . . . and strengthened them with a spirit from Him, [Qur., 58:22]."
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-110 -
Chapter on
The Spirit by Which the Believers are
Strengthened

2412-1. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad and Muhammad ibn Yahyd, both
of them (-) ‘Alf ibn Muhammad ibn Sa‘d () Muhammad ibn Muslim (-)
Abil Salamah (-) Muhammad ibn Sa‘ld ibn Ghazwén () Ibn Abi Najrdn
(-) Muhammad ibn Sin#n that Abi Khadijah said:

"I called on Abu 'l-Hasan (‘a.s.), and he [‘a.s.] said to me: 'Verily,
Allzh the Blessed, the Sublime, has strengthened a believer with a Spirit
from Himself. The Spirit is present with him whenever he performs good
deeds or practice piety; and whenever he commits sin or aggression the
Spirit leaves him. Thus, the Spirit is with him, trembling with joy when he
performs good deeds and sinks into the ground when he commits misdeeds.

"'O servants of Allah! Consider His bounties by reforming yourselves so
that you may increase in certainty and gain a precious and valuable result. May
Allah have mercy upon a man who intends to do good and he does it, or intends
to commit a sin but refrains from it.' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: "We (4hlu "I-Bayt)
confirm the Spirit by the obedience of Allah and act for His sake.'"
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