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... from Hisham i6n Safim and Hammad ibn ‘ Uthman and others,
said: We heard Aba ‘ Abdillah (‘a.s) saying:

My Tradition is the Tradition of nry father;
and the Trudition of my father is the Tradition of my grandfather;
and the Trudition of my grandfather is the Tradition of al3{usayn;
and the Tradition of alHusayn is the Tradition of al-Hasan;
and the Tradition of al-3asan is the Tradition of Amiru
Mu'minin (‘a.s);
and the Tradition of Amiru My 'minin is the Tradition of the
Messenger of Alllih (5.a'a.w.a);
and the Tradition of the Messenger of Alldifi (5.a. ‘a.w.a.)is the
Word of Alliih, to Whom belong Might and Magesty.

(al-Kiff, vol.1, p.51.)
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In the Name of Alléh
The All-Compassionate, The All-Merciful

Praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of all Being;
the All-Compassionate, the Ali-Merciful;
the Master of the Day of Judgement.

Thee only we serve; and to Thee alone we pray
Jor succour.

Guide us in the straight path,
the path of those whom Thou hast blessed,
not of those against whom Thou art wrathful,
nor of those who are astray.

» * * ] *

O' Alldh! Send your blessings to the head of
your messengers and the last of
your prophets,
Muhammad and his pure and cleansed progeny.
Also send your blessings to all your
prophets and envoys.
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Benediction upon the Holy Prophet (s)

The Holy Prophet replies to their question: "How can we
invoke blessings on you?" He replied:

Say:
O’ Allah! Send blessings on Muhammad
and the Housefold of Mufiammad .

Ibn Dawild, as-Sunan, vel.1, p.224.
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CAUTION

I — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of al-Kafi:
"A group of our associates", quoting from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn T,
the Group here means the following five persons: -
1. Abi Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Yahy3 al-‘Attir al-Qummf,
2. ‘Al ibn Miis3 ibn Ja‘far al-Kamandanf,
3. Abii Sulayman Dawiid ibn Kawrah al-Qummf;
4. Abii ‘Alf Ahmad ibn Idsis ibn Ahmad al-Ash‘arf al-QummT, and
5. Abu "I-Hasan “Alf ibn Ibrihim ibn Hishim al- i
11 — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of al-Kafi:
"A group of our associates", quoting from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khilid al-Barq, the Group here means the following four persons:-
1. Abu I-Hasan “Al1 ib Ibrihim ibn Hishim al-Qummi;
2. Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillzh ibn Udhaynah;
3. Ahmad ibn ‘Abdillzh ibn Umayyah; and
4. ‘Al ibn al-Husayn as-Sa‘d-Abadi.
ITII — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the the book of al-K4fi:
" A group of our associates", quoting from Sahl ibn Ziyad, the Group here
means the followmg four person:-
1. Abu 'l-Hasan ‘Al ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrihim ibn Ab3n ar-REzi,
who is renowned with ‘Allin al-Kulayni; ,
2. Abu 'l-Husayn Muhammad ibn Abi ¢ Abdillih Ja‘far ibn Muhammad
ibn ‘Awn al-Asadi al-Kiiff, resident of Ray;
3. Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn Farriikh as-Saffir al-Qummf; and
4. Muhammad ibn ‘Aqil al-Kulayni.

IV — Wherever the author (al-Kulayni) says in the book of al-Kdfi:
"A Group of our associates", quoting from Ja‘far ibn Muhammad who
quoted from al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf ibn Faddal, one of them is, Abii *Abdilldh
al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Imran ibn Abi Bakr al-Ash‘arT al-Qummi.

xvii
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LIST OF

Technical terms and special signs used in the Traditions

UL.J‘ - U}.’.‘
S

L A

Wy — dad,

(=) =

44-&)5 - ;Ln_)n

*

oo Ty e alit Lo

Pl gle/ale
A el pgle

"informed us" or "told us".
Ynarrated to us".
“related" or "reported to us".

(rafa‘ahu/yarfa‘ahu) a narrator mentions the
name/s of persons/s from whom he narrated,
but the later narrator/s omit his/their names.
(“an) "quoted from", signified by the signs
)

(mursalan/arsalahu) quoting (a Tradition)
from the Prophet or Im3m without describing
the linking sources between the narrator and
the Prophet or Imam.

starting of a new chain of narration.

(sallallzhu ‘alayhi wa 3lihi wa sallam) peace
and blessing of Allih be upon him (the
Prophet) and his progeny (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.).

peace be upon him/her (p.b.u.h.).

peace be upon them (p.b.u.t.).

Xviii
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INTRODUCTION TO .
THE SECOND VOLUME OF USUL AL-KAFT

Our infinite thanks are due to the Beneficient Alldh that after a painful
delay that took place in the translation and publication of another part of
Usil from the book of al-Kdfi, now, by the Grace of the Almighty Alldh,
this Organization has seriously decided to expedite the work of translation
and publication of the second volume of the book.

Though we lost the services of most of the scholarly group who
worked in the translation of the first volume, nevertheless, we have been
able — by the Help of the Almighty AllZh — to acquire valuable resources
with renewed scholarly control. This has given us the initiative for rapid
progress of the work.

The question of morality is one of the most important issues of the day.
Whenever forces of materialism indulge in excesses, the necessity to work
in the field of morality becomes more obvious and urgent. Materialism
leades to oppresion, humiliation, degradation of human character and
increases social insecurity. Fortunately, this second volume of Usdal al-Kafi
generally deals with morality and a part of it deals with supplication and
the Holy Qur'in.

According to undeniable Hadithu ‘th-Thagalayn and most of the
indisputable narrations from the Shi‘ah and the Sunni that the Holy Qur'an
and the Household of the Holy Prophet (4hlu 'I-Bayt), peace be upon them,
are the Two Inseparable Entities, each perfect in itself, reflecting the others.
Thus, it is necessary that we should hold fast to these Two Inseparable Ones
so that we remain safe from getting astray.

xxi

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



This collection of al-K4fi is the teachings of the Ahlu ‘I-Bayt (‘a.s.),
and they should be thought along with the Holy Qur'dn for the quidance of
the wnmah.

Finally, we implore upon All3h to affect our work purely for His
pleasure, and to help us to complete this work, which we have started. May
Alldh guide us in this step which we have taken and in the future steps, for
He is the best Master and the best Helper.

World Organization for Islamic Services
(W.OFLS.)
13/7/1438
11/04/2017
Tehran —Iran.

xxii
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Chapter on
Gloating (Rejoicing at Another's Misfortune)

2766~1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf ibn Faddal () Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al-
Ash‘ari (-) Aban ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Malik that Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Do not rejoice at your brother's misfortune as Allah will remove it
from him and afflict you with the same." He [ ‘a.s.] also said: "He who
rejoices at a calamity that afflicts his brother (in faith) shall not leave this
world until it befalls him."

673
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-151-
Chapter on
Abusing

2767-1. ‘Al1 ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () an-Nawfali (-) as-Sakant
that Abtu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah () said: 'Abusing believers is just like falling
into perdition.'"

27768-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
‘Isa (-) al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id (-) Fadalah ibn ‘Ayyiib (-) ‘Abdullah ibn
Bukayr (—) Abii Basir that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (5), said: 'Abusing believers is sin and fighting
against them is disbelief, eating their flesh (talking behind their back) is
disobedience, and their wealth is to be respected just like their lives.'"

2769-3. From him (-) al-Hasan ibn Mahbub (=) Hisham ibn Salim (-)
Abu Basir that Abui Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"A man from the tribe of Banii Tamim came to the Prophet (s), and
said: 'Advise me.' So one of the advices he gave to him was: 'Do not abuse

674
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people thereby earning their enmity towards you.'"

2770—4. Ibn Mahbiib (—) ‘Abdu 'r-Rahman ibni 'l-Hajjaj (—) Abu 'l-Hasan
Miisa (‘a.s.) said about two men who abuse each other:

"He who starts abusing first is the greater oppressor. He will bear both
his sin and the sin of the other as long as he does not apologize to the [one
whom he has] oppressed.”

2771-5. Aba “Alf al-Ash‘ari (~) Muhammad ibn Salim (—) Ahmad ibni
'n-Nadr (-) ‘Amr ibn Shimr (-) Jabir that Abti Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"No man bears witness about the disbelief of another but that it shall
return to one of them. If the one he bears witness against is a disbeliever,
he has spoken the truth, but if he is a believer, then disbelief shall return to
the one who bore witness. Therefore, beware of accusing the believers."

2772—6. al-Hasan ibn Muhammad (—) Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad (-) al-Hasan
ibn ‘Alf al-Washsha’ (-) ‘Alf ibn Abi Hamzah that one of them ( ‘a.s.) said:

"When a curse is uttered, it comes out of the mouth of the person and
wanders about — if it finds a place to rest, it does so, otherwise it returns to
the one who uttered it."
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2773-7. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
al-Hasan ibn ‘Al (-) ‘Alf ibn ‘Ugbah () ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan that Abi
Hamzah ath-Thumali said:

"I heard Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) saying: "When a curse comes out from the
mouth of a person it sways between the two individuals; if it finds a place
to rest, it does so, otherwise it returns to its utterer.'"

2774-8. Abii ‘Altal-Ash‘ari(~) Muhammad ibn Hassan (-) Muhammad
ibn ‘Ali () Muhammad ibni 'l-Fuday| that Abii Hamzah said:

"l heard Aba ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: "When a man says to his brother in
faith, "Uff" (this is the least abusive word), he exits from his (religious)
bond [with him.] And if he says: "You are my enemy," then one of them
has surely entered into disbelief. Indeed, Allah does not accept any deed
from a believer who has harbors bad intentions about his brother in faith.' "

2775-9. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn
Sinan (-) Hammad ibn ‘Uthman (-) Rib‘T (-) al-Fudayl that Aba Ja‘far
(‘a.s.) said:

"He who maligns a believer shall meet death in its worst form and he
does not deserve to return to righteousness."
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-152 -
Chapter on
Accusation and Mistrust

2776—-1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Hammad ibn Isa (-) Ibrahim
ibn ‘Umar al-Yamani that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"When a believer accuses his brother, faith shall dissipate from his heart
just as salt gets dissolved in water."

2777-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid () some of his co-sectarians (—) al-Husayn ibn Hazim (-) Husayn
ibn ‘Umar ibn Yazid that his father said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: 'If a man accuses his brother (in
faith), there shall remain no respect between them, and one who treats
his brother in faith as he treats other people (who are non-believers), he
detaches himself from what he was bonded to.'"

2778-3. From him () his father (—) whom he narrated it to him (-) al-
Husayn ibni 'l-Mukhtar that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful ( ‘a.s.) said in his speech: 'Take what-
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ever your brother (in faith) does in its most positive light, until he does
something that cannot be taken positively in any way. Do not mistrust what
your brother says as long as you are able to find a positive meaning for it.' "

- 153 -
Chapter on
He Who does not Advise his Brother Sincerely

2779-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) al-Hasan
ibn ‘Al ibni 'n-Nu‘man (-) Abii Haf$ al-A‘sha that Aba ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (5), used to say: 'He whose brother asks for his
help yet he does not advise him well he has betrayed Allah and his Messenger.' "

2780-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa that Sama‘“ah said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) say: 'Any believer who tries to fulfill his
brother's need but he does not advise him well, he has surely betrayed
Allah and his Messenger.'"
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2781-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid and Abi “Alf al-Ash‘arT (-) Muhammad ibn Hassan, both of them,
(-) Idris ibni 'l-Hasan that Musabbih ibn Hilgam said:

" Abi Bagsir reported to us saying: 'T heard Abu ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) say: "Any
man from our companions who is asked for help by his brother in faith and
he does not do his best in fulfilling his needs, has surely betrayed Allah and
his Messenger and the believers." Abu Basir said: 1 asked Abu ‘Abdillah
(‘a.s.): "What do you mean by 'The Believers'?" He [ ‘a.s.] said: "I mean from
the time of the Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.) onwards."""

2782—4. From both of them (~) Muhammad ibn ‘Al that Abti Jamilah said:

"I heard Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: 'He who helps his brother but does not
advise him well he has betrayed Allah and his Messenger and Allah is his enemy.'"

2783-5. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid () some of his co-sectarians (—) Husayn ibn Hazim (-) Husayn ibn
‘Umar ibn Yazid (-) his father that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"He who seeks advice from his brother in faith yet the latter does not
offer him sincere advice, Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, shall
deprive him of his wisdom."
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2784—6. Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isd ibn ‘Ubayd (-) Yiinus
that Sama“ah said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: 'Any believer who accompanies his
brother to fulfill his need but does not advise him sincerely has betrayed
Allah and his Messenger.'"

- 154 -
Chapter on
Breach of Promise

2785—1. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim () his father (-) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr that Hisham
ibn Salim said:

"I heard Abit ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: 'The promise of a believer to his
brother (in faith) is a kind of vow for which there is no expiation. Therefore,
he who breaks his promise has broken his vow with Allah and has exposed
himself to His wrath, and this is meant when Allah says: O you who believe!
Why do you say that which you do not do? It is most hateful to Allah that
you should say that which you do not do. [Qur., 61:2-3].""
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2786-2. ‘Ali (-) his father (-) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr () Shu‘ayb al-‘Aqarqift
that Abt ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (s), said: 'Whoever believes in Allah and the
Day of Judgment must fulfill his vow.'"

-155 -
Chapter on
He Who Puts Up A Barrier for
His Brother (in Faith)

2787-1. Abi Ali al-Ash‘ar (-) Muhammad ibn Hassan* and A group
of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, both of them
(-) Muhammad ibn ‘Al (-) Muhammad ibn Sinan that al-Mufagdal ibn
‘Umar said:

"Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'Any believer for whom there is a barrier
between him and his brother (in faith), Allah, to Whom belong Might and
Maijesty, shall erect seventy thousands barriers between him and Heaven
such that the distance between two barriers is equivalent to what is traversed
in one thousand years.'"
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2788-2. ‘Al1 ibn Muhammad (—) Muhammad ibn Jumhiir () Ahmad
ibni 'I-Husayn (-) his father () Isma‘1l ibn Muhammad that Muhammad
ibn Sinan said:

"I was in presence of ar-Riga, the blessings of Allah be upon him, when
he said to me: 'O Muhammad, there were four people during the time of
the Banii Isra’il who were believers. One of them went to the other three
when they had gathered together in a house and were discussing about
something. He knocked the door and the servant came out. He asked the
servant about where his master was, and he answered that his master was
not in the house, so he returned. The servant went to his master and was
asked who was at the door. He informed him who he was and said: "I told
him you are not in." The master did not say anything nor did he react. He
did not criticize his servant either. None of those three persons got upset
about what happened and continued their conversation. Next morning, the
same person went back and found the three of them coming out of the
house and heading to a garden belonging to one of them. He greeted them
and said: "Shall I go with you?" They replied affirmatively, yet did not
apologize what happened the day before. He was a needy and poor man.
While on the way they saw a cloud covering them and thought it was going
to rain on them, so they rushed to avoid getting wet. When the cloud came
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to rest above their heads, a voice was heard from within the clouds: "O
Fire, take these men! I am Gabriel messenger of Allah." At that moment,
a fire came out of the cloud and took away the three men while the poor
man was standing there, frightened and wondering what had happened to
them. He did not know the cause of the incident. When he returned to the
city, he met with Yusha‘ ibn Niin, (‘a.s.), and told him the story, and what
he had seen and heard. Yusha“ ibn Niin, ( ‘a.s.) said: "Do you not know that
Allah's wrath came upon on them after He had been pleased with them as
a result of what they did to you?" He asked: "What did they do to me?"
Yusha“ ibn Niin (‘a.s.), informed him about what had happened. The man
said: "I forgive them." He [ ‘a.s.] said: "If (your forgiveness) it were before
the chastisement, it would have been beneficial for them but now it isn't. It
may be beneficial for them afterwards.""'"

2789-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad () Bakr ibn
Salih (~) Muhammad ibn Sinan (—) Mufaddal that Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Any believer who places a barrier between himself and his brother
(in faith), Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, shall erect seventy
thousand barriers between him and Heaven, the distance between each of
them being equivalent to what is traversed in a thousand years."
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2790-4. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Yahya ibni 'l-Mubarak (-)
‘Abdullah ibn Jabalah (-) ‘Asim ibn Humayd (-) Abd Hamzah that Abi
Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said, when I said to him:

"May I be made your ransom! What do you say about a Muslim who visits
another Muslim [or asks for his help], while the latter is in his house, asking
permission to enter yet he does not allow him to come in, nor does he come out
of the house? He [ ‘a.s.], said: 'O Aba Hamzah! Any Muslim who goes to visit
another Muslim or to ask for his help, and asks permission to enter yet he does
not come out of his house, he is continually subjected to Allah's curse until they
meet each other.' So, I said: 'May I be made your ransom! Will he remain under
Allah's curse till they meet each other? He [ ‘a.s.], said: "Yes, Aba Hamzah.'"

- 156 -
Chapter on
He Who is Asked for Help by his Brother
(in Faith) But does not Help Him

2791-1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid* and Abii ‘Alral-Ash‘ari (—) Muhammad ibn Hassan (—) Muhammad
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ibn ‘Alf (-) Sa‘dan (-) Husayn ibn Amin that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"He who abstains from helping his Muslim brother and fulfilling his needs
shall be forced to help one who sins against him and shall not be rewarded."

2792-2. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Yinus (-) Ibn
Muskan (—) Aba Basir that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"When one of our Shi‘ahs goes to his brother in faith and asks for help
and the latter does not assist him despite being able to, then Alldh punishes
him such that he is forced to help another who is our enemy and because of
this, he shall be subjected to chastisement in the Hereafter."

2793-3. Abi “Ali al-Ash‘ari (~) Muhammad ibn Hassan (-) Muhammad
ibn Aslam (-) al-Khattab ibn Mus‘ab (—) Sadir that Abti ‘ Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"No one abandons his brother in faith without helping and assisting him
but that he shall be forced to help a sinner and will not get any reward [for it]."

2794-4. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad (-)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah (-) ‘Ali ibn Ja‘far that [his brother]
Abu 'l-Hasan (‘a.s.) said:

"I heard him saying: 'If a man is approached by his brother in faith and
asked for help and refuge from his situation, and he does not help despite
being able to do so, then he has surely detached [himself] from Allah's
guardianship [and mercy].'"
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-157 -
Chapter on
He Who Prevents his Brother From
What He or Others Have Got

2795-1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad
and Abi ‘AlT al-Ash‘arT (-) Muhammad ibn Hassan, both of them (-)
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali (~) Muhammad ibn Sinan (-) Furat ibn Ahnaf that
Abi ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Any believer who withholds from his brother that which he needs
while he is able to assist from what he or others have, Allzh shall make him
stand on his feet while his face is dark and his eyes are purple and his hands
are cuffed. It will then be said: 'This is the traitor who has betrayed Allah
and His Messenger.' Then it will be decreed that he be taken to the Fire."

2796-2. Ibn Sinan that Yiinus ibn Zabyan said:

"Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'O Yiinus! He who withholds the right of a
believer, Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, shall make him stand
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on his feet , on the Day of Resurrection, for five hundred years until his sweat
or blood is shed and a proclaimer from Allah's presence shall announce:
"This is the transgressor who withheld Allah's right from him." He will
subsequently be condemned for forty days and then be taken to the Fire.'"

2797-3. Muhammad ibn Sinan that Mufaddal ibn ‘Umar said:

"Abil ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'For one who has a house and a believer
needs to live in that house, yet he prevents him [from doing so], Allah to
Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: "O My angels, this servant has
been miserly towards another servant of mine with respect to his house in
this world, I swear by my Glory and Majesty, he shall never reside in my
[heavenly] Gardens.""'"

2798—4. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad (-)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah that ‘Alf ibn Ja‘far said:

"l heard Abu'l-Hasan (‘a.s.) say: 'He whose believing brother
approaches him with a request, it is surely a grace from Allah, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, sent to him. Therefore, if he accepts it, it will
connect him to our authority, which is connected to Allah's authority, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty. If he rejects it while he is able to fulfill
his need, Allah shall raise a fire snake in his grave that will bite him until
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the Day of Resurrection, whether he is to be forgiven or punished, and if
the needy person accepts his apology it is even worse for him." He said:
"] heard him [ ‘a.s.] saying: 'One whose brother comes to him, seeking
help with some of his problems, yet he refuses to assist him while he is
able to, he has surely detached himself from the guardianship of Allah, the
Blessed, the Sublime.'"

— 158 -
Chapter on
He Who Frightens A Believer

2799-1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) al-Ansari (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan that
Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (s) said: 'He who looks at a believer with a sharp
gaze in order to frighten him, Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
shall frighten him on the day when there is no shade except His shade.'"
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2800-2. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (~) his father () Abi Ishaq al-Khaffaf (-)
some of the people of Kiifah that Aba ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"He who frightens a believer by telling him that the king wishes to harm
him, if this does not come to pass, he shall be in the Fire [of Hell], and if it
actually happens, he shall abide in the Fire together with Pharaoh and his
followers."

2801-3. “Ali ibn Ibrahim () his father (—) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr () some of
his co-sectarians that Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"He who plays arole in harming a believer, even to the extent of (saying)
half a word, he shall meet Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, on
the Day of Resurrection, while it is written between his two eyes: 'He has

no hope for My mercy'.
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- 159 -
Chapter on
Slander

2802—1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Hasan ibn Mahbiib (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan that Aba Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (§), said: 'Should I not inform you about the
worst among you?' They answered: 'Yes, O Messenger of Allah!' He [s]
said: 'They are those who go after slander, sow discord among friends and
seek faults in good people.'"

2803-2. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Muhammad ibn Ahmad () Muhammad
ibn ‘Isa (-) Yasuf ibn ‘Agil (-) Muhammad ibn Qays that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The Heaven is prohibited for the slandering liars."

2804-3. ‘Aliibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (=) Yiinus () Abu 'l-Hasan
al-Isbahani (—) whom he mentioned that Abi ‘ Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.) said: 'The worst of you are the
slanderers who sow discord between friends and seek faults in good people.'"
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- 160 -
Chapter on
Disclosing Secrets

2805—1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) “‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa that Muhammad ibn ‘Ajlan said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) say: 'Surely, Allah, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty, condemned (some) nations because they divulged secrets; and
He [s.w.1.] says: When there comes to them a matter, be it of security or fear,
they broadcast it... [Qur., 4:83], therefore, avoid divulging secrets.' "

2806-2. ‘Aliibn Ibrahim (—) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Y inus () Muham-
mad al-Khazzaz that Abi ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"He who discloses our (secret) teachings is like the one who has denied
our right." He [ ‘a.s.] then said to Mu‘alla ibn Khunays: "The divulger of
our secret is like the one who rejects it."

2807-3. Yiinus (-) Ibn Muskan (-) Ibn Abi Ya‘fiir that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"He who discloses our (secret) speech, Allah shall divest him of faith."
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2808-4. Yiinus ibn Ya‘qiib () some of his co-sectarians that Abi
‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"He who divulges our secrets has not killed us by mistake; rather he has
murdered us on purpose.”

2809-5. Yunus (-) al-‘Ala’ that Muhammad ibn Muslim said:

"I heard Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) say: 'A servant who never shed any blood (in
the world) will be resurrected on the Day of Judgment and will be given
a pint of blood or more. He will be told: "This is your share of so-and-
so's blood." He shall say: "O my Lord! You are surely aware that until
the time when you took my soul, I had never shed any blood." He [s.w.1.]
will say to the servant: "Yes, but you heard so-and-so narrating something
and disclosed it to others until it was narrated before the tyrant ruler who
executed him for it, so this is your share of his blood."'"

2810-6. Yiinus (-) Ibn Sinan (-) Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar that Abu ‘Abdillah
(‘a.s.) recited this verse: ... That is because they disbelieved in the signs of
Allah, and killed the prophets unjustly and this was because they disobeyed
and were transgressors... [Qur., 2:61], and said:

"By Allah, they did not kill them with their hands nor did they strike
them with their swords; rather, they heard their (secret) speech and divulged
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it. As a result, they were taken and killed; therefore, it was considered
murder, transgression and disobedience."

2811-7. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Abt ‘Abdillah (-)
‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa (=) Sama‘ah () Abi Basir that Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said
about the Word of Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: ...and they
kill the prophets unjustly... [Qur., 3:112]:

"By Allah, they did not kill them with their swords, rather they revealed
their secrets and disseminated them, and thus they were killed."

2812-8. From him () ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa (-~) Muhammad ibn ¢ Ajlan that
Abil ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Surely, Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has condemned
(some) nations because they divulged secrets. He [s.w.t.] says: When there
comes to them a matter, be it of security or fear, they broadcast it... [Qur.,
4:83], therefore, avoid divulging secrets."”

2813-9. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (—) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) al-
Husayn ibn ‘Uthman (-) he who reported it to him that Abi ‘Abdillah
(‘a.s.) said:

"He who divulges any of our affairs, it is as if he has murdered us on
purpose, not killed us by mistake."
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2814-10. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad (-)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Nasr ibn $a‘id mawla of Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.)
that his father said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) say: 'The divulger of secrets is an agnostic
and the one who tells secrets to one who is unworthy is a disbeliever, but he
who grasps the firmest handle will surely be saved.' I asked: "What is that
(most firm handle)?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'It is submission.'"

2815-11. ‘Ali ibn Muhammad (—) Salih ibn Abi Hammad (-) a man from
the people of Kiifah (—) Abi Khalid al-Kabuli that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has placed the
religion in two dominions: The dominion of Adam, which is the godly
dominion, and the dominion of Satan. When Allah wills to be worshipped
publicly, it is the dominion of Adam and when He wills to be worshipped
in secret, it is the dominion of Satan. Therefore, the one who divulges what
Allah wills to conceal, has rejected the religion.”

2816-12. Abu ‘Al al-Ash‘arT (-~) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbar (-)
Safwan (-) ‘Abdu 'r-Rahman ibni 'l-Hajjaj that Abu ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"He who commences his day by divulging our secret, Allah shall set upon
him the heat of scorching iron and the confinement of cramped stockades."
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- 161 -
Chapter on
One Who Obeys People by Disobeying His Creator

2817-1. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) an-Nawfali (-) as-Sakiint
that Aba ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (s) said: 'One who seeks the approval of
people by disobeying Allah, Allah shall turn his praiser into his blamer.'"

2818-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) Isma‘il ibn Mihran (-) Sayf ibn ‘ Amirah (=) ‘Amr ibn Shimr (-)
Jabir that Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (s5) said: "Whoever seek to please people by
disobeying Allah, his praiser will become his blamer, and whoever prefers
obedience to Allah over the anger of people, Allah shall preserve him from
the enmity of all the foes, the jealousy of all the envious ones and the
transgression of all the transgressors, and Allah, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty, shall be his helper and supporter.'"
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2819-3. From him (-) Sharif ibn Sabiq (-) al-Fadl ibn Abi Qurrah that
Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"A man wrote to al-Husayn, blessings of Allah be upon him, and asked
him for a couple of words of advice. He [ ‘a.s.] wrote back: 'He who seeks
to gain something by disobeying Allah shall soon lose what he hopes to
achieve and will quickly be afflicted by what he seeks to avoid.'"

2820-4. Abii ‘Ali al-Ash‘ari (—) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbar (-)
Safwan (-) ‘Ala’ that Muhammad ibn Muslim said:

"Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said: 'One who follows the individual who disobeys
Allah has no religion, and one who ascribes falsehood to Allah has no
religion, and one who rejects any of the signs of Allah has no religion.'"

2821-5 “Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (=) an-Nawfali (—) as-Sakiini (-)
Abi ‘Abdillah (-) his father (‘a.s.) that Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah al-Ansari said:

"The Messenger of Allah (§), said: 'Whoever pleases a ruler by doing
that which causes Allah's wrath has surely left Allah's religion.'"
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-162 -
Chapter on
Sins that Bring Quick Punishment

2822-1. ‘Aliibn Ibrahim (-) his father* and A group of our co-sectarians
(-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad, both of them (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Abi Nasr (-) Aban (-) a man that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (5) said: 'There are five things that if you
come across, seek refuge from Allah: Lewdness is never openly practiced
by any nation but that plague and other diseases which had never been in
their predecessors shall afflict them. No nation cheats in their weights and
measures but that they are afflicted with famine, financial hardship and a
tyrant ruler. No nation withholds paying alms but that they are deprived of
rain, and if there were no animals it would never have rained. No nation
breaches Allah's and His Messenger's covenant but that Allah shall set their
enemy upon them and take away some of their wealth. No nation passes
judgment by other than what Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
has revealed but that Allah makes them enemies of each other.'"
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2823-2. ‘Aliibn Ibrahim () his father* and A group of our co-sectarians
(-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad, both of them (-) Ibn Mahbib () Malik ibn
‘Atiyyah (-) Abii Hamzah that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"We found in the book of the Messenger of Allah (s): "When fornication
becomes prevalent (in my nation) after 1 (pass away), sudden deaths will
increase, and whenever short weights and measures are used, Allah shall
afflict them with famine and loss, and when they do not pay alms, the earth
shall withhold its bounties such as vegetation, fruits and minerals, and
when the people pass unjust sentences, they will cooperate in transgression
and enmity (against each other), and when they breach the covenant, Allah
shall set their enemy over them, and when they cut their ties of kinship,
their wealth will be placed in the hands of the evil doers, and when they
do not enjoin good and forbid evil and do not follow the chosen ones from
my household, Allah shall set their worst people over them and then their
good people will supplicate but their supplications will not be answered.'"
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-163 -
Chapter on
Companionship with Sinners

2824~1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (—) his father () Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Abd
Ziyad an-Nahdi (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Salih that Abad ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"It does not behoove a believer to sit in a gathering where Allah is dis-
obeyed and he is not able to bring about any change."

2825-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Bakr ibn Muhammad that al-Ja‘far said:

"Theard Abu 'l-Hasan ( ‘a.s.)say: "Why did I see you with Abdu 'r-Rahman
ibn Yaqiib? He replied: 'He is my uncle.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'He says something
grave about Allah. He describes Allah (like a physical thing) while Allah
cannot be described. Therefore, you either sit with him and leave us or
be with us and leave him.' I said: 'He says whatever he wants, how does
that harm me when I do not say what he says? He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Do you
not fear that a calamity may befall him and harm you both? Do you not
know about the companion of Musa ( ‘a.s.) whose father was a follower of
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Fir‘awn. When the troops of Fir‘awn reached Miisa (near the Nile river),
the man left Miisa and went to advise his father to join Miisa. His father
was walking away and he followed him, arguing his case, until they both
reached the river. Then both of them were drowned. When Miisa (‘a.s.)
heard about this, he said: "May Allah have Mercy upon him, but when
divine punishment afflicts (a sinner), the person who is near the sinner is
not protected (from it)."'"

2826-3. Abi ‘Ali al-Ash‘ari (~) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbar (-)
‘Abdu 'r-Rahman ibn Abi Najran () ‘Umar ibn Yazid that Abu ‘Abdillah
(‘a.s.) said:

"Do not talk with people of innovation or sit with them to avoid being
counted as one of them. The Messenger of Allah (s) said: 'A man is upon
the religion of his friend and companion.'"

2827-4. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Muhammad ibni'l-Husayn
(-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr (—) Dawid ibn Sirhan that
Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (s) said: "When you see people of deception
and innovation after me, manifest your disavowal of them and keep
condemning and denouncing them, and silence them so that they don't get
a chance to spread corruption in Islam. Warn the people about them keep
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away from their false teachings. If you do this, Allah will record many
good deeds for you and shall raise your status in the Hereafter.'"

2828-5. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa (-) Muhammad ibn Yusuf () Muyassir that
Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"It does not behoove a believer to befriend a sinner, a fool or a liar."

2829-6. From him (=) ‘Amr ibn ‘Uthman (-) Muhammad ibn Salim al-
Kindi, whom reported it to him that Aba Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"When the Commander of the Faithful, the blessings of Allah be upon
him, ascended the pulpit, he said: 'A believer should not make friends with
three types of people: The wicked, the fool and the liar. The first will make
his deeds seem decorous to you and wants you to become like him. He
does not assist you in your religion and your Hereafter, and his friendship
leads to injustice and hardheartedness. His visiting you will be a source of
disgrace. The fool shall never bring you any good and it cannot be expected
from him to repel an evil from you even if he tries hard to do so. On the
contrary, he might harm you when he intends to benefit you. Therefore, his
death is better than his remaining alive, his silence is better than his speech,
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and his distance is better than his nearness. As for the liar, your life shall
never be sweet with him. He narrates your words (to others) and narrates
words to you, and when he finishes one story, he starts another, until such
a time when nobody believes him even if he speaks the truth. He creates
enmity among people and grows hatred in their hearts; so fear Allah and
protect yourself (from such individuals).' "

2830-7. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) ‘Amr ibn
‘Uthman (—) Muhammad ibn ‘Udhafir () some of his co-sectarians (-)
Muhammad ibn Muslim or Abt Hamzah (~) Abu ‘Abdillah that his father
(‘a.s.) said:

"My father ‘Alf ibni 'l-Husayn, the blessings of Allah be upon both of
them, said to me: 'O my son! Do not take five groups of people as your
friends, and do not talk to them or accompany them on a journey.' I said:
'O Father, who are they? He said: 'Beware of befriending a liar because he
is like a mirage, he shows you every far thing as very near and every near
thing as very far. Do not make friends with an impious person because he
will betray you in lieu of a single morsel or even less. Do not make friends
with a miser for he will refrain from helping you with his wealth when
you are in serious need. Do not make friends with a fool, for he will harm
you when he intends to benefit you. Do not make friends with one who
severs ties of kinship (with his relatives), for I found him cursed in the

702

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAFI/ Belief and UnBelief  Ch. 163 /v _ob J"ﬂﬂ soky/ ‘r‘oK//

Wb m‘;;ﬁjcﬂ:us ¢,L;J, @m@ “,.u;,upﬂu_;t,m of;.::]}: ;
f»\;:iué,.@"%jgb.&;&&\i@ow“’;,,.U\Ju,wwtg.;f’
5l 3 Jujj\fu\;,.:' ,&mr‘xw,\ )Shdu,w,yyo

R L

553‘?35334’::0T o i A bd@:“www“‘wdﬂua“

Sgald oa &AJ\ ubﬂ\ 3
:J\i{_;,@éj\wu;u,.;dtuﬁudﬁt;;uwfu,.w AY AT
\,wruwd;mgm,&,,,;w AP AR 17

&)y \;\\J.é mdw L T sus °"’Ls,"' 3 LT e
pias § ¢ 5 et bl N el
.ot{uuim.\fu,ﬁ,gydﬁsgﬁmé&,?;;&;ﬁl\i&;gg}\

* K K * %

Book of Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, in three places. Allah,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: But if you held command, you
were sure to make mischief in the land and cut off the ties of kinship. Those
it is whom Allah has cursed so He has made them deaf and blinded their
eyes, [Qur., 47:22-23]. He [s.w.t.] also says: But as for those who break
Allah's compact after having pledged it solemnly, and sever what Allah
has commanded to be joined, and cause corruption in the earth it is such
on whom the curse will lie, and for them will be the ills of the [ultimate]
abode, [Qur., 13:25]. He [s.w.t.] also says in sérah "al-Bagarah": Those
who break the covenant made with Allah after having pledged it solemnly,
and sever what Allah has commanded to be joined, and cause corruption
on the earth it is they who are the losers, [2:27].'"

2831-8. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Ibn Mahbiub that Shu‘ayb al-‘AqarqufT said:

"I asked Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) about the Word Allah, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty: Surely it was revealed to you in the Book that when you
hear Allah's signs being disbelieved or mocked... [Qur., 4:140], he [‘a.s.]
said: 'This means that if you hear a man denying the truth and belying it,
while speaking ill of the Imams [ ‘a.s.], you must not sit with him; rather,
you must leave him, no matter who he is.'"
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2832-9. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Alf ibn Asbat () Sayf ibn
‘Amirah (-) ‘Abdu 'l-A‘la ibn A‘yan that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"He who believes in Allah and the Day of Resurrection should not sit
in a gathering wherein an Imam is being faulted or a believer is being
condemned."

2833-10. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) Ja‘*far ibn
Muhammad al-Ash‘ari (—) Ibnu 'l-Qaddah that Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Commander of the Faithful, the blessings of Allah be upon him,
said: 'One who believes in Allah and the Day of Resurrection should not
stand in a suspicious place.'"

2834-11. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Al
ibni 'l-Hakam (-) Sayf ibn ‘Amirah that ‘Abdu '-A‘la said:

"I heard Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) say: 'One who believes in Allah and the
Day of Resurrection must not sit in a gathering wherein an [infallible]
Imam is faulted or a believer is condemned.'"

2835-12. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Sa‘d
(-) Muhammad ibn Muslim that Ishaq ibn Miisa said:
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"Narrated to me my brother and my uncle that Aba ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:
'Allah dislikes three types of assemblies and sends His chastisement to its
participants, therefore, do not assemble with them: An assembly where there
is a person who lies when he pronounces religious statements, an assembly in
which the discourse of our enemies is fresh while our teachings are presented
as old, and the assembly which has an individual who obstructs (people)
from following us and you know (he is doing this). He [ ‘a.s.] then recited
three verses from the Book of Allah which sounded like they were at the tip
of his tongue or in the palm of his hands: And do not abuse those whom they
call upon besides Allah, lest exceeding the limits they should abuse Allah
out of ignorance... [Qur., 6:108]; When you see those who gossip impiously
about Our signs, avoid them until they engage in some other discourse...
[ibid.:68]; Do not say, asserting falsely with your tongues: 'This is lawful,
and this is unlawful,’ to fabricate lies against Allah... (Qur., 16:116].""

2836—13. By the same chain of transmission (—) Muhammad ibn Muslim
() Dawiid ibn Fargad said: "Narrated to me Muhammad ibn Sa‘1d al-Jumah1
saying: 'Hisham ibn Salim reported to me that Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"' "If you are forced to sit with the ndsibis (i.e. those who hate the 4hlu
I-bayt, ‘a.s.), be like one who is sitting on a hot stone until you leave them.
Surely, Allah hates them and curses them. When you see them speaking ill
of any of the [Infallible] Imams [ ‘a.s.], you must leave them (immediately)
because that is when the wrath of Allah shall afflict them."""
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2837-14. Abi ‘Al al-Ash‘ari (—) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbar (-)
Safwan (—) ‘Abdu 'r-Rahman ibni 'I-Hajjaj that Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"He who sits with those who insult the friends [awliya’] of Allah has
surely disobeyed Allah, the Sublime."

2838-15. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) his father (-) al-Qasim ibn ‘Urwah (=) ‘Ubayd ibn Zurarah (-)
his father that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"One who sits in a meeting wherein an [Infallible] Imam [ ‘a.s.] is
insulted and he is able to leave that meeting yet he stays there, Allah shall
afflict him with disgrace in the world and chastise him in the Hereafter and
take away what he has bestowed him (out of His grace) of our cognition."

2839-16. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad and Muhammad ibn Yahya (-)
‘Alf ibn Muhammad ibn Sa‘d (-) Muhammad ibn Muslim (-) al-Hasan ibn
‘Alf ibni 'n-Nu‘man said: "My father: ‘Alf ibni 'n-Nu‘man reported to me
(-) Ibn Muskan that al-Yaman ibn ‘Ubaydillah said:

"'l saw Yahya the son of Umm Tawil who was standing in Kunasah
(the great square of Kifah) yelling: "O friends of Allah! We disassociate
our-selves from what you hear (from the enemies). He who insults ‘All
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(‘a.s.), may Allah's curse be upon him. We disassociate ourselves from
the progeny of Marwan and what they worship other than Allah." He then
lowered his voice and said: "Do not sit with one who insults the friends
of Allah, do not cooperate with one who doubts in what we say. You have
(thereby) surely betrayed your brother who needs to ask you for assistance."
He then recited the verse: Indeed We have prepared for the wrongdoers a
Fire whose curtains will surround them [on all sides}. If they cry out for
help, they will be helped with a water like molten copper which will scald
the faces. What an evil drink, and how ill a resting place, (Qur., 18:29).""

- 164 -
Chapter on
Categories of People

2840-1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) ‘Alf ibn
Asbat that Sulaym mawla of Tirbal said: "Hisham narrated from Hamzah
ibni 't-Tayyar who said that Abi Abdillah (‘a.s.) said to him:

"'There are six categories of people.' I asked him: 'Do you allow me
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to note it down?' He [‘a.s.] said: 'Yes.' | said: 'What should I write?' He
[‘a.s.] said: 'Write: The people of warning from among the inhabitants of
Heaven and Hell. And write: The others are the people who confessed their
sins and mixed up their good deeds with the evil deeds, [Qur., 9:102].' I
asked him who these people are. He [ ‘a.s.] answered: "Wahshi (the killer of
Hamzah, the Prophet's uncle) is one of them.' [He (‘a.s.) continued:] '‘And
write: Another group are those who expect Allah's decree, either forgive
them or chastise them... [ibid:106]. And write: Except the men, women and
children who are not able to devise a solution or to find their correct path.
i.e. they cannot find a way out of disbelief nor can they find a path to belief.
These are they who may be forgiven by Allah [Qur., 4:98-99]. And write:
the People of al-A‘raf.' | asked him: "Who are the People of A‘raf?' He said:
'They are the people whose good deeds are equal to their evil deeds. If they
are sent to Hell, it is because of their evil deeds and if they are taken to
Heaven, it is because of Allah's Mercy.'"

2841-2. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa ibn ‘Ubayd (-) Yinus
(-) Hammad that Hamzah ibni 't-Tayyar said:

"Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: "People are of six categories which all fall
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under three rubrics, namely: Faith, disbelief and misguidance. They have
all been promised two things by Allah, Heaven and Hell. The believers,
the disbelievers and the weak people, as well as those who are expecting
Allah's decree, Allah may punish them or forgive them, [Qur.,9:106], and
those who confess about their sins, they have mixed up their good deeds
with their evil deeds [ibid:102] and finally, the People of al-A‘raf.' "

2842-3. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (—) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Hisham
ibn Salim that Zurarah said: "Humran and I or Bukayr and I (the narrator is
unsure) visited Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.). I said to him:

"'Should we employ the aligning tool? He [‘a.s.] said: "What is an
aligning tool.' I said: 'A level gauge. Can we therefore say that one who is
aligned with us, ‘Alawi or otherwise, shall be our friend and he who is not
aligned with us, ‘Alawi or otherwise, we denounce him?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'O
Zurarah, Allah's speech is more correct than yours. Then, where are those
about whom Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has said: Except
the weak among the men, women and children, who have neither access
to any means nor are guided to any way [Qur., 4:98]? Where are those
who hope for the mercy of Allah [Qur., 9:106]? Where are those who have
mixed good deeds with other deeds that are bad [ibid:102]? Where are the
Ashabu 'I-A‘raf [Qur., 7:28]? Where are those whose hearts are made to
incline [to the truth], [Qur, 9:60]?'"
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And Hammad added to this that: "Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) raised his voice and
so did I, until we could be heard by one who was at the door of the house."

Jamil added that Zurarah said: "When our discussion became lengthy,
he said to me: 'O Zurarabh, it is the right of Allah not to allow the misguided
into Paradise.'"

- 165 -
Chapter on
Disbelief

2843—1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib that Dawiid ibn Kathir ar-Raqqt said:

"I said to Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.): 'Are the practices (sunan) of the
Messenger of Allah (5) like the actions that have been made obligatory
by Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty?' He replied: 'Verily, Allah,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has ordained obligatory actions for
His servants, so whoever abandons any of them, does not perform them,
and rejects them, is a disbeliever. The Messenger of Allah (s) has also
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commanded certain things, all of which are good. However, the one who
abandons part of what Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has
ordered (with respect to following the Prophet as a role model) is not
considered a disbeliever; rather, he has abandoned something of merit and
has gone against goodness.'"

2844-2. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Hammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Hariz
(—) Zurarah that Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"By Allah, disbelief is older than polytheism and uglier and graver than
it." He [Zurarah] said: "Then he [ ‘a.s.] recalled the disbelief of Satan when
Allah commanded him to prostrate to Adam but he disobeyed and did not
prostrate. Thus, disbelief is graver than polytheism so whoever chooses
other than Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, and turns away from
His obedience while committing major sins, then he is a disbeliever. And
who-ever follows a religion other than the religion of the true believers,
then he is a polytheist."

2845-3. ‘AlT ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Yinus (-)
‘Abdullah ibn Bukayr (-) Zurarah that Abt Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Salim ibn Abi Hafsah and his companions were mentioned to him and
it was said that they disagree that those who fought against ‘Alf (‘a.s.)
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were polytheists. So, Abl Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said: 'They assume that they are dis-
believers? Then he said to me: 'Disbelief came before polytheism.' Then he
recalled the disbelief of Satan when he was told to prostrate before Adam
but he disobeyed.' He (‘a.s.) said: 'Disbelief came before polytheism, so
whoever dares to disobey Allah and neglect His commandments, and
commits major sins, then he is a disbeliever — meaning that one who takes
the commands of Allah lightly is a disbeliever.'"

2846—4. From him (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Bukayr (-) Zurarah that Humran
ibn A‘yan said:

"I asked Abt ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) about His Word, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty: Surely We have shown him the way, he may be thankful or
unthankful, (Qur., 76:3). He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'He may either take it (i.e. what we
have revealed) thereby being grateful, or he may abandon it, thereby being
an ungrateful disbeliever.'"

2847-5. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Hasan ibn ‘Ali (-) Hammad ibn ‘Uthman (-) ‘Ubayd that Zurarah said:

"T asked Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) about the Word of Allah, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty: ...and whoever denies faith, his work indeed is of no
account... (Qur., 5:5). He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Abandoning the deed that he had
acknowledged, such as abandoning prayer without (a valid reason like)
sickness or urgent work.'"

2848-6. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) ‘Ali ibn
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Asbat that Masa ibn Bukayr said:

"] asked Abu 'l-Hasan ( ‘a.s.) about disbelief and polytheism, which one
of them came first? He [ ‘a.s.] said: ' have not taken a covenant from you to
antagonize people.' I said: 'Hisham ibn Salim told me to ask you about this.' He
[‘a.s.] said: 'Disbelief is older and it is rejection (of Allah's commands). Allah,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: (They all prostrated) except Iblis;
he refused and was proud, and he was one of the unbelievers, (Qur., 2:34).""

2849-7. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (=) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-)
‘Abdu '-Rahman ibni 'l-Hajjaj that Zurarah said:

" said to Abt Ja‘far (‘a.s.): '"Will a believer enter Hell? He [ ‘a.s.] said: No,
by Allah!' I asked: 'Then only the disbelievers will enter Hell?' He [ ‘a.s.] said:
"No, except those whom Allah wills." When I repeated the same question many
times, he [ ‘a.s.] said to me: 'O Zurarah, I say no, and add: except those whom
Allah wills, while you say no but do not add: except those whom Allah wills.'"

He [the narrator] said: "Hisham ibni 'I-Hakam and Hammad narrated to me
from Zurarah that: 'T said to myself: he is a Shaykh who has no knowledge of
disputation!' So, he [ ‘a.s.] said to me: 'O Zurarah, what do you say to the one who
passes judgment in your favour (and accepts your arguments) — do you condemn
him? What do you say about your servants and family — do you condemn them?'
He said: T said: By Allah! It is actually I who have no knowledge of disputation!'"
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2850-8. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) Harin ibn Muslim that Mas‘adah ibn
Sadagah said:

"I heard Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) saying, when he was asked about
disbelief and polytheism — which of them is older: 'Disbelief is older and
that is because Iblis was the first to disbelieve and his disbelief was not
polytheism, because he did not claim that he worshipped other than Allah,
rather he called others to that later and thus became a polytheist.' "

2851-9. Hariin that Mas‘adah ibn Sadaqah said:

"Theard Abii ‘Abdillah( ‘a.s.) saying, when he was asked why a fornicator
is not called an infidel while one who abandons prayer is considered an
infidel — what is the proof for this: 'It is because the fornicator and those
like him do what they do out of lust and being overcome by desire, whereas
the one who abandons prayer does not do so but due to trivializing it. You
will not find a fornicator coming to a woman except when he is enthralled
by her, whereas all those who abandon prayer do not do so out of any
pleasure they hope to achieve. So if desire is removed from the equation,
trivialization occurs, and when this happens, it results in disbelief.' "

He said: "Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) was also asked: 'What is the difference
between one who looks at a woman and fornicates with her or at wine
and drinks it, and the one who abandons prayer such that the fornicator
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and drunkard are not considered those who trivialize (Allah's commands)
while the one who abandons prayer is taken to be one who trivializes it?'
He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The evidence for this is that whenever you look into your
conscience and do not find in it any caller inviting you or coercing you to
acton your desires, like fornication and drinking; rather, you call yourself to
abandon prayer without any desire urging you on, then that is trivialization
in its truest sense — and this is the difference between the two.'"

2852-10. Muhammad ibn Yahya () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa
(-) Ibn Mahbiib (-) ‘Abduliah ibn Sinan that Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Whoever doubts in Allah and His Messenger (s), then he is a
disbeliever."

2853-11. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Safwan that Mansur ibn
Hazim said:

"I said to Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.): '[What do you say about] one who
doubts in the Messenger of Allah (5)?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'He is a disbeliever.'
I asked: 'If one doubts in the disbelief of the doubter (in the Prophet), is
he also a disbeliever? The Imam [ ‘a.s.] remained silent, so I repeated this
question three times, at which point I noticed signs of anger on his face."
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2854—12. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn
Faddal (-) Ibn Bukayr that ‘Ubayd ibn Zurarah said:

"I asked Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) about the Word of Allah, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty: And whoever denies faith, his work indeed is
of no account, (Qur., 5:5)? He said: 'It refers to the one who abandons the
action that he acknowledged.' I said: 'Is this the status of one who abandons
any of the [prescribed] actions?' He said: 'This applies to some, such as
those who abandon prayer on purpose, without being intoxicated or having
a valid excuse.'"

2855—13. ‘Alr ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (—) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (—) Muham-
mad ibn Haktm and Hammad that Aba Masriiq said:

"Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) asked me about the people of Bagrah, saying:
'Who are they?' I replied: 'They are the Murji’ah, Qadariyyah and
Hariiriyyah.' He said: 'May Allah curse those disbelieving polytheistic
nations who don't worship Allah in anything [they do].'"

2856—-14. From him (-) al-Khattab ibn Maslamah and Aban that al-
Fudayl said:

"I entered upon Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) while there was someone with him.
When I sat down, that man stood up and left. He [‘a.s.] said to me: 'O
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Fudayl, what is [the follower of] this [creed] in your estimation?' I asked:
'What is that?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'A Harairly.' I said: 'They are disbelievers.' He
[‘a.s.] said: 'Indeed, by Allah, they are polytheists.'"

2857-15. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn
Mahbiib () Abd Ayyub that Muhammad ibn Muslim said:

"I heard Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) saying: 'Everything that is based on acknow-
ledgement and submission is belief, and everything based on denial and
rejection is disbelief.' "

2858-16. Husayn ibn Muhammad () Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad (~) al-
Washsha’ (—) ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan that Abii Hamzah said:

"] heard Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) saying: 'Indeed ‘Alj, the blessings of Allah
be upon him, is a door that Allah has opened, so whoever enters it is a
believer and whoever exits it is a disbeliever.'"

2859-17. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) Yahya
ibni 'I-Mubarak (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Jabalah (-) Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar* and Ibn
Sinan and Sama‘ah (—) Abu Basir that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (s5), said: 'Obedience to ‘Ali (‘a.s.) is
submission and disobedience to him is disbelief in Allah.' Someone asked:
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'O Messenger of Allah! How can obedience to ‘Ali (‘a.s.) be submission
and his disobedi-ence disbelief in Allah?" He [s] said: "Ali guides you
towards the truth, so if you obey him you will have submitted [to it] and
if you disobey him you will have disbelieved in Alldh, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty.'"

2860-18. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (—) Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad that
al-Washsha’ said:

"Ibrahim ibn Abi Bakr reported to me saying: 'T heard Abu 'l-Hasan
Mausa (‘a.s.) saying: "Verily ‘Alf, peace be upon him, is one of the gates
of guidance, so whoever enters from the gate of ‘Ali is a believer and
whoever exits it is a disbeliever, and one who neither it enters nor exits
from it, he is among those whose fate shall rest in Allah's decree."'"

2861-19. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad () Muham-
mad ibn Sinan (-) Ibn Bukayr (—) Zurarah that Abi ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"If only the servants would, when they are ignorant, stop and not reject
[what they do not know], they would not become disbelievers."

2862-20. “Ali ibn Ibrahim (—) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Yainus (-) Fudayl
ibn Yasar that Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

718

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAFI/ Belief and UnBelief  Ch. 166 /\ 11 -ob A ote¥1 / 1l

. . Bs ®

3 Laps O 4552 0 wals Gy w&uﬁw‘),-);m\u\
;L’-J-Jlf,wulfu..:.wu.@' ¥ 'Yl..oulfdp’-&ijflfulfﬂ(
S8 )45 Gyn 2 s 5 443 A:N;

Jg Jé-“r‘f‘ d‘u’ﬂawru‘wy =Y A/YARY
ulfubdcfd)u}ulfubyawu\u\,:td.ub &u;u\
i fos b BN g S L g L0 T 5 5T

o,,

8 i g e o i K53 o 0 ) 5 4 - v
* ok k Kk %k

"Verily Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, appointed ‘Al
(‘a.s.) as a standard between Himself and His creation. Hence whoever
accepts him is a believer and whoever rejects him is a disbeliever, whoever
is ignorant about him is astray and whoever associates anyone with him
is a polytheist, whoever comes with his love enters Paradise and whoever
comes with hatred towards him enters the Fire."

2863-21. Yinus (-) Miisa ibn Bakr that Abi Ibrahim ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Verily ‘Ali (‘a.s.) is one of the gates of Paradise, so whoever enters his
gate is a believer and whoever exits from his gate is a disbeliever. As for
the one who neither enters it nor exits from it, he is among those whose fate
shall rest in Allah's decree."

—-166 -
Chapter on
The Features of Disbelief

2864—1. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Bakr ibn Salih (-) al-Qasim
ibn Yazid (-) Abii ‘Amr az-Zubayri that he asked Abid ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.)
about the facets of disbelief in the Book of Allah, to Whom belong Might
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and Majesty. So, he [ ‘a.s.] said:

"Disbelief has five facets in the Book of Allah. One of these is disbelief
by rejection, which is itself of two types, then there is disbelief through
abandoning what Allah has commanded, the disbelief of disassociation and
the disbelief of ingratitude for blessings.

"As for disbelief by rejection, it is rejection of the divine as evinced
in the statement of those who say there is no God, no Paradise and no
Hell. This is what the two types of unbelievers claim, one of whom are the
Dahriyyah who say: ...and nothing but time destroys us... (Qur., 45:24),
and this is a creed that they fabricated for themselves based on their fancy
and without any solid foundation or investigation. Allah, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, says: ...and they only conjecture (Qur., 2:78) that it
is as they surmise. And He says: As for the disbelievers, it is the same to
them whether you warn them or do not warn them, they will not have faith,
(ibid:6). This means that they will not believe in the Oneness of Allah, the
Almighty. This is one of the facets of disbelief.

"The second type of disbelief by willful rejection is where the rejecter
rejects the truth even though he knows, and is sure that it is true. Allah, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: They rejected them though they
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were convinced in their hearts wrongfully and defiantly (Qur.,27:14). And
He [s.w.t.] says: ...and earlier they would pray for victory over the pagans,
50 when there came to them what they recognized [to be the truth], they
defied it. So may the curse of Allah be on the faithless! (Qur., 2:89). This is
the interpretation of the two types of rejection.

"As for the third facet of disbelief, it is being ungrateful for blessings.
About this, Allah, the Almighty says, while quoting Sulayman ( ‘a.s.): 'This
is by the grace of my Lord, to test me if I will give thanks or be ungrateful.
And whoever gives thanks, gives thanks only for his own sake. And
whoever is ungrateful [should know that] my Lord is indeed all-sufficient,
all-generous.' (Qur., 27:40). And He [s.w.¢.] said: 'If you are grateful, I will
surely enhance you [in blessing], but if you are ungrateful, My punishment
is indeed severe.' (Qur.,14:7). And: Remember Me, and I will remember
you, and thank Me, and do not be ungrateful to Me, (Qur., 2:152).

"The fourth facet of disbelief, it is abandoning that which Allah, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty, has commanded. This is what is referred
to in the verse where Allah, the Almighty, says: And when We took a pledge
JSrom you: 'You shall not shed your [own people's] blood, and you shall not
expel your folks from your homes,' you pledged, and you testify [to this
pledge] .Then there you were, killing your folks and expelling a part of
your folks from their homes, backing one another against them in sin and
aggression! And if they came to you as captives, you would ransom them,
though their expulsion itself was forbidden you. What! Do you believe in
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part of the Book and defy another part? So what is the requital of those of
you who do that... (ibid:84-5). He calls them disbelievers for abandoning
what Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, commanded them. He
attributed faith to them but did not accept it from them, and it was of no
benefit to them in His sight, as He [s.w.2.] said: What! Do you believe in
part of the Book and defy another part? So what is the requital of those of
you who do that except disgrace in the life of this world? And on the Day
of Resurrection, they shall be consigned to the severest punishment. And
Allah is not oblivious of what you do, (ibid:85).

"The fifth facet of disbelief is disbelief by disassociation. This is referred
to in the verse where Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, quotes
Ibrahim (‘a.s.) saying: 'We disavow you, and between you and us there has
appeared enmity and hate forever, unless you come to have faith in Allah
alone,’ (Qur., 60:4). Meaning that we have disassociated ourselves from
you. And He mentions how Iblis will disassociate himself from his friends
on the Day of Reckoning: Indeed I disavow your taking me for [Allah's]
partner aforetime. (Qur., 14:22). And: "You have taken idols [for worship]
besides Allah for the sake of [mutual] affection amongst yourselves in the
life of the world. Then on the Day of Resurrection you will disown one
another and curse one another,...’ (Qur., 29:25) — meaning that they will
disassociate themselves from each other."
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-167 -
Chapter on
The Pillars of Disbelief and Its Branches

2865-1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim () his father () Hammad ibn ‘Isa (—) Ibrahim
ibn ‘Umar al-Yamani (-) ‘Umar ibn Udhaynah (—) Aban ibn Abt ‘Ayyash
(-) Sulaym ibn Qays al-Hilali that the Commander of the Faithful, the
blessings of Allah be upon him, said:

"Disbelief is founded on four pillars: Transgression, extremism, doubt
and suspicion. Transgression has four branches: Oppression, blindness,
heedlessness and insolence. One who oppresses undermines the truth, hates
the scholars and persists in committing grave sins. One whose heart is blind
forgets the remembrance [of Allah] and follows conjecture. He opposes his
Creator and becomes prey for Satan; hence he seeks forgiveness without
repentance, surrender or eschewing sin. As for the one who remains
heedless, he wrongs himself and turns on his back, thereby considering
misguidance to be guidance and being deceived by false aspirations. And
when the affair is settled and the curtain is lifted, he is overwhelmed by
remorse and regret as he faces that which he never expected. Whoever
remains insolent in the face of Allah's command begins to doubt, and Allah
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overpowers the one who doubts by His sovereignty and demeans him by
His majesty due to his haughtiness in front of his Beneficent Lord and
transgressing the limits.

"Extremism also has four branches: Over-reliance upon one's opinions,
disputing with others, perversion and defiance. As for the one who relies
on his own opinion, he will never turn towards the truth and will continue
drowning in the deep abyss. Whenever one tribulation is overcome by
him, another will come over him until his faith is torn to shreds and he
is left perplexed. As for one who disputes and quarrels with others based
on his own opinions, he will become known for his foolishness due to his
prolonged obstinacy. As for the one who is perverse, good seems ugly to
him and evil seems decorous. As for the defiant one, his paths become
obscure and his affair becomes muddled, hence his exit becomes straitened
because he does not follow the path of the believers.

"Doubt has four branches as well: Dubiety, passion, hesitation and
capitulation. Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: Then which
of the bounties of your Lord will you dispute? (Quir., 53:55). And in another
narration, [it states that the four branches are:] Dubiety, fear of the truth,
hesitation and capitulation to ignorance and the ignorant. Hence one who
is frightened by that which is before him will take to his heels, and one
who doubts in [a principle of] religion, remains vacillating in his dubiety
such that the foremost of the believers surpass him, the last of them reach
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him and Satan overcomes him. And the one who surrenders to destruction
in this world and the Hereafter is destroyed in them both, while the one
who is saved from this is saved due to his certitude — Allah has not created
anything less than certitude.

"Suspicion has four branches: Enthrallment with adornments, temptation
of the soul, crooked construals and covering the truth with falsehood. This is
because adornments turn one away from logical proof, and the temptations
of the soul hurl one towards lustful desires, and the crooked [path] turns
its follower far away from the right course, and covering [truth] is like
layers of darkness, one on top of another. That is disbelief and its pillars
and branches."

— 168 —
Chapter on
The Characteristics of Hypocrisy and A Hypocrite'

He (‘Ali, ‘a.s.) said: "Hypocrisy rests on four pillars: On desire, apathy,
anger and greed. Desire has four branches: Aggression, offence, lust and

1. This is a continuation of the previous narration that the compiler has set a side, including
it as part of this chapter.
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transgression. As for the one who carries out aggression, his calamities will
increase and he will be abandoned and deprived [of blessings]. As for the
offender, one cannot be safe from his evil, his heart never submits and he
can never restrain himself from base pleasures. As for one who does not
desist from giving rein to lustful desires, he falls into ugly habits; and the
one who transgresses goes astray knowingly, without evidence.

"Apathy also has four branches: Heedlessness, hope, egoism and
procras-tination. This is because egoism turns one away from the truth and
procras-tination causes one to fall short in action until death approaches.
Had it not been for hope, man would have known the extent of his station,
and if he had known the extent of his station, he would have died of fear and
dread. Heed-lessness too, results in the poor performance of one's actions.

"Anger has four branches as well: Pride, haughtiness, prejudice and
zealotry. Whoever becomes proud turns his back to the truth and whoever
is haughty commits sin. The one who has prejudice persists in sinning and
one who is overcome by zealotry transgresses. The worst of affairs is that
which rotates between disavowal [of truth], sin, persistence [in sinning]
and transgression on the path.

"Greed has four branches: Merriment, mirth, obstinacy and covetousness.
Merriment [that is unrestrained] is detested in the sight of Allah, mirth is

726

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAF1/ Belief and UnBelief  Ch. 168 /\1A -l Sy oY) / 3

Jid 5o 33k @\,rw‘y‘;\@aﬁlw}m:\;w\”' C;,;J\

. P

kbw\;w;wb:;uw\gﬂ»yfd.dbd;fﬁd.\ﬂ‘_}\

i@;;;\iqih;;s”"gg,ayw,f,:;;u;.wfwunuuy
Sk 5 HSe Salain 5 5 56 5 8 B v‘ﬂbﬂ:") S X

%
-

Shail § U8 Gas § Sl salin § & jald § 882 SalD g ;- ity
s e 5 L e 5 4 i 5 U dge Jesd S 5 2y

J;éﬁé;ucs}i(;fﬁ‘géjcsﬁ‘41‘5&53}31;3533‘3%5@‘:&
Q,J\uw.uu@,fuf»xfn\_ﬂuix&\ymv,uxu,w,fm
ﬁ;ﬂ;@x;&?ﬁ%&é.’&u'”fu;r.u.;i\riigg,’;:i\;a:ijg\;
L;ngJb,cuw‘;J,-aui”’;uL,-\wuﬂb '.L_,.,xidl

* ok ok ok k

vanity, obstinacy is a tribulation for the one whom it forces to carry the
burden of sin, and covetousness is idle sport and play, a pastime and a
replacing of the superior with the inferior. This is hypocrisy and its pillars
and branches. And Allah is all-Dominant over His servants, exalted is His
praise and Majestic is His countenance. He perfected everything that He
created, His hands are open and His mercy encompasses all things. His
will is done and His light illuminates, His blessings flow and His wisdom
enlightens. His book guides and His proofs are demonstrative. His religion
is pure and His sovereignty reins. His word is verified and His scales are
Jjust. His prophets delivered the message, classifying evil as sin and sin
as dissent and dissent as filth, and classifying good as redemptive, and
redemption as absolution, and absolution as purification. Thus when one
seeks forgiveness, he is guided and when one dissents he is misguided, as
long as he does not seek repentance from Allah and acknowledge his sins.
None save the most wretched faces Allah's wrath. By Allah, indeed how
great is Allah's forgiveness, mercy, glad tidings and clemency, and how
heavy are His fetters and fierce is His fire and wrath. Hence, whoever is
successful in worshipping Him gains His grace but whoever enters into His
disobedience shall taste the pangs of His torment and in a short while they
will become regretful, (Qur., 23:40)."
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2866—1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) al-Husayn ibn Ishaq (-) ‘Alf ibn
Mabhziyar (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Hamid and Husayn ibn Sa‘id, both
of them that Muhammad ibni 'l-Fudayl said:

"I wrote to Abu 'l-Hasan (‘a.s.), asking him about a certain issue, so
he wrote back saying: 'The hypocrites indeed seek to deceive Allah, but
it is He who outwits them. When they stand up for prayer, they stand up
lazily, showing off to the people and not remembering Allah except a little,
wavering in between: neither with these nor with those. And whomever
Allah leads astray, you will never find any way for him, (Qur., 4:142-
3). They are not from the infidels, nor are they from the believers or the
Muslims, they pretend to believe but are actually inclined towards disbelief
and rejection — may Allah curse them.'"

2867-2. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Muhammad ibn Jumhir (-)
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abdi 'r-Rahman al-Asam (—) al-Haytham ibn Waqid (-)
Muhammad ibn Sulayman (-~) Ibn Muskan (—) Abi Hamzah that ‘Alt
ibni 'l-Husayn, may the blessings of Allah be upon both of them, said:

"Verily the hypocrite forbids others but does not forbid himself, and he
urges others to do what he does not. When he stands to pray, he turns away."
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I asked: "O son of the Messenger of Allah! How does he turn away?" He
[‘a.s.] said: "His attention (is what he turns away). And when he bows
down, he does so improperly. In the afternoon, he is worried about his
dinner even though he is not fasting, and in the morning, he is concerned
with sleep even when he never awoke in the night. When he speaks to you,
he lies and if you trust him, he will betray you. When you are absent he
backbites you and if he promises you anything, he breaks his promise."

2868-3. From him () Ibn Jumhiir (—) Sulayman ibn Sama‘ah (-) ‘Abdu
'I-Malik ibn Bahr, ascribed the same statement to the infallible and added:

"When he bows, he does so improperly and when he prostrates, he
pecks (like a bird) and when he sits, he does so with his feet raised."”

2869—4. Abi ‘Alf al-Ash‘ari (-) al-Hasan ibn ‘Alf al-Kiuff () ‘Uthman
ibn ‘Isa () Sa‘id ibn Yasar that Abad ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (s), said: 'The similitude of a hypocrite is like
that of the trunk of a date-palm whose owner wishes to utilize it to support
his construction, but it does not stand erect in the spot that he wants, so he
moves it to another spot but it still does not stand erect. In the end, it is of
no use so he burns it with fire."
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2870-5. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (—) Muhammad
ibni 'l-Hasan ibn Shammiin (-) ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abdi 'r-Rahman (—) Misma‘
ibn Abdi 'l-Malik that Abii ‘Abdillzh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (5), said: 'The physical expression that exceeds
what is in the heart is considered by us to be hypocrisy.'"

-169 -
Chapter on
Polytheism

2871-1. “Alf ibn Ibrahim () Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Y{inus () Burayd
al-‘IjIT reports that he asked Abt Ja‘far (‘a.s.) about the smallest act that
leads to polytheism, so he said:

"It is for one to say about a seed that it is a pebble and about a pebble
that it is a seed and then to believe in it."

2872-2. From him (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Muskan (-) Abu 'l-‘Abbas said:

730

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAFI/ Belief and UnBelief  Ch. 169 /114 b A 4 OleY! / QI

~rrg

U g2 oo S 36 T5a Sy 6,55 1 31 2 A8 Bz T2
e aift e c5G

G 8 58 S G GRS G GRSl e e v vavy

Sy g M i ofoe 1 3 B 5 e of 6 B 22 E
’/:f"OJ,.I,‘ G nii s ea 5. el
:Jbu@g,&ig%gﬁ‘ﬂbﬁg‘*}}‘

-

P

LI HE U P AL I
G e b N G B Gl B e o 41 G ) 03 G -t YAV

06852 k3N by BT L s aig o Whas o -

5 B M 3 A e 3 B 3% 5 3 Gt B 8wl B

wwvﬁywu‘jfub;ubwduﬂ;k)‘gdﬂb\“u‘db
*k %k % %k 3k

"I asked Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) about the smallest action that can make
one a polytheist, so he said: "When one comes up with a novel opinion and
then judges others, loving some and hating others, by it.'"

2873-3. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) Yahya
ibni 'l-Mubarak (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Jabalah (—) Sama‘ah (=) Abu Basir*
and Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar that Aba ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said regarding the Word
of Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: And most of them do not
believe in Allah without ascribing partners to Him, (Qur., 12:106):

"He worships Satan without knowing thereby becoming a polytheist."

2874-4. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Yanus (-) Ibn
Bukayr (—) Durays that Aba ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said regarding the Word
of Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: And most of them do not
believe in Allah without ascribing partners to Him [Qur., 12:106]:

"It is the polytheism of obedience, not that of worship." And about
His Word, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: And among the people
are those who worship Allah on the fringe, [ibid, 22:11], he [ ‘a.s.] said:
"A verse is revealed about one individual and is then applicable to his
followers." I asked: "Is it that anyone who ascribes to something other than
you is among those who worships Allah on the fringe?" He [ ‘a.s.] said:
"Yes; and he may be alone in this."
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2875-5. Yunus (-) Dawiid ibn Fargad (-) Hassian al-Jammal (-)
‘Amirah that he heard Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) saying:

"The people have been commanded to know us and to return to us [in
all their affairs] and submit to us." Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: "If they fast and
pray and bear witness that there is no god but Allah while they take it upon
them-selves not to turn to us, they will thereby become polytheists."

2876—6. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Abi Nasr (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Yahya al-Kahili said:

"Abiu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'If the people worshipped Allah alone, with-
out any partners, and established prayers, paid the alms-tax, performed the
hajj pilgrimage, and fasted the entire month of Ramadan, and then said
about anything Allah or His Messenger (s5) did: Had they done other than
what they did [it would have been better], or if they even think this in
their hearts, they would thereby become polytheists.' Then he recited the
following verse: But no, by your Lord! They will not believe until they
make you a judge in their disputes, then do not find within their hearts any
dissent to your verdict and submit in full submission, (Qur., 4:65). Then
Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'So you must submit [completely].' "
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2877-7. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) his father (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Yahya () ‘Abdullah ibn Muskan
that Abi Basir said:

"I asked Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) about the Word of Allah, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty: They have taken their scribes and their monks as lords
besides Allah... (Qur., 9:31), so he [ ‘a.s.] said: '‘By Allah, they did not call
the people to worship them, for if they had called the people to worship
them, none of them would have responded. Rather, they made permissible
for them that which was forbidden and forbade them from that which was
permissible, so they worshipped them without being aware [of what they
were doing].'"

2878-8. ‘Ali ibn Muhammad (-) Salih ibn Ab1 Hammad* and ‘Alf ibn
Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) a man that Abu ‘Abdillah
(‘a.s.) said:

"Whoever obeys a person in sinning has worshipped him."
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-170 -
Chapter on
Doubt

2879-1. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-~) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Yuinus that al-
Husayn ibni 'l-Hakam said:

"I wrote to the Righteous Servant [al-Kazim] (‘a.s.) telling him that
I was in doubt, and Ibradhim (‘a.s.) had said: ‘My Lord! Show me how
You revive the dead,’ (Qur., 2:260), so I too would like you to show me
something [to remove my doubt]. He (‘a.s.) wrote back saying: 'Verily
Ibrahim was a believer and only wanted to increase his faith, whereas you
are in doubt and there is no good in the doubter.' Then he wrote: 'Indeed
doubt exists where certitude has not reached, for when certitude arrives,
there is no room for doubt.' He [ ‘a.s.] added: 'Indeed Allah, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, says: We did not find in most of them any
[loyalty to] covenants. Indeed We found most of them to be transgressors,
(Qur., 7:102).' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'This verse was revealed about the doubter.'"

2880-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) ‘Alf ibn
Asbat that Abii Ishaq al-Khurasanf said:
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"The Commander of the Faithful (‘a.s.) used to say in his sermon:
'Do not be uncertain lest you become doubters, and do not doubt lest you
become disbelievers.'"

2881-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) his father () Khalaf ibn Hammad (-) Abi Ayyub al-Khazzaz
that Muhammad ibn Muslim said:

"I was in the presence of Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.), seated on his left side
while Zurarah was on his right, when Abi Bagir entered and said: 'O Aba
‘Abdillah! What do you say about the one who doubts in Allah? He [ ‘a.s.]
replied: 'He is a disbeliever, O Aba Muhammad!' He asked: ‘And if he doubts
in the Messenger of Allah? 'He is a disbeliever,' said the Imam. Then he
{‘a.s.] turned to Zurarah and said: 'He is only a disbeliever if he rejects.'"

2882-4. From him (-) his father (—) an-Nagr ibn Suwayd (-) Yahya ibn
‘Imran al-Halabi (-) Hartin ibn Khérijah that Abu Basir said:

"I asked Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) about the Word of Allah, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty: Those who have faith and do not taint their faith with
wrongdoing... (Qur., 6:82) — he said: '[Meaning] with doubt.'"

2883-5. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Ahmad ibn Ishaq (-) Bakr ibn
Muhammad that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:
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"Verily skepticism and sin lead to the Fire; neither [of the two] are from
us and neither return to us."

2884—6. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Abi ‘Abdillah (-)
‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa () a man that Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Whoever doubts in Allah after having been born upon the primordial
nature (fifrah) will never turn to virtue as long as he lives."

2885—7. From him (-) his father, rafa ‘ahi, that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"No action can bring benefit when accompanied by doubt and denial."

2886—8. And in the will of al-Mufaddal said:

"I heard Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) saying: '"Whoever doubts or remains
uncertain while performing any deed, Allah will nullify his action. Indeed,
the proof of Allah is a manifest proof [that leaves no room for doubt].'"

2887-9. From him (-) ‘Ali ibn Asbat (-) al-°Ala’ ibn Razin (-) Muham-
mad ibn Muslim that one of them (‘a.s.) said:

"I said [to the Imam]: "We see that at times there is a man who worships,
strives and humbles himself while he does not accept the Truth — does any
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of this benefit him?' He [ ‘a.s.] replied: 'O Aba Muhammad! Indeed, the
example of the Ahlu 'I-bayt [ ‘a.s.] is like that family of the Banii Isra’1l,
none of them would strive [and worship] for forty nights and then supplicate
but that his supplication was answered. However, there was a man from
among them who strived for forty nights but when he supplicated, he did
not receive any answer. So, he came to ‘Isa son of Maryam (‘a.s.) and
complained to him, asking him to pray on his behalf. So, ‘Isa performed
ablution and prayed, then he supplicated to Allah, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty. Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, revealed to
him: "O ‘Isa! Verily My servant came to me through the wrong door. He
supplicated to me while there was doubt in his heart about you. If he would
continue to supplicate until his neck became detached from his body and
his limbs were scattered, I would still not answer him." So, ‘Isd (‘a.s.)
turned to him and said: "You pray to your Lord while you doubt in His
Prophet?" He said: "O Spirit of Allah and His Word, it is, by Allah, as you
have said. So, pray to Allah to remove it from me." So, ‘Isa ( ‘a.s.) prayed to
Allah for him and Allah forgave him and accepted his plea, then he became
like the others in his family.'"
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-171-
Chapter on
Straying from the Right Path

2888-1. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-)
‘Abdu 'r-Rahman ibni 'l-Hajjaj that Hashim Sahibi ‘I-barid [courier] said:

"I was with Muhammad ibn Muslim and Abu 'l-Khattab when the
latter asked us: "What do you say about the one who does not accept this
matter (i.e. the wilayah of the Ahlu 'l-bayt, ‘a.s.)?' I replied: '"Whoever does
not accept this matter is a disbeliever.' Abu 'l-Khattab said: 'He is not a
disbeliever until you have provided him with evidence. If you give him
proof and he rejects it, then he is a disbeliever.! Muhammad ibn Muslim
interjected: 'Glory be to Allah! What is his status if he does not accept it
but does not reject it? He is not a disbeliever if he does not reject it!' After
this discussion, I went to see Abii ‘Abdilldh (‘a.s.) and told him about it.
He [ ‘a.s.] said to me: "You have come but your two companions are absent.
Come together tonight to the middle pillar (al-jamratu 'I-wusta) in Mina.'

"When night fell, we all went to him: Myself, Abu 'l-Khattab and
Muham-mad ibn Muslim. He [ ‘a.s.] took a cushion and placed it on his
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chest. Then he [ ‘a.s.] said to us: "What do you say about your servants,
your women and your children — do they not bear witness that there is
no god but Allah?' I said: 'Yes, indeed!" He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Do they not bear
witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah?' I said: 'Yes, indeed!'
He [‘as.] asked: 'Do they not pray, fast and go for pilgrimage (hajj)?
I said: 'Yes, indeed!" He said: 'Then they accept all that you believe?' 1
said: 'No.' He [ ‘a.s.] then asked: 'So, what is their status in your eyes?' |
said: "Whoever does not accept this matter is a disbeliever.' He [ ‘a.s.] said:
'Glory be to Allah! Have you not seen the people who travel by land and
by sea? I said: 'Yes, Indeed.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Do they not pray and fast and
go for pilgrimage? Do they not bear witness that there is no god but Allah
and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah?' I said: 'Yes, indeed!" He said:
"Then they accept all that you believe?' 1 said: 'No.' He [ ‘a.s.] then asked:
'So what is their status in your eyes?' I said: "Whoever does not accept
this matter is a disbeliever.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Glory be to Allah! Have you
not seen the Ka‘bah, the circumambulation, and the people of Yemen and
how they cling to the covering of the Ka‘bah?' I said: 'Yes, indeed!" He
[‘a.s.] said: 'Do they not bear witness that there is no god but Allah and
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah? Do they not pray and fast and go
for pilgrimage? I said: 'Yes, indeed!" He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Then they accept all
that you believe?' I said: 'No.' He [ ‘a.s.] then asked: 'So what is their status
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in your eyes?' I said: "Whoever does not accept this matter is a disbeliever.'
He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Glory be to Alldh! This is the belief of the Khawarij!' Then
he [‘a.s.] said: 'If you want, I can inform you about it.' I said: No.' He
[‘a.s.] said: Tt is surely a transgression on your part to say anything that
you have not heard from us.'" He (the narrator) said: "By this I assumed
that he meant to take us towards the opinion of Muhammad ibn Muslim."

2889-2. ‘Al1 ibn Ibrahim (—) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Yiinus () a man
(-) Zurarah that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said [when]:

"I said to him [ ‘a.s.]): "What do you say about marriage, for I have attained
maturity as you can see and have never married!' He [ ‘a.s.] said: "What
prevented you from it?' I said: 'Nothing but the fear of its impermissibility
prevented me from it. So, what do you instruct me to do?' He [ ‘a.s.] said:
'Then how do you restrain yourself while you are a young man? Do you
exercise patience.' I said: 'l take slavegirls.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Now, how do
you justify the permissibility of taking slavegirls?' I said: 'The slavegirl is
not the same as the free woman. If she does anything to rouse my suspicion,
I sell her off and leave her.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Tell me, why do you consider
her permissible for yourself?' I did not have an answer, so I said: "What do
you think? Should I marry?' He [ ‘a.s.] replied: 'T do not care if you do.' I
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said: "When you say that you do not care, does it mean that you do not care
whether I sin without following your instructions? I will follow whatever
you will instruct me to do.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The Messenger of Allah (§)
married and the case of the wife of Nith and the wife of Liit is also known.
They were under two of Our righteous servants. (Qur., 66:10)' I said: 'The
Messenger of Allah (5) is not like me; his wife is under his control and
subservient to his command, having acknowledged his religion.' He [ ‘a.s.]
said to me: 'What do you think about the betrayal mentioned in the verse
wherein Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: yet they betrayed
him. What is meant by this other than grave sin? Yet the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and his progeny, got so-and-so married.' I said:
'May Allah enhance you! Do you command me to go and get married as
per your instructions?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'If you wish to do so, then select
a simple-minded woman.' I asked: 'Who are simple-minded women?' He
[‘a.s.] said: 'Those who are modest and chaste.'

"T asked: 'Like the women who follow the way of Salim ibn Abi Hafsah?'
He [ ‘a.s.] said: No.' I asked: 'Those who follow the way of Rabt‘ah ar-
Ra’y? He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'No. Rather, they are the young women who do not
disbelieve yet they do not know that which you know.' I said: 'And does it
matter if they believe or disbelieve?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'As long as she fasts,
prays and fears Allah while not being aware of your matter.' I said: 'Allah,

741

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAFI/ Belief and UnBelief ~ Ch. 171 /\vy -ob ASH 5 oleYr / 3

-

10 K i 34 05 5% i 06 3 2l T ¥V 3D g5
)‘TJGJGJ’L{YJdﬁHU‘U‘J"‘"dﬁg'yrf‘”;gdj"‘.‘?
Sao his Je 5% o G5k T € i g Gl o G 6L
St V) 1 U LB 22 06l e Ot ST M e g ST UL
;LJ\)JB)‘JW\Y\J’-)J.GJJJJJ)AJDJL;JJ[;J,;L?B
,W)Av\‘.‘umdw\‘;\m%wv o Opidizi Y oy 5
WESARNN quug}..(w,w,wﬁri 15 0 s
\,I;Sojlﬁji‘:.bi‘)—\%:o\dflf ).-g\‘.fa J..L:.ou\;;ﬂl\
wu,b,uwj,\,\f,s,w,w,wﬁr‘ &5 QS Sl gd 510
835 2450 5 5 glss s Us\,l,.uw,\fs,,x? 3 Oyapdll i3 s

k ok ok ok ok

(WY

-

N
7Y

3%
WE 1
B as

\

\ \E“
©

edtvigy

A

to Whom belong Might and Majesty says: It is He who created you, then
some of you dis-believe and others believe (Qur., 64:2) — no, by Allah, it is
not possible for anyone to be neither a believer nor a disbeliever.'

"Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) replied: 'The Words of Allah are truer than your words
O Zurarah! Have you read the Words of Allah, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty: And others have confessed their faults, they have mingled a
righteous conduct with other that was evil. Maybe Allah will accept their
repentance (Qur., 9:102), notice that He [s.w.£.] says "Maybe' (i.e. He might
forgive them).' I said: 'They are either believers or disbelievers.' He [ ‘a.s.]
said: 'Then what do you say about His Word, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty: Except the weak from among the men and the children who have
not in their power the means nor can they find a way to escape (Qur., 4:98)
— towards belief.' I said: 'They are either believers or disbelievers.! He
[‘a.s.] said: 'By Allah, they are neither believers nor disbelievers.' Then he
came towards me and said: 'What do you say about the Ashabu 'l-A‘raf?’
I said: '"They too are either believers or unbelievers. If they enter Paradise
they are believers and if they enter the Fire, they are disbelievers.! He
[‘a.s.] said: 'By Allah, they are neither believers nor disbelievers. If they
had been believers, they would have entered Paradise the way the other
believers enter it and if they were disbelievers they would have entered the
Fire the way the disbelievers enter it. Rather, they are a people whose good
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and evil deeds are equal, so their deeds fall short and they are just as Allah,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has described them.'

"I asked: 'Are they from the People of Paradise or from the People of
the Fire?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Leave them where Allah has left them.' I asked:
'Do you leave their affair with Allah?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Yes, I leave their
matter with Allah — if He [s.w.¢.] wills he will put them in Paradise by His
mercy, and if He wills he will drag them to the Fire due to their sins, and He
[s.w.2.] will not be unjust to them.' I said: pebble 'Will a disbeliever enter -
Paradise?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'No.' 'And will anyone but a disbeliever enter
the Fire?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'No. Except if Allah wills. O Zurarah! I say that
it will be as Allah wills while you do not say that it will be as Allah wills.
Indeed, when you grow older, you will return from this [obstinacy] and
these knots [of doubt in you] will be undone.'"
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-172 -
Chapter on
The Helpless

2890-1. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (=) Yiinus (-) some
of his co-sectarians that Zurarah said:

"I asked Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) about the helpless (al-mustad ‘af). He said:
"He is the one who has no means of attaining disbelief in order to be a dis-
believer, and he has no access to the path of faith. Neither can he believe
nor can he disbelieve. Such individuals include the young children and
those men and women who have the minds of children — responsibility is
lifted from them.'"

2891-2. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Ibn AbT ‘Umayr (-) Jamil (-)
Zurarah that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The helpless ones are those who neither have access to any means nor
are guided to any path." Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: "Those who have no access to
faith and don't disbelieve are the children and those who have minds like
that of children among the men and women."
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2892-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad () Ibn Mahbiib
(-) Ibn Ri’ab that Zurarah said:

"I asked Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) about the helpless one so he said: 'He is the
one who cannot access any means by which to repulse disbelieve or gain
guidance towards the path of faith. He cannot believe nor can he disbelieve.'
He [ ‘a.s.] added: '...and the children and those among the men and women
whose minds are like that of children.'"

2893—4. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa
(-) ‘Ali ibn al-Hakam (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Jundab that Sufyan ibn as-
Samti 'l-Bajali said:

"I said to Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.): '"What do you say about the helpless
ones? He [‘a.s.] replied with surprise: "You actually let one remain
helpless? And where are the helpless ones? By Allah, this matter of yours
[concerning the true path] has [even] been carried and passed along from
one bashful slavegirl to another, [being discussed] in the private chambers
as well as the watering holes on the roads to the city.'"

2894-5. From him (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id
(-) Fadalah ibn Ayyiib that ‘Amr ibn Aban said:
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"T asked Abt ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) about the helpless ones, so he said: 'They
are those under guardianship (wilayah).' 1 asked: 'What guardianship
is that? He [ ‘a.s.] said: Tt is not the guardianship of faith. Rather, it is
guardianship in matters of marriage, inheritance and social interaction.
They are neither believers nor disbelievers, and among them are those who
await the edict of Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty.' "

2895-6. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alla ibni 'l-Washsha’ (-)
Muthanna that Isma‘il al-Ju‘fi said:

"l asked Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) about the religion that people cannot remain
ignorant about, so he said: 'Religion is broad, but the Khawarij have
restricted it upon themselves due to their ignorance.' I said: 'May I be made
your ransom! I wish to ask you about my own faith and belief.' He [ ‘a.s.]
said: "Yes...' I said: 'l bear witness that there is no god but Allah and I bear
witness that Muhammad is His servant and His messenger. I acknowledge
all that he brought from Allah. I love and follow you, and disassociate
myself from your enemies and those who oppressed you and deprived you
of your rights.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'You are not ignorant of anything (regarding
belief). This is, by Allah, what we believe.' I asked: 'Can one who does not
know about this affair be saved?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'No. Except the helpless
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ones.' I asked: 'Who are they? He [‘a.s.] said: "Your womenfolk and
children.' Then he said: 'Have you heard of Umm Ayman? I bear witness
that she is from the people of Paradise, even though she never knew of
what you believe.'"

2896-7. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Yanus (-) Ibn
Muskan that Abu Basir said:

"Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: "Whoever knows about the differences
among the people is not [considered among the] helpless.'"

2897-8. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
Ibn Mahbiub that Jamil ibn Darraj said:

"I said to Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.): 'I sometimes mention these helpless
people and say: We and they will be in the [same] station in Paradise.' Aba
‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'Allah will never do that to you!'"

2898-9. From him (-) ‘Ali ibni 'l-Hasan at-Taymi (-) his brothers:
Muhammad and Ahmad ibni 'I-Hasan (-) ‘Ali ibn Ya‘qub (-) Marwan ibn
Muslim that Ayytb ibni 'l-Hurr said:

"A man spoke to Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) while we were with him: 'May I
be made your ransom! We fear that because of our sins, we will be placed
alongside the helpless ones [in the Hereafter].' He [‘a.s.] said: 'No, by
Allah! Allah will never do that to you.'"
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*<Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (—) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) a man (-) Abi
‘Abdillah (‘a.s.): Something similar [as above].

2899-10. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (=) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-)
Abu 'l-Maghra (—) Abi Basir that Abll ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"He who knows the differences among the people is not a helpless
person."

2900-11. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) Isma‘il
ibn Mihran (~) Muhammad ibn Mangiir al-Khuza‘t (-) ‘Al ibn Suwayd
that Abu 'l-Hasan Miisa (‘a.s.) said [when]:

"] asked him about the weak [and helpless] people, so he wrote back to
me saying: 'The weak one is he who has not received the proof [of faith]
and does not know about the differences [among the beliefs]. So, if one
knows the differences, he is not helpless.'"

2901-12. One of our co-sectarians (—) ‘Alf ibni 'l-Hasan' (-) ‘Alf ibn
Habib al-Khath‘ami () Aba Sarah, imam of Banii Hilal Mosque, that Abt
‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"There are no helpless people today. The men have informed other men
and the women have informed other women [about the faith]."

1. In some copies: ‘Ali ibni 'I-Husayn.
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-173 -
Chapter on

Those Who Await the Edict of Allah

2902-1. Muhammad ibnYahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (=) ‘Ali ibni
'l-Hakam (-) Miisa ibn Bakr () Zurarah that Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said about
the Word of Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: And others await
Allah's edict... (Qur., 9:106):

"The people who were polytheists and killed the likes of Hamzah and
Ja‘far from among the believers. Then they entered Islam, testified to the
Oneness of Allah and abandoned polytheism, yet faith did not enter deep
into their hearts such that they would become believers thereby attaining
Paradise. At the same time, they did not remain obstinate in their disbelief
so as to be deserving of the Fire. So, they remain in that [suspended] state
where Allah will either chastise them or forgive them, [ibid.]."

2903-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) ‘Alf ibn
Hassan (—) Miisa ibn Bakr al-Wasiti that a man said:

"Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said: 'Those who await [Allah's edict] are the
individuals who used to be polytheists and were responsible for killing
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Hamzah, Ja‘far and other like them from the believers. Then, they later
entered the fold of Islam, testified to the Oneness of Allah and abandoned
polytheism, yet they did not have faith so as to be counted among the
believers. Since they did not have faith, they are not entitled to Paradise
and because they were not out-right disbelievers, they do not deserve the
Fire. Thus, they remain in this state, awaiting the edict of Allah.'"

- 174 -
Chapter on
The People of The Heights (al-A‘raf)

2904-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn
Faddal () Ibn Bukayr* and ‘Al ibn Ibrahim () Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
Yiinus (-) a man, both of them (=) Zurarah that he said:

"Abiu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) asked me: 'What do you say about the People of the
Heights (Ashabu 'I-A ‘raf)?" 1 replied: ‘'They are none other than believers
or disbelievers. If they enter Paradise, then they are believers and if they
enter the Fire, they are disbelievers.' He { ‘a.s.] said: 'By Allah! They are
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neither believers nor disbelievers. If they had been believers, they would
have entered Paradise along with the other believers and if they were
disbelievers, they would have entered the Fire with the other disbelievers.
Rather, they are a people whose good deeds equal their evil deeds, so they
fall short in terms of deeds and that is why they are in this state as Allah, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty, says.' I said: 'Are they among the people
of Paradise or the people of the Fire?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Leave them where
Allah has left them.' I said: 'Do you have hope for them?' He [ ‘a.s.] said:
"Yes, I hope for them that Allah will do with them as He wills — if He wills,
He will let them enter Paradise out of His Mercy and if He wills, He will
drive them into the Fire due to their sins, and He will not oppress them.' I
said: 'Can a disbeliever enter Paradise? He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'No.' I said: 'Can
anyone save a disbeliever enter the Fire? He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'No. Except if
Allah wills it. O Zurarah, I say whatever Allah wills [will happen], but you
do not say that whatever Allah wills will happen. Verily, when you grow
older [and more mature] you will return [to this] and your knots [of doubt]
will be undone.'"

2905-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) ‘Alf ibn
Hassan (—) Miisa ibn Bakr that a man said:

"Abil Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said: 'Those who mix good deeds with other actions
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that are evil are believers but, despite their belief, they commit sins that
shame all the believers and are detested by them, so they are the ones who
might be forgiven by Allah.'" (Qur., 9:102)

-175-
Chapter on
The Categories of Heretics: The Qadariyyah,
The Khawarij, The Murji’ah, etc.

2906-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Marwak
ibn ‘Ubayd (-) a man that Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"May Allah curse the Qadariyyah, the Khawarij, the Murji’ah and again
the Murji’ah!" I said: "You have cursed the former groups one time each,
but you cursed the latter twice?" He [ ‘a.s.] said: "It is because they say
that our murderers were believers, so their clothes are stained by our blood
until the Day of Resurrection. Verily, Allah has described such a group in
His Book: 'Allah has enjoined us not to believe in any apostle unless he
brings us an offering consumed by fire,' say, 'Apostles before me certainly

752

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAF1/ Belief and UnBelief ~ Ch. 175 /\vo b ASH 4 ole¥t / 3
u\fduu«»ur.m\ ,.J_,rh‘.g,d.uujuuu 155 50 2 oSie 36
\,luu(.»u,d;ﬂ\f»\“’f ruzwu\bw,u&w\;}g
cjfL‘*Jr&’J*""u‘Nd‘d‘u‘du‘r‘f GG -vlvany
dejf—“q‘fdw
JGJJﬁ;@»;&jéiﬁipu“ﬂyt WL & s @L
ym\&vg\sﬁds &J\M\wm_}u
wyangfvg‘d&‘u‘wu’*“uhsz AL
&u\wdfua.dbdu wls 2

S 5y T3 0 538 s 5 o i 5 s 510

G e o OUEE G o3 a2 BT 0 RSl 0 B - fvan g

36 8L uamu;?f;gtgj;uw
k ok %k ok Xk

brought you manifest signs and what you speak of Then why did you kill
them, should you be truthful?' (Qur., 3:183)." He [ ‘a.s.] said: "The killers
[of the Prophets] came five hundred years before those who said this, but
Allah joined them with the killers because they were pleased with what
they had done."”

2907-2. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (—) Muham-
mad in Hakim and Hammad ibn ‘Uthman that Abii Masriiq said:

"Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) asked me about the people of Basrah and their
creed. I said: 'They are Murji’ah, Qadariyyah and Hartiriyyah.' He [ ‘a.s.]
said: 'May Allah curse those disbelieving polytheistic nations that do not
submit to Allah in anything.'"

2908-3. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Al
ibni 'I-Hakam (-) Mansiir ibn Yinus (-) Sulayman ibn Khalid that Aba
‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"The people of Syria (Sham) are worse than the Romans, the people of
Madinah are worse than the people of Makkah, and [some of] the people
of Makkah openly disbelieve in Allah."

2909-4. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa (-) Sama‘ah (=) Abi Basir that one of them
(‘a.s.) said:
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"Verily the people of Makkah openly disbelieve in Allah, and indeed
the people of Madinah are more corrupt than the people of Makkah, in fact
they are seventy times more corrupt!"

2910-5. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id (-) Fadalah ibn Ayytib (—) Sayf ibn ‘Amirah that Aba
Bakr al-Hadrami said:

"I asked Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.): 'Are the Syrians worse or the Romans?'
He [ ‘a.s.] said: "The Romans disbelieve but are not our enemies whereas
the people of Syria disbelieve and have enmity with us [the Ahlu I-bayt].'"

2911-6. From him (—) Muhammad ibni 'l-Husayn (=) Nadr ibn Shu‘ayb
(-) Aban ibn ‘Uthman (-) al-Fudayl ibn Yasar that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.)
said:

"Do not sit in their company (i.e. the Murji’ah). May Allah curse them
and their polytheistic nations that do not submit to Allah or obey any of His
commandments."
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-176 -
Chapter on
Those Whose Hearts are to be Reconciled

2912-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Ali ibni
'l-Hakam (-) Miisa ibn Bakr* and ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa
(-) Yinus (-) a man, both of them (--) Zurarah that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Those whose hearts are to be reconciled are the people who believe in
the Oneness of Allah and shun the worshipping of false gods, but they lack
understanding (ma ‘rifah) in their hearts that Muhammad is the Messenger
of Allah. The Messenger of Allah (§) used to show kindness to these people
and introduce [himself] to them so that they would know [this] and he
would teach them."

2913-2. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Ibn Ab1 ‘Umayr (—) ‘Amr ibn
Udhaynah (—) Zurarah that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said, when:

"I asked him [ ‘a.s.] about the Word of Allah, to Whom belong might
and majesty: And those whose hearts are to be reconciled... (Qur., 9:60).
'[They] are the people who believe in the Oneness of Allah, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, and shun the worshipping of false gods. They testify
that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad (s) is the Messenger of
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Allah, while they harbor some doubts about some of what Muhammad (s)
brought. Hence, Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, commanded
His Prophet (s) to draw their hearts towards him with material wealth and
gifts, so that their submission (is/am) and acknowledged belief become
well established.

"'Indeed, in the Battle of Hunayn, the Messenger of Allah (s) reconciled
with some of the Arab chieftains of the Quraysh and the other members of
the Mudhar tribes, such as Abii Sufyan ibn Harb and ‘Uyaynah ibn Hasin
al-Fazart and other like them. This angered the Ansar and they gathered
together under Sa‘d ibn ‘Ubadah before proceeding to the Messenger of
Allah (s5) [who was] at Ji‘ranah (a place between Ta’if and Makkah). He
(Sa‘d) said: "O Messenger of Allah! Do you permit me to speak?" He [s]
said: "Yes." Sa‘d said: "If the matter of giving part of this wealth to your
tribe is something that Allah has revealed then we accept it, otherwise it is
not acceptable to us."""

Zurarah said: "I heard Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) say: 'Then the Messenger of
Allah () said: "O community of Ansar, are you all of the same opinion as
your leader Sa‘d?" They replied: 'Our master is Allah and His Messenger,’
then, in the third instance, they said: "We too have the same opinion as
he does.'" Zurarah said: "I then heard Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.) saying: 'So, Allah
lowered their light and He ordained a portion [of the alms-tax] for those
whose hearts are to be reconciled in the Qur’an.'"
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2914-3. ‘Ali (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isd (-) Yinus (-) a man (-) Zurarah
that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Those whose hearts are to be reconciled were never more [in number]
than they are today."

29154. ‘Ali () his father (=) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Ibrahim ibn
‘Abdi 'l-Hamid (-) Ishaq ibn Ghalib that Abi ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"O Ishaq! How many do you think this verse applies to: If they are given
Jrom it, they are pleased, and if they are not given from it, lo! they are full of
rage (Qur., 9:58)?" Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: "It applies to more than two-thirds
of the people."

2916-5. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) ‘Alf ibn
Hassan (—) Miisa ibn Bakr (—) a man that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Those whose hearts are to be reconciled have never been more [in
number] than they are today. They are the ones who believe in the Oneness
of Allah and have turned away from polytheism, yet the cognizance of
Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah (s), and what he brought has not
entered their hearts. So, the Messenger of Allah (s5) drew them close, as
did the believers after the Messenger of Allah (§), so that they would know
[about him and his message]."
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-177-
Chapter on
The Hypocrites, The Aberrant and Satan

2917~1. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Ibn AbT ‘Umayr that Jamil
said:

"at-Tayyar used to say to me that Satan is not from the angels, and only
the angels had been commanded to prostrate before Adam ( ‘a.s.). So, when
Satan refused to prostrate, how could it be considered disobedience when he
was not one of the angels to begin with?" He said: "[As we were discussing
this] we went to see Abl ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) and he (at-Tayyar) posed the
question, and by Allah he did so in the best way. He said: 'May I be made
your ransom! When Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, addresses
the believers by saying: O you who believe... are the hypocrites also being
addressed along with them?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Yes, and the aberrant and all
those who have apparently accepted the call [of faith]. Satan, too, is among
them as he had apparently accepted the call.'"
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-178 -
Chapter on the Verse:
And Among the People are Those
Who Worship Alldh on the Fringe

2918-1. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) ‘Amr ibn
Udhaynah (-) Fudayl and Zurarah (-) Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.):

Regarding the Word of Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: And
among the people is he who worships Allah on the fringe: if good fortune
befalls him, he is content with it; but if an ordeal visits him he turns back
headlong, to become a loser in the world and the Hereafter. That is the
manifest loss, (Qur., 22:11).

Zurarah said: "I asked Abia ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) about it, so he said: 'They
are those who worship Allah and shun the worship of all other than Allah,
but they doubt in the Muhammad (§) and what he brought. Hence they
speak as Muslims and testify that there is no god but Allah and Muhammad
is the Messenger of Allah, and they accept the Qur’an [as the Word of
Allah] but still harbor doubts about Muhammad (s) and what he came with.
However, they have not doubts about Allah.
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"'Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: And among the
people is he who worships Allah on the fringe meaning with doubt in
Muhammad (5) and the message he brought: if good fortune befalls him
meaning well-being — physical, financial and familial: ke is content with
it and is pleased: but if an ordeal visits him or a tribulation befalls him,
physical or financial, he considers it an evil omen and dislikes to remain
steadfast on his belief in the Prophet (§), so he returns to his suspicion
and doubt, thereby becoming an enemy of Allah and His Messenger by
rejecting the Prophet and his message.'"

2919-2. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Alf ibni
'l-Hakam (-) Miisa ibn Bakr () Zurarah that Abii Ja‘far ( ‘a.s.) said [when]:

"I asked him about the Word of Allah, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, says: And among the people is he who worships Allah on the
fringe... [Qur., 22:11]. He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'They are the people who believe
in the Oneness of Allah and shun the worship of all save Allah thereby
leaving polytheism, yet they do not recognize that Muhammad (s) is the
Messenger of Allah. Thus, they worship Allah while harboring doubts
about Muhammad (s) and the message he brought. They once came to the
Messenger of Allah (5) saying: "Let us see — if our wealth increases and
we attain well-being for ourselves and our children, we will know that he
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is truthful and is indeed the Messenger of Allah (§). But if this does not
happen, we will have witnessed [first hand]."

"'Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: ...if good fortune
befalls him, he is content with it — meaning well-being in this world, but if
an ordeal visits him — meaning tribulation that afflicts him or his wealth he
turns back headlong, turning back towards polytheism through his doubt
to become a loser in the world and the Hereafier. That is the manifest
loss. He calls besides Allah that which neither bring him benefit nor harm
[ibid:12]. He turns back to polytheism, invoking others besides Allah and
worshipping other than Him. Amongst them are those who gain cognizance
and faith enters their hearts. Their doubt dissipates and they attain certainty
about their faith. There are others among them who remain steadfast in
their doubt and yet others who turn back to polytheism.'"

*<Alf ibn Ibrahim (~) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Yinus (-) a man (-)
Zurarah: Something similar [as above].
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-179 -
Chapter on
The Least that Makes A Servant Faithful,
A Disbeliever or Misguided

2920-1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (~) Hammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
Ibrahim ibn ‘Amr al-Yamani (-) Ibn Uzaynah (-) Aban ibn Abi ‘Ayyash
that Sulaym ibn Qays said:

"I heard ‘Alj, the blessings of Allah be upon him, say: A man came to
him and asked: "What is the least that makes a servant faithful, and the least
that makes a servant a disbeliever and the least that makes a servant mis-
guided?' He [ ‘a.s.] replied: 'You have asked [the question] so understand
the answer. As for the least that makes a servant faithful, it is for him to
acknowledge and submit in obedience when Allah, the Blessed and the
Sublime, introduces Himself to him, and to acknowledge and submit in
obedience when He introduces His Prophet (s) to him, and to acknowledge
and submit in obedience when He introduces His Imam, His Proof on earth
and His witness over the creation.' I said: 'O Amir al-Mu’minin! [Is this
the case] even if he is ignorant about all other things?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Yes.
As long as he obeys when commanded and stops when he his prohibited.
And the least that makes a servant a disbeliever, is for one to assume that
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Allah has commanded a thing that He has actually forbidden, and taking
that as being part of religion and preserving it as such. Such a person thinks
that he is worshipping the Lord who has commanded it whereas in reality
he is worshipping Satan. As for the least that makes a servant misguided,
it is not knowing the Proof of Allah, the Blessed and the Sublime, and
His witness over His servants — the one whose obedience has been made
incumbent by Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, on His servants
and whose authority has been ordained by Him.'

"I said: 'O Amir al-Mu’minin! Describe these individuals for me.' He
[‘a.s.] said: 'They are those whom Allah, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, mentions alongside Himself and His Prophet when He says: O
you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Apostle and those vested with
authority among you, (Qur., 4:59)." I said: 'O Amir al-Mu’minin! May
Allah make me your ransom! Explain this to me [further].' He [ ‘a.s.] said:
'They are those about whom the Messenger of Allah (s) said in his last
sermon on the day when Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, took
his soul: "Indeed I leave behind two things for you which will ensure that
you do not go astray as long as you hold on to them — the Book of Allah and
my Family, my 4hlu 'I-bayt. Verily, the all-Attentive and all-Aware Lord
has promised me that these two shall not part ways until they come to me
at the pond [of Kawthar] just like this..." — then he joined his two index
fingers, "and not like this..." — then he joined his index and middle finger,
"such that one may supersede the other. So, hold on to both of them and
do not err, do not stray and do not overstep them thereby going astray.""'"
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- 180 -
Chapter!

2921-1. ¢Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (—) Qasim ibn Muhammad (-)
Mingari (=) Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Indeed the Banii Umayyah allowed people to learn about faith but they
did not permit them to learn about polytheism, so that when they coerced
them towards it, they would be unaware."

—~ 181 -
Chapter on
The Establishment of Faith and
Whether Allah Can Take It Away

2922-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
al-Hasan ibn Mahbab that Husayn ibn Nu‘aym as-Sahhaf said:

1. This chapter has not been named in the original text. (¢r).
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"I said to Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.): "Why is it that a person who is a believer
and whose faith has been established is later moved by Allah from faith
to disbelief? He [‘a.s.] replied: '"Verily Allah, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty, is just. He only calls his servants to believe in Him and not
to disbelief. He never calls anyone to disbelieve in Him. Then whoever
believes in Allah and his faith becomes established in the sight of Allah,
Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, will never move him from
faith to disbelief.' I said: 'Is it possible for a person to be a disbeliever,
firmly entrenched in his disbelief in the sight of Allah, and then Allah
moves him from disbelief to faith? He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Indeed Allah, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty, created all the people upon a primordial nature
that He ordained for them. They neither knew faith with its ordinances
nor disbelief through obstinacy. Then Alldh sent his Prophets to call the
servants towards faith. So, among them were those who were guided aright
by Allah and among them were those who were not guided by Allah.'"
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- 182 -

Chapter on
Those Who Are Lent [Faith]

v-h\n

2923-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa () Al ibni 'I-Hakam
(=) Ibn Ayyiib () Muhammad ibn Muslim (-) one of them [of the two Imams, ‘a.s.]:

"T heard him say: 'Indeed Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
created a believing creation whose faith never wanes, and He created a
disbelieving creation whose disbelief never wanes, and He created a
creation that is between these two, granting some of them faith — if He so
wishes, He perfects it for them, and if He so wishes, He takes it away from
them — and so-and-so is one of them (i.e. the ones who are lent faith).'"

2924-2. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Husayn ibn Sa‘id (-) Fagdalah ibn Ayyab* and al-Qasim ibn Muhammad
al-Jawhari () Kulayb ibn Mu‘awiyah al-Asadi that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.)

"Verily a servant may wake up a believer and then turn into a disbeliever
or wake up a disbeliever and turn into a believer, and there is a group of
people who are lent faith [for a brief period] and then it is taken away from
them. These are known as the 'those who are lent' (al-mu ‘arin)." Then he
[‘a.s.] said: "So-and-so is one of them."
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2925-3. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (—) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Hafs al-
Bakhtari and others that ‘Isa Shalqan said:

"I was seated when Abu'l-Hasan Misa [al-Kazim] (‘a.s.) passed
by and with him was a lamb. I said: 'O young lad! What do you think
about what your father did? He instructed us to do something and then
forbade us from it! He told us to accept the leadership of Abu 'lI-Khattab
and later instructed us to pray against him and disavow him.' Abu 'l-Hasan
(‘a.s.), who was a young boy at that time, replied: 'Verily Allah created a
believing creation whose faith never wanes, and He created a disbelieving
creation whose dis-belief never wanes, and He created a creation that
is between these two, granting them faith — and these are called "those
who are lent faith" (al-mu ‘arin); if He so wishes, He takes the faith away
from them. Abu 'I-Khattab was one of those who were lent faith.' I came
to Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) and informed him about my conversation with
Abu 'l-Hasan (‘a.s.). Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'Indeed he is a branch of
the tree of Prophethood.'"

2926—4. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (—) Isma‘il ibn Marrar (—) Yinus
(-) one of our co-sectarians that Abu 'lI-Hasan, may the blessings of Allah
be upon him, said:

"Verily Allah created the Prophets upon Prophethood, so they cannot
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be anything but Prophets, and He created the believers upon faith so they
cannot be anything other than believers. Additionally, He granted faith to
a group such that if He so wills, He perfects it for them and if He so wills,
He takes it away from them. It is to them that the [Qur'anic] phrase: the
enduring abode and the temporary lodging applies." He [ ‘a.s.] then said to
me: "So-and-so is indeed one of those who were granted faith but when he
lied against us, it caused his faith to be taken away."

2927-5. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id (-) al-Qasim ibn Habib (=) Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar that Abu
‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, Allah molded the Prophets upon their Prophethood so none of
them ever turn back [from their mission], and He molded the Legatees
upon their vicegerency so none of them ever turn back, and He molded
some of the believers upon faith so they never turn back [from it]. As for
other believers, He granted them faith temporarily, so, if they invoke Him
sincerely, they die upon faith."
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- 183 -
Chapter on
The Sign of One Who is Lent [Faith]

2928-1. From him (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Muhammad ibn
Sinan that al-Mufaddal al-Ju‘fi said:

"Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'Verily remorse, regret and woe are all
for the one who does not benefit from what he sees and does not know
about the matter upon which he rests — whether it is beneficial for him or
detrimental.'" I asked: 'Then how, may I be made your ransom! Can one
who has attained salvation be distinguished from these people?' He [ ‘a.s.]
said: 'One whose actions are in concordance with his words, the testament
of his salvation is established, but one whose deeds are not in concordance
with his words has only fleeting faith.""
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- 184 -
Chapter on
Inattention of the Heart

2929-1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim () his father (—) Ibn AbT ‘Umayr (-) Ja‘far
ibn ‘Uthman () Sama‘ah that Abi Basir and others said:

"Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'Verily, the heart has a time during the night
and day when there is neither disbelief nor faith in it, just like an frayed
cloth. Then he [ ‘a.s.] said to me: 'Do you not experience this in yourself?'
He then continued: 'A small mark then comes into the heart from Allah
based on what He wills, whether it be disbelief or faith.'"

*A group of our co-sectarians (-) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) Mubammad
ibni 'I-Husayn (—) Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Umayr: Something similar [as above].
~ 2930-2. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa ()
¢ Abbas ibn Ma‘riif (-) Hammad ibn ‘Isa (-) al-Husayn ibni 'l-Mukhtar that
Abii Basir said:

"I heard Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) say: 'The heart is sometimes like a [mere] lump
of flesh which has neither faith nor disbelief. Have none of you noticed this?' "
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2931-3. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) al-‘Amraki ibn ‘Ali (-) ‘Ali ibn
Ja‘far that Abu 'l-Hasan Miisa ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, Allah has created the hearts of believers such that they are
folded and covered upon faith. If He wishes to bring to light that which is
within them, He showers them with wisdom and plants in them knowledge.
Their cultivator and custodian is the Lord of the Worlds."

29324, Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Muham-mad ibn Sinan (-) al-Husayn ibni 'l-Mukhtar (-) Abii Bagsir that
Abt ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily the heart oscillates between the chest and the throat, until it is
tied down by faith. Once it is tied upon faith, it remains at rest. This is the
meaning of the verse wherein Allah says: Whoever has faith in Allah, He
guides his heart, (Qur., 64:11)."

2933-5. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) Ibn Faddal (-) Abi Jamilah (-) Muhammad al-Halabi that Abi
‘Abdillah (‘a.s.):

"Verily, the heart vacillates inside [the human being] seeking the truth,
and upon finding it, it becomes calm and tranquil." Then Abi ‘Abdillah
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(‘a.s.) recited the following verse: "Whomever Allah desires to guide, He
expands his breast to Islam, and whomever He desires to lead astray, He
makes his breast narrow and straitened as if he were ascending upwards,
(Qur., 6:125)."

2934-6. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (~) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Yiinus () Abi
Maghrah (—) Abii Basir that Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, the heart has a time during the night and day when there is
neither faith not disbelief in it. Do you not notice this? Then Allah places
a small mark into the heart of His servant based on what He wills — if He
wishes, it is [a mark of] faith and if He wishes it is disbelief."

2935-7. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (—) Muhammad
ibni 'l-Hasan ibn Shammin (-) ‘Abdullah ibn °Abdi'r-Rahman (-)
‘Abdullah ibni '1-Qasim (-) Ytinus ibn Zabyan that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.)
said:

"Verily, Allah created the hearts of believers such that they are covered
up upon faith. Then, if He wishes to bring to light that which is within
them, he opens them up with wisdom and nurtures them with knowledge.
The nurturer and custodian [of their hearts] is the Lord of the Worlds."
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- 185-
Chapter on
The Darkness of A Hypocrite's Heart and
The Brightness of A Believer's Heart

2936-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya () Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Ali ibn
Faddal (-) ‘Alf ibn ‘Ugbah (-) ‘Amr that one day Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.)
told us:

"You may find a man who never mistakes the "lam" or the "waw" and
is an eloquent orator, yet his heart is darker than a moonless night, and you
may find a man who cannot articulate that which is in his heart with his
tongue, yet his heart shines like a glowing lamp."

2937-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) his father () Hariin ibn Jahm (=) al-Mufaddal (-) Sa‘d that Aba
Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, hearts are of four types: The heart that contains both hypocrisy
and faith, the inverted heart, the sealed heart and the shining, pure heart."
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I asked: "What is the shining [heart]?" He [‘a.s.] replied: "It is one that
has the likeness of a lantern. As for the sealed heart, it is the heart of the
hypocrite, and as for the shining heart, it is the heart of the believer —
when he is given, he shows gratitude, and when he faces hardship, he is
patient. As for the inverted heart, it is the heart of the polytheist." Then he
[‘as.] recited the following verse: Is he who walks prone on his face better
guided, or he who walks upright on a straight path? (Qur., 67:22). [Then
he continued] "As for the heart which has both faith and hypocrisy, this
was the case of the inhabitants of at-Ta’if — if any of them were to die upon
hypocrisy, he would be destroyed and if he died upon faith, he was saved."

2938-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (—) [bn Mahbiib
(-) Abii Hamzah ath-Thumali that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Hearts are of three types: The inverted heart that does not contain any
goodness and this is the heart of the disbeliever, the heart that has in it a
black mark and good and evil are rivals therein, so whichever is its wont
will prevail, and [thirdly] the open heart which contains bright lights which
glow and are not extinguished until the Day of Resurrection, and this is the
heart of a [true] believer.”
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— 186 -
Chapter on
The Changing States of the Heart

2939-1. ‘Aliibn Ibrahim (-) his father* and a group of our co-sectarians
(-) Sahl ibn Ziyad* and Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad,
both of them (—) Ibn Mahbiib (-) Muhammad ibn an-Nu‘man al-Ahwal
that Salam ibni 'l-Mustanir said:

"I was in the presence of Abui Ja‘far (‘a.s.) when Humran ibn A‘yan
came to him and asked about certain things. Then, as Humran stood to
leave, he said to Abd Ja‘far (‘a.s.): 'l wish to inform you, may Allah
lengthen your stay with us and grant us the pleasure of your company, that
whenever we come to you, by the time we leave your presence, our hearts
are softened, our souls forget this world and we find that which others
possess of worldly wealth to be unimportant. However, after leaving you
and remaining with the people and the merchants, we start loving the world
[again].' Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said: "This is only the condition of the hearts, at
times they become obdurate and at times they become amenable.'
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"Then Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said: 'Indeed, the companions of Muhammad
(5) said [to him]: "O Messenger of Allah! We are afraid of falling into
hypocrisy." He [s] said: "Why do you fear that?" They said: "Whenever
we are with you, you remind us and make us yearn [for the Hereafter] so
we tremble with awe, forget this world and turn away from its pleasures.
It is as if we can see the Hereafter, Paradise and the Fire when we are with
you. However, when we leave your presence and enter our houses, we
smell the scent of our children and see our wives and families, whereupon
it is as if our state changes from what we experienced in your presence
and we become as though we are adherents of nothing! Would you fear
that we were hypocrites?" The Messenger of Allah (§) said to them: "No.
These are only the footsteps of Satan — he causes you to desire this world.
By Allah, if you were to remain in the state that you described yourselves
experiencing, you would shake hands with the angels and walk on water!
Were it not for your sinning and seeking forgive-ness from Allah, Allah
would surely make other creatures who would sin and seek repentance,
whereupon Allah would forgive them. Verily the believer is tested and
penitent. Have you not heard the verse wherein Allah, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, says: Indeed Allah loves the penitent and He loves
those who purify themselves, (Qur., 2:222); and He says: Plead with your
Lord for forgiveness, then turn to Him penitently,' (Qur., 11:3)."
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- 187 -
Chapter on
The Whispers and Murmurs of the Soul

2940-1. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad (-) al-
Washsha’ that Muhammad ibn Humran said:

"I asked Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) about whispers [and suspicions]: "What
if they abound?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'It has no importance. Just recite: "There is
no god but Allah."""

2941-2. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Jamil ibn
Darr3j that Aba ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said [when]:

"I said to him: 'Sometimes a grave thing enters my heart.' He [ ‘a.s.]
said: 'Recite: "There is no god but Allah."'" Jamil said: "Thenceforth,
whenever anything [unwanted] entered by heart, I would say 'There is no
god but Allah,' and it would depart from me."

2942-3. Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (—) Muhammad ibn Muslim that Aba ‘Abdillah
(‘a.s.) said:

"A man came to the Prophet (§) and said: 'O Messenger of Allah! I am
destroyed!' He () said to the man: 'The malevolent devil came to you and
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said: "Who created you?" and you replied: "Allah." Then he asked you:
"And who created Allah?"' The man said: 'Yes, by the One who sent you
with the truth, it was just as you have said.' Then the Messenger of Allah
() said: 'That is, by Allah, pure faith.'"

Ibn Abi ‘Umayr said: "I related this to ‘Abdu 'r-Rahman ibni 'l-Haj;jaj
so he said that his father had narrated to him from Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.)
that what the Messenger of Allah (s) was referring to when he [s] said:
'That is, by Allah, pure faith,' was the fear of the man that he had been
destroyed when such a [grievous] thought had entered his heart."

2943—4. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad* and Muham-
mad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad, both of them that ‘Al1 ibn
Mahziyar said:.

"A man wrote to Abii Ja‘far ( ‘a.s.) complaining of disturbing thoughts
coming to his mind, so the Imam responded to him saying: 'If Allah, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty, wills, He will make you steadfast,
so do not allow Satan a means to approach you. A group of people had
complained to the Prophet (s) about disturbing thoughts coming to them,
saying that being blown away by the wind or chopped into pieces was
preferable to them than speaking about it (i.e. the thoughts). Then the
Messenger of Allah () said to them: "Is that the way you feel?" They said:
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"Yes." So, he (5) said: "By the One in whose hand is my soul, indeed this is
manifest faith. If these thoughts come again say: "We believe in Allah and
His Messenger, and there is no might nor power but by Allah's leave.'""'"

2944-5. A group of our co-sectarians (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) Isma‘il ibn Muhammad (-) Muhammad ibn Bakr ibn Janah (<)
Zakariyya ibn Muhammad (—) Abu 'l-Yasa‘ Dawiid al-Abzari (—) Humran
that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"A man came to the Messenger of Allah (s) and said: 'O Messenger of
Allah! I have become a hypocrite!" The Prophet [s] responded: 'By Allah,
you have not become a hypocrite, for had you been a hypocrite, you would
never have come to inform me of it! What is the source of your appre-
hension? Could it be that the present enemy (i.e. Satan) came to you and
asked: "Who created you?" and you replied: "Allah created me." Then he
said: "Who created Allah?"' He replied: 'Yes, by He who sent you with
the truth, that is what happened.' He [s] said: 'Satan came to you from the
direction of your deeds but was unable to overpower you, so he came to
you from this route in order to make you fall into error. Whenever this
happens to any of you, you must recall Allah's Unicity.'"
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- 188 -
Chapter on
Confessing One's Sins and Showing Remorse

2945-1. Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Ibn Ab7 ‘Umayr (-) ‘Alf al-
Ahmasi that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"By Allah, none will be saved from sin except the one who confesses it."

He [al-Ahmasi] also said: "Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said: 'Remorse is sufficient
as repentance.'"

2946-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Ibn Fagddal, someone whom he mentioned, that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"By Allah, Allah, the Sublime, only wanted human beings to possess
two traits: that they should acknowledge His blessings so that He may
increase them, and [confess] their sins so that He may forgive them."

2947-3. Al1 ibn Ibrahim () his father (=) ‘Amr ibn ‘Uthman (-) some
of his co-sectarians that they heard Abi Ja‘far ( ‘a.s.) saying:

"Indeed a man may commit a sin because of which Allah puts him in
Paradise." I asked: "Allah will place him in Paradise for a sin?" He [ ‘a.s.]
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said: "Yes. He sins but then becomes so fearful and cautious of himself that
Allah shows him mercy and grants him Paradise."

2948-4. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Muham-
mad ibn Sinan (—) Mu‘awiyah ibn ‘Ammar said:

"I heard Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: 'Indeed, by Allah, a servant can
never abandon sin by persisting [in it] — a servant can only abandon sin by
confessing it.'"

2949-5. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Imran
ibni 'l-Hajjaj as-Sabi‘T [(~) Muhammad ibn Walid] (-) Yiinus ibn Ya‘qiib
that he said:

"I heard Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: 'He who commits a sin with the
knowledge that Allah is aware of his action and that He may punish him if
He so wills or may forgive him if He so wisiies, Allah will forgive such a
person even if he does not repent.'"

2950-6. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Al (=) ‘Abdu 'r-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn
Hashim (-) ‘Anbasah al-‘ Abid that Aba ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Allah loves for a servant to seek His repentance after committing a grave
sin and He dislikes a servant to consider a small sin as something trivial."
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2951-7. Muhammad ibn Yahya (=) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
Isma‘il ibn Sahl (-) Hammad ibn Rabt* that Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Amir al-Mu’minin, may the blessings of Allah be upon him, said:
'Regret for sin leads one to abandon it."'"

2952-8. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) ‘Alf ibni 'l-Husayn ad-Daqaq (-)
‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad (-) Ahmad ibn ‘Umar (-) Zayd al-Qattat that
Aban ibn Taghlib said:

"I heard Abt ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: No servant commits a sin and feels
remorse for it but that Allah forgives him before he seeks forgiveness, and
no servant who is blessed by Allah recognizes that the blessings are from
Allah but that Allah forgives him before he praises Him.'"

- 189 -
Chapter on
Covering Up Sins

2953-1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
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Khalid (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Ali that al-‘Abbas, mawla ar-Rida ( ‘a.s.) said:

"I heard him (‘a.s.) say: 'One who conceals his virtuous action gets the
equivalent of seventy good deeds, one who divulges a sin is forsaken and
one who covers up a misdeed is granted forgiveness.'"

2954-2. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Muhammad ibn Sandal () Yasir
(-) al-Yasa“ ibn Hamzah that ar-Rida ( ‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (5) said: 'One who conceals his virtuous
action gets the equivalent of seventy good deeds, one who divulges a sin is
forsaken and one who covers it up is granted forgiveness.'"

- 190 -
Chapter on
One Who Intends to do Good or Evil Deeds

2955-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Alf ibn
Hadid (-) Jamil ibn Darraj (-) Zurarah that one of the [two Imams] ( ‘a.s.) said:
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"Verily Allah, the Blessed and the Sublime, placed for Adam among
his progeny those who intend to do good but do not do it — a good deed is
[nevertheless] recorded for them, those who intend to do good and do it —
ten good deeds are recorded for them, those who intend to do evil but do
not do it — no evil deed is recorded against them, and those who intend to
do evil and do it — one evil deed is recorded against them."

2956-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn ‘Abdillah (-)
“Uthman ibn ‘Isa (-) Sama‘ah ibn Mihran () Abii Basir that Aba ¢Abdillah
(‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, when a believer intends to carry out a virtuous action but does
not do it, one good deed is recorded for him and if he does it, ten good
deeds are recorded for him. And when a believer intends to commit a sin
but does not do it, no bad deed is recorded against him."

2957-3. From him (-) ‘Al1 ibn Hafs al-‘Awsi (—) ‘Alf ibni 's-S3’ih (-)
‘Abdullah ibn Misa ibn Ja“far that his father said:

"T asked him ( ‘a.s.) whether the two angels record the sin that a servant
intends to commit or a good action [that he intends to carry out]. He [ ‘a.s.]
said: 'Is the smell of a latrine the same as the smell of perfume?' I said: "No.'
He [ ‘a.s.] said: "When a servant intends to carry out a virtuous action, his
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breath smells fragrant, and the angel on the right says to the angel on the
left: "Stand up. He has made an intention to do something good." Then,
if he performs the good deed, his tongue acts as the pen and his saliva as
the ink by which his good deed is recorded. If he intends to commit a sin,
his breath gives a foul odor and the angel on the left tells the angels on the
right: "Stop, for he has intended to do something evil." If he then commits
the sin, his tongue acts as his pen and his saliva as ink and it is recorded
against him.""

2958-4. Muhammad ibn Yahya () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
‘Alf ibni 'I-Hakam that Fadl ibn ‘Uthman al-Muradi said:

"I heard Abiui ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: 'The Messenger of Allah (s) said:
"Four [opportunities] are such that only the wretched would lose them
from Allah: For a servant to intend to do good and then do it, for if he
does not do it, Allah records one virtue for him due to his good intention,
and if he does it, Allah records ten virtues for him; and for one to intend to
do something evil — if he does not go through with it, nothing is recorded
against him and if he does it, he is given a reprieve of seven hours wherein
the custodian of [his] good deeds tells the custodian of bad deeds, who
is the one on the left: 'Do not make haste [in recording his evil deed], he
might follow it up with a good deed that would wipe it out — for indeed
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Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: Indeed good deeds efface
misdeeds (Qur., 11:114) — or will seek forgiveness [for what he has done].
If he says: "I seek forgiveness from Allah, besides Whom there is no God,
Knower of the unseen and the seen, the Mighty, the Wise, the Forgiving,
the Merciful, Possessor of Majesty and Munificence, and I turn back to
Him," ' nothing is recorded against them. However, if seven hours pass and
he neither performs any righteous act nor seeks forgiveness, the custodian
of his good deeds tells the custodian of his bad deeds: 'record it against this
wretched, deprived one!'"'"

-191 -
Chapter on
Repentance

2959-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib that Mu‘awiyah ibn Wahb said:

"l heard Aba ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: 'When a servant repents sincerely,
Allah loves him so He hides his sins in this world and the next.' | asked:
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'How does Allah hide his sins?' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'He makes the two angels
forget the sins they have recorded against him, and He inspires the man's
limbs to conceal his sins, and He reveals unto the earth to conceal the sin
that was committed [by him] upon it. Thus, when he meets Allah, he does
so while there is nothing to testify against him for any of his sins.'"

2960-2. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (~) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (—) Aba
Ayyiib al-Khazzaz (—) Muhammad ibn Muslim that one of the two [Imams]
(‘a.s.) said about the Word of Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty:
Whoever, on receiving advice from his Lord, relinquishes [usury], shall
keep [the gains of] what is past, (Qur., 2:275). He [ ‘a.s.] said:

"The advice [mentioned here] is repentance."

2961-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn Khalid (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Al (-) Muhammad ibni 'l-Fudayl that
Abu 's-Sabah al-Kinanf said:

"I asked Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) about the Word of Allah, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty: O you who believe! Repent to Allah with sincere
repentance, (Qur., 66:8). He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'It is when a servant repents for
his sin and then does not repeat it.' "
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Muhammad ibni 'l-Fudayl said: "I asked Abu 'l-Hasan (‘a.s.) about it
(the same verse) and he said: 'It is when a servant repents for his sin and
then does not repeat it, and the most beloved of all servants in the sight of
Allah are those who are repentant when tried with sin.'"

2962-4. ‘Alr ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (=) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Abi
Ayyiib that Abl Basir said:

"I spoke to Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) [about the verse]: O you who believe!
Repent to Allah with sincere repentance, (Qur., 66:8). He [ ‘a.s.] said: 't
refers to the sin that is never again repeated.' I asked: 'And who from among
us never repeats his sin? He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'O Abii Muhammad, indeed Allah
loves those of His servants who are oft-repentant when tried with sin.'"

2963-5. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) one of
our co-sectarians rafa ‘ahu [to the Imam, ‘a.s.] said:

"Verily, Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, gave the penitents
three qualities which, if He were to bestow even one of them to all the
inhabitants of the heavens and the earth, they would attain salvation
thereby. He, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: Indeed Allah loves
the penitent and He loves those who purify themselves, (Qur., 2:222). And
Allah does not chastise the one whom He loves. He also says: Those who
bear the Throne, and those around it, celebrate the praise of their Lord
and have faith in Him, and they plead for forgiveness for the faithful: 'Our
Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge. So forgive those
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who repent and follow Your way and save them from the punishment of
hell. Our Lord! Admit them into the Gardens of Eden, which You have
promised them, along with whoever is righteous among their forebears,
their spouses and their descendants. Indeed You are the All-mighty, the
All-wise. And save them from ills; for whomever You save from the ills
that day, You will have had mercy upon him, and that is the great success.’
(Qur., 40:7-9). He, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, further says:
Those who do not invoke another god besides Allah, and do not kill a soul
[whose life] Allgh has made inviolable, except with due cause, and do not
commit fornication. Whoever does that shall encounter its retribution, the
punishment being doubled for him on the Day of Resurrection. In it he
will abide in humiliation forever. Excepting those who repent, attain faith,
and act righteously. For such, Allah will replace their misdeeds with good
deeds, and Allah is all-forgiving, all-merciful, (Qur., 25:68-70)."

2964—6. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn
Mahbib (-) al-‘Ala’ (-) Muhammad ibn Muslim that Abu Ja‘far (‘a.s.)
said:

"O Muhammad ibn Muslim! If a believer seeks forgiveness, his sins are
forgiven, so let the believer resume his [good] work after repentance and
forgiveness. By Allah, this indeed is not applicable except for the people
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of faith." I said: "What if he returns to sin after repenting and seeking
forgiveness and then repeats his repentance? He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'O Muhammad
ibn Muslim! Do you think that a believer would show remorse for his sin
and then seek forgiveness and repent for it and yet Allah would not accept
his repentance? I said: 'But he does this repeatedly — he sins and then seeks
Allah's forgive-ness.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: "Whenever a believer returns, seeking
repentance and forgiveness, Allah turns towards him with clemency, for
indeed Allah is forgiving, merciful. He accepts the repentance of His
servants and forgives their misdeeds — so beware of making believers
despair of the mercy of Allah.'"

2965-7. Abi ‘Alf al-Ash‘ari () Muhammad ibn ‘Abdi 'l-Jabbar (-) Ibn
Faddal (-) Tha‘labah ibn Maymiin () Abii Basir that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.)
said [when]: ’

"I asked him [ ‘a.s.] about the Word of Allah, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty: When those who are Godwary are touched by a visitation of
Satan, they remember [ Allah] and, behold, they perceive, (Qur., 7:201). He
[ ‘a.s.] said: 'It refers to the servant who intends to commit a sin and then
he remembers [Allah] and restrains himself. That is what is meant by: they
remember [Allah)] and, behold, they perceive.'"

2966-8. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Ibn AbT ‘Umayr () ‘Amr ibn
Udhaynah that Aba ‘Ubaydah al-Hadhdha’ said:
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"I heard Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) saying: 'Verily, Allah, the Sublime, is more
pleased with the repentance of His servant than the man who loses his
camel and provisions on a dark night, and then finds them. Indeed, Allah is
more pleased by the repentance of His servant than such a man is with his
camel when he finds it.'"

2967-9. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
Muhammad ibn Isma‘il () ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Uthman that Abt Jamilah said:

"Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: "Verily, Allah loves the servant who is tried
[with sin] and repents. And one who does not sin [in the first place] is
better.'"

2968-10. From him (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Al ibn Nu‘man
(-) Muhammad ibn Sinan (=) Yusuf [ibn] Abi Ya‘qiib Bayya“ al-Urz (-)
Jabir that Aba Ja‘far ( ‘a.s.) said:

"He who repents for a sin is like one who has no sin, and he who persists
in sin while he repents for it is like one who makes a mockery [of it]."

2969-11. ‘AliibnIbrahim (-) his father* and a group of our co-sectarians
(-) Sahl ibn Ziyad, both of them (-) Ibn Mahbib (—) Abii Hamzah that Abn
Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:
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"Verily, Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, revealed unto
Dawid (‘a.s.): 'Go to My servant Daniel and say to him: "[Allah says:] You
disobeyed Me and I forgave you, and you disobeyed Me and I forgave you,
and [again] you disobeyed Me and I forgave you. Hence if you disobey Me
a fourth time, I will not forgive you!"' So, Dawiid ( ‘a.s.) went to him and
said: 'O Daniel, I am a Messenger of Allah to you. He says to you: "You
disobeyed Me and I forgave you, and you disobeyed Me and I forgave you,
and [again] you disobeyed Me and 1 forgave you. Hence if you disobey Me
a fourth time, I will not forgive you!"' Daniel said to him: 'O Prophet of
Allah, [I testify that] you have delivered the message.'

"Before dawn, Daniel got up and began invoking his Lord and whispered
to him: 'My Lord, Your Prophet Dawiid conveyed Your message to me that
I have disobeyed You and You forgave me, and I disobeyed [again] and
You forgave me, and [yet again] I disobeyed, and You forgave me. He
told me You have said that if I disobey You a fourth time, You will not
forgive me. By Your Glory, if You do not protect me, I will surely end up
disobeying You, and disobeying You, and disobeying You.'"
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2970-12. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad
(-) Misa ibni'l-Qasim (—) his grand-father al-Hasan ibn Rashid that
Mu‘awiyah ibn Wahb said:

"T heard Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) saying: "When a servant repents sincerely,
Allah loves him, so He covers up his sin.' I said: "'How does Allah cover up
his sin?' He said: 'He makes the angels who were recording his misdeeds
forget them, and Allah inspires his limbs and the piece of land [upon which
he sinned] to conceal his sin. Thus, he meets Allah, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty, when he comes before Him, while there is nothing to testify
against him for any of his sins.'"

2971-13. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Sahl ibn Ziyad () Ja‘far ibn
Muhammad al-Ash‘ari () Ibnu 'l-Qaddah that Abi ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, is pleased with the
repentance of His believing servant when he repents, just as any one of you
would be pleased to find something [valuable] that he had lost."
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-192 -
Chapter on
Repentance for Sin

2972—-1. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (=) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-)
Muhammad ibn Humran that Zurarah said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) saying: "When a servant commits a sin,
he is granted respite from morning until evening, so if he seeks forgiveness
from Allah [during this time], it is not recorded against him.'"

2973-2. From him (-) his father (=) Ibn AbT ‘Umayr* and Abu ‘Alr al-
Ash‘arT (-) Muhammad ibn Abdi 'l-Jabbar (—) Safwan (—) Abl Ayyub (-)
Abii Bagir that Aba ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Whoever commits an evil deed is given respite for seven hours of the
day. If he says: 'T seek forgiveness from Allah, besides Whom there is no
God, the Living, the Eternal' three times, it will not be recorded against
him."

2974-3. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (=) Abu ‘Alf al-Ash‘arT™* and
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Muhammad ibn Yahya, both of them (-) al-Husayn ibn Ishaq (-) ‘Alf ibn
Mahziyar (—) Fadalah ibn Ayyiib ‘Abdu 's-Samad ibn Bashir that Abi
‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"When the believing servant commits a sin, Allah grants him respite for
seven hours. If he seeks forgiveness from Allah [during this period] nothing is
recorded against him, but if this time elapses and he has not sought forgiveness,
one evil deed is recorded against him. Indeed, a believer may remember his
sin after twenty years in order to seek forgiveness for it from his Lord, and
He will [still] forgive him, while a disbeliever would forget it in an instant."

2975—4. Hamid ibn Ziyad (-) al-Hasan ibn Muhammad (—) more than
one person (—) Aban () Zayd ash-Shahham that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of (s) used to seek forgiveness from Allah seventy times
aday." I asked: "Did he say: 'l seek forgiveness from Allah and turn to Him?'
He replied: 'No. Rather, he would say: 'T turn to Allah.'" I remarked: "The
Messenger of Allah (s5) would turn to Allah and not turn back while we
repent and then turn back [to our wrongful ways]." He [ ‘a.s.] said: "Allah is
the Helper [to seek].”

2976-5. Muhammad ibn Yahya () Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (<) ‘Alf
ibni 'l-Hakam (-) Abui Ayyiib (-) Abi Bagsir that Abi ‘ Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:
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"Whoever commits an evil act is given a reprieve of seven hours of the
day. If he says: 'l seek forgiveness from Allah, besides Whom there is no
God, the Living, the Eternal, and I turn to Him' three times, it will not be
recorded against him."

2977-6. From him (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn Faddal (-) ‘Ali
ibn ‘Ugbah Bayya‘i 'I-Aksiyah that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily a believer may commit a sin and then remember it after twenty
years and hence seek forgiveness from Allah, and He would [still] forgive
him. In fact, He reminds him of his sin in order to forgive him. On the other
hand, when the disbeliever commits a sin, he forgets it instantly."

2978-7. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn Khalid () Ibn Mahbiib (-) Hisham ibn Salim, someone whom he
mentioned that Abi ‘Abdilah (‘a.s.) said:

"There is none among the believers who commits forty grave sins during
the day and night, and then turns remorsefully saying: 'l seek forgiveness
from Allah, besides Whom there is no god, the Living, the Eternal, Creator
of the heavens and the earth, Possessor of Majesty and Glory, and I ask Him
to bless Muhammad and the progeny of Muhammad and turn mercifully to
me,' but that Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, will forgive him.
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And indeed, there is no good in one who commits more than forty grave
sins in a single day."

2979-8. From him (-) a group of our co-sectarians, rafa ‘ahu that they
said:

"He (‘a.s.) said: 'There is a remedy for everything, and the remedy for
sins is repentance.'"

2980-9. Aba ‘Alf al-Ash‘ar™ and Muhammad ibn Yahya, both of them
(-) al-Husayn ibn Ishaq* and Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father, both of them
(-) ‘Al ibn Mahziyar (-) an-Nadr ibn Suwayd (-) ‘Abdulldh ibn Sinan that
Hafs said:

"I heard Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: 'There is no believer who commits
a sin but that Allah grants him a reprieve of seven hours in the day. If he
repents [during this period], nothing is recorded against him, but if he does
not do so, Alldh records one misdeed against him.' ‘Abbad al-Basr1 came
to him [ ‘a.s.] and said: "We have heard that you said: "No servant commits
a sin but that Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, grants him a
reprieve of seven hours in the day." ' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'That is not what I said.
[ said that there is no believer [who sins but that he is granted reprieve...]
— that is what I said.'"
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2981-10. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa
(-) Muhammad ibn Sinan that ‘Ammar ibn Marwan said:

"Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'Whoever says: "I seek forgiveness from
Allah" a hundred times a day, Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
will forgive [up to] seven hundred of his sins; and there is no good in a
servant who commits seven hundred sins in a day.'"

-193 -
Chapter on
What Allah, to Whom Belong Might and Majesty,
Gave Adam (‘a.s.) When He Repented

2982-1. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Ibn AbT ‘Umayr (-) Jamil ibn
Darrdj (—) Ibn Bukayr that Aba ‘Abdillah or Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Adam (‘a.s.) said: 'O Lord! You gave Satan a free hand over me and
allowed him to move around me just as blood flows [within me] so grant
me something [to protect myself].' Allah replied: 'O Adam, I have granted
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you this: Whosoever among your progeny intends to commit an evil act, it
will not be recorded against him, and if he commits it, only one misdeed is
recorded against him. And whoever among them intends to perform a good
deed, if he does not carry out what he intends, one virtue is [still] recorded
for him and if he act upon it, ten [good deeds] are recorded for him.' He
said: 'O Lord, grant me more.' Allah said: 'l have [further] granted you this:
Whosoever among them commits a misdeed and then seeks forgiveness,
I will forgive him.' He said: 'O Lord, grant me more.' Allah said: 'T have
[also] granted you repentance,’ or He said: T have [also] kept repentance
open for them until their soul departs.' Then Adam said: 'O Lord! This is
sufficient for me.""

2983-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Ibn Faddal, someone whom he mentioned that Aba ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (s) said: 'Whoever repents a year before his
death, Allah accepts his repentance.' Then he (5] said: 'A year is quite a
long time. Whoever repents a month before his death, Allah accepts his
repentance.' Then he [s] said: 'A month is a long time. Whoever repents
a week before his death, Allah accepts his repentance." Then he [s] said:
'A week is a long time. Whoever repents a day before his death, Allah
will accept his repentance.' Then he [5] said: 'Even a [single] day is too
long. Whoever repents before [the moment] he faces his death, Allah shall
accept his repentance.'"
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2984-3. *Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (=) Ibn AbT ‘Umayr (=) Jamil (-)
Zurarah that Abt Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"When the soul reaches here," and he pointed towards his throat, "there
is no more [opportunity for] repentance for the one who knows, but the
ignorant one may still repent."

2985-4. Muhammad ibn Yahya (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn “Isi (-)
Muhammad ibn Sinan that Mu‘awiyah ibn Wahb said:

"We left for Makkah accompanied by a pious and devout old man who had
no knowledge of this matter. He would offer complete prayers on the way and
had his nephew, Muslim,! with him. Later, the old man fell ill so I said to his
nephew: 'Why don't you inform your uncle of this matter (i.e. wilayah)? Allah
may thereby deliver him [from his condition].' All those who were present
said: 'Leave the old man to die as he is, for he is in a good state.' However, his
nephew could bear it no longer and said to him: 'O uncle, the people turned
away [from faith] after the Messenger of Allah (s) except for a few individuals,
and ‘Al1 ibn Abi Talib (‘a.s.) was supposed to be obeyed just as the Messenger
of Allah (s) was obeyed. He [ ‘a.s.] was the rightful leader after the Messenger
of Allah (5).' Upon hearing this, the old man took a deep breath and let out a
sob before saying: 'l accept this,' just as his soul left his body.

1. This could have been the name of his nephew or, if read with tashdid, it could mean
that his nephew knew about and had accepted the wilayah of the Ahu 'I-bayt (‘a.s.). (tr).
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"We came to Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) and ‘Al ibni 's-Sariyy informed him
about what had transpired. Abt ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'He is one of the
people of Paradise.' ‘Ali ibni 's-Sariyy said: 'He did not know anything
about this matter until the last moment of his life.' He [ ‘a.s.] replied: 'So
what {more] do you want from him? By Allah, he has been granted entry
into Paradise!'"

- 194 -
Chapter on
Minor Lapses

2986-1. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) Abid
Ayyitib (-) Muhammad ibn Muslim that Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"I asked him: '"What is your opinion regarding the verse wherein Allah,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty, says: Those who avoid major sins
and indecencies, excepting minor [and occasional] /apses, (Qur., 53:32)?'
He [ ‘a.s.] replied: 'It refers to the sin that a person commits and then keeps
away from for as long as Allah wills before returning to it once again.'"
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2987-2. Abii ‘Ali al-Ash‘ari (—) Muhammad ibn ¢ Abdi 'l-Jabbar (—) Safwan
(-) al-°Ala’ (-) Muhammad ibn Muslim that one of them (‘a.s.) said [when]:

"T asked him [ ‘a.s. — about the verse]: Those who avoid major sins and
indecencies, excepting minor [and occasional] /apses, (ibid.) He [‘a.s.]
said: 'Lapses after lapses, meaning sin after sin that a servant commits.' "

2988-3. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (=) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Yinus that Ishaq
ibn ‘Ammar said:

"Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'There is no servant but that he has a sin
that he abandons for a time and then goes back to committing it. This
is what Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, refers to when He
says: ... excepting minor [and occasional] /apses.' And I asked him [ ‘a.s.]
about the verse: Those who avoid major sins and indecencies, excepting
minor [and occasional] lapses (ibid.) so he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The indecencies
are fornication and theft while the minor sins are the lapses of a person for
which he seeks forgiveness from Allah.'"

2989—4. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (—) al-Harith
ibn Bahram that ‘Amr ibn Jami* said:

"Aba ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: "Whoever comes to us seeking knowledge,
the Qur’an and its interpretation, then permit him to come, but whoever
comes to us in order to expose a [person's] fault which Allah has hidden,
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then keep him away.' A person who was present said to him: 'May I be
made your ransom! By Allah, I have been committing a sin for a long time
and I always wish to turn away from it to something else [which is good]
but am unable to do so.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'If you are true [in your intention]
then verily Allah loves you, and nothing prevents Him from turning you
away from it except that He wants you to [remember and] fear Him.'"

2990-5. *Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Hammad ibn ‘Isa [(-) Hariz]
(-) Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar that Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"There is no [minor] sin but that a believing servant is inclined towards
it, he leaves it for some time but then lapses to it. This is what is referred
to by Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, in the verse: Those
who avoid major sins and indecencies, excepting minor [and occasional]
lapses. (Qur., 53:32) The 'lapser’ is a servant who keeps on committing
sins, though they are not part of his character i.e. his nature."

2991-6. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (—) a group of our co-sectarians
(-) Sahl ibn Ziyad, both of them () Ibn Mahbib that Ibn Ri’ab said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: 'Dishonesty, miserliness and indecency
are not the traits of a believer. However, he may sometimes exhibit some of
these traits for short spans.' He [ ‘a.s.] was asked: 'So he may fornicate?' He
[ ‘a.s.] replied: "Yes, but no child is sired by him in this way.'"
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- 195 -
Chapter on
The Tripartite Classification of Sins

[
-

-

2992-1. ‘AlT ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) ‘Abdu 'r-Rahman ibn
Hammad (-) some of his co-sectarians, rafa ‘ahu, said:

"Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a.s.) ascended the pulpit in Kiifah and after
praising and glorifying Allah, he said: 'O people! Sins are of three types...'
Then he became silent, so Habbatu 'l- Araniy said: 'O Amir al-Mu’minin!
You said that sins are of three types and then fell silent.' He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'l
did not mention them but with the intention of expounding on them, but I
was over-come by breathlessness which prevented me from continuing my
speech. Yes, sins are of three types: The sin that is forgiven, the sin that is
not forgiven and the sin which we hope will be forgiven and whose conse-
quence we fear.'! He said: 'O Amir al-Mu’minin! Explain these [sins] to us.'

"He [‘as.] said: "Yes. As for the sin that is forgiven, it is the one
which Allah punishes a servant for in this world, and Allah is kinder and
more compassionate than to punish His servant twice [for the same sin].
Regarding the sin that is not forgiven, it is the injustice that is done by some
people to others. When Allah, the Blessed and the Sublime, addressed His
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creation, He swore upon Himself saying: "By My Glory and Majesty, I
will not accept the injustice of any oppressor, even if it be [as small as] a
palm striking a palm or rubbing against a palm, or even the butting of an
unhorned animal by a horned one, so each servant will be avenged until
there remains no unrequited injustice of one upon another." It is then that
they will be sent to account for their deeds. As for the third type of sin,
it is one that Allah has kept hidden from His creation and has granted
man permission to repent for, such that he becomes fearful of his sin and
hopeful in [the mercy of] his Lord. We too in turn, feel for him as he feels
for himself. We hope that he receives mercy and fear his chastisement.'"

2993-2. “‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Yunus (-) Ibn
Bukayr (-) Zurarah that Humran said:

"I asked Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) whether a man who is sentenced to [death
by] stoning, in accordance with the Islamic penal code, would be punished
[again] in the Hereafter." He [ ‘a.s.] said: "Allah is more benevolent than
that."
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- 196 -
Chapter on
The Hastening of Punishment for Sin

2994-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (=)
al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib () ‘Abdullah ibn Sinan (-) Hamzah ibn Humran (-)
his father that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily when Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, plans to honor
a servant who has committed a sin, He tries him with illness. If He does not
do this, then He tries him with indigence. If He does not do this, He makes
his death very difficult so that it may be a requital for his sin." Then he
[‘a.s.] said: "And if He intends to demean a servant who has performed a
good deed, He grants him physical well-being. If He does not do this, then
He increases his sustenance. If He does not do this, He makes his death
very easy so that He may reward him thereby for that good deed."

2995-2. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim () his father (-) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (—) Isma‘il
ibn IbrahTm that al-Hakam ibn ‘Utaybah said:

"Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'Verily, when the sins of a [believing]
servant abound and he has no [good] deeds that can expiate them, he is
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tried by melancholy as an atonement [for his sins].'"

2996-3. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (-) Ja‘far ibn
Muhammad al-Ash‘ari (-) Ibnu 'l-Qaddah that Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (s) said: 'Allah, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, said: "By My Glory and Majesty, I will not take any servant,
whom [ wish to be merciful to, from the world until I have requited every
sin that he committed, either through physical ailments, or by straitening
his sustenance, or by causing him fear in his life. If anything remains [of
his sins] after this, I make his death painful.

"' "By My Glory and Majesty, I will not take any servant, whom I wish
to chastise, from the world until I have recompensed him for every good
deed he performed, either by increasing his sustenance, or by granting him
physical well-being, or by allowing him to live his life in peace. Then, if
anything remains [of his good deeds] I make his death easy."'"

2997-4. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid () Ibn Mahbiib () Hisham ibn Salim that Aban ibn Taghlib said:

"Abi ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said: '"Verily, when a believer sees a frightening
dream, he is thereby forgiven for his sins, and when he suffers a physical
ailment, he is forgiven thereby for his sins.'"
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2998-5. ‘Al1 ibn Ibrahim (~) his father (-) Ibn Abt ‘Umayr (-) as-Sariyy
ibn Khalid that Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"When Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, wishes good for a
servant, He hastens his punishment in this world, and when He wishes ill
for a servant, He withholds his punishment until he is made to face it on
the Day of Resurrection."

2999-6. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (—) Muhammad
ibni 'l-Hasan ibn Shammiin (-) ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abdi 'r-Rahman (—) Masma®
ibn ‘Abdi 'I-Malik that Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a.s.) said about the Word of Allah, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty: Whatever affliction befalls you, is because of
what your [own] hands have wrought, and He excuses many [an offense]
(Qur., 42:30): 'There is no twisting of a vein, nor being [accidentally]
injured by a rock, nor a slip of the foot, nor a scratch of a thorn except as
a consequence of some sin — and indeed that which Allah forgives is much
more. Therefore, he whose punishment for sin is hastened by Allah in this
world should know that Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, is
more benevolent and greater [in compassion] than to have him punished
again in the Hereafter.'"
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3000~7. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Is (-)
al-‘Abbas ibn Miisa al-Warraq (—) ‘Ali al-Ahmasi (—) a man that Abi Ja‘far
(‘as.)said:

"The Messenger of Allah (s) said: '"Worry and grief continue afflicting a
believer until they wipe away all his sins.'"

3001-8. From him (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad* and ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim
(-) his father, both of them (—) Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) al-Harith ibn Bahram
that ‘Amr ibn Jumay* said:

"I heard Abid ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: "Verily the believing servant faces
distress in this world until he leaves it with no sin in his record.'"

3002-9. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Ibn Abi ‘Umayr (-) “Al1 al-
Ahmasi (-) a man that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Worry and grief continue afflicting a believer until none of his sins remain."

3003-10. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) ‘Ali
ibn al-Hakam (-) Mu‘awiyah ibn Wahb that Abt ‘Abdillzh (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah () said: 'Allah, to Whom belong Might and
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Majesty, said: "There is no servant whom I wish to place in Paradise but
that I test him with physical malady. If that suffices to expiate his sins, then
so be it, otherwise I make his death very difficult so that he may come to
Me free of sin. Then I grant him entry into Paradise.

"'"And there is no servant whom 1 wish to place in the Fire but that
I grant him physical well-being. If that suffices as his recompense, then
so be it, otherwise I grant him security from his [tyrannical] ruler. If that
suffices what is owed to him [of recompense] then so be it, otherwise I
increase his sustenance. If this is sufficient repayment [for his good deeds]
then so be it, otherwise I make his death easy, so that he may come before
me with no [unrecompensed] good deed in his record. Then I place him in
the Fire.""'"

3004-11. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (—) Muhammad
ibn Uramah (-) an-Nadr ibn Suwayd (-) Durust ibn Abi Mansir () Ibn
Muskan (-) one of our co-sectarians that Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"One of the Prophets of the Banii Isra’il passed by a man, half of whose
body was under a wall while the other half was outside, with birds having
tousled it and dogs having mangled it. As he walked on, he came to a town
and when he entered it, he saw that one of its aristocrat elites had died and
his body was placed upon a bier that was decorated with silk brocade and
had incense burning on its four sides. [Upon seeing this] he said: 'O Lord,
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I bear witness that You are a Just God who never oppresses His servants.
That servant [who was under the wall] never ascribed any partners to You
for even an instant, yet You caused him to die in that [gruesome] manner,
while this servant never believed in You even for an instant, yet You caused
him to die thus (with honor and respect)?' He replied: 'O My servant, I am
as you described — a Just God. I never oppress [any of My servants]. That
[first] servant of Mine had some misdeed or sin that he committed so I
caused him to die in that manner in order that he should meet Me without
any [unrequited] sin, whereas this servant of Mine had some good deeds,
so I caused him to die in this way so that he would meet Me without any
[unrewarded] good deed.'"

3005-12. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Ibn Mahbiib that Abu 's-Sabbah al-Kinani said:

"I was with Aba ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) when an old man came to see him.
He said: 'O Abi ‘Abdillah! I wish to complain to you about my children
and their undutiful behaviour towards me, and about my brothers and their
injustice towards me in my old age.’ Abii ‘Abdillah (‘as.) said: 'O so-and-
so, verily truth has its dominion and falsehood has its dominion, and each
of the two is subservient to the dominion of its master. Indeed, the least
thing that affects a believer in the dominion of falsehood is impiety from
his children and oppression from his brothers. And every believer who
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enjoys comfort within the domain of falsehood will surely be afflicted
before his death, either by physical ailments or through his children or
wealth, until Allah purifies him of what he has earned in the dominion of
falsehood and bestows upon him his share in the dominion of truth; so be
patient and take comfort [in this].'"

-197 -
Chapter on
The Consequences of Sins

3006—1. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad (-)
Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) al-‘Abbas ibni'l-‘Ala’ (-) Mujahid (-) his
father that Aba ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"The sins that alter [and diminish] blessings include rebelliousness,
the sins that give rise to regret include murder, the sins that bring down
[divine] wrath include oppression, those that rent the veil [of modesty]
include drinking wine, those that hinder sustenance include fornication,
those that hasten annihilation include severing ties with near relatives, and
those that cause supplications to be rejected and darken one's surroundings
include being undutiful to one's parents."
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3007-2. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) Ibn Mahbiib that Ishaq ibn
‘Ammar said:

"I heard Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: 'My father (‘a.s.) used to say: "We
seek refuge with Allah from the sins that hasten annihilation, bring our
deaths closer and lay waste to our homes, namely: severing ties with near
relatives, being undutiful and abandoning kindness [to parents].""'"

3008-3. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim () Ayyub ibn Nih (-) or some of his co-
sectarians (—) Ayyub that Safwan ibn Yahya said:

"One of our co-sectarians informed me saying: 'Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.)
said: "When four things become prevalent, four things come about: When
fornication becomes prevalent, earthquakes come about; when tyrannical
rule becomes prevalent, rain becomes scarce; when peace-pacts are broken,
the polytheists gain sovereignty over the Muslims; and when alms-tax is
withheld, indigence comes about.""' "
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-198 -
Chapter on
Uncommon Traditions

3009-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Tsa (-)
al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib (-) ‘Abdu 'l-‘Aziz al-‘Abdi that Ibn AbT Ya‘fur said:

"] heard Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: 'Allah, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, said: "Verily, when one of My servants commits a grave sin, for
which he deserves My punishment in the world and Hereafter, I look at
what is good for him with respect to his Hereafter and then hasten his
punishment in the world so as to requite him for his sin. I decree the
punishment for his sin and then leave it without finalizing it — and I have
the prerogative of withholding punishment [as I see fit]. All this while
My servant knows nothing of it. I hesitate many times about finalizing
his punishment and in the end I withhold it from him and do not confirm
it, out of not wanting to hurt him and in order to avoid any harm to come
to him. | therefore extend My mercy and forgiveness to him out of love,
and in order to recompense him for his many supererogatory actions by
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which he sought nearness to Me, during the night and day, and I turn away
that tribulation from him even after decreeing it, and I suspend it as the
prerogative of finalizing it lies with Me. Then I record for him the great
reward of bearing such a tribulation and save that [for him] and increase
his rewards, while he is unaware of it and while no harm reaches him — and
I am Allah, the Generous, the Benevolent, the Merciful."'"

-199 -
Chapter on
More Uncommon Traditions

3010-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) Ibn
Faddal that Ibn Bukayr said:

"l asked Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) about the Word of Allah, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty: Whatever affliction befalls you, is because
of what your [own] hands have wrought, (Qur., 42:30). He [ ‘a.s.] said:
'[completing the verse]: ...and He excuses many [an offense).' I said: 'This
is not what I meant. What is the reasoning behind that which befell ‘Ali
and those like him from the Ahlu ‘I-bayt (‘a.s.)? He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'Indeed the
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Messenger of Allah (s) used to seek forgiveness from Allah seventy times
a day without [ever] having sinned.'"

3011-2. A group of our co-sectarians (-) Sahl ibn Ziyad* and ‘Ali ibn
Ibrahim (-) his father, both of them (—) Ibn Mahbiib that ‘Alf ibn Ri’ab said:

"T asked Abt ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) about the Word of Aliah, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty: Whatever affliction befalls you, is because of what
your [own] hands have wrought...(ibid.) [saying]: 'Is it that what befell
‘Al and his Ahlu 'I-bayt (‘a.s.) after him was the result of what their own
hands wrought, while they are the household of purity and infallibility?'
He [ ‘a.s.] said: "Verily, the Messenger of Allah (s) used to repent and seek
forgiveness from Allah a hundred times every day and night without ever
having committed a sin. Indeed, Allah causes certain hardships to befall His
close friends in order to grant them a special reward [for their patience],
without their having sinned.'"

3012-3. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim, rafa ‘ahu said:

"When ‘Al ibni 'l-Husayn (‘a.s.) was taken to Yazid ibn Mu awiyah
and made to stand before him, Yazid, may Allah's curse be upon him, said:
'"Whatever affliction befalls you, is because of what your [own] hands have
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wrought, (ibid.).' ‘Al1 ibni 'l-Husayn ( ‘a.s.) said: 'This verse is not about us.
In fact, about us is the Word of Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty:
No affliction befalls the earth or yourselves but it is in a Book before We
bring it about, that is indeed easy for Allah, (Qur., 57:22).'"

-200-
Chapter on [how]
Allah Wards Off [Divine Wrath] From Those
Who Don't Do [Good] Because of Those Who Do [Good]

3013-1. ‘Aliibn Ibrahim (-) his father (—) ‘AlTibn Ma‘bad (-) ‘ Abdullah
ibni 'I-Qasim (-) Yiinus ibn Zibyan that Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily Allah wards off [divine wrath] from those of our followers who
don't pray because of those of our followers who pray. If all of them were
to abandon prayers, they would be destroyed.

"Verily Allah wards off [divine wrath] from those of our followers who
don't give alms-tax (zakat) because of those of our followers who do give
the alms-tax. If all of them were to stop giving the alms-tax, they would
be destroyed.
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"And indeed Allah wards off [divine wrath] from those of our followers
who don't perform pilgrimage (hajj) because of those of our followers who
do perform the pilgrimage. If all of them were to abandon the pilgrimage,
they would be destroyed. This is what is meant by the Word of Allah, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty: Were it not for Allah's repelling some
people by means of others, the earth would surely have been corrupted;
but Allah is gracious to the creatures, (Qur., 2:251). By Allah this verse
was only revealed regarding you and it addresses no one other than you."

—-201 -
Chapter on [how]
Abandoning Sin is Easier than Seeking Repentance

3014—1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa
(-) ‘Al1 ibni 'l-Hakam (-) one of his co-sectarians that Abu 'l-‘Abbas al-
Baqgbagq [said:]

"Abi ‘Abdillah( ‘a.s.)said:'Amiral-Mu’minin ( ‘a.s.) said: "Abandoning
sin is easier than seeking repentance. How many times has momentary
pleasure brought about prolonged remorse; and death unmasks this world,
leaving no joy for the possessor of wisdom."""
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-202 -
Chapter on
Gradual Ruin

3015-1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
*Alf ibni 'I-Hakam (-) ‘Abdullah ibn Jundab that Sufyan ibni 's-Simt said:

"Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: "When Allah wants good for a servant
who has sinned, He sends down tribulations and reminds him to seek
forgiveness. And when Allah wishes ill for a servant who has sinned, He
sends down blessings and causes him to forget to seek forgiveness and
stubbornly continue sinning. This is what is meant by the Word of Allah,
to Whom belong Might and Majesty [when He says]: We will draw them
gradually [into ruin), from whence they do not know (Qur., 7:182) i.e. with
blessings when they sin.'"

3016-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad* and ‘Ali ibn
Ibrahim (-) his father, both of them (—) Ibn Mahbiib (-) Ibn Ri’ab that one
of his co-sectarians said:

"Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) was asked about gradual ruin (istidraj) so he
said: 'It is when a servant commits a sin and is granted respite and given
more blessings which preoccupy him from seeking forgiveness for his sins.
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Such an individual falls into gradual ruin from whence he knows not.

3017-3. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
Muhammad ibn Sinan (-) ‘Ammar ibn Marwan that Sama‘ah ibn Mihran
said:

"l asked Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) about the Word of Allah, to Whom
belong Might and Majesty: We will draw them gradually [into ruin)], from
whence they do not know, (Qur., 7:182). He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'It is [regarding] the
servant who commits a sin so his blessings are increased and he becomes
preoccupied by the blessings from seeking forgiveness for that sin [he
committed].'"

3018-—4. ‘Aliibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) al-Qasim ibn Muhammad (-)
Sulayman [ibn Dawiid] al-MingarT (~) Hafs ibn Ghiyath that Abu ‘Abdillah
(‘a.s.) said:

"How many a person is beguiled by what Allah has blessed him with,
and how many a person falls into gradual ruin because Allah conceals his
misdeed, and how many a person loses his bearings because of the praise
that people heap upon him!"
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-203 -
Chapter on
Accounting for One's Actions

3019-1. ‘Aliibn Ibrahim (—) his father* and a group of our co-sectarians
(-) Sahl ibn Ziyad, both of them (-) al-Hasan ibn Mahbiib (-) ‘Alf ibn
Ri’ab (-) Abii Hamzah that ‘Alf ibni 'l-Husayn ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Amir al-Mu’minin ( ‘a.s.) used to say: 'Indeed time is divided into three
periods and you are always amid them: The past which has gone and will
never return, so if you did good in it, you will not be saddened by its
departure and will rejoice in what you face as a result of it, and if you were
neglectful in it, then your regret for the lost opportunity will be great.

"'The present is the time you are in, and you have no knowledge of the
morrow. You do not know whether you will reach it or not, and if you do,
whether you will fall short in it the way you did in the past. Thus, one of your
three periods, in which you were negligent, has passed, and another is what
you are awaiting without any certainty about eschewing negligence therein,
so the only thing that remains is the present, this day that you are currently in.

"'Hence, it behooves you to ponder and reflect upon what you neglected
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yesterday and the opportunity that you lost to perform virtuous actions and
eschew misdeeds. In addition to this, you are not sure that you will see
tomorrow and are uncertain of earning virtue [by performing good deeds]
or shunning vice if you do. You are thus in the same state on the next day
as you were on the previous one. Therefore, [you should] work like the
person who hopes for nothing of the future and only thinks of his present
day and night, and who acts [virtuously] or avoids [evil] accordingly, and
Allah is the Helper [to turn to] in this.'"

3020-2. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Hammad ibn ‘Isa (—) Ibrahim
ibn ‘Amr al-Ymanf that Abu 'l-Hasan al-Madi, may the blessings of Allah
be upon him, said:

"One who does not hold himself to account [for his actions] everyday,
praying to Allah to enable him to perform more good deeds and seeking
for-giveness and repenting for the sins he has committed, is not from us."

3021-3. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
‘Al ibni 'n-Nu‘man (-) Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar (-) Abu 'n-Nu‘man al-‘IjIi that
Abii Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:
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"O Abu 'n-Nu‘mén! Let the people not delude you [and preoccupy you]
from yourself, for indeed the matter pertains to you alone, not them. Do
not pass your day with frivolous activity, for indeed with you is one who
records your deeds. Do good, for [ have not seen anything quicker or more
effective in atoning for past sins than novel good deeds."

*A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid
(-) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa (-) one of our co-sectarians (=) Abu 'n-Nu‘man:
Something similar [as above].

3022—4. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa (-) one of our co-sectarians that Abii ¢Abdillah
(‘a.s.) said:

"Be patient with the world, for it is transient. You will not find in that
which has already passed of it any pain or joy, and you know not of what is
to come [in the future]. It is thus only your present moment which you are
in [that you have to endure], so be patient in worshipping Allah and remain
patient in eschewing disobedience of Allah.”

3023-5. From him' (-) one of our co-sectarians, rafa ‘ahu said:

1. Here and in what follows, refers to Ahmad ibn Muhammad, and in some copies [his
co-sectarian].
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"Aba ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'Bear your burden yourself, for if you do
not do so, nobody else will bear it for you.'"

3024-6. From him, rafa ‘ahu said:

"Abu ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said to a man: 'You have been made the physician
of your [own] soul. The malady has been explained to you, you have been
taught the symptoms of health and shown the remedy. So, pay heed to how
you care for yourself.'"

3025-7. From him, rafa‘ahu said:

"Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said to a man: 'Consider your heart [to be]
a virtuous companion or a dutiful son, and your actions as a parent that
follows it. Consider your [carnal] soul an enemy that you struggle against,
and your wealth a loan that is to be returned.'"

3026-8. [And] from him, rafa ‘ahu said:

"Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'Hold your soul back from that which is
harmful for it before it separates from you, and strive to set it free [from
the shackles of sin] in the same way that you strive to earn your livelihood,
for indeed [the condition of] your soul is dependent upon your actions.'"

3027-9. From him () one of his co-sectarians, rafa ‘ahu said:
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"Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'How many a seeker of this world failed to
attain it and he who attained it had to depart from it, so let not your desire
for this world preoccupy you from your work [for the hereafter], and seek
it [only] from the One who grants it and owns it. How many a covetous
person has been struck down by it, occupying all his time with what he has
acquired of it and neglecting his hereafter, until his life is wasted away and
he is taken by death.'”

And Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: "The incarcerated one is he who has
been imprisoned by his world [and kept] from his hereafter."

3028-10. And from him, rafa ‘ahu that Abt Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"When a man becomes forty years of age, it is said to him: 'Take pre-
caution, for indeed you have no excuse.' And indeed, a man of forty years is
not in greater need of precaution than a twenty-year-old man, for verily that
which seeks them both is the same, and it is not dormant. So, work for what is
in front of you of the terrors [of the hereafter] and eschew excessive speech.”

3029~-11. From him () ‘Alf ibni 'I-Hakam (-) Hassan that Zayd ash-
Shahham said:

"Abt ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: 'Take from yourself for yourself. Take from
it in good health before sickness [strikes], and in strength before weakness
[overcomes you], and in life before death [overtakes you]."'"
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3030-12. From him (-) ‘Alf ibni 'l-Hakam (-) Hisham ibn S3lim (-)
one of our co-sectarians that Abii ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"When [each] day dawns, it says: 'O son of Adam! Do good works in this
day and I will bear witness to it before your Lord on the Day of Resurrection,
for indeed, I have not come to you in the past and will never come to you
again in the future.' And when night falls, it says the same thing."

3031-13. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alld ibn Muhammad
(-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (—) Shu‘ayb ibn ‘Abdillah (-) one of his co-
sectarians rafa ‘ahu said:

"A man came to Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a.s.) and said: 'O Amir al-
Mu’minin! Advise me about a single aspect of righteousness by which
[ may attain salvation.! Amir al-Mu’minin ( ‘a.s.) replied: 'O questioner!
Listen, understand, be certain, and then apply [it]. Know that people are of
three types: The ascetics, the patient ones, and the seekers [of this world].

"'As for the ascetic, [worldly] sadness and joy have departed from his
heart, so nothing of this world ever makes him joyous when acquired or
causes him despair when lost. Hence he is [always] at ease. As for the
patient one, he desires this world in his heart, but when he acquires it, he
restrains himself and keeps away from [what is unlawful of] it because
of its evil consequences. If you were to look into his heart, you would
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be amazed at his self-restraint, modesty and resolve. As for the seeker,
he cares not from whence the world comes to him, whether it be from
lawful sources or un-lawful. He does not care about that which impugns
his reputation, destroys his soul or removes his magnanimity. Such people
are indeed drowning in the deluge [of this world].'"

3032-14. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-)
Muham-mad ibn Sinan (—~) Muhammad ibn Hakim, whoever narrated to
him that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Amir al-Mu’minin, may the blessings of Allah be upon him, said:
"Nothing that benefits one on the Day of Resurrection is considered trivial
and nothing that harms one on the Day of Resurrection is considered trivial,
so behave regarding that which Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
has informed you, as one who has witnessed it with his own eyes.'"

3033-15. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) his father* and ‘Ali ibn Muhammad
al-Qasani, both of them (-) al-Qasim ibn Muhammad (—) Sulayman al-
Mingqari that Hafs ibn Ghiyath said:

"I heard Aba ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) say: 'If you are able to remain unknown,
then do so. No harm will come to you if people do not praise you, and
no harm will come to you if people consider you blameworthy if you
are praiseworthy in the sight of Allah.' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'My [grand]
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father, ‘Alf ibn Abi Talib (‘a.s.) said: "There is no good in life except
- for two individuals: he who increases in righteousness every day and he

who anticipates his death by seeking repentance. And how will he attain
forgiveness? By Allah, if he were to prostrate until his neck was severed,
Allah, the Blessed and the Sublime, would not accept his repentance unless
it was accompanied by our wilayah, [i.e. wilayah of] the Ahlu 'I-bayt."

"'Indeed, he who understands our rights and hopes for reward through us,
being satisfied with a daily provision of half a mudd (approx. 375 grams),
and that which is sufficient to cover his private parts and shelter his head —
and such people are, by Allah, fearful and scared even with this, they prefer
this to be their only share of the world [and give away the rest]. Allah, to
Whom belong Might and Majesty, has described them thus: And [those] who
give whatever they give while their hearts tremble with awe that they are
going to return to their Lord, (Qur., 23:60).' Then he [ ‘a.s.] said: 'That which
they give, they give, by Allah, out of obedience, love and wilayah. And as
they do so, they are fearful. Their fear is not a fear of doubt, rather it is fear
of falling short in their love for us and obedience towards us.'"

3034-16. ‘Al1 ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Ibn Mahbiib (—) Ibrahim
ibn Mihzam that al-Hakam ibn Salim said:

"A group came to him and he counselled them, then he said: 'There is none
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among you but that he has seen Paradise and what it contains, and has seen
the Fire and what it contains, as long as you believe in the Book [of Allah].'"

3035-17. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) ‘Uthman ibn Isa that Sama‘ah said:

"I heard Abu 'l-Hasan ( ‘a.s.) say: 'Do not consider abundant good to be
ample and do not consider little sin to be insignificant, for indeed small
sins accumulate until they abound. Fear Allah in secret in order to fulfil
your duty [to Him] and hasten towards obedience of Allah. Be truthful in
your speech and fulfill the trusts [that have been entrusted to you]. All this
will surely benefit you. And do not enter into that which is unlawful, for it
will surely harm you.""

3036-18. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (—) [bn Mahbub (—) Abid Ayyib
(-) Muhammad ibn Muslim said that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"How good are the virtuous actions [performed] after [atoning for] evil
deeds, and how ugly are the evil deeds [that are committed] after virtuous
actions!"

3037-19. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Abi ‘Abdillah (-)
Ibn Faddal, the person whom he mentioned that Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:
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"Indeed, you are in the grasp of death and have a limited lifespan [in this
world]. Death comes suddenly, so whoever sows virtue, harvests felicity
and whoever sows evil, harvests regret. Each sower reaps what he sows.
The slow one among you does not lose his share, and the greedy one does
not acquire more than what has been destined for him. Whoever is given
some-thing good, it is Allah who grants it to him, and whoever is protected
from something evil, it is Allah who protects him."

3038-20. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) one
of his co-sectarians (-) al-Hasan ibn AlT ibn Abi ‘Uthman (-) Wasil (-)
‘Abdullah ibn Sinan that Aba ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"A man came to Abii Dharr and said: 'O Abii Dharr! Why is it that we
hate death?' He replied: 'Because you have built your world and ruined
your hereafter, so you hate to move from that which is developed to that
which lies in ruins.' The man said: '"How do you envision our meeting with
Allah?' He said: 'As for the righteous one among you, it will be like one
who has been away [for a long time] returning to his family. However, for
the sinner among you, it will be like the runaway slave being returned to
his master.' The man asked: 'How do you envision our state before Allah?'
He said: 'Gauge your actions by the Book of Allah. Verily, Allah says:
Indeed the righteous shall be in bliss and the vicious shall be in hell, (Qur.,
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82:13-14)." The man said: 'Then where is the mercy of Allah?' He replied:
'"The mercy of Allah is close to the virtuous, (Qur., 7:56).'"

Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said: "A man wrote to Abil Dharr, may Allah be
pleased with him, saying: 'O Abu Dharr! Share some knowledge with me.'
So, Abii Dharr wrote back saying: 'Indeed knowledge is vast, but if you are
able to avoid hurting the one you love then do so.' The man said to him: 'Is
it possible for a person to hurt the one he loves?'"! He said: 'Yes. Your soul is
the most beloved to you, yet when you disobey Allah, you have harmed it!' "

3039-21. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa that Sama‘ah said:

"T heard Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: 'Be patient in obeying Allah and
persevere in eschewing the disobedience of Allah, for indeed this world
is only transient. You will not find any joy or sorrow for that which has
passed, and you do not know about that which is yet to come. So be patient
in the present moment, for you shall [soon] be in a state of bliss.'"

3040-22. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (—) Yiinus (-) a man
that Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

1. This may have been a question put to the Imam (‘a.s.) to clarify what Abii Dharr meant,
or it could be a clarification sought by the man who initially wrote to Abd Dharr. (t7:)
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"al-Khidhr said to Miisa (‘a.s.): 'O Misa! The more important of your
two days is the day which is in front of you, so consider what day it is, and
prepare your response for it. Indeed, you will be stopped and questioned
[on that day]. Take admonition from time, for indeed time is as lengthy as
it is short, so work as though you see the reward of your actions, and let it
make you more desirous of the hereafter. For that which comes [to you] of
this world is similar to that which has turned away.'"

3041-23. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad (=) A group
of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad () Ya‘qiib ibn Yazid, the person
whom he mentioned that Aba ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"It was said to Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a.s.): 'Advise us in summary.' He
(‘a.s.) said: 'This world is such that there is accountability for what is lawful
in it and punishment for what is unlawful. Where, then, can you get repose
when you do not follow the practice of your Prophet? You seek that which
makes you transgress and are not pleased with that which suffices you.'"
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-204 -
Chapter on
Those Who Find Faults in Others

3042-1. ‘Aliibn Ibrahim (-) his father* and a group of our co-sectarians
(-) Sahl ibn Ziyad, both of them (-) Ibn Abi Najran (-) ‘Asim ibn Hamid
(-) Abu 'th-Thumali that Abi Ja‘far ( ‘a.s.) said:

"The virtue that brings quickest reward is righteousness, and the vice
that brings quickest punishment is transgression. It suffices as a flaw for
one to look for the faults of others while turning a blind eye to himself,
or for him to disparage others for what he cannot himself eschew, or for
him to disturb his companion with [comments about] that which does not
concern him."

3043-2. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa ()
‘Al1 ibni 'n-Nu‘man (-) Ibn Muskan that Abii Hamzah said:

"I heard ‘Ali ibni 'l-Husayn (‘a.s.) say: 'The Messenger of Allah ()
said: "It suffices as a flaw for one to look at the fault in others which he
ignores in himself and to disturb his companion with [comments about]
that which does not concern him."""
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3044-3. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) al-Husayn ibn Ishaq (-) ‘Al ibn
Mahziyar (—) Hammad ibn ‘Tsa (-) al-Husayn ibn Mukhtar (-) some of his
co-sectarians that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"It suffices as a flaw for one to look for faults in people while ignoring
his own state, or to fault others for something that he has in himself [and]
from which he is not able to turn away, or to disturb his companion with
[comments about] that which does not concern him."

3045—4. Alf ibn Ibrahim (-) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Ytnus (-) Aba
‘Abdu 'r-Rahman al-A‘raj and ‘Amr ibn Aban (—) Abi Hamzah that Aba
Ja‘far (‘a.s.) and ‘Ali ibni 'l-Husayn, may the blessings of Allah be upon
both of both, said:

"The virtue that brings quickest reward is righteousness, and the vice
that brings quickest punishment is transgression. It suffices as a flaw for
one to look at the faults of others while turning a blind eye to his own
faults, or to disturb his companion with [comments about] that which does
not concern him, or to forbid people from that which he himself is not able
to eschew.”
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Chapter on [how]
A Mauslim is not Punished for
What he Did in Jahiliyyah

3046-1. Muhammad ibn Yahya (~) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-)
Ibn Mahbiib (-) Jamil ibn Salih (—) Abi ‘Ubaydah that Abi Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"The people came to the Messenger of Allah (s), after they had accepted
Islam, and said: 'O Messenger of Allah! Will any of us be punished for
what he used to do during the Age of Ignorance (al-jahiliyyah) after
he has accepted Islam?' The Messenger of Allah (s) replied: 'He whose
submission is sincere and whose conviction is sound, Allah, the Blessed
and the Sublime, will not punish him for what he did during the Age of
Ignorance. As for one whose submission is mere mockery and who does
not have sound belief and conviction, he shall be punished by Allah, the
Blessed and the Sublime, for the former and latter.'"

3047-2. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (-) al-Qasim ibn Muhammad
al-Jawhari (-) al-Minqari that Fuday! ibn ‘Ayyad said:
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"I asked Abii ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) whether a person who becomes a devout
Muslim would be punished for what he did during the Age of Ignorance?
He [ ‘a.s.] said: 'The Prophet (5) said: "He whose submission is sincere will
not be punished for what he did in the Age of Ignorance, but he whose
submission is insincere will be punished for the former and the latter."'"

—~206 -
Chapter on [how]
Disbelief, When Followed by Repentance,
Does not Invalidate Actions

3048-1. ‘Al1 ibn Ibrahim (-) his father () Ibn Mahbtb and others (-)
al-‘Ala’ ibn Razin (-) Muhammad ibn Muslim that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Whoever was a believer and did good deeds while he was a Muslim,
and then became a disbeliever when he was struck by a trial, after which he
repented [and once again accepted Islam], the good deeds that he performed
while he [first] believed are preserved for him and his disbelief does not
invalidate them since he repented after his disbelief."

836

https://downloadshiabooks.com/



AL-KAFI/ Belief and UnBelief ~ Ch. 207 /Y.v -\ A 5 oYt/ s

_* .v_
eI o pblaall Y

u;(.a..‘\u f\&éﬁ)ébjd%:f;bb‘wfdodﬁ—\/v~iﬁ
:me

e ks dfu“v“d‘ffr’)fﬁ'égs‘
) 19

o < -0

Hlaié .U\,. Az .uxf uw\ o,\; \‘/Y’.o.
u‘u"“"u’ S o S o

16 um.\.pd\u;, o B
°’Gf3ﬁﬁqw;w\fgyw&y3;af» | &) Jyis s

-

Cae g B ;T,u\.;dﬂ_,m;m;g;

* % % % Xk

-207 -
Chapter on
Those Who are Shielded from Tribulation

3049-1. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad* and ‘Alf ibn
Ibrahim (-) his father, both of them (-) Ibn Mahbiub [and others] (-) Aba
Hamzah that Aba Ja‘far (‘a.s.) said:

"Verily, Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has certain select
individuals whom He distances from tribulation. He makes them live
healthy lives, grants them well-being, causes them to die in comfort, raises
them [from the grave] in ease and places them in the serenity of Paradise."

3050-2. A group of our co-sectarians (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid (-) ‘Uthman ibn ‘Isa that Ishaq ibn ‘Ammar said:

"I heard Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: "Verily Allah, to Whom belong Might
and Majesty, created a [special] creation whom He distanced from tribulation.
He created them in well-being, makes them live in well-being, causes them
to die in well-being and makes them enter Paradise in well-being.'"
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3051-3. ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim (-) his father* and a group of our co-
sectarians (—) Sahl ibn Ziyad, both of them (-) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad (-)
Ibnu 'I-Qaddah that Abu “Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Verily Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has certain select
individuals among His creation upon whom He showers His blessings and
grants well-being. He makes them enter Paradise out of His Mercy, and
tribulations and trials pass them by without causing them any harm."

—-208 -
Chapter on
That for Which the Ummabh is
Not Held Responsible

3052-1. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad that
Abi Dawiid al-Mustariq said: ‘Umar ibn Marwan said:

"I heard Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: 'The Messenger of Allah (s5) said:
"There are four things that my nation (ummah) will not be held accountable
for: Their mistakes, what they forget, what they are forced to do and what
they are incapable of doing. And that is the Word of Allah, to Whom belong
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Might and Majesty: Our Lord! Take us not to task if we forget or make
mistakes! Our Lord! Place not upon us a burden as You placed on those
who were before us! Our Lord! Lay not upon us what we have no strength
to bear! (Qur., 2:286); and ...except he who is compelled while his heart is
at rest in faith... (Qur., 16:106)."'"

3053-2. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (-) Muhammad ibn Ahmad an-
Nahdi, rafa ‘ahu that Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"The Messenger of Allah (s) said: 'The responsibility for nine things has
been lifted from my ummah: Error, forgetfulness, that which they know
not, that which they cannot bear, that which they direly need, that which
they are forced to do, foreboding, being doubtful or suspicious of others,
and jealousy — as long as it is not manifested on the tongue or by the hand.'"
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-209 -
Chapter on [how]
No Evil Can Harm One with Faith and
No Good Can Benefit One with Disbelief

3054-1. ‘Alf ibn Ibrahim (—) Muhammad ibn ‘Isa (-) Yiinus that Ya‘qib
ibn Shu‘ayb said:

"I said to Aba ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.): 'Does anyone other than a believer have
any right to reward for his actions that is incumbent upon Allah?' He said:
TNO" "

3055-2. From him (-) Yiinus (—) some of his co-sectarians that Aba
‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"Misa (‘a.s.) said to al-Khidhr (‘a.s.): 'I have indeed been deprived of
your company, so advise me.' He said: 'Adhere to that with which nothing
can harm you and without which nothing can benefit you.'"

3056-3. From him (-) Yunus (=) Ibn Bukayr that Abi Umayyah Yusuf
ibn Thabit said:

"I heard Abi ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) say: "With belief, no action can do harm
and with disbelief, no action can bring benefit. Have you not seen that He (to
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Whom belong Might and Majesty) says: Nothing stops their charities from
being accepted except that they have no faith in Allah and His Apostle...
(Qur., 9:54), ...and they died while they were disbelievers. (ibid:125).""

3057—4. Muhammad ibn Yahya (-) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa
() Ibn Faddal (-) Tha‘labah (-) Aba Umayyah Yusuf ibn Thabit ibn Ab1
Sa‘dah that Abu ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.) said:

"With faith, no action can do harm and likewise, with disbelief, no
action can bring benefit."

3058-5. Ahmad ibn Muhammad (-) al-Husayn ibn Sa‘id, the person
whom he mentioned (-) ‘Ubayd ibn Zurarah that Muhammad ibn Marid said:

" said to Aba ‘Abdillah (‘a.s.): 'It was narrated to us that you related
in a tradition: "When you have gained cognizance, act as you wish."' He
[‘a.s.] replied: 'That is what I said.' I said: 'Even if they fornicate, steal or
drink wine?' He [ ‘a.s.] replied: 'Indeed we belong to Allah and to Him do
we indeed return! [Qur., 2:156]. By Allah, they have not been fair to us.
How can it be that we are held responsible for an action that they are free to
undertake? What I said was: "When you have gained cognizance, then do
whatever you wish of small good acts or great ones, it will all be accepted
from you."""
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3059-6. ‘Al ibn Ibrahim (-) his father (—~) Muhammad ibni 'r-Rayyan
ibni 's-Salt, rafa ‘ahu that Abi ‘Abdillah ( ‘a.s.) said:

"Amir al-Mu’minin ( ‘a.s.) had repeatedly said in his speech: 'O people!
Your religion! Your religion! For indeed a sin done from within it is better
than a good deed done from outside it. A misdeed done by one who within
the religion can be forgiven whereas a virtuous act done by one who
follows something else is not accepted.'"

This marks the end of The Book of Belief and Unbelief & Obedience
and Disobedience [to Allah] from Kitab al-Kafi.

All praise belongs to Allah alone, and blessings and salutations of Allah
be upon Muhammad and his progeny
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